
 

 

 

 
RFP FOR THE KAIMERA PRODUCTIONS NYC WORKSHOP OF LIVING ALTAR 

LAGUARDIA PERFORMING ARTS CENTER, MAY 23 & 24, 2017 
PROPOSAL DUE BY MIDNIGHT ON March 31, 2017. 

 
 
Kaimera Productions is seeking performing artists and performance ensembles that can 
create a 30-minute performance for the first workshop of an international project: Living Altar. 
Performers of any medium - dance, theater, opera, performance art, circus, music, etc - are 
encouraged to apply. Ten artist groups (each consisting of one or multiple artists) will be 
selected, all of which need to have a proven track record of generating original performance 
work. 
 
 
About Living Altar 
With information from all around the world at our fingertips, we have never been so connected. 
And at the same time, we have never been so distant. As death counts add up, the value of a 
life is reflected in how many seconds it takes us to scroll to the next headline. Even then, our 
attention span varies from life to life: in the way we relate to death, all lives are not considered 
equal.  
 
Living Altar is a multi-disciplinary performative celebration of the lives of individuals killed in 
conflict, whether military or civilian, and regardless of origin, gender, religion, status, or 
profession. Through a series of successive 30-minute performance pieces called “Living Altars”, 
casualties are given a name, a face, a story, and equal value. Living Altars will be based on 
information gathered through surveys completed by those close to the deceased. Living Altar 
asks the difficult question: what is a life worth? As we are confronted with the news of death and 
conflict, whether close or far, it’s rare for us to find a time or a place to grieve collectively. Living 
Altar aims to offer exactly that, and perhaps even a chance to heal. Learn more at 
www.kaimeraproductions.com/living-altar.  
 
 
About Kaimera Productions 
Kaimera Productions is a live arts company based in New York and Paris. The company’s 
mission is to provide platforms for audiences to come together in dialogue and examine some of 
the hardest questions our global society faces, through performances created collaboratively by 
experts in and outside of the arts. Since its inception, Kaimera has been active in the U.S.A, 
France, India, Turkey, and the United Arab Emirates. Kaimera Productions is led by Simón 
Adinia Hanukai and Jonathan Camuzeaux. Learn more at www.kaimeraproductions.com.  
 



Workshop Goals 
Living Altar is Kaimera’s most ambitious work to date. The round-the-clock project aims to 
simultaneously premiere in NYC, Paris, Istanbul and Dubai, bringing together over 200 
international performing artists. The upcoming workshop at the LaGuardia Performing Arts 
Center is instrumental to the overall success of the piece, and will serve as the laboratory for 
Kaimera’s curatorial team and their global partners to test out the piece’s format, structure, 
drafting process, design and presentation approach. On top of creating and presenting work in a 
state of the art theater, the participating artists will have an opportunity to greatly shape the 
project in a crucial moment of its development. Participants of this workshop will be considered 
in priority for the international premiere of the piece in 2019.  
 
 
The 10 selected individual artists/performance ensembles will receive:  

- $150 honorarium per artist group; 
- Rehearsal space at LaGuardia Performing Arts Center between May 7 & 20 (pending 

availability); 
- Opportunity to present the piece twice at the LaGuardia Performing Arts Center’s Little 

Theater; 
- Video documentation of their work; 
- Priority consideration for the international premiere of Living Altar in 2019. 

 
 
The Process/Requirements to Participate: 
Each individual 30-minute “Living Altar” is created and performed by a different artist group, 
guided by Kaimera’s team. Each artist group can be composed of one or multiple artists. The 
process of creating Living Altars will be up to each individual artist or ensemble to navigate, 
depending on their personal devising approach. The Kaimera team will serve as a curatorial 
body and not a prescriptive one, giving the artists the necessary freedom to work, while 
providing them with the structure and support to produce the work. The following is a blueprint 
for the process, but the Kaimera team is open to modification suggestions from the participating 
artists.  
 

1. Once the 10 artists/ensembles are selected, they will receive: 
• A randomly assigned testimony about an individual killed in conflict; 
• A list of guidelines that they must use when creating their performance; 
• The layout and specifications of the set, lighting and sound design, which they 

will need to work with when creating their performance.  
2. The artists will:  

• Hold an initial meeting with the Kaimera team to go over the process. Date & 
time TBD. 

• Present the initial idea/structure of the proposed performance on April 23, 2017 
and receive feedback (via email/Skype)  

• Present the first draft of the script/structure on May 1, 2017 and receive feedback 
(via email/Skype) 



• Present the second draft of the script/structure on May 10, 2017 and receive 
feedback (in person) 

• Present final draft of the script/structure on May 17, 2017 (in person) 
3. Must be available to participate in: 

• Whole cast rehearsal on May 21st - Time TBD 
• Full Day Tech rehearsal on May 22nd  
• Final Performances: 

- May 23 - 5pm to 10pm (call time 3pm)  
- May 24 - 5pm to 10pm (call time 1 hour prior to individual performance) 

4. Submit a post show evaluation of the process. 
 
 
To Participate, Please Submit the Following by Midnight on March 31, 2017: 

• A Statement of Intent (500-word limit): Why are you interested in participating in this 
workshop?  

• If individual:  
- A 200-word bio 
- Resume, highlighting devising experience 

• If ensemble: 
- A 400-word bio of the ensemble, plus 200-word bios for each key ensemble 

members.   
• 2-3 work samples - images and/or videos (10-minute limit) 
• Name, email address and phone number. Ensembles must designate a lead artist 

who will be in charge of communication with the Kaimera team. 
 
Information to be sent to info@kaimeraproductions.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Living Altar is produced in consultation with Theatre Without Borders.  


