
Read Matthew 1:19-21—We’re given just a little glimpse of Mary and Joseph 

before Jesus was born. They lived in the hill country of Galilee. Joseph was a 

religious man. Mary gives every evidence of having a thorough knowledge of 

the Scriptures, even though she was a teenager. The Bible teaches that God 

was so pleased with her that He chose her to be the mother of Jesus. Mary and 

Joseph weren’t married, and yet Mary became pregnant. 

I’ve often put myself in Joseph’s place—imagined his thoughts, his aspirations 

about the girl to whom he was engaged. But Joseph decided to break the 

engagement privately. 

While he was thinking about these things, God’s angel appeared to him in a 

dream to give Joseph an explanation of the situation. All Joseph’s suspicions 

were put away. He accepted what God had said through the angel, and he was 

immediately married to Mary. 

Both Joseph and Mary followed the call and plan of God, and through their 

obedience the way was prepared for Christ to come and bless us. 

Are you seeking to follow God’s call on your life? Are you actively 

responding to Him?



Advent week Two: Preparing for God's Plan
As you prepare for Christmas and all God has in store for 
you in the new year 2021, be challenged to prepare for all 
that's in store in the following ways:

• Eliminate distractions. Don't allow the stress of the 
Christmas season or 2020 to distract you from what is 
really is important. Simplify your life. Be still and listen 
to God's voice. "... keeping our eyes on Jesus, the 
source and perfecter of faith ..." (Hebrews 12:2a).  
 

• Notice God's hand. Reflect on this past year. Perhaps 
you, like many, have faced financial difficulty. Or 
maybe you've escaped danger or disease through an 
unforeseen miracle. Perhaps this year has been a time 
of suffering or relationship disasters. How has God 
carried you through all these things? Remember the 
words of Joseph in the Old Testament: "You planned 
evil against me; God planned it for good ..." (Genesis 
50:20).  
 

• Discern God's will. Ask God to give you direction. "A 
man's heart plans his way, but the Lord determines his 
steps" (Proverbs 16:9).  
 

• Unite in a mission. Mary and Joseph undertook an 
amazing mission on the way to Bethlehem. It certainly 
must have strengthened their bond as they conquered 
many obstacles and challenges. There's nothing more 
powerful than a couple, a family, or a church rallying 
around a cause.



Today: Ways You Can Prepare
Share: Discuss ways with your family or Bible study group 
how you can prepare for future challenges.

Evaluate: Identify distractions that will keep you from truly 
worshiping Christ this Christmas. Make a list today

Pray: Ask God to help you see what He wants you to do.

Ladies I am offering discounted coaching packages. Please 
reach out it will be the best investment you can make in 
2021~

Go to heatherbaxter.com and fill out a contact form. I 
would love to work with you to step forward into Gods plan!

Blessings, Pastor Heather

http://heatherbaxter.com

