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KITEC PIPING & FITTINGS 

 
There is currently a class action lawsuit in place associated with the performance of Kitec piping. A 
Settlement Agreement resolving Class claims in the cases has been negotiated on behalf of the Class by 
Class Counsel and with Defendants IPEX Inc. and IPEX USA LLC and its predecessor IPEX USA Inc. 
and IPEX Distribution Inc. (collectively, "IPEX Defendants") and related entities.  If you had plumbing 
installed in your home between 2004 and 2007 there is a likely chance that you may have this type of 
piping and fittings. Vist http://www.kitecsettlement.com/ for more details on the settlement. 
 
Kitec is a brand of brass plumbing fitting that was recalled in 2005 by its 
manufacturer, IPEX, due to its tendency to quickly corrode. Inspectors should be 
aware that the fitting, which was widely installed in the early 1990s throughout 
Canada under the trademarks "IPEX Aqua", "IPEX Homerite", and under the more 
generic name "PEX-Al-PEX" (for PEX - polyethylene crosslinked - Aluminum - 
PEX).  Kitec piping has a tendency to quickly fail (through a process known as 
dezincification), and thousands of defective plumbing lawsuits have been filed 
throughout North America. 
 
Kitec manufactured the fittings with a high percentage of zinc, making them 
vulnerable to a corrosion of that element in a process that is known as dezincification. As water goes 
through the fittings it corrodes the metal and zinc leaches from the brass and creates a powdery buildup 
inside the fittings. This buildup can weaken the fitting, restrict water flow and, in the worst-case scenario, 
cause the pipe to leak or burst.  
 
Identification of Kitec may be done by locating a yellow or neon sticker on 
or inside the electrical box. It is not recommended that the home owner 
open the electrical panel.  This should only be done by a qualified 
electrician, Be aware that stickers were sometimes used indiscriminately to 
warn of nonmetallic plumbing systems other 
than Kitec. It is therefore possible that a home 
has no Kitec fittings even if there is a Kitec 
sticker in the electrical panel box. Similarly, 
many homes that contain Kitec plumbing do not 
have stickers in their electrical panel boxes.  
 
Alternately, Kitec piping may be identified by 
the colour and labelling on the pipes.  Kitec 
piping is typically orange or blue and where the 

fittings are visible look for the words Kitec or KTC on them.  Valves, 
fittings, and/or components may have the labels KITEC, PEX-AL-PEX, 
PE-AL-PE, PERT-AL-PERT, PEX pipe and may have been, 
manufactured by or on behalf of IPEX whether sold under the names 
Kitec, PlumbBetter, IPEX AQUA, WarmRite, Kitec XPA, 
AmbioComfort, XPA, KERR Controls, Plomberie Améliorée or 
otherwise). The terms CSA B137.9/10 or ATSM F1974 could also 
indicate that you have a Kitec system. (Pictures of stickers and panel 
courtesy of Future Proof Property Inspections http://fppi.ca/kitec-
plumbing-fittings/) 

 
Replacing the fittings and piping will most likely require cutting into the walls and re-plumbing the house,  
The costs are indeterminate but will likely be in the order $6,000 to $8,000, on average, although it can 
cost several times this amount. These costs are paid largely out of pocket, as some insurers do not cover 
repairs to items that were recalled and many insurers who will cover the repairs require a 
sizable deductible and increased rates. 
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