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to focus on God.” =
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wsixd 1o bead the worship team for a
simall #-member church. Since we
dichn’t o the building we men i,
we operaled under a tinse crunch
every Sunday morming We couldn't
get in the building wnoril 8:30 A M.,
amd our service was at 1 AM.
During that hoor and a half, we
waould bave o load in and s up
a scamad systern and all the insiru-
ments, along with a video display
syatem, and then ey 1o rehearse the
misicians and  vocaliss, Needlss
T say, wie were usually under the gun. |
dicln't gemerally tend 1o siress abour time
in verms of team-member aadiness, [ had
worked with musicians far oo long 1o
exjpect taat they d consistently be on time.
| ko somme leaders get preny uptight as
OO0 A% SOMEciE i5 2 minwe or tyo lae,
but 1 rend o allow arownd ten, even A
Tewein, fimites befone | star o worry, even
in a limied e seming Wiere [ live, 've
learned 1o allow for the lifisiyle and the
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waffic. Bringing additional stress 1o the
situation doesn't help anyome o get ino
a worshipful frame of mind.

Puat ome Sunday was different, and 1

lost my perspective.

Running Behind

It seerwed like everyome was unusnally
late, vor the point that 1 stared 1o ger preiy
stpessed. My drummer was twenty min-
wies late wihen [ called his cell plione and
let him kEnosw we wene waiting. My guest
worship leader, whom | was counting on
i teach mew material oy other singers,
was thimy minutes late wlhen | called lser
cell phome. My video guy was thiry min-
wies laee, and we had @ special videos pro-
gram that day which required addiional
sound-check tme. To top it off, cur exten-
slom cords were missing, and [ had to leave
andd run o a mearhy store to buy new omes,
which ate wp a good fifteen minutes.

[l

Omee everyone was finally ihere we
atarted 1o rehearse, Frankly, it sowmded
bad. The new material wasn't a breeze for
myy non-professional singing team, and it
showwed. 1 was saressed and | had stressed
ol my  miskclans enough that ey
weren't enjoying the process or my direc-
tion.  After about a twenty minute Fin-
through, | stopped everyihing, dedaring
that we had five minutes umtil service,
andd we'd just have o go with what we
hadd. T rushed them through an obliga-
oy team prayer, and everyone was then
wading through the ooean of ension |
had helped 1o create.

f New Perspective

One minute before the service, |
learned how | lost my perspective. Soime-
ane asked me the tioee, and when [ tald
thern what my watch sakd, somecne else
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REUEN 1f we'nad no time

t"‘reh_ea_rse atall,
It was still en"irﬁu i
togount on trué)

comlizinl r_lﬁﬁ

who overheard me pointed out that my
walch was fast... rwrﬂi].--ﬁ'.'r- i tess fast!
I checked, and sure enough, the litde
pin 1 used 1o set the time on my watch
had popped out amd gotien tumed. |
was indeed running twenty-five mimates
fast. anh:rd:,' had =1.'|l.l-i||':|' bezen late at all
(which explained their surprise when
I called their cell phones). We still had
twenty mintes before the service, and |
already dishanded the eam.

Worse than that, 1 ket the stress of
the moment cawse me o forget a very
important aspect of what worship is.
Worship does not rely on how “tight" we
sound. [t does not rely on how well the
harmonies are sung. 1t does not rely on
our sound system. Worship relies 100%
on our hearts and our ability to focus on
God. By being placed in a situation in
which | thought we had no time to pre-
pare, | filed the test of, first, forgiving
my team and, second, leading them inte
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an attitude of worship, regardless of cur
time factor,

I forgot 1o rely on God, and 1 forgot
i count on His presence. Bven if we had
o Hme to rehearse an all, it was still en-
tirely possible 1o coont on true worship
iaking place, Instead, | let 2 small piece of
metal cn my watch dictate that we were
not polng to have a morming worship, it
was @ valuable lesson on perspective,

Rely on God

Imagine how much of an effect
wed have on those we lead (F our at-
tude truly reflected James 125 "Consider
it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you
face trials of many kinds, because you
know that the testing of your faith de-
vedops perseverance”

What if, rather than our siressbul
morning prayers consisting of phrases
like " Grodd, please et Joe here on time” or

"o, please keep the BA, from shorting
out,” our prayers were more along the
lines of, "Father, thank You for this op-
portunity o rely onYou,”

Ty Giuerrers 15 8 music direcor o
Gaddlehock Church in Bk Forest, A, and
fer Promise Eepers, a5 well as heing an
internatiomally recognized conlamparary
e econding arist,
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