
§ Home  Instruction  Schools  is  an  interim  program  that  provides  
educational   services   to  students  who  cannot  be  accommodated   in  a  
regular   school  facility  because  of  a  medical/physical  condition,  or  a  
severe   emotional/psychological/behavioral   disability  

§ A  licensed  NYC  Department   of  Education  Teacher  provides   instruction  
in  the  home  to  students  who  are  approved   for  Home  Instruction  
services  

§ Home  Instruction   is  a  non-‐diploma   granting  program

§ For  instruction   that  is  provided   in  the  student’s  home,  an  adult  
chaperone  must  be  present   throughout  all  Home  Instruction  sessions.  
If  a  chaperone   is  not  available,   instruction  can  take  place  in  a  library  
near   the  child’s  home.
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§ Home  Instruction  provides   5  hours   a  week of  instruction   for  
elementary  school  students,   grades  K-‐6  and  10  hours   a  week of  
instruction   for  secondary  school  students,   grades  7-‐12

§ The  hours  of  operation   for  Day  Time  Home  Instruction  are  8:30  am  –
3:30  pm.  Home  Instruction  offers   Per  Session   instruction   from  3:30  pm  
– 6:30  pm

§ Students  with  IEPs  for  a  12-‐month  school  year  are  eligible  for  Home  Instruction  in  
the  summer  from  8:30  am  -‐3:00    pm

§ Home  Instruction  offers  a  summer  program  for  students  grades  3-‐12  who  are  
Promotion-‐in-‐Doubt  with  the  submission  of  appropriate  medical  documentation

Home  Instruction  must  be  provided  for  a  
minimum  of  4  weeks
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Home  Instruction  IS  NOT  Home  Schooling!
• Home  Schooling  is  when  a  parent  chooses  to  
instruct  their  child  at  home.  Proper  documentation  
must  be  filed  with  each  district.  Home  Instruction  is  
in  no  way  associated  with  Home  Schooling

• If  a  student  is  on  Home  Schooling  DBN  (444),  that  
student  MUST be  affiliated  to  an  NYCDOE  school  
prior  to  submitting  a  H.I.  application

Please  direct  all  questions  regarding  Home  Schooling  
to:  
Mr.  William  Harrington,  Director  of  Home  Schooling

(917)-‐339-‐1748;  Wharrin@schools.nyc.gov
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1. Medical    
• Student  has  a  medical/physical  Illness   that  prevents   them  from  

attending  school
• Student’s  child  has  a  medical/physical  condition  that  prevents   the  

child  from  using  LYFE  or  other  day  care  services

2. Psychiatric
• Student  has  a  severe   emotional/psychiatric   disability  that  

prohibits  the  student’s  attendance   in  school
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3. Pending  placement  in  a  specialized  setting    
– The  student   is  awaiting  placement   in  a  specialized   setting   and  cannot  

be  maintained   in  their  current   setting  with  the  addition  of  
supplementary   aids  and  services   (i.e.  change  of  class,  1:1  Crisis  
Management   Para,  etc.)  while  the  CSE  arranges  placement  

4. Impartial  Hearing  Order

For  m
ore  inform

ation  visit  w
w
w
.hom

einstructionschools.com



All  forms  can  be  accessed  from  our  website:    
www.homeinstructionschools.com

All  three  forms must  be  completed:
1. Home  Instruction  Referral  Form  (Chancellor’s  Regulation  A  

-‐170,  Attachment  No.1)    – To  be  completed  by  the  school  
2. Medical  Request  for  Home  Instruction  (Chancellor’s  

Regulation  A-‐170,  Attachment  No.2)  – To  be  completed  by  
the  treating  Physician  (medical  referral)  or  the  treating  
Psychiatrist  (psychiatric  referral)

3. Authorization  for  Release  of  Health  Information  Pursuant  
to  HIPAA  – To  be  completed  by  the  parent  or  guardian

Home  Instruction  must  be  for  a  MINIMUM  of  4  weeks
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For  Medical  Referrals:
• Once  all  3  forms  are  completed,  they  can  be  sent  to  
the  Home  Instruction  Borough  Office  via  mail  or  fax  
(contact  info)

• Once  the  forms  are  received,  they  will  be  reviewed  
by  the  Office  of  School  Health  Doctor  

• Please  follow  the  protocol  set  forth  by  the  
Chancellor’s  Regulation  A-‐170.    

Please  do  not  send  referrals  through  SESIS  
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For    Psychiatric  Referrals:
! Once  all  3  forms  are  completed,  they  can  be  sent  to  the  
Home  Instruction  Main  Office  via  mail  or  fax  (contact  info)  

! Once  the  forms  are  received,  they  will  be  reviewed  by  the  
Home  Instruction  Psychiatrist

! Please  follow  the  protocol  set  forth  by  the  Chancellor’s  
Regulation  A-‐170.    

Please  do  not  send  referrals  through  SESIS  
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• Home  Instruction  may  be  recommended  by  the  relevant  
IEP  Team  for  students  with  disabilities  awaiting  
placement  in  a  specialized  setting,  an  SED  approved  
private  school  or  a  residential  program  and  cannot  be  
maintained  in  their  current  school  setting

• Every  effort  must  be  made  to  keep  the  child  in  the  least  
restrictive  environmentwith  the  use  of  supplementary  
aids  and  services  (i.e.  change  of  class,  1:1  Crisis  
Management  Para,  etc.)  

For  m
ore  inform

ation  visit  w
w
w
.hom

einstructionschools.com



If  all  efforts  have  failed,  please  submit   the  following:  
1. Copy  of  child’s  current   IEP  in  final status  with  the  recommendation  

for  a  specialized  setting,  private  school  or  residential  program
2. Parent  /  Guardian  should  provide  written  consent   for  Home  

Instruction
3. When  a  case  is  deferred   to  CBST  the  IEP  should  be  in  final status  in  

SESIS.  
4. Referral   Form  -‐ Chancellor’s  Regulation  A-‐170,  Attachment  No.  1  
5. Student  MUST  BE  AFFILIATED to  a  NYC  DOE  school  before  Home  

Instruction  can  assign  a  teacher
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SESIS

Please  follow  the  protocol  set  forth  by  the  
Chancellor’s  Regulation  A-‐170.    

Please  DO  NOT  send  
referrals  through  SESIS  



• Home  Instruction  can  be  recommended  on  the  IEP  
only in  the  following  circumstance:
-‐Prior  to  the  annual  review,  CSE  has  submitted  
medical  documentation  to  the  Home  Instruction  
office.    Home  Instruction  will  submit  it  to  the  Office  
of  School  Health  Doctor  for  review.  If  it  is  approved  
for  a  minimum  of  one  year,  Home  Instruction  will  
contact  the  CSE/SBST  to  advise  them  that  Home  
Instruction  can  be  recommended  on  the  IEP

• This  applies  to  students  who  are  medically  fragile,  
and  may  never  attend  a  NYC  Department  of  
Education  School
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• CSE/SBST  must  submit  Medical  Request  for  
Home  instruction  and  a  signed  HIPAA  to  the  
appropriate  H.I.  office  – Office  of  School  
Health  will  review  as  a  medical  referral

• If  approved  for  1  year,  the  IEP  can  
recommend  Home  Instruction  as  the  
Placement  Recommendation

• Home  Instruction  services  will  begin  in  
September  of  the  upcoming  school  year
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• Students  approved  for  Home  Instruction  must  
be  affiliated  with  a  New  York  City  school
• This  is  also  the  school  that  the  student  will  return  
to  after  Home  Instruction  has  ended

• The  school  of  affiliation  approves  courses  of  
study,  maintains  academic  records  including  
grades,  credits,  and  test  scores  
• A  student  must  be  provided  with  the  opportunity  
for  54  hours  of  instructional  time per  credit
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• The  school  of  affiliation  provides  the  Home  
Instruction  teacher  with  access  to  school  
curriculum  and  required  texts
– The  school  of  affiliation  is  responsible  for  P.E.  
modules  (the  school  will  select,  approve,  and  
grade  modules-‐ HI  will  “oversee”  modules)

• The  school  maintains  the  student’s  
cumulative records
• The  school  issues  diplomas  
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• The  school  oversees  standardized  testing  and  
evaluation,  when  applicable
• Students  on  Home  Instruction  are  expected  to  
meet  the  same academic  criteria  as  set  forth  in  
the  standards  for  promotion  for  each  grade  and  
for  special  education
• Due  to  shared  instruction,  the  affiliated  school  
updates  transcripts,  flags  students  as  promotion  
in  doubt  (PID)  in  ATS  and  provides  PID  letters  to  
families
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