volunesring at www.allibougod com (it a great sioe

check therm out), One day 3 meeting was called and every-
one present was asked 1o check his or her computers for any sofi-
ware that was not sctually owned by the wser, You koo how it is -
frienats “lend” you some software 1o check out and, before you
know it it's become indispensable 10 you. Almost everyone in the
room admired that they had some bootlepped software on their
systemns. One guy had actually boen making a living as a graphic
artiss using all pirated software!

The beaders &t allaboutgod com had all recenly lefi dheelr
high-paying corporate jobs 10 puriue this fulldme nonprofic apolo-
getics ministry, Talk about 3 beap of faich! They were all completely
trusting God with their livelihoods and were praying for God's
blessing on their work. Then they realized that they were essentially
using stolen software in some of their endesvors. How could they
possibly expect God o bless thas?

Before the meeting ended, everyone had commimed o
purging his or her systems of any bootlegged software. They did this
with no known financial means for replacing the software that they
were basing this minkstry on! Bt again, they wusted God. IF He
wanied this mindstry 1o succesd, He would provide the
means. And since then, God has blessed them in
unimaginable ways.

U ne of my passions is apologetics and, & while ago, | began

for us o look in the mirror, How many of us

“I don t think many worship
S0 mow, my musicln friends, it tme  )gaders would feel right abeut

The fac is we canmom url::ﬂrﬂpﬁiﬁﬂdhﬂﬂ.ﬁw
music ministries = be it leading worship, songwriting, recording o
performing — if we are using siolen software, He might choose w
anyway, and maybe He already has, but that's His cholce if He does.
Sin is sin, and nome -nl'u.l.l,mm.m.ﬁ-ﬂu:. praciice

Is "borrowed ™ software really "stolen™ ! If you didn’t pay
fowr i amd are using it, of course it 5 When | confrost musdclans
about this, the first compromising excuse that they offer goes some-
thing like, T just wanied 10 try it out and be sure | wanted 1o buy
it.” Free demos are available for almost everything, They offer
enough kegal opportunity 1o uy the software. More often than not,
there is 8o excuse other than dhe bdea that "it's pot really burting
anyone.” We all kncw that isn'y really troe. Softwire programmens
work hard also, and deseree 10 be paid for their work. There fan't 2
musician or songwriter alive wiho would be content 1o see other
using their music and profiting from it without some fair compen-
sation, (Meed | pemind you of Luke £:31 = "Do to others a3 you
would have them do 1o you.™)

The number one reason, of course, s that Bo one wants 1o
wpend the money. But when we allow ourselves 10 compromise our
faith and our integrity simply 10 avoid having 1o wve or spend
money, it clevates money above God in our lives.

I don'y think many worship leaders would fecl
right about walking into a music store and stealing a
guitar and then using that guitar to bead worship
the next moming Why s it we feel content 1o

walking into a music store do that with the intangible products such as
are using pirated software in the creation of and stealing a guitar and software? | would imagine that if any of us
our music? Are you using solen PowerPoint then using that guitar to were to deeply examine his or her con-
for overheads or Word for hyric priniours? Is lead worship the next schence, no justification could be found,

your notatkon software actually yours? Be

actually pay for?

That mecting caused me 10 book at my own
systemn and begin purging it of all "borrowed ™ software.
Since then, i's been a struggle for me w0 keep up with the
software needed o run & recording studio, but God has been
providing a way

What has truly amared me since the pirscy isue has been
on my mind is the number of Christian musicians, recording sm-
dives, worship leaders and even well known prodecers and artiss ['ve
come across who are enjoying varying bevels of mucoes in Christian
music arenas while openly wing and trading unlicensed software. ht
Bas led me 10 realize just how eavy it is for w10 compromise our
faith in 5o many ways
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Why is it we feel content to do
honest — how many ProTooks plug-im did you st with the intangible products

Romans 1417 sates ", Blessed is the man
who does not condemn himselfl by what he

such as softwars?™ approve.”

The Bible is full of scoounts where God blesses

people's obedience. Let this article be a call o all of us -
clean your computer systems of all pirasted software. Quit asking
God o bless the work oreated by dirty hands. Trust Gosd that He can
provide you with the tools you peed 1o create the maesic chat wraly
honors Him,

(PS. And if amy masic software company oul there wants o
thank me for this article with scme free licensed software, 1l
humbly accept it!)

Tomy Guerrers B3 s devecsor @ Raddieback Chaarch i Lals
Fosrrt, U sl o Prowmsner K, mowerll s bring o isrrmacemnalby
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