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or us, the end of winter has always 
been a time of reflection as well as, 

one of projection. Utilizing our knowl-
edge of the past as a roadmap to the 
future, is a practice that allows for 
growth and innovation while elud-
ing behavior resulting in repetition 
or frustration. In many cases, such a 
back and forth exercise could cause a 
severe case of whiplash, but not for us.  
For the people of Western New York, 
as spring approaches, the only whip-
ping we are concerned with, is at the 
business end of a pussy willow branch 
held by someone with amorous inten-
tions. So put away your neck brace 
and tell the ambulance chasing bar-
rister’s, bubye.
 Looking back it’s hard to believe 
we’ve gone through ten Dyngus Day 
parades and are about to embark on 
a second decade, of the springtime rit-
ual known as “Smigus dyngus”. This 

annual event has grown so fast and 
become so pervasive in our regional 
culture, it feels like it’s always been 
a part of our lives. However, contem-
plating the grand scheme of things, 
eleven years is not really that long. 
It’s true that natives of this town have 
known about this end of Lent celebra-
tion since clubs and taverns began 
their pussy willow polka parties back 
in the 1960’s but, somehow the flail-
ing of budding branches and dousing 
members of the opposite sex with wa-
ter became tired and outdated (how 
that is even possible is beyond us), but 
nevertheless a decade ago younger 
people lost interest in such frivolity. 
 In any event this antediluvian 
eastern European observance has 
evolved into a contemporary celebra-
tion. One that exalts Polish pride and 
the culture of a people that are quite 
familiar with the struggles of perse-
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verance as well as the joys of social 
interaction, laughter and unbridled 
regalement. In other words, Poles are 
always down for the fight but we know 
how to have fun too. However, this 
pussy willow party is not just for Poles 
any longer, modern Dyngus is for all 
people. Regardless of ethnic ancestry 
it's common knowledge that “Every-
body’s Polish on Dyngus Day.”
 Our revelry has even spread 
throughout the world. Since we be-
gan, our influence and guidance have 
spawned formidable Dyngus Day par-
ties in places like Albany, Cleveland, 
New Orleans, Philadelphia and even 
in Poland as this year will mark the 
first Dyngus Day celebration in Rz-
eszow Poland. Leave it to Buffalo, NY 
to show the world how to have a party. 
But that’s how we dooz it.
 So as we start to bask in the 
warmth of longer days and the begin-
ning of another growing season, we 
look ahead to the continued reawak-
ening of our city and the tenacious-
ness of our people, the rediscovery of 
our roots, while looking forward to the 
things that lie ahead. Eleven years 
ago who would have thought that you 
could build a time machine with pussy 
willow branches and water! 
Sto Lat!
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What is Dyngus Day?
 How do you explain to a novice 
that there is a day every year when 
people actually chase one anoth-
er while brandishing pussy willow 
branches trying to swat each other to 
show their affection, while reciprocat-
ing that pursuit by dousing the other 
with water? Without being laughed 
at uncontrollably by a national news 
correspondent that is. 
 Well it’s really quite simple. Pic-
ture Fat Tuesday on the other end of 
Lent. It’s really just a party signify-
ing the end of Lent as opposed to the 
start. The ancient roots of the post 
Lenten bacchanal known as Dyngus 
Day had their start in pagan rituals 
signifying the beginning of the grow-
ing season but over the centuries 
have evolved into a whole different 
experience.
 Historically a Polish-American 
tradition, Smingus-Dingus or as we 
call it Dyngus Day, celebrates the end 
of the often restrictive observance of 
Lent and the joy of Easter. Over the 
decades, Dyngus Day has become a 
wonderful holiday to celebrate Pol-
ish-American culture, heritage and 
traditions. There are many stories 
that attempt to explain the origins 
of the day. Many Polish religious 
customs date back to pre-Christian, 
Slavic practices. The custom of pour-
ing water is an ancient spring rite 
of cleansing, purification, and fertil-
ity. The same is true of the compli-
mentary practice of switching with 
pussy willow branches. Since 966 
A.D., Dyngus Day has been associat-
ed with the baptism of Prince Miesz-
ko I. Tradition states that Prince 
Mieszko I along with his court were 
baptized on Easter Monday when he 
adopted Christianity as the nation-
al religion of Poland. Thus, Dyngus 
Day and its rites of sprinkling with 
water have become a folk celebration, 
in thanksgiving for the fact that the 
first king of Poland was baptized into 
Christianity, bringing Catholicism to 
Poland. In more modern times, the 
tradition continued when farm boys 
in Poland wanted to attract notice 
from the girls of their choice. It was 
customary to throw water and hit the 
girls on their legs with twigs or pussy 
willow branches.  Cologne was used 
instead of water by the more gallant 
lads.  The ladies would reciprocate 
by throwing dishes & crockery and 

Tuesday was their day of revenge, 
imitating the same tactics. These 
days they would probably be arrested 
for such frivolity.

Where is Dyngus Day Celebrated?
 Buffalo, NY is officially the Dyn-
gus Day capital of the World, hosting 
the largest concentration of festival 
locations, polka bands and Polish tra-
ditions in the nation. Although the 
custom of such a quirky post Lenten 
celebration is based in Polish tradi-
tion, this city situated on the south 
eastern shores of Lake Erie has tru-
ly embraced this ancient custom and 
made it it’s own. Some smaller events 
have been exported from Buffalo 
into other communities where Pol-
ish-Americans have settled however 
there is no dispute that if you tru-
ly want to Dyngus there is no other 
place than Buffalo to do so. Ironical-
ly, it’s not widely observed in Poland. 
But we’re working on it.

Pussy Willows or Water? 
 This is a yearly debate among 
Dyngus Day revelers. The tradition 
holds true that on Easter Monday 
boys would sprinkle the girls with 
water and tap them with pussy wil-
lows. On Easter Tuesday, the women 
would return the favor. At modern 
Dyngus Day parties it is common 
practice that both men and wom-
en trade water splashing and pussy 
willow spanking equally. 

Why Pussy Willows? 
 Pussy willows play a major part 
in Buffalo’s Dyngus Day celebrations 
as men and women flirt with play-
ful “taps.” Branches of the plant are 
used as the pussy willow is one of 
the first “budding” plants of spring. 
But how did the pussy willow get 
its name?  This like the use of water 
is directly related to the emerging 
“life” associated with a new growing 
season. According to Polish legend, 
many springs ago, baby kittens fell 
into a raging river while chasing but-
terflies. The mother cat sadly wept 
at the river’s edge, pleading for help 
for her drowning kittens. The wil-
lows heard her mournful cries and 
swept their long graceful branches 
into the water. The kittens grabbed 
the branches, held on tightly and 
were safely brought to shore. Every 
spring, from that day on, the willows 
sprouted fur-like buds where the tiny 
kittens once clung.

dyngus day disCOursE
what is dyngus day?



 DyngusDay.com | 7



8 | DyngusDay.com

ver the years, we have heard so 
many stories about couples that 

have met, fallen in love, become en-
gaged or gotten married on Dyngus 
Day, that it’s hard to keep track of 
all of them. However, it’s certainly 
no surprise that the end result of all 
that spanking and splashing, winds 
up with men and women falling head 
over heels in love and ultimately 
wanting to start families of their own. 
If, for nothing else, to create a genera-
tion that will carry on the springtime 
courting rituals themselves. 
 Tradition is something that is 
handed down, a continuing pattern 
of cultural beliefs or practices. Poles 
love traditions. Therefore, when it 
comes to traditions involving court-
ship, romance, and marriage, oh boy, 
have we got a lot of them. Dating be-
havior between Poles is not unlike 
dating between any other cultures 
here in the U.S., although it may be a 
bit more reserved at the onset. At the 
beginning of the relationship a kiss on 
the hand or cheek might be the norm 
between couples, under supervision of 
course, rather than a full-blown oral 
examination and inspection of each 
other’s tonsils. However, once the ro-
mance is humming along and the de-
cision to join together in the bond of 
matrimony has been made, traditions 
and customs kick into high gear. 
 In Poland, religion is a central 
part of life. They take their spiritual-
ity very seriously in the motherland. 
They take their spirits seriously as 
well, but we digress, more about vod-
ka a little later. There are no wed-
dings during Lent, the 40 days before 
Easter, and during Advent, the time 
leading up to Christmas. Those peri-
ods of year are believed to be the time 
dedicated for penance and prepara-
tion for the most important Christian 
holidays, so there is no space for pub-
lic celebrations and dancing parties. 
Interestingly enough, there are very 
few weddings in May as well. This is 
mostly due to superstition, as many 
people believe that people who mar-
ry in May are not going to be happy 
and won't live together long. Spiri-
tuality, superstition…some may say 
it’s a fine line. But again we digress. 
All the same, no matter what time 
of year the joining of two as one is a 
cause for celebration. And celebration 
is what a Polish wedding is all about!  

 Whether through food, dress, de-
cor or music, there are many ways to 
salute your Polish heritage on your 
wedding day. While Poland has in-
creasingly embraced Western ideas, 
wedding traditions have remained 
intact. Want an authentic Polish 
wedding? Here are just a few ideas:  
Polish brides usually wear a lush 
wreath of fresh flowers and rosemary 
in their hair. 
 The Polish also hold a blessing 
ceremony before the actual wedding 
ceremony, for just the bride, groom, 
and their parents. Once the couple is 
ready, both parents give their bless-
ings to the kneeling couple and they 
all are off to church. Obviously, every-
one wants to shine on that day, so the 
young couple rents or borrows a nice 
ride if they do not own one. In some 
regions, decorated horse carriages 
are popular for such occasions. De-
pending on the families' budget and 
local traditions, the richly decorated 
parade to church can be quite a sight, 
especially if it involves regional cos-
tumes and horses adorned with white 
flowers and ribbons.
 A couple enters the church to-
gether, which symbolizes that they 
are willing to go through their life 
together. After the wedding mass, 
the newlywed couple leaves the 
church and guests welcome them 
outside to throw small coins at them. 
The married couple has to pick up 
the coins and keep them. The tra-
dition insures their wealth. The 
guests approach the couple to wish 
them a happy life together and gives 
flowers to the bride and a present to 
the groom. Also, in Polish tradition, 
guests shower oats and barley down 
on the couple rather than rice or 
birdseed as they exit the ceremony.
 When a wedding couple first en-
ters the reception area, there is a 
ritual involving bread and salt. This 
is an old tradition from the 1800s 
which symbolizes the devotion and 
gratefulness of Mother Earth and is 
meant to represent the "prosperity 
and bitterness" that all couples will 
surely encounter throughout their 
lives. Newlyweds receive it so they 
will never suffer poverty together. 
At this moment, it’s the DJ’s or the 
bandleader's job to announce the rit-
ual in a dignified manner. This cere-
mony is often filled with strong emo-
tions and whether it’s a DJ or a band 
they have to be sensitive in how it is 
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HUNGRY?
POLISH DINNER
FROM 5PM-8PM

POLISH BUFFET
ONLY $9.99

CONCERTINA 
ALL STARS 
8PM-1AM

JOHN STEVENS 
DOUBLE SHOT 

3-8PM

from 
3pm  -
1am

MUSIC MONDAY APRIL 17TH
DOORS OPEN AT 2PM

$10 TO  ENTER 
 $2 W/ PUSSYWILLOW PASS

POTTS  BANQUET  HALL//41   SOUTH  ROSSLER  ST// VALU E  PLAZA // 826.6575

FREE 
PARKING

2 
great  polka  

bands!

dance//drink//dyngus  day

POTTS@



 DyngusDay.com | 9

handled. Afterwards, the DJ or the 
musicians guide everybody through 
the traditional song “Sto Lat,” a song 
that means, “May you Live a Hun-
dred Years.” 
 Then, of course, there’s the food. 
Lots and lots of food. Poles love to eat 
and drink. We will address the drink-
ing part as promised in a bit, but first 
let’s talk about the grub. As men-
tioned, weddings are cause for big 
celebration, so the food at traditional 
Polish weddings is special and plen-
tiful. Traditional Polish celebratory 
fare such as roasted duck and veal, 
pickled herring, pierogi, dumplings, 
smoked sausages, potato leek soup, 
almond-filled pastries or dried fruits 
are prepared elegantly and served 
plentifully at the reception. 
 Now finally the drinking part. 
Vodka, no surprise is a big deal at 
Polish weddings. In Poland, talk of 
who is going to buy the vodka and 
where they are going to get it be-
gins at least six months before peo-
ple start considering less significant 
details such as wedding dresses or 
whom to marry. Presumably, there 
was a time when vodka was in short 
supply or had to be manufactured in 
the woods because, as far as we can 
see, the entire problem can be solved 
in a ten-minute trip to the local liquor 
store. However, that my friends is a 
minor detail these days. Assuming 
the vodka is there and, to be hon-
est, the wedding would have been 
canceled if it wasn’t, there are a few 
things you should know. At a tradi-
tional Polish wedding, vodka is only 
drunk collectively. Glasses are filled, 
somebody proposes a toast, vodka 
is drunk, and glasses are refilled in 
readiness for the next toast. There’s 
no casual solitary sipping. It’s all or 
nothing every time. Sometimes it 
will be some type of special wedding 
vodka, perhaps prepared according 
to a traditional recipe known only to 
84-year-old Uncle Franusz. These are 
often sweet and pleasant tasting, but 
can still tranquilize an elephant. Do 
not be tempted to fill in the time be-
tween toasts with a glass of wine, un-
less of course you don’t plan on total 
recall of the festivities. And for Gods 
sake, make sure you eat while drink-
ing. It’s a wedding after all.
 Now, what about that whole hat 
thing where they sing and cry? It’s 
called “Oczepiny.” The unveiling of 
the bride is one of the oldest and the 
most important of Polish wedding 
customs. This tradition is still the 
mainstay of many polish bridal rit-
uals representing a rite of passage 
from that of a young woman to a 
married woman. On command by the 
Druzba or best man, the band per-
forms a drum roll, and the bride is 
placed on the dance floor in a chair 
facing the guests. The bridesmaids, 
the mother of the bride, godmother, 
grandmothers and groom’s mother 
stand at the bride’s side and hold lit 

candles encircling the bride as the 
mother of the bride removes the brid-
al veil from the bride’s head while 
music is played. Usually, “Serdec-
zna Matko”, Beloved Mother, is per-
formed and then a Polish Wedding 
Oberek or some other songs.  Often 
the women surrounding the bride 
sing along. During the music, a cze-
pek or cap is placed on the bride's 
head and at this moment, the bride 
is now officially considered a married 
woman. In recent years the groom 
takes a seat next to his bride and is 
adorned with a hat of his own, usu-
ally decorated with phallic fruits 
and vegetables as a humorous coun-
terpoint to the emotion of the brides 
passing from maiden to wife. This is 
a modern addition to the ceremony 
as traditionally it was all about the 
maidens transformation into woman-
hood. In addition, the bride is given a 
broom and an apron to wear for the 
Dollar Dance to follow the “unveil-
ing” ceremony.
 Money is collected from the 
guests to dance with both the bride 
and the groom. At the end of this 
ceremony, the bride and the groom 
dance together while the money is 
counted to determine who has col-
lected more. If someone requests a 
song, it is not strange for the person 
to give money as an extra incentive 
that it will be played.
 While most wedding receptions in 
the United States last a few hours, a 
Polish reception is just getting started 
after a few hours! It’s not until mid-
night that the wedding couple cuts 
the cake! A typical Polish wedding can 
last until the early morning and has 
no set time for ending.  It ends when 
the last guest leaves. Even then, truly 
traditional Polish weddings haven’t 
begun to hit their stride yet.
 Yes it’s true that Polish weddings 
sometimes go on for days. The sec-
ond day is known as “poprawiny” and 
you’re most likely to come across it at 
a traditional village affair in Poland. 
At first, the idea of a party that goes 
on for two days sounds quite appeal-
ing. By the fifth course of the first 
night, the idea might become a tad 
less attractive. Although, it's not a 
full blown Bacchanalian blow-out that 
would literally go on for 48 hours, true 
traditionalists do continue the festivi-
ties on the following day. On the first 
night everybody goes home in the ear-
ly hours of the morning, sleeps for 10 
hours, then comes back and does the 
whole thing all over again.
 So consider yourself forewarned. 
As you make your way around to the 
various participating venues at this 
year's Dyngus Day festival, be careful 
who you tap with that twig or playful-
ly splash because it just might wind 
up in a two day party with a lot of eat-
ing, drinking, and dancing involved. 
Oh yes, and then there are the babies, 
but so as not to digress again, that’s 
another story for another day.
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DYN GUS
sunday, apriL 16th
OutEr pOLOnia

Pvt Leonard Post Vfw 6251 
Official Kick Off Event Of 
The Dyngus Day Buffalo Festival
Blessing Instruments...... 7:30pm
Live Authentic Music With
Buffalo Touch &
Concertina All Stars 
alternating......  7pm -12:30am
Authentic Food
Admission $10 non-refundable 
Doors Open...... 6pm 
2450 Walden Ave. Cheektowaga
716-684-4371

MOnday, apriL 17th 
dyngus day
histOriC pOLOnia

Corpus Christi Church 
Family Friendly
Official Dyngus Day Catholic Mass
Holy Mass...... 11:30am
Guided Church Tours...... 12:30 -2:30pm
Free Pre-Parade Party...... 1-5pm 
Corpus Christi Athletic Club
Kids Activities & Games
Authentic DJ with 
Dj Red White...... 4pm
Authentic Food, 
Polish Bar serving Polish Beers & Spirits
Corpus Christi Athletic Club
169 Sears St. 
Historic Polonia
716-896-1050

Corpus Christi Church 
21 and over
Dyngus Day Party 
Authentic Music with: 
Al Kania’s Polka Smile Eastern 
Style Band...... 6:30pm-10:30pm
Authentic Polish Food 
Polish Bar  serving Polish Beers & Wine
Bowling All Day Long
Admission $10 or $2 with Pussy Willow Pass 
Party Begins:...... 6pm-12am 
169 Sears St. 
Historic Polonia
716-896-1050 
Official Shuttle Stop

The Happy Swallow
21 and over
Dyngus Day Party
Authentic Music with: 
Melody Lane:...... 7pm 
Authentic Polish Food
Authentic Polish Bar
Door Open...... 12pm
1349 Sycamore St.
Historic Polonia
716-894-4854 
Official Shuttle Stop

Arty’s Bar & Grill
21 and over
Dyngus Day Party 
Authentic Polka 
Sound System...... 12pm
Authentic Food
Admission:  Free 
Doors Open...... 12pm 
508 Peckham St. 
Historic Polonia
716-856-6027

R&L Lounge
21 and over
Dyngus Day Party 
Authentic Polka 
Sound System:...... 12pm
Authentic Food: Lotties Famous Kitchen
Admission:  Free 
Doors Open...... 12pm 
23 Mills St.
Historic Polonia
716-896-5982 
Official Shuttle Stop

The Broadway Market 
Family Friendly
Dyngus Day Celebration
Authentic Live Music 

The Knewz......  1pm-4pm
Kielbasa Eating Contest:...... 12pm
Beer Tent
Polish Beer
Admission:  Free
Great Place To Watch The Parade
Free Parking
999 Broadway
Historic Polonia
716-893-0705

Pussy Willow Park Party Tent
21 and over
Dyngus Day Extravaganza
Authentic Live Music Under The Big Tent!
Quality Sounds...... 3pm
The ORIGINAL Polka Fusion Band
BRAVE COMBO...... 7:30pm 
Authentic Polish Beer/Zywiec
Dyngus Dysco Bak Krupnik Lounge
Authentic Food: Homemade Pierogi
Food Truck Alley
Official Dyngus Day Gear Sold Here!
BEST PLACE TO 
WATCH THE PARADE!
Admission:  $10 or $2 with Pussywillow 
Pass  or  
Redeem Wegman’s Vouchers Here 
Beginning...... Noon
Gates  Open......2pm  
Memorial Dr. at Peckham St.
Historic Polonia
716-833-5211 
Official Shuttle Stop

St. Stanislaus B & M R.C. Church
21 and over
Dyngus Day Party 
Authentic Live Music 
Stephanie And Her Honky Band
Mon Valley Push 
alternating......5pm
Authenic Polish Food
Admission:  $10 or $2 with Pussy Willow Pass 
Doors Open...... 4pm 
Fillmore Ave. at Peckham 
Historic Polonia
716-854-5510 or 893-3627 
Official  Shuttle Stop

11th Annual Dyngus Day Parade
Family Friendly
Polonia On Parade 
Over 150 Participants/Floats
Authenic Polish Pride
Admission:  Free
Parade Kick-Off & Blessing......5pm

C a L E n d a r
p i w a  |  p o l k a s  |  p i e r o g i  |  p a r t i e s

1

2

OutEr pOLOnia

The Anchor Inn
21 and over
Dyngus Day Party
Live Authentic Music
Phocus Polka Show...... 1-5pm
5 Wild...... 7pm
Authentic Polish Food
Authentic Polish Beer & Spirits Specials  
Admission  Free...8am-1pm
Admission  $10 or $2 with 
Pussy Willow Pass ...1pm
Doors Open...... 8am 
2437 William St. 
Cheektowaga
Outer Polonia
716-896-9762
Official Shuttle Stop

Polish Villa ll
21 and over
Sto Lat Of Fun Dyngus Day Party
Bloody Mary Brunch & Buffet...... 10am
Live Authentic Music    
New Direction...... 10am-2pm
Buffalo Touch...... 2pm-6pm  
Piatkowski Brothers...... 6pm-10pm
Authentic Food...... 10am- late Night
Admission...... $10 or $2 with 
Pussy Willow Pass 
Doors Open...... 10am 
1085 Harlem Rd.
Cheektowaga
Outer Polonia
716-822-4908 
Official  Shuttle Stop

NOWAK’S TAVERN
21 and over
Dyngus Day Party
Authentic Live Music 
Donny Krew...... 2-6pm
Authentic Polish Kitchen......11am-9pm
Admission $10 or $2 with Pussy Willow Pass
Doors Open...... 11am 
1458 Lovejoy St.
Sloan
Outer Polonia
716-235-8256
Official Shuttle Stop

St. Casimir’s Social Center
Family Friendly
Smigus Dyngus
Authentic Live Music
Buffalo Good Times
with Special Appearance from

Brave Combo | Pussy Willow Park Party Tent | 8pm

3

1

4

Concertina All Stars | Potts | 3pm
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Accordion Bill................6-10pm
Authentic Polish Kitchen......6-10pm
Admission $10 or $2 withPussy Willow Pass
Doors Open...... 6pm 
1833 Clinton St.
Kaisertown
Outer Polonia
716-823-1700
 
St. Gabriel’s Holy Name Society 
Family Friendly
Dyngus Day Mass & Brunch
Polka Mass 
Rare Vintage......  11:30am
Authentic Polish Lunch......12:30pm  
Family Entertainment
Polish Menu
Dyngus Day Party 
21 and over
Authentic Live Music 
Tony’s Polka Band and
New Direction Band...... 3pm-9pm
alternating
Authentic Polish Food/Zywiec Beer 
Admission $10 or $2 with 
PussyWillow Pass 
Doors Open...... Noon 
5271 Clinton St
Elma
Outer Polonia
716-668-4017 
Official Shuttle Stop

R Bar & Grill
21 and over
Dyngus Day Party
Authentic Live Music 
Kenny Krew......12pm
Open Mic
Authentic Polish Food Specials
Admission:  Free 
Doors Open...... Noon 
2139 Broadway
Sloan
Outer Polonia
716-894-1336

Porky’s Amber Lounge
21 and over
Dyngus Day Party
Authentic Polka Juke Box
Authentic Polish Food Specials
Admission:  Free 
Doors Open... Noon 
2028 Clinton St.
Kaiser Town
Outer Polonia
716-822-3816 
Official Shuttle Stop

Polish Falcons Depew
21 and over
Dyngus Day Celebration
Live Authentic Music
Special Delivery......  2pm
Phocus......  6pm
Authentic Polish Kitchen...... 2pm
Admission:  $10 or $2 with Pussy Willow Pass 
Doors Open...... 1pm
445 Columbia Ave.
716-684-2373
Official Shuttle Stop 

Polish Cadets
21 and over
Dyngus Day Party
Authentic Live Music
Tom Mroczka & Music Box...... 4pm
Authentic Polish Dancers 
Rodzina @ Polish Cadets
Authentic Polish Food Specials
Admission:  $10 or $2 with 
Pussy Willow Pass 
Doors Open...... 1pm 
927 Grant St.
Black Rock
Outer Polonia
716-875-3211 
Official Shuttle Stop

The Cove
21 and over
Dyngus Day Party
Authentic Live Music 
The Sophistacats...... 3pm
Quality Sounds...... 7pm
Authentic Polish Food Specials
Admission:  $10 or $2 with 
Pussy Willow Pass 
Doors Open...... 1pm
Free Parking 
4701 Transit Rd
Depew
Outer Polonia
716-656-7946 
Official  Shuttle Stop

Pott’s Banquet Hall
21 and over 
Dyngus Day Party
Live Authentic Music 
John Stevens Double Shot...... 3-8pm
Concertina All Stars......  8pm-1am 
Authentic Polish Buffet...... 5-9pm
Authentic Polish Bar & Drink Specials
Admission $10 or $2 with 
PussyWillow Pass 
Doors Open...... 2pm-12am 
41 S. Rossler Ave.
Cheektowaga
Outer Polonia
716-826-6575 
Official Shuttle Stop

Babcia’s Pierogi At The Elks Club
Family Friendly 
2nd Annual Dyngus Day Party
Polish Dj
DJ John Piniewski......2:30-6pm
Authentic Polish Dancers
Polish Heritage 
DancersOf WNY......3pm
Polish Harmony 
Folk Ensemble.....6pm 
Authentic Polish Dinner......3-7pm
Kielbasa eating contest and more
Admission $15......2-7pm under 12 free
21 and over after 7pm
Dyngus Day Party
Live Authentic Music
Fritz’s Polka Band......6-9pm
Admission $7 / Pussy Willow Pass
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Holders $2.....After 7pm
Doors Open...... 2pm 
33 Legion Pkwy
Lancaster
Outer Polonia
716-685-1478

Ray’s Catering
21 and over 
Dyngus Day Party
Live Authentic Music  
Band Name Here......4pm
Mid Life Crisis......6pm
Lite Polish Menu...... 3-6pm
Polish Buffet...... 6-10pm
Admission $10 or $2 
with PussyWillow Pass 
Doors Open...... 3pm 
2070 Clinton St.
Buffalo
Outer Polonia
716-824-3227 
Official  Shuttle Stop

Pvt. Leonard Post VFW
21 and over 
Dyngus Day Party
Live Authentic Music
The Knewz
Polka Country Musicians......5pm-12am
Alternating  
Authentic Polish Kitchen
Admission $10 or $2 with 
PussyWillow Pass (non-refundable)
Doors Open...... 4:30pm 
2450 Walden Ave.
Cheektowaga
Outer Polonia
716-684-4371
 Official Shuttle Stop

St. Casimir’s Social Center
Family Friendly
Smigus Dyngus
Authentic Live Music
Buffalo Good Times......
With Special Appearance from
Accordion Bill................6-10pm
Authentic Polish Kitchen......6-10pm
Admission $10 or $2 with Pussy Willow Pass
Doors Open...... 6pm 
1333 Clinton St.
Kaisertown
Outer Polonia
716-984-0051

dyngus day
aFtEr partiEs
DBGB
Official Dyngus Day After Party  
21 and over
Authentic Live Music 
Happy Davis & The Polka Chips
The SNM Crew featuring  Scott Down
Milk & Cochise
Charlie Masters & Drop D
Complimentary Polish Buffet
Specials on Zywiec & Krupnik
Admission......Free
Doors Open...... 7pm 
253 Allen St
Buffalo
716-240-9359

Gypsy Parlor
Official Dyngus Day After Party
21 and over 
Dj Spinning
Polka, Gypsy and Dance Music
Authentic Homemade Pierogi

Specials on Zywiec and Bak Krupnik
Doors Open...... 11pm 
376 Grant St.
Buffalo
716-551-0001

MOnday, apriL 17th &
saturday, apriL 22nd
dyngus day diary
spECiaL prEsEntatiOn
Live Television Broadcast
WKBW Channel 7 
With Your Hosts
Eddy Dobosiewicz
& Autumn Lewandowski
Monday, April 17th...... 7pm
Streaming at www.wkbw.com
Encore Presentation
Saturday, April 22nd...... 12pm
TUNE IN!

a Must sEE
bravE COMbO
Texas a one an a Two Step
Back in 1979 this lil ol polka band from Texas 
started something that very few bands could 
even dream of, creating a brand new genre and 
a legion of diehard loyal fans. Not to mention 
a guest shot on the Simpsons. Their spirited 
approach and melding of musical styles turns 
their music into more than just polka. This is 
like hippie polka. This is two-time Grammy 
Award-winning polka. It’s more than polka. 
It’s a lifestyle. Don’t miss this very rare area 
appearance under the big tent at Pussywillow 
Park after the parade.

Al Kania | Corpus Christi | 6:30pm

11th Annual  | Dyngus Day Parade| 5pm

2
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ingling Bros may be calling it a day 
but the Dyngling Bros are just getting 

started. (there are no real Dyngling Bros, 
we just thought it sounded funny).
 Truth is the big tent at Pussy Willow 
Park will be more fun than a circus. Offi-
cial gear, official beer, a swanky Krupnik 
lounge, the most energetic polka band in 
the world, food truck alley, lights, camer-
as, action. All on the parade route with 
shuttle buses next door.  
 Watch the parade or polka your eyes 
out as we present the polka stylings of 
“Quality Sounds” starting at 3pm getting 
you ready for the Dyngus Day parade, 
which rolls right by the tent at 5pm. This 
band of polka pros will add a level of en-
ergy and excitement to the event that 
promises to please festivalgoer’s of all siz-
es, and shape. That’s just the beginning. 
There’s even more!!
 Directly next door to Food Truck Alley 
(loaded with trucks), there’s plenty of cool 
to be had inside the ultra hip Bak Spirits 
“Dyngus Dysco Lounge”. Particularly if 
you are a fan of fine Krupnik, Polish vod-
ka, Polish boys, Polish girls and Dyngus 
Day action because action is the name of 
the game here. Twirl to the groove laid 
down by DJ’s Scott Downski and “Charlie 
the Butcher” as they create a scene remi-
niscent of a club in Krakow.
 This convergence of energy is THE 
hub of Dyngus delirium. That’s why 
Channel 7 is once again producing the 
Emmy nominated television show “Dy-
ngus Day Diary” from the Party Tent at 
Pussy Willow Park. Autumn Lewandows-
ki and Eddy Dobosiewicz will present all 
the action live from the Red and White 
carpet at Pussy Willow Park (at Memorial 
Dr & Peckham St.) beginning at 7pm. 
 After the broadcast on WKBW, we 
take it up a notch or seven, as the legend-
ary “Brave Combo” take the mainstage. 
This is their first appearance at the Dy-
ngus Day festival in Buffalo and the buzz 
about this show has been growing for 
months, as fans from all over the nation 
will make their way to Buffalo, to catch 
this pioneering group and their debut 
pussy willow inspired performance. This 
is not your Babcias polka, this will be a 
nuclear polka party!!! 
 Whether you come to watch the pa-
rade, eat, strike the pose or polka your eyes 
out, this is the only way to welcome spring 
and do some pussy willow spanking.

r

undEr thE big tEnt
three rings of polka fun
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one 
of the 

t r a d i -
tional cheese 

spreads used for 
sandwiches. Fresh 

dill leaves are used all 
year round as an ingredi-

ent in salads, made of lettuce, 
fresh cucumbers and tomatoes, 

the way basil leaves are used in Italy 
and Greece.
 In Poland, fresh dill leaves mixed 
with sour cream are the basis for dress-
ings. It is especially popular to use this 
kind of sauce with freshly cut cucum-
bers, which are practically wholly im-
mersed in the sauce, making a salad 
called "mizeria". The dill leaves serve 
as a basis for cooking dill sauce, used 
hot for baked freshwater fish and for 
chicken or turkey breast, or used cold 
or hot for hard-boiled eggs.
 In Poland, it is popular to cook 

a dill-based soup (zupa ko-
perkowa), served with 
potatoes and hard-boiled 

eggs. Whole stems 
including 

r o o t s 
a n d 

flower buds 
are traditionally used 

to prepare Polish-style pickled cu-
cumbers (ogórki kiszone), especial-
ly the so-called low-salt cucumbers 
("ogórki małosolne"). Whole stems 
of dill (often including the roots) are 
also cooked with potatoes, especially 
the potatoes of autumn and winter, 
so they resemble the flavor of the 
newer potatoes found in summer. 
Some kinds of fish, especially trout & 
salmon, are traditionally baked with 
the stems and leaves of dill.
 It is easy to grow and many home 
gardeners have found the attraction 
to certain beneficial insects when the 
plant goes to seed, helpful in their 
backyard plots. It is an especially good 
companion plant when grown next to 
cucumbers, which is a good idea if you 
want the little cukes to get used to the 
idea that they are going to wind up in 
a jar.
Whether you use the leaves, stems, 
or seeds of this wildly aromatic herb 
to add some freshness and zip to a 
meal, if it means making a memora-
ble dish…well then, by all means, dill 
me in!

Even 
though 

dill, the, 
leafy herb 

or its seeds are 
used in the cuisine of 

many different cultures 
throughout Europe and 

Central Asia, it is perhaps most 
synonymous as the constant com-

panion to the ever revered deli sand-
wich, the dill pickle. Which is quite 
simply a cucumber preserved in salty 
brine and/or vinegar. 
 Although it’s soft delicate leaves 
resemble the similar leaves of fennel, 
dill or dill weed is an annual herb in 
the celery family. Like caraway, the 
fernlike leaves of dill are aromatic 
and are used to flavor many foods 
such as gravlax (cured salmon) and 
various fish dishes, borscht 
and other soups, as well 
as pickles (where the dill 
flower is 
sometimes 
u s e d ) . 
Dill 
i s 

best when used 
fresh as it loses its flavor 
rapidly if dried however, freeze-
dried dill leaves retain their flavor 
relatively well for a few months.
 Dill seed, having a flavor similar 
to caraway, but also resembling that 
of fresh or dried dill weed, is used as 
a spice. Dill oil is extracted from the 
leaves, stems and seeds of the plant. 

The 
o i l 

from the 
seeds is dis-

tilled and used 
in the manufactur-

ing of soaps. 
Many cultures use dill as 

an ingredient in food prepa-
ration. People of India, Thailand, 

Pakistan, China, Scandinavia, and 
Finland as well as the Baltic states 
and Russia have all created unique 
dishes to incorporate the fresh aro-
matic essence of dill 
into their 
diets, but 
the Poles 
have taken 
the tall, 
h o l l o w , 
s t e m m e d , 
flowery stalks 
to a whole new 
level. From gar-
nish to main flavoring in-
gredient, dill is a popular culinary 
herb used in Polish kitchens, along 
with chives or parsley. Fresh, finely 
cut dill leaves are used as topping 
in soups, especially the hot red bor-
sht and the cold borsht mixed with 
curds, kefir, yogurt, or sour cream, 
which is served during hot summer 
weather and is called okroshka. It 

is also popular in 
summer 
to drink 
f e r -

m e n t e d 
milk or 

b u t t e r -
milk mixed 
with dill.

In the same 
way, prepared dill is 

used as a topping for boiled 
potatoes covered with fresh but-
ter – especially in summer when 
there are so-called "new", or 
young, potatoes. The dill leaves 
can be mixed with butter, mak-
ing a dill butter, which can serve 
the same purpose. Dill leaves 
mixed with tvorog cheese form 

Dill it !
CuLinary

rut?

with

pOLish
CuCuMbEr 
saLad
(MizEria)

INGREDIENTS:

prOduCE
1 big cucumber
1 hand full of fresh dill

dairy
2 tablespoons sour cream
1 tablespoon milk OR half & half

vinEgar
1/4 C white vinegar

spiCEs
1/8 teaspoon salt
pepper to taste

instruCtiOns:
Wash and peel the cucumber. 
Slice into thin/medium-thin slices. 
Mix in bowl with vinegar, salt and 
pepper, and chill in fridge for 
about 2 hours. After chilled, drain 
the cucumbers, and if you don't 
like the strong vinegar flavor, give 
them a rinse, too. Mix in the sour 
cream. Chop dill and add that in. 
Mix well and enjoy!
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ext to the meat grinder, so essen-
tial in the making of kielbasa, no 

other culinary utensil could be con-
sidered more important in the Polish 
kitchen than the grater or shredder. 
Although Parisian François Boulli-
er and Englishman Isaac Hunt are 
variously credited with inventing the 
cheese grater in the 1540s (to help 
households stretch budgets and take 
advantage of excess cheese, much of 
which aged rapidly), the shredder is a 
fundamental tool in every Polish home 
as it’s used to grind horseradish (an 
essential element in the Swienconka 
basket). Slice up cabbage heads into 
slivers of deliciousness to make sauer-
kraut (which eventually becomes the 
base for kapusta, bigos, or pierogi fill-
ing). And the shallow fried pancakes 
of grated potato, flour and egg in En-
glish aptly called potato pancakes.
 Potato pancakes, literally trans-
lated in Polish as placki ziemniaczane, 
(platski zhem-nya-chan-eh) are often 
served in Poland. Topped with meat 
sauce, pork crisps or goulash, as well 
as sour cream, apple sauce, mushroom 
sauce, and cottage or sheep's cheese 
or even fruit syrup. Placki ziemni-
aczane was a food staple at 17th-cen-
tury Polish monasteries according to 
a written recipe from a monastery in 
Stoczek, Poland, documented as one 
onion, two eggs, and a spoonful of 
wheat flour per each kilogram of po-
tatoes, served only with salt and pep-
per. In the 19th century, especially in 
times of economic difficulty during the 
foreign partitions, potato pancakes 
often replaced missing bread among 
the peasants. The lower-quality crops 
given to field laborers were sometimes 
turned by them quickly into pancakes 
to improve taste and prolong fresh-
ness. Also, their popularity is closely 
associated with the historic presence 
of one of the largest Jewish commu-
nities in the world at the time flour-
ishing in Poland. The Jewish people  
call their version latkes and they use 
Matzo meal instead of flour, but are 
essentially the same combination of 
shredded potato, egg, and flour. 
 Although many European cul-
tures and even some Middle Eastern 
peoples have their own recipes and 
traditions associated with potato pat-
ties bound with egg and flour, the 
Poles hold the record for having the 
biggest one. The largest potato pan-
cake in the world, measuring 2 meters 

and 2 centimeters, was made during 
the annual two-day celebration of 
Swit Plinzy (Plinza Dawn festival) in 
Rzechta, Poland, located in central 
Poland back in 2011. 
 Although Buffalo, NY’s Dyngus 
Day festival is associated with some 
quirky rituals, we are not by any 
means the only Polish festival in the 
world that has strange customs. A ma-
jor focal point at the Plinza Dawn fes-
tival in Rzechta includes the throwing 
of bad potato pancakes, with the re-
cord for furthest toss being 29 meters. 
And you thought pussy willows and 
water were weird. Are you listening 
Anderson Cooper?

CLassiC
pOtatO
panCakEs
(pLaCki ziEMniaCzanE)

INGREDIENTS:
prOduCE
1 onion, medium
4 russet potatoes, large
dairy
1 egg
FLOur & spiCEs
1/4 cup all purpose flour
1/2 teaspoon salt
OiL

1 vegetable oil

instruCtiOns
Peel, cube potatoes & onion. Place 
the veggies in food processor, 
process for 2 mins., "grated." Or 
grate by hand. Place the potato 
mixture into a fine strainer drain 
all of the liquid. Discard liquid. Re-
turn potato mixture into bowl, add 
egg, flour, salt & pepper. Mix well. 
Heat oil in a non-stick skillet over 
medium  heat. Add a spoonful of 
potato mixture, spreading it slight-
ly. Fry 2-3 mins on each side, until 
the pancakes are crispy and brown 
Place the pancakes on a paper 
towel, to absorb the excess oil.

Make polonia grate again

N
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ith the donation of vacant land 
on Buffalo's east side, from Jo-

seph Bork to the Rev. Jan Pitass in 
1873, newly immigrated Poles began 
a community on the shores of Lake 
Erie that would eventually become 
one of the largest Polish enclaves in 
the world and have a long lasting 
imprint on Buffalo and WNY. Initial-
ly the Polish colony took shape sur-
rounding Saint Stanislaus Church, 
which was built on the donated prop-
erty, but the growth of the immi-
grant community was so robust and 
profound that within just a few short 
years, the massive structure of Buffa-
lo Polonia’s Mother church could not 
accommodate the burgeoning Polish 
population. This was a problem be-
cause the church was an integral part 
of the rapidly expanding populace. 
Not only was the church their spiritu-
al center, it also acted as the nucleus 
of their educational center and their 
social activities. Plus, the institution 
acted as their business and financial 
hubs as well. Before Facebook and 
Twitter, the Church fulfilled the need 
for networking that was so important 
to these new European immigrants. 
 The overcrowding, compounded 
by the authoritative rule of the Rev. 
Jan Pitass at St. Stanislaus, was not 
to everyone's liking however, those 
who had different views and those 
who resided further from the church 
complex sought permission to estab-
lish a second Polish parish in Buffalo. 
This was not to Pitass' approval, nor 
that of the Bishop, Stephan Ryan. Af-
ter an ill fated attempt to build anoth-
er church failed, Vatican intervention 
was sought and eventually Bishop 
Ryan relented. In September, of 1886, 
Bishop Ryan appointed Rev Antoni 
Klawiter, of St. Stanislaus, a new par-
ish, which was named for the Polish 
saint, Adalbert, the Bohemian born 
former bishop of Prague.
 Rev. Klawiter, a fiercely indepen-
dent spiritual shepherd who just four 
years after his ordination in Poland, 
was involved in the Polish Insurrec-
tion of 1863, was indeed a most color-
ful personality. He had envisioned a 
social complex for the new parish and 
its property when he purchased twen-
ty-seven lots at Stanislaus at Roth-
er. The new parishioners themselves 
erected a small frame building there. 
Known as "A Little Chapel," the build-
ing served as both church and school. 

They celebrated their first Mass there 
on September 12th in 1886. But the 
community grew faster than the wood 
could be hammered together. The 
members of the congregation realized 
that their chapel would not be large 
enough even before they had finished 
building it. So as a result, they ac-
quired an additional thirty-seven lots 
and on  September 8th  four days prior  
to their first mass they broke ground 
for a combination building, containing 
a 900 seat sanctuary.   T h e 
congregation conducted their final 
service in the chapel on April 10th in 
1887 and dedicated their new building 
on April 24th. However, when a sus-
picious fire destroyed the church, the 
disillusioned Klawiter left the area, 
heading west. For the next six years 
a continual change of pastors came 
to the young parish. The far-reaching 
arm of Rev. Jan Pitass brought about 
a rapid succession of priests. In 1895, 
the young Tomasz Flaczek, a fellow 
Silesian, was appointed pastor. This 
appointment so infuriated the parish-
ioners of St. Adalbert that protests 
broke out, which turned to violent, 
bloody brawls. The young pastor was 
threatened and sought refuge at St. 
Stanislaus until it was safe for him 
to return to his parish. Those dissat-
isfied parishioners organized, built 
another church just a block away, and 
called it,“Holy Mother of the Rosary.” 
Klawiter, their former pastor and the 
founder of St. Adalbert was asked to 
come back and take charge of the new 
parish. Since this was done without 
diocesan approval the Bishop would 
not bless the church or the congrega-
tion and in fact, Klawiter was excom-
municated for his actions. This parish 
became one of the many independent 
churches that sprang up in that time 
period in several Polish-American en-
claves throughout the nation. 
 The eventful and long pastorate 
of Rev. Flaczek ended in 1926. During 
his term, many improvements and 
successes occurred. A new and mod-
ern brick schoolhouse was built to ac-
commodate the over 1,000 students, 
as well as a new rectory. A native son 
of the parish, Jozef Mazur, an ecclesi-
astical painter, decorated the church. 
Stained glass windows were imported 
from Germany and installed. A rare 
and special designation bestowed on 
the parish occurred in 1907, when 
the Vatican proclaimed St. Adalbert 

w

st. adaLbErt's
fighting the good fight
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a basilica, the first in the USA. Upon 
the death of Rev. Flaczek, Franciszek 
Kaluzny became pastor. The magnif-
icent main altar of imported marble 
was installed with funds left to the 
parish for this purpose in the last will 
of Fr. Flaczek. Rev Kaluzny was a tal-
ented author and devoted much time 
to his writing besides conducting de-
votional ceremonies in the parish.
 Following the Second World War, 
the parish began to notice the young-
er families leaving the Eastside and 
by 1970 the effect became consider-
able. The once Polish stronghold was 
becoming less Polish and more of a 
minority neighborhood. The shift in 
population not only brought about the 
closing of the parish school but also 
saw the establishment of a parish out-
reach center serving the needs of the 
whole neighborhood. The Felician Sis-
ters, involved for so long in the parish 
life, took on a new ministry. Rev. Msgr. 
Joseph Stelmach implemented many 
improvements to the parish property 
and purchased more land for the par-
ish cemetery. Under the leadership 
of pastor, Joseph Bialy, the parish 
observed its centennial. Upon Bialy’s 
death, Rev. Tadeusz Bocianowski, a 
native of Poland, became pastor of the 
east side church. It was during this 
time that the diocese of Buffalo, as 
part of their downsizing effort entitled 
“Journey in Faith and Grace” decid-
ed to shut down operations at Saint 
Adalbert's. However, some dedicated 
parishioners had other thoughts and 
decided that the parish was not ready 
to shut off its lights just yet.
 The last mass was scheduled for 
November 25, 2007, but had been put 
on hold due to the parishioners hav-
ing filed an appeal to the Vatican. In 
February 2008 the Vatican's highest 
Canonical Court upheld then Bishop 
Edward Kmiec's decision to close the 
church, but the "Save St. Adalbert" 
committee made an appeal. Signs of 
protest began appearing all over the 
City of Buffalo and the vocal parish-
ioners undertook fundraising and in-
formational efforts at places like The 
Broadway Market, various Polish 
events, and even building floats or 
marching in the Dyngus Day parade. 
Whatever it took to raise awareness to 
their cause was deemed a worthwhile 
effort to these committed volunteers 
in their effort to preserve their his-
torical spiritual center. Therefore the 
process was again delayed. The situa-
tion has since been revisited, but the 
Vatican Congregation for the Clergy 
has upheld the decision to merge St. 
Adalbert Parish into St. John Kanty 
Parish. Today, the church is allowed 
to say mass only four times a year, 
unless it is for a funeral or wedding. 
The final regularly scheduled Mass at 
St. Adalbert’s was celebrated on Sep-
tember 18, 2011, marking the end of 
the year long observance of the 125th 
anniversary of the parish.
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ish Cadets submissions have been as 
wide varied as a medieval ship, smoke 
spewing dragons, WW2 era tanks, 
enormous beehives, and gargantuan 
vodka bottles.  Whatever their theme 
happens to be for the year, the one 
constant of their approach remains 
the same, go big or go home! With 
“Corky,” it’s a personal source of grat-
ification. Not simply a marketing tool 
for one of the oldest Polish Clubs in 
the area, with the Polish Cadets, it’s 
personal!  Being part of the Dyngus 
Day parade is a source of satisfaction 
and self regard as well. “Every year 
is the best, just to see and hear the 
people screaming when they see us 
coming down the street is awesome. 
I love that.” he said recently. “We 
have and always will have, the best. 
I want to put us on the map world-
wide with our floats. We will not go 
gentle into that good night.” As was 
evidenced a few years ago when the 
axle and wheels on their 700 pound 
vodka bottle broke and they literal-
ly carried/dragged their creation the 
remaining two-thirds of the parade 
route to make sure the throngs saw 
their unique entry. They must be do-
ing something right. They have won 
an award every single year they’ve 
been in the parade!
 Other organizations, like the Iron-
workers Local #6, use the planning, 
preparation, and construction of their 
annual float entry as a way of bonding 
their community together by gather-
ing what surely must be the largest 
harvest of pussy willow branches in 
the world every year in preparation 
of their float submission. These folks 
are serious about their pussy willow 
pruning. In fact, they keep the loca-
tion of their pussy willow orchard a 
highly guarded secret that even Wiki 
Leaks would be hard pressed to re-
veal. The effort seems to bear fruit as 
evidenced by their multiple “Best Use 
of Pussy Willow” Awards given out by 
parade judges year after year. They 
were even acknowledged by Anderson 
Cooper of CNN in his personalized 
greeting during last years Dyngus 
Day TV special.
 As much fun as they have partic-
ipating in the Polonia procession, Joe 
Barnashuk Ironworkers #6 adminis-
trator, takes his duties as the orga-
nizer of the Local’s entry each year 
quite seriously. “We put so much ef-
fort in our floats every year because 

ince that first procession through 
the historic Polonia District back 

in 2007, the Dyngus Day parade has 
turned into more than just a line of 
marchers and decorated cars. Mean-
dering through the streets surround-
ing the Broadway Market and the 
historical churches as the partici-
pants gather, you can feel the pride of 
the former descendants of the neigh-
borhood, and even more so from their 
children and grandchildren who may 
have never experienced this part of 
town when it was a vibrant densely 
populated neighborhood filled with 
churches, taverns, social clubs, rail-
roads, industry, and a business dis-
trict that rivaled that of downtown 
Buffalo. The emotion surges through 
the streets as marchers gather into 
formation and cars and floats get in 
line, ready to blast polka music and 
unfurl their banners, flags, and Pol-
ish pride. This annual springtime 
march is now the reason that so many 
organizations join together months 
before, to discuss and to plan. What 
will they do this year? How can we 
make it bigger, better and bolder than 
we did last year? Do we need to cre-
ate signs? What about music? Will we 
need costumes? Should we get a trail-
er for a float? These are all legitimate 
concerns for some groups that take 
their involvement in the parade seri-
ously. Every year seems to be a new 
challenge for families that use the pa-
rade as a reason to instill pride into 
their children, while teaching them 
about their families’ history or for or-
ganizations that just want to share 
their message with the community 
and maybe get new people involved in 
their missions. Still, most do it sim-
ply because it’s fun. It’s hard to be 
miserable and solemn when you are 
decorating a truck with balloons and 
pussy willow branches. 
 Some people, like James “Corky” 
Johnson of the Polish Cadets in Buf-
falo’s Black Rock, take it on as a per-
sonal mission. A mission to not only 
top the previous years effort but as 
a way to continue in what he and 
his wife, Wendy have turned into a 
quest to help make their club in Buf-
falo’s second Polonia on the shores 
of Scajaquada Creek, the best that 
it possibly can be and share the vin-
tage club's mission with a whole new 
generation of individuals. Since their 
first foray into float building, the Pol-
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it’s a way to show all the members of 
Ironworkers Local #6, their families, 
and our community what our Polish 
heritage is all about. Plus, we have a 
blast while doing it!.” It is no small 
task however creating something of 
this magnitude. This is no little red 
wagon with some white balloons tied 
to it. Over the month leading up to 
the parade, we have about 10 to 15 
people who help put the float together 
and take it apart. On Dyngus Day, we 
have between 100 and 150 members 
and their families participate and 
march in the parade.”
 Families now gather together 
from all over the world to take part in 
the revelry. The Easter holiday gives 
loved ones an added reason to reunite 
in WNY and stay the extra day or two 
to take part in something that not 
only draws the clan together, but cre-
ates life long memories for them and 
their progenitors’ offspring. They do 
it as a way to share a familial bond. 
To instill in their children a sense of 
history,  and maybe to show their kids 
that there are more ways to have fun 
other than video games. 
 Jeff Bebak and his family have 
participated in the Dyngus Day pa-
rade in Buffalo as the Buffalo Polish 
All Stars since 2010. For Jeff, it’s all 
about family. “Our dad was proud to 
be Polish and he taught us to embrace 
our heritage.  When we are putting 
our float together, I often feel like 
he is there with us and, ironically, 
it will be at that moment when I get 
into a debate with one of my brothers 
on how we can make the float better.  
He always pushed us to do our best.  
‘Nothing half ass,’ he would always 
say. 150% effort!”
 A few years into their Dyngus 
adventures, the Bebak family shows 
no signs of waned interest. In fact, 
to insure that their tradition contin-
ues, Jeff seees to it that his son gets 
in on the action as well. “I love when 
we round the corner by St. Stans and 
I see my wife and son decked out in 
their Polish All Star uniforms. Chris-
ta gives me my Dyngus Day smooch 
and hoists Andrew up to me on the 
float.  The look in his eyes as he joins 
the big guys is priceless and he is no 

less of a team member than anyone 
of us. Watching his enthusiasm and 
seeing him laugh and smile as he 
gives high-fives or throws trinkets to 
the crowd, makes me a proud father. 
To see how he has embraced the Pol-
ish culture, from the traditions to the 
food, to the whole holiday and Dyn-
gus Day celebration itself, is incred-
ible. We do it because we are proud 
of who we are and where we come 
from, we are proud to be Polish!” And 
undoubtedly, so are the tens of thou-
sands that gather to celebrate this 
annual affair, regardless of their eth-
nic background. Whether you are rid-
ing a bike, on roller skates, walking 
with an organization, or standing on 
the curb watching and cheering while 
waving your pussy willow branches, 
it doesn’t matter if your DNA proves 
your lineage from somewhere other 
than Eastern Europe. Because every-
body’s Polish on Dyngus Day!

NOT JUST A PARADE
it’s a plethora of pride

pa·rade: [puh-reyd] noun
a large public procession, usually in-
cluding a marching band and often of 
a festive nature, held in honor of an 
anniversary, person, event, etc.
 That is the official definition of 
parade. In the case of the Annual Dy-
ngus Day Parade, here in Buffalo’s 
Historic Polonia District, it could sim-
ply be defined in one word. FUN!!! 
 Unlike any other event in recent 
memory, this parade gathers people 
together with a sense of camarade-
rie and joy mixed with nostalgia and 
hope. An acknowledgment of who 
they are, where they came from and 
where they want to go. What started 
out as a rag tag group of passionate 
Poles with a few flags, a couple of 
pickup trucks and a band on a trailer, 
has turned into a big splash of Polish 
pride surfing a sea of red and white. 
Floats resembling medieval ships, 
smoke spewing dragons, fire trucks 
with sirens blazing and hosest squirt-
ing, polka bands blaring and families 
sharing memories and laughter as 
they stroll through the neighborhood 

tossing candy and beads to the little 
wide-eyed urchins gathered on the 
curbs. Who doesn’t like a parade? Not 
anyone that has ever been to the Dyn-
gus Day Parade in Buffalo NY, that’s 
for sure.
Origin of Parades:
 The origin of the parade has its 
roots in the military & politics. Gen-
erations of rulers have projected their 
power through displays of strength 
and trepidation, going back to hu-
manity’s first civilizations.
 Later parades functioned as 
broad podiums that connected the 
ruler to his audience and allowed him 
to spread his authority as he made 
his way through the crowds.
 Religious authorities and orga-
nizations used parades in much the 
same way as the military and poli-
ticians did before them. The parade 
offered a large platform for them 
to connect with the community and 
foster power. The public enjoyed the 
parades since they got a chance to be 
close to the powerful members of soci-
ety who passed by.
Parades, Fairs and Festivals:
 Many parades became associated 
with fairs and festivals. People came 
together to socialize and learn about 
recent news. Citizens could have fun 
times in the middle of misery in me-
dieval times as the circus parades 
and brightly painted carreros (carts) 
of Italy brightened people’s lives. The 
public anticipated such events, and 
the parades developed a flashy and 
exotic mood. The fleeting moments 
provided great pleasure and an es-
cape from everyday life.
 Modern parades expanded the ex-
otic and flashy parades and added a 
sense of excess to them. Mardi Gras 
and Carnival parades stem from the 
religious obligations associated with 
Lent. Parade revelers and partici-
pants put on masks and costumes, 
dance provocatively, and ignore social 
conventions during the celebratory 
weeks of the festivities.
 Military parades starkly contrast 
with the festive carnivals. Military pa-
rades often feature disciplined march-
ing with historical salutes and drills. 
The style of marching originated with 

the Prussian army, and many armies 
around the world copied the strict dis-
ciplinary lock-step. Parades in many 
countries display these marches to 
demonstrate military hardware and 
memorialize the past sacrifices of sol-
diers in times of war. But our parade 
is about fun and frivolity. If there is 
any show of strength it’s the strength 
of friendship and family. The tug of 
the forgotten neighborhood where so 
many people once lived and worked in 
seems to draw people back, certainly 
to remember, but also maybe to re-
invent. This parade acts as a bridge 
from the past to the future.
 Although the parade technical-
ly starts in front of Corpus Chris-
ti Church, the best places to grab a 
perch are on the big streets, as the 
cavalcade gathers steam heading 
down Broadway to Fillmore as it 
winds its way down Memorial Drive.
 Here are a few places to get a 
great view of all the action. Broad-
way Market on Broadway, anywhere 
along Fillmore Avenue, Saint Stanis-
laus Social Center on Peckham Street 
@ Fillmore and Pussy Willow Park on 
Memorial Drive.
 The 11th Annual Dyngus Day Pa-
rade starts at 5:00pm and lasts about 
90 minutes. An even better way to ex-
perience the parade is by participat-
ing in it. (It’s the difference between 
reading about pierogi or cooking and 
eating them). And it seems that the 
community is haaawngry!!! 
 With each passing year, the num-
ber of parade entrants grows substan-
tially. Participating groups and fam-
ilies have become more impassioned 
by the spirit of the event, over the last 
few years & the creativity exhibited is 
nothing short of remarkable. The re-
sult is a wide range of floats that are 
wildly creative and beautifully tradi-
tional. We have seen big floats, little 
floats, costumes & characters. March-
ing groups, soldiers waving flags & 
children with candy filled bags.
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es, we know the flirtatious de-
bauchery associated with legend-

ary Dyngus Day parties over the years 
would make one think twice about 
taking members of the younger set 
to experience first hand the Polonia 
pageantry that takes place on the day 
after Easter. But this is not your Bab-
cia’s bash. There are plenty of things 
to do and see for kids of all ages.
 A major motivation for Dyngus 
Day Buffalo has always been the edu-
cation and promotion of our heritage, 
(in fact our heritage centers around 
the family). So grab the kids and their 
blankies, stick a pussy willow branch 
in the stroller and teach the children 
what it is to be Polish and proud! Pri-
or to the parade there are all kinds of 
things for youngsters and the young 
at heart.
 First of all, take the little crumb 
crunchers to church. We have some of 
the most beautiful houses of worship 
anywhere in the world, smack dab 
in the middle of the historic Polonia 
district. Coincidence or could Poles be 
the chosen ones? Hmmmm. Well ev-
erybody’s Polish on Dyngus Day so I 
guess we are all chosen.

ST. GABRIELS CHURCH
 If you are starting out in the 
burbs why not add a little twist to 
your usual style of worship? Bet your 
kid’s have never been a part of a polka 
mass! Then again maybe you haven’t 
either. Well here’s your chance. Rare 
Vintage provides the soundtrack for 
a Polka Mass at 11:30. After feeding 
your spirit in the sanctuary some 
lunch in the hall afterwards will feed 
your body as well. Mmmmm Smaczne-
go. So after you light a candle head on 
over to a place where Poles have been 
providing provisions for their families 
for generations. Not only one of the 
largest congregations in WNY also 
one of the most vibrant. These people 
know how to throw a party. Your lit-
tle ones will love the live swirly twirly 
polkas and so will your kids. Lots of 
parking here might be a great place 
to start and hop on the bus.

ST. STANISLAUS CHURCH
 Founded in 1873, St. Stanislaus 
Bishop and Martyr Church is the old-
est Polish parish in the diocese of Buf-
falo and the oldest in New York State. 
It was here and within the streets 
surrounding the parish, that one of 
the largest Polish communities in the 

world was founded. In 1904, this par-
ish was among the largest in the U.S. 
with close to 20,000 parishioners and 
a school of over 3,000 children. The 
current Romanesque style church was 
built in 1882. Since 2004, the parish 
has undergone an aggressive series 
of capital improvements to stabilize 
and restore the parish campus. These 
have included the restoration of long-
lost murals and rebuilding of its his-
toric, 1893 Johnson & Son pipe organ. 
St. Stan’s Sunday Noon mass has 
been broadcasted on radio since 1945.

CORPUS CHRISTI CHURCH
 Corpus Christi was established 
in 1898 to accommodate a rapidly 
growing Polish immigrant commu-
nity. The cornerstone of the present 
Romanesque Revival church was laid 
in 1907. Built of Onondaga limestone 
faced with red Medina sandstone, 
Corpus Christi was designed by noted 
Buffalo architects Schmill and Gould. 
The awe-inspiring church interior, 
featuring some of the finest ecclesias-
tical art in the city, has 11,000 light 
bulbs illuminating the sanctuary. In 
June 2003, it was announced that 
the church would close. However, 
through the efforts of the parishio-
ners, the Pauline Fathers and Broth-
ers took over in January 2004. The 
Pauline Fathers and Brothers are in 
charge of Jasna Gora in Czestochowa, 
Poland, the home of the original icon 
of Our Lady of Czestochowa. A special 
Dyngus Day Mass begins at 11:00am.
 After Mass, stroll over to the 
brick building directly behind the 
church. Lots to do once you stop mar-
veling at the vintage interior of one of 
the coolest old social clubs still in ex-
istence. There are bowling alleys for 
the whole family to roll a few frames, 
a Krakow style castle bounce house 
in their gymnasium, plenty of games 
and coloring contests for your little 
crumb crunchers as well as plenty of 
food and drink to fuel all that activity 
regardless of your age. 

BROADWAY MARKET
 A Buffalo landmark since 1888, 
it was built to cater to the thousands 
of immigrants who flocked to the east 
side in the late 1800’s. Although the 
Market site has undergone-numer-
ous changes over time, three differ-
ent physical structures in fact, the 
old-fashioned concept of selling farm 
fresh, exotic and unusual products 
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here has remained unchanged since 
the Market’s inception. 
 Now that you’ve had a chance 
to allow the munchkins to munch on 
some traditional fare show your little 
dyngus darlings some cool stuff like…

SUPERMAN CORNER
 Look up in the sky... Directly out-
side the Lombard Street exit of the  
Broadway Market walk up Kent street 
toward Corpus Christi church. Get 
your cameras ready to take a picture 
at the next corner which is a better 
crossroads than Robert Johnson ever 
imagined anywhere on this planet. 
The Daily Planet that is, because you 
will now be standing where Clark and 
Kent streets intersect. That’s right 
kids welcome to Superman corner.

DYNGUS DAY PARADE - 5PM
 As they sang in the Music Man, 
“76 trombones led the big parade”...
well we might not have 76 trombones 
but we will have more than a few 
accordians and flags, and floats and 
marchers and thousands of smiling 
cheering revelers having a grand time 
celebrating the Polish Pride that has 
propelled this procession to such pow-
erful proportions that people have 
been planning and preparing their 
participation with great anticipation. 
In other words it’s grown. And it’s a 
lot of fun for kids of all ages. If the 
little tykes aren’t pooped after the 
parade take them to one of the larg-
er venues for a little twirl around the 
dance floor. There’s one in every di-
rection. St. Casimirs Social Center in 
Kaisertown, Polish Cadets in Black-
rock, Polish Falcons in Depew, and St. 
Gabriel’s in Elma all have great live 
polka music, food and fun for every-
one, all in a great family friendly envi-
ronment. Here’s the specifics...

ST. CASIMIR'S
A new addition to the festival this 
year is deep in the heart of another 
Polish neighborhood with a German 
sounding name. Truth be told, the 
Kaiser part came about because the 
early inhabitants of the neighborhood 
anglicized the Polish pronunciation of 
Casimir and it stuck. Although this is 
their first foray into an a full blown 
Dyngus Day party inside what used 
to be Bishop Ryan High School, com-
plete with polkas, piwo, and pierogi, 
the folks at Saint Casimir know a 
thing or two about fun and tradition. 
Father Czeslaw Krysa the Rector of 
the church is undoubtedly the fore-
most bearer of Polish traditions this 
side of Krakow. He has produced and 
starred in numerous documentaries 
and radio broadcasts on the subject 
and he even has a festival every year 
to unveil his own homemade Krupnik. 
A priest that makes his own hooch, 
ummm pretty sure that’s someone 
that knows about fun. But rest as-
sured there is an old school family 
friendly vibe here. How could it not? 
It’s inside an old school!

THE POLISH CADETS
at Grant and Amherst have been pro-
viding leadership and social activities 
for Poles of all ages since 1899. Not 
only are they one of the oldest social 
clubs of their kind in the nation, they 
will once again offer great live polka 
music, ethnic dancers and delicious 
homemade polish food in the heart 
of Buffalo’s secondary Polonia neigh-
borhood, Blackrock. You can bet your 
babushka it will be a good time. These 
guys know how to have fun.

THE POLISH FALCON CLUB 
on Columbia Avenue isn’t as old as the 
Cadets. The Falcons have only been 
around since 1903. Even though it’s 
a few years junior to the Cadets they 
know a thing or two about Dyngusing 
given that this will be their 43nd year 
of throwing one hell of a pussy willow 
party. Again, great live music, danc-
ing, food and family friendly fun.
 We were going to rate these 
events with one to five stars but they 
would all get the same five star rating 
because they are all equally fun. Your 
kids will love em and so will you. Not 
just this year, but for years to come. 
The memories of celebrating heritage, 
pride of ethnicity, community and 
family will last a lifetime…that’s the 
best part. Well, the food and the mu-
sic are pretty good too, and of course 
the parade. Everyone loves a parade.

BABCIAS @ ELKS LODGE
Just down the road a bit from the 
legendary club in Depew in the heart 
of the quaint Lancaster business dis-
trict lies another great private club 
that many outside the area know 
nothing about, but don’t let that stop 
you from checking out the Lancaster 
Elks Club latest digs on Legion Park-
way. If last years debut effort, was 
any indicator of their party-planning 
prowess, this year should be one that 
will leave the whole town dancing 
the polka and in a dyngus daze. The 
good folks at Babcias pierogi brought 
this event to life in 2016 and prom-
ise bigger and better this year with 
DJ music until 6, folk dancing per-
formances, basket raffles, a kielbasa 
eating contest, live polka music from 
6-9 and of course lots and lots of great 
authentic polish food featuring plen-
ty of delicious Babcias pierogi. 
 We were going to rate these 
events with one to five stars but they 
would all get the same five star rating 
because they are all equally fun. So 
grab your little ones, and your chil-
dren too. Your kids will love em and 
so will you. Not just this year, but for 
years to come. The memories of cel-
ebrating heritage, pride of ethnicity, 
community and family will last a life-
time…that’s the best part. Well, the 
food and the music are pretty good 
too, and of course the parade. Every-
one loves a parade.
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 In the 1980’s and 1990’s, sever-
al American bands began to combine 
Polka with various rock styles, some-
times referred to as “Punk Polka”, 
“Alternative Polka” and Team Dyn-
gus’ newly coined description, “Rock 
and Rolka.”
 These bands have not only at-
tracted a whole new generation of lis-
teners but have encouraged interest 
in some of the classic long time polka 
icons as well.  Legendary performers 
like Marion Lush, Frankie Yankov-
ic and Frank Wojnarowski have all 
found new audiences thanks in part 
to younger people discovering the 
genre through these “punk Polka” 
bands. But that genre would not even 
exist had it not been for the group 
that started the whole concept of com-
bining various styles of music with 
polka, the legendary, Brave Combo. 
 Back in 1979 a guy by the name 
of Carl Finch, a musician from Den-
ton Texas, wandered into a Wool-
worth’s one day and was struck by 
the dozens of polka records he found 
in the budget bin.
 Attracted by the strange covers, 
he bought a bunch, took them home 
and started playing them. He became 
obsessed with the bouncy folk music 
that most Americans associated with 
Lawrence Welk.
 Punk and new wave had also 
begun to rise up in the late ’70s, so 
Finch said the idea of a “nuclear 
polka” band didn’t seem all that far-
fetched. So Carl found a few other 
adventurous musicians and they set 
out on a journey that has earned 
them a devoted following including 
filmmaker David Byrne, who used 
the band in his 1986 movie True Sto-
ries (the group also performed at By-
rne’s wedding) and Simpsons creator 
Matt Groening who invited the band 
to play at a party celebrating the 
200th episode of the animated sitcom 
(Groening has also used the music in 
episodes of The Simpsons and Futur-
ama). Not only has their unique style 
earned them a huge loyal following 
all across the world, but by combin-
ing polka and punk, tangos, cha-chas, 
tejano, country, ska, rock and blues, 
just to name a few, Carl and his like 
minded Polka pals have also earned 
two Grammy awards.
 You can catch these renowned 
multiple Grammy winners yourself, 
and see what the excitement is up 
close and in person during a rare high-

ot only is Buffalo the Dyngus Day 
Capital of the World but, based on 

the amount of musical talent assem-
bled at all the different festival ven-
ues that are part of this unique cele-
bration, a strong case could be made 
that the Queen City of the Lakes  is 
the Polka Capital of the universe. (At 
least on Dyngus Day it is). But let’s 
not get ahead of ourselves. First lets 
talk about where it all began.
 Although many consider Polka 
music as a Polish creation, it’s ori-
gins are actually attributed to Bohe-
mia in the early 1800’s.  The inven-
tion of the step is credited to Anna 
Slazak, a farm servant at Elbsteinit 
near Prague.  Based in local Slavic 
folk music, by 1835 the Polka became 
a dance craze all over the ballrooms 
of Czechoslovakia before spreading 
throughout Europe by way of Vienna 
and Paris.  
 Within ten years the lively 2/4 
step hopped over the “pond” to the 
US and it remained a dominantly 
popular dance in Europe as well as 
in North America until the 20th cen-
tury, when it was displaced by rag-
time jazz, and the dance crazes of the 
Roaring Twenties.
 Polka did, however experience 
resurgence in popularity after WWll, 
when many Polish refugees moved to 
the US, adopting this Bohemian style 
as a cultural dance.  Polka dances 
are still held on a weekly basis across 
many parts of the United States with 
Central European heritage.
 Although the origin can be traced 
back to one source, there are various 
styles of contemporary polka music;  
one of the styles found in the United 
States is the North American  “Pol-
ish-style Polka”, it’s roots are in Chi-
cago.  Two sub-styles are; “The Chi-
cago Honky”  (using the clarinet and 
one trumpet) and the “Chicago Push” 
(featuring the accordion, concertinas, 
bass, drums and almost always two 
trumpets). North American “Slove-
nian Style” is fast and features piano 
accordion, chromatic accordion, and 
or diatonic button box accordion:  it 
is associated with Cleveland.  North 
American “Dutchmen-style” features 
an “oompah” sound often with a tuba 
& banjo, and has roots in the Amer-
ican Midwest.  “Conjunto-style” pol-
kas have roots in northern Texas and 
Mexico and are also called “Norteno”.  
Traditional dances from this region 
reflect the influence of polka-dancing 
European immigrants.

N

thE pOLka stOry
once upon a time there was a little twirl
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ly anticipated area appearance under 
the Big Tent at Pussy Willow Park af-
ter the parade, beginning at 7:30pm. 
 Ironically, in 2009 just as inter-
est seemed to be growing in polka 
music, the Grammy Awards in their 
infinite wisdom, announced they were 
dropping the polka category because 
of the fact that there was only one 
recording that was considered to be 
a “wide release item”.  As if that was 
going to stop the party. Ha!
 Many examples of the various 
styles of Polka music can be found 
all over WNY on Dyngus Day.  If His-
toric Polonia is your preferred place 
for pussy willows, piwo and polkas, 
check out Buffalo’s own, Stephanie 
and Her Honky Band. She will once 
again command the stage at Saint 
Stanislaus Bishop & Martyr Church.  
Stephanie is a self-taught concertina 
player who was named Best Female 
Vocalist of the Year by the Interna-
tional Polka Association.
 If adventure and exploration 
tickle your fancy, there are a myriad 
of other musical styling’s to suit all of 
your interests.  There’s even a Polka 
Mass at Saint Gabriels Church if you 
want to hedge your bets for what you 
do later.
 OK here’s a little riddle for you, 
what Polka Band is a Hard Rock act 
to follow? If you answered The Buffalo 
Touch, than we have a winner.  That’s 
right the Buffalo Touch is the only 
Polka Band to play at the Hard Rock 
Cafe? And that’s just the beginning of 
the accolades accumulated by  “Amer-
ica’s Party Polka Band”. Other feath-
ers in their caps include; inductions 
into the International Polka Associa-
tion Hall of Fame, and three Grammy 
nominations for "Best Polka Album".  
 We know you’ll love what you 
hear so much that you won’t want to 
miss them live when they kick off the 
whole festival with the Concertina All 
Stars during the Official Pre-Dyngus 
Kickoff on Easter Sunday night at the 
Pvt. Leonard Post VFW.
 As the festival unfolds on Mon-
day there are literally dozens of oth-
er polka bands to catch at venues all 
over town:  Check out our calendar 
in this guide or on our website www.
dyngusday.com for a complete list of 
bands, venues, more detailed infor-
mation and times of performances.
 It doesn’t matter whether you 
are just listening, watching, partici-
pating as a seasoned hoofer of the pol-
ka twirl, or a new comer to the dance 
floor, rest assured that this European 
form of aerobics can be enjoyed with-
out Dramamine by everyone, and one 
thing is for sure, in the Polka Story, 
everyone lives happily after!
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e often hear the term Polonia, 
but what does it mean?  Accord-

ing to Wikipedia, the Polish diaspora 
refers to people of Polish origin who 
live outside of Poland. The Polish di-
aspora is also known in modern Pol-
ish language as Polonia, which is the 
name for Poland in Latin. Technical-
ly, that explanation is right, however 
it is much more than that. Polonia is 
a collective sharing of experiences, 
tradition, of culture of food and cele-
bration.  The four members of Polonia 
which, we’ve invited to take part in 
our “Points Of Light” questionnaire 
are the perfect cross-section of our 
culture.  We are proud to have them 
as members of Polonia we and thank 
them for their contributions to our 
heritage and community.

CHERYL GORSKI
This Princess of Polonia began her ca-
reer at a photography studio in 1988 
specializing in portraiture, where she 
developed a keen competency in oth-
er specialties including fashion, jour-
nalism and documentary lifestyle.  
Today, Cheryl's style has been noted 
as “naturally perspective; a blend of 
fashion and documentary.”
Recently, she began an internet-based 
fashion magazine designed to bring 
current fashion collections, news, 
beauty, accessories, mens fashion, 
bridal, editorials, and trends to view-
ers .  FashionManiac.com also embod-
ies local photo-shoots utilizing local 
talent for style, hair and makeup.
what does it mean to you to be a part of 
Buffalo's Polonia?  
I feel proud to say I'm Polish, and 
feel a solidarity and comfort being 
surrounded with Polish friends. Al-
though my work takes me all over the 
country and allows me to work with 
people of many different ethnicities 
and walks of life, I have the utmost 
respect for my fellow Poles. They are 
strong and they are fierce. Plus they 
are a whole lot of fun! My connec-
tion to Polonia is powerful. Besides 
where else can you learn how to Pol-
ka dance, sing Bobby Vinton songs or 
learn about your heritage than from 
a Babcia!
Do you have any favorite Dyngus Memo-
ries or recollections?
Every year is fun, starts off with pa-

rade, drinks, squirt gun shenanigans, 
dancing, bumping into fellow Poles 
and old friends, shots and next day 
Polish Amnesia sets in. 
what is your favorite Polish Food?
Lazy Pierogi & Golabki
Pusy willow or water?  
Water. It’s refreshing.

GARY WITKOWSKI
In some ways this proud son of Po-
lonia has come a long way. In other 
ways it’s only been a few blocks. He 
began his retail career at the infa-
mous Sattlers Dept store but wound 
up at the storied downtown men’s re-
tailer Peller & Mure where he broke 
records for hat sales and eventually 
secured an apprenticeship with an 
artisan in Lynn, Mass. to learn the 
rare craft of hat making. One of only 
about a dozen such craftsman left 
in the world today, he has been pro-
ducing fine handcrafted headwear 
from his modest shop on Broadway 
for over 30 years. Don’t be fooled by 
the modest storefront. Films such 
as Batman, Tombstone, Blues Bros, 
Untouchables, Indiana Jones, Broad-
way stage productions and even the 
HBO series Boardwalk Empire have 
all featured Witkowski’s work. Inter-
national stars regularly pop into his 
old school storefront while in town 
to add to their wardrobes because a 
handmade chapeau from the Custom 
Hatter is not just a covering for your 
head it’s a statement of success.
what does it mean to you to be a part of 
Buffalo's Polonia?  
It’s tremendously important to my 
entire family and me. You know I 
was raised on the eastside, on Lom-
bard Street. This was a tight knit 
neighborhood back then. Filled with 
predominantly hard working Polish 
Americans. Since I was very young 
I was always taught to treat others 
with respect, work hard and try to be 
the best at whatever you do. This is 
something that has stayed with me 
since I was a boy. I’ve worked tireless-
ly to build up a reputation worldwide 
and I attribute that to the lessons 
taught to me by my family and my 
community. 
Do you have any favorite Dyngus Memo-
ries or recollections?
I remember my father coming home 
from the old Schuper House on Gib-
son Street reeking of perfume because 
they would splash each other with 
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perfume instead of water. That must 
have been a high-end crowd. But my 
daughter Jenna and I have seen it all 
especially since the parade began. We 
still love to go to Artys and celebrate. 
It warms my heart to see people re-
discovering this neighborhood where 
I grew up and work. 
what is your favorite Polish Food?
Kraut and mushroom pierogi smoth-
ered with sautéed onions
Pussy willow or water?
That’s a good question. Hmmm, 
(thoughtful pause) I guess I have to 
say pussy willow, the water thing can 
get a little carried away.

WENDY HIGGINS
This human dynamo has been work-
ing tirelessly to reinvent the Polish 
Cadets Club in Black Rock and share 
Polish culture with a new generation 
for the last decade. Since making a 
promise to her late father nearly ten 
years ago, that she would carry on 
the traditions of the organization that 
were so important to him, Wendy has 
been a diligent ambassador for Polish 
heritage and for the entire communi-
ty. Under her guidance, the club has 
seen an explosion of membership and 
activity at what many would consider 
the heart and soul of Buffalo’s “sec-
ondary” Polonia neighborhood. One 
of the strongest proponents of Dyn-
gus Day and the impact that the fes-
tival has had on the region, she and 
her family along with countless vol-
unteers have transformed a waning 
institution into a vibrant enterprise 
for Poles and non Poles alike. She is 
a strong pillar of the community and 
truly a bright Polonia point of light.
what does it mean to you to be a part of 
Buffalo's Polonia?  
I feel that traditions represent a very 
important piece of our culture. They 
help form the foundation of both our 
families and our community. They 
are a reminder that we are part of a 
history that defines our past, shapes 
who we are now and who we will be 
in the future. Honoring our traditions 
not only provides us with a sense 
of comfort and belonging, but also 
brings our family, our friends and our 
communities together from all back-
grounds to celebrate our common val-
ues.  Being part of Buffalo's Polonia 
has given us the opportunity to con-
tinue to honor our founders, celebrate 
our heritage, and extend our grati-
tude to those who show us support 
and also to join together with others 
in creating lasting memories for our 
families and friends to look back upon 
some day. I feel we all have a respon-
sibility to keep the traditions that are 
close to our hearts alive and make 
sure that they are passed down to the 
next generation and so on. 
Do you have any  favorite Dyngus Memo-
ries or recollections?
I think my favorite memory is when-
my husband Corky, his dad and our 

boys built the Boleslaw the Brave Vi-
king Ship float. It was bittersweet 
and very special to all of us. To begin 
with, Corky did a lot of research be-
cause its been very important to me 
for all our floats to be connected to 
Polish history, tradition, and celebra-
tion. So we all learned about Boleslaw 
the Brave in the first phase. Then the 
planning and building began and al-
though Corky's dad was very ill with 
end stage cancer, he insisted on doing 
this project with his son and grand-
sons and so they did! We were all very 
proud of what they accomplished to-
gether. That memory will be forever 
special in our hearts. 
what is your favorite Polish Food?
My favorite Polish food...pierogi 
Pussy willow or water?
Pussywillow

DAVE GAWRONSKI
This Buffalo native started playing 
the accordion at the ripe old age of 
eight. Three years later he began his 
first band, the Melodiers, and start-
ed working gigs. The trio grew in size 
and ability, and soon became quite 
popular on the wedding and party cir-
cuit. After a tour in the Navy he got 
the band back together and began a 
musical career that included stints 
with legendary polka superstars like 
Frank Wojnarowski, The New York-
ers, Larry Chesky, and the Buffalo 
Touch. The recipient of numerous 
awards for his accordion wizardry, 
to date Dave has recorded 5 LPs and 
he’s gained a loyal following over the 
last few years as the backbone of the 
Forgotten Buffalo Orchestra. He and 
his wife Arlene currently make their 
home in the southtowns
what does it mean to you to be a part of 
Buffalo's Polonia?  
To me, it means a great deal.  In my 
teens we used to rehearse our band 
at Doc's. It was a bar on Broadway 
in historic Polonia.  We would prac-
tice there for the Bishop Ryan Danc-
es.  That was our High School, and 
back then going to a Ryan Dance was 
like going to a Polish Wedding.  3 
to 4 hundred kids dancing polka's, 
oberek's, reinlanders and very little 
american music.  The polish tradi-
tions were and still are my favorite, 
going to the Broadway Market, Eas-
ter Breakfast, Christmas Wigilia and 
so much more.
Do you have any favorite Dyngus Memo-
ries or recollections?
My favorite Dyngus Day memories 
were playing at places like Chopins, 
the Anchor Inn, and many of the small 
taverns throughout the East side.
what is your favorite Polish Food?
I'm really big on golumbki 
Pussy willow or water?
I'm a pussy willow kind of guy.

Cheryl gorski

gary witkowski

wendy higgins

Dave gawronski
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rom old world tradition to a mod-
ern world class ethnic festival. 

Buffalo’s Dyngus Day celebration has 
undoubtedly turned into one of the 
largest festivals of it’s kind anywhere 
on the globe. To so many people that 
now take part in the refreshingly ri-
diculous revelry year after year, it 
seems as if this unique celebration 
has always been a part of the unveil-
ing of Spring here in Western New 
York. But it wasn’t always that way…
 Although the post Lenten ob-
servance known as Dyngus Day has 
been noted in the City’s traditional 
Polish neighborhoods dating back 
to the 1870s when the cities Polish 
colony began taking root, it was re-
ferred to as Smingus Dingus, back 
then. Modern Dyngus Day in Buffalo 
had its beginnings with the Chopin 
Singing Society when they had their 
clubrooms on the East side of Buffalo 
in the city’s historic Polonia district. 
Judge Ann Mikoll and her late hus-
band Theodore held a “Smingus Din-
gus” themed party at the Society’s 
clubrooms on Kosciuszko Street in 
1961. The idea was born after a trip 
to Poland where the Mikolls renewed 
their love of the colorful obscure cus-
toms of the Polish people. The event, 
originally meant to boost the declin-
ing membership of the society, soon 
became an annual event in Buffalo. 
Political and business leaders made 
their way to the Chopin’s Clubrooms 
every year the day after Easter to 
begin the day with a ceremonial 
“swieconka” luncheon. Polka music 
was played throughout the building’s 
meeting and bar rooms and there 
was plenty of revelry to be had by all. 

Because of the quirky nature of the 
associated traditions i.e. the splash-
ing of water and swatting with pussy 
willow branches the party turned 
into a much anticipated yearly affair.
 But as the neighborhood waned 
so did Dyngus activity in the city. 
Chopins left the Eastside in the early 
1990s & moved out to new clubrooms 
in the eastern suburb of Cheektowa-
ga where they tried to attract a whole 
new generation of Polonia. 
 But by that time the young-
er members of Polonia were used to 
looking at other types of music and 
recreation. And Polka music was not 
part of what they were looking for. As 
the next generations of Poles became 
completely assimilated with modern 
American culture Polka music and old 
world style customs started to become 
obsolete and unhip. These were things 
your “Babcia” did. There was nothing 
cool about “Dyngus” back then.
 That all changed in 2005 when 
the website DyngusDayBuffalo.com 
was born. The following year Dyngus 
Day Buffalo was founded by Marty 
Biniasz and Eddy Dobosiewicz, two 
friends that wanted to shine a pos-
itive light on a forgotten neighbor-
hood and a misunderstood culture. 
The hope was that by providing mar-
keting and organizational support to 
a number of combined events across 
the region, more people would show 
up to these parties and a younger 
demographic would be attracted to 
something that wasn’t deemed hip 
by anyone under the age of fifty. The 
ultimate goal was to promote the 
unique ethnic, religious and cultural 
aspects of Polish culture throughout 
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the world and the influence of Poles 
nationwide through this quirky cele-
bration that was now known as Dy-
ngus Day. In 2007, the streets of the 
Historic Polonia District were once 
again filled with polkas and pussy 
willows as the Inaugural Dyngus 
Day Parade was organized making 
its way through the streets of Old 
Polonia. Today the Parade routes 
through the historic neighborhood 
past numerous party sites and con-
cludes at a number of large outdoor 
parties near Buffalos old railroad 
center the Buffalo Central Terminal 
in the shadow of two prominent his-
toric Polish Catholic churches. 
 In subsequent years, the number 
of parties in the Historic Polonia Dis-
trict continued to expand with even 
more events as well as numerous 
family owned taverns getting in on 
the act again.  In addition to the “old 
neighborhood” the suburban venues 
hosting sizable Dyngus Dances have 
more than doubled. As well as other 
city neighborhoods, including Buffa-
lo’s Blackrock neighborhood, (which 
is really Buffalo’s second Polish Colo-
ny), Kaisertown and the “bohemian” 
Allentown area. There are now doz-
ens of different festival sites that are 
officially part of what has turned into 
one of the most unique ethnic cele-
brations of its kind on the planet. 
 The introduction of an extensive 
system of shuttle buses connecting 
all the venues together has spurred 
participation to new heights. Atten-
dance in 2016 was estimated at over 
50,000 for Dyngus Day events across 
Western New York making it one of 
the largest, one day ethnic festivals 
in North America.
 A lot of attention was drawn 
to Buffalo’s Dyngus day by the re-
action of  CNNs Anderson Cooper a 
few years ago and may have angered 
some who thought that his uncon-
trollable laughter associated with 
the quirky customary rituals of the 
observance was insulting. However 
the resulting awareness and other 
national media coverage only fueled 
the growth of the celebration. The 
ABC affiliate in Buffalo, WKBW be-

gan airing a live television special 
in 2014 entitled “Dyngus Day Diary” 
that earned an Emmy nomination for 
the station and its producers.
All this notoriety has now born fruit. 
In addition to the growth of the fes-
tival, more people are now coming in 
by the busload from places like Ohio, 
Michigan, Pennsylvania, Massachu-
setts, etc. It seems that Dyngus Day 
in Buffalo, NY has now turned into a 
tourist attraction. Who would’ve even 
thought that to be possible twelve 
years ago? But as Buffalo continues 
to reconnect with its history, and 
more of us realize the potential draw 
of our areas authenticity we now see 
the value of old world traditions.
 The compelling stories we have 
to tell about the different ethnic com-
munities that settled here, working 
the factories or railroads and rais-
ing families while striving to realize 
their American dream, appeal to a 
new generation and have revealed 
themselves to be powerful marketing 
tools for the city.
  As a result of all these efforts the 
neighborhood that was once home to 
this large Polish colony (and in fact 
the entire Polish American cul- ture 
of WNY) has been experiencing a 
re-awakening of sorts. A new found 
appreciation of its significance and 
potential. In addition because of the 
marketing efforts of dyngusday. com 
and their promotion of Polish culture 
throughout the years, an un- prece-
dented swelling of Polish pride has 
been taking place throughout the re-
gion for over a decade with no signs 
of letting up.
 After all this and more than 
a half century of polkas and pussy 
willows, no other city on the planet 
can claim to celebrate Dyngus Day 
like we do in the Queen City. It has 
turned into a point of civic pride not 
only for Buffalo’s Polonia but all of 
Western New York. Thank you for 
participating in history as we contin- 
ue to spread the story about Dyngus 
Day and the heritage of Buffalo’s Po- 
lonia. Dziekuje, dziekuje bardzo!

pussy WiLLOW pOWEr
the whole story from beginning to end
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lthough Dyngus Day is only one 
day out of 365, we do our very best 

to provide you, our Dyngus disciples 
with ways to extend this joyous celebra-
tion and spring like state of mind. So as 
we do every year, Dyngus Day Buffalo 
once again is offering up some great 
souvenirs to not only put you in a party 
frame of mind, but to keep it going all 
year long. Because this last winter was 
so much milder than we normally expe-
rience (thanks Al Gore) we decided to 
shelve the idea of Dyngus Day parkas, 
mukluks and toboggans. But something 
tells us there will be plenty of ‘ski’s in 
the parade anyway.  In any event fear 
not because we’ve got you covered.
 Because of the tremendous retail 
success over the past few years, with 
many Wegman’s and Tops locations 
hosting Dyngus Day activities and sell-
ing Dyngus Day gear, this year once 
again all Tops and Wegmans locations 
in WNY have hopped back on the Polo-
nia Express, selling brand new t-shirts 
designs, hoodies, crew neck sweat 
shirts, base ball caps, embroidered knit 
caps, polka cd’s, even baby sized t-shirts 
that are sooo cute and are perfect little 
stuffers for your dyngus darlings’ Eas-
ter baskets.  These are just some of the 
way cool tokens we have to offer as evi-
dence of your Dyngus dedication. Some 
of our official festival venues will have 
certified Dyngus gear as well on the big 
day itself. But if you can get it now, why 
would you want to wait until the big 
day to get your gear? With Tops, Weg-
man’s and the Broadway Market acting 
as official Dyngus Day  “pop-ups”, run 
don’t walk, there’s a red shirt with your 
name on it in your neighborhood.
 Oh and while you’re there, look for 
great specials on Zywiec Beer, and you 
may as well check out the Coca-Cola 
displays They are kind of hard to miss 
actually, (if you don’t already know, 
they are the official soft drink of Dy-
ngus Day, even though we like it all 
year long. Their logo colors are red and 
white after all). As that old jingle says 
“things go better with Coke”. Dyngus 
Day is no exception.
 If by chance you are way too busy 
coloring Easter eggs or packing your 
Swienconka basket to be able to think 
of such things as event themed fashions 
or Dyngus doodads never fear. As we 
mentioned you will still have the oppor-
tunity to blend in with official merchan-
dise during the event as select festival 
locations will be offering many of these 
wares on the big day itself.

A  In the event that you already have 
your outfit planned and don’t need any 
attire because oh lets say you are plan-
ning to wear a suit made of pussy wil-
low catkins, or have decided to dye your 
hair red and white and don’t want to 
divert attention from you new coiffure, 
there’s still something for you. What’s 
that you say? A pussy willow pass 
that’s what!!
 Vouchers are available at every 
Wegman’s in the nation and are re-
deemable in the express lane at the 
Pussywillow Park Party tent.  You can 
even use your voucher to get to the tent 
from any venue on the route, just show 
it to your bus driver and tell him to step 
on it! Now that’s customer service. Or 
you can pick up a bracelet at the Broad-
way Market, or any of the participating 
festival venues, ahead of the big day. 
The idea here is to save time. Why wait 
in line and cut into prime Dyngusing 
time? This is an important point to re-
member when you are making your an-
nual pilgrimage to the Broadway mar-
ket in preparation for Easter. As long 
as you are there already, stop by the 
Official Dyngus Day booth and pick up 
all of the afore mentioned loot plus, only 
at the Broadway Market outlet, you can 
find our carved wooden Dyngus Day 
Buffalo coasters or customized key fobs. 
There were only a limited amount of 
these made but they make great afford-
able gift items so get them while there’s 
time, which brings us to our next point.
 While time management is very im-
portant when trying to maximize your 
dyngus delight, it’s important to re-
member the poor souls that aren’t able 
to join us in the festivities here in the 
Dyngus Day Capital of the world. Those 
poor working stiffs that either couldn’t 
scam a day off from work or (this is 
hard to understand but) do not grasp 
the importance of celebrating springs 
arrival at this bacchanal bash in Buf-
falo. Our swag is sweet and our dyngus 
duds not only demonstrate that you are 
a true red and white blooded Polonian, 
but our “official” gear lets all of your 
out-of-town friends and relatives and 
those not yet indoctrinated, know that 
you really do love them when you come 
home with or send them a little good-
ie bag filled with Dyngus day gear:  An 
official Dyngus Day guide, maybe some 
Redlinski kielbasa, and a jar of Weber’s 
mustard. Who knows, maybe it’s just 
the thing you need to get them to join 
you or have them move back home to 
the Queen city.

havE nO FEar
we have dyngus gear

april  17th 
2pm -?

doors  open  1pm

$10.00
under 10  free

with  parents
for  tickets
&  info  call

684-2373
kitchen 

opens  at  2pm

$10.00 
pussywillow 
passes  for sale

depew  polish
falcons club
445  columbia Ave

Depew,   ny

free  parking

polkabuffalo's best  
polka  bands!!!

special
delivery

2- 6pm
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