
“The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on Me, because the 
Lord has anointed Me to preach good news to the poor. He 
has sent Me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the 
prisoners, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor and the 
day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, and 
provide for those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a 
crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead 
of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of 
despair.

“They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the 
Lord for the display of His splendor. They will rebuild the 
ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated; they 
will renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for 
generations” (Is. 61:1-4).

From this passage we can learn several important points:

1. God hears the cry of the oppressed. We must believe that 
God cares about those in physical, emotional, mental or 
spiritual prisons. God issued Isaiah 61:1-4 as a response to 
the captivity He foresaw when He looked down on 
rebellious Judah. These liberating words apply to us just as 
surely as they did to the Israelites. They will continue to 
apply as long as God looks down from the height of His 
sanctuary, views the earth and hears the groaning of the 
prisoner. 



2.  God fulfills Isaiah 61:1-4 in Christ alone. When Jesus 
read from the Scriptures in the temple, He quoted Isaiah 61 
as His personal charter (Luke 4:14-21). Both Isaiah 61:1 and 
Luke 4:14 tell us that Christ Jesus was empowered by the 
Spirit. And we know that “where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is freedom” (2 Cor. 3:17).

Christ sets us free by the power of His Spirit; then He maintains 
our freedom as we learn to live from day to day in the power of 
that Spirit. Isaiah and Luke agree that only Christ was appointed 
to offer this kind of freedom.

3. Christ’s ministry is a ministry of the heart. Do you notice 
all the parts of Jesus’ job description? Christ came to “bind up 
the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and 
release from darkness for the prisoners ... to comfort all who 
mourn ... to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of 
ashes ... a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair” (Is. 
61:1-3). 



Imagine how many are still struggling! I firmly believe:

• Christ came to set the captives free—no matter what kind 
of yoke binds them.

• He came to bind up the brokenhearted—no matter what 
broke the heart.

• He came to open the eyes of the blind—no matter what 
veiled their vision.

Five obstacles block our access to the benefits God has for 
us:

1. Unbelief, which hinders knowing God.

2. Pride, which prevents us from glorifying God.

3. Idolatry, which keeps us from being satisfied with God.

4. Prayerlessness, which blocks our experience of God’s 
peace.

5. Legalism, which stops our enjoyment of God’s presence.


