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49th Independence Day Address by His Excellency the President 
31st January 2017 

 
His Honour the Acting Chief Justice Mohammed Shafi Khan 
Honourable Cabinet Colleagues 
Honourable Members of Parliament 
His Excellency the High Commissioner of Australia Mr. John Donnelly 
His Excellency the Ambassador of Taiwan Mr. Joseph Chow 
Ambassador Djauhari Oratamangun of Indonesia 
The Chief Secretary 
The Survivors from Truk and the Young at Hearts 
Members of the Clergy 
Distinguished Guests 
Ladies and gentlemen 
Boys and girls 
 
Omo joran, me ekamawir omo ea kamie memak, ean ñgabumine daein ata ibibogiei 
wora independence  Ei bet ata daein omaran an redo ñamen bwieta atsin Ruk, erowit 
eake ouwak.  Añ otubwa wora Temoniba dogin an eo dogin raña gata. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, I am delighted to be here today with you all on this very special 
day as we celebrate and commemorate our 49th Anniversary of our Independence Day.  
We also commemorate and remember the 71st anniversary of the return of our people 
from Truk. 
 
49 years ago, we reached a turning point in our history.  The struggles of our forefathers 
to achieve self-determination through political independence became officially 
recognized by the world.  49 years ago, our forefathers stood on these very grounds and 
spoke to the world for the first time - as a free people and as an independent nation.  49 
years ago, according to His will, God as the creator of nations, granted us our 
independence, and we will forever be thankful and humbled. 
 
We indeed had a remarkable history as a people, marred by events of geo-political 
forces that impacted our lives in a very significant way.   Wars and diseases in the last 
century decimated our people to the verge of extinction.  Our resilience and of cause the 
protection of God ensured our survival.  Our vision of independence was moulded by 
those who survived War World Two, and it was the beginning of a new way of thinking 
which ultimately led to our independence, and to where we are today. 
 
Today, the meaning of Independence Day is synonymous with happiness and 
celebrations.  It is a reflection of the people and a time to celebrate our historical 
development and achievements.  We do not only remember our past, but we set 
ourselves targets for the future. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, in order to understand and navigate the future, we must not 
forget the past.  Many wise men and the Bible in particular, espouse the importance of 
learning from history.  God is the creator of all, and He certainly is the creator of nations.  
Our motto ‘God’s Will First’ articulate our relations with the Creator and we must aspire 
to do what is right, teach our children correctly, love one another, and work hard to 
build our nation. 
 
In the 49 years since our independence, our nation has experienced its peaks and 
troughs.  Many lessons were learnt, and many dreams faltered.  The one thing we must 
maintain in the face of trials is perseverance.   God is giving us a second chance as a 
nation to do what is right as taught by Jesus Christ. 
 
Our independence day is about our political freedom, but each one of us can also 
express their independence and true freedom by taking responsibility of their own life.  
True independence is saying to yourself:  
 

“I will take responsibility for my own life. I will set my own course. I will 
make my own success. I will take action. I will persist. I will find lessons in 
setbacks. I will look forward not backward. I will turn haters into 
motivators. I will be empowered by my circumstances not impeded by them. 
I can achieve whatever I want and nothing can hold me back. I own my 
future.  This is my independence”.   

 
Ladies and gentlemen, the future is full of opportunities which we should all take 
advantage of.  My Government for its part is taking steps to invest, develop and 
capitalize on opportunities for the betterment of the Nauruan people.  This avenue is 
pursued to improve the quality of life for all Nauruans, not only today, but for the future 
as well. 
 
We all know that the direct and indirect flow on effects of the RPC has done much to 
rejuvenate our economy.  This has created business opportunities which your 
Government is capitalizing with assistance from our friends and partners such as 
Australia, the Republic of China, and the Asian Development Bank or ADB.  These 
include achievements made in 2016 and they are: 
 
1) The establishment of our Sovereign Trust Fund.  The fund is now firmly 

established with a value exceeding A$40 million as of today and set to grow at a 
steady $15 to 20 million per year. 

 
2) Port infrastructure improvement.  Nauru signed a pre-feasibility study funded by 

ADB for the Port Development Project in February.  This project is progressing 
well with a possible upgrade to an all-weather Port costing around $64 million.  
In the meantime to improve Port operations, new mooring systems will be 
installed by April of this year which cost approximately $7.0 million.  Two new 
barges donated by Japan valued at $1.6 million in total, have arrived and are 
expected to be operational by February.  

 
3) New generators for Nauru Utilities Corporation.  With ADB and Australia 

support, two new 3 megawatt generators are expected to arrive in August 2017.  



3 
 

It is anticipated that power outages will become an issue of the past once the 
new generators are installed. 

 
4) Nauru signed an MOU for a submarine fibre optic cable last September. This 

regional project which involves the Federated States of Micronesia and Kiribati is 
funded by the World Bank and ADB.  It is expected to come online by 2019 at the 
latest.  This project will open many possibilities for development including 
health and education, and it is expected to lower costs of communications and 
with improved reliability, which is priceless in today’s fast world of 
communications. 

 
5) Other achievements in 2016 includes Nauru becoming members of the World 

Bank and International Monetary Fund.   By joining these two premier financial 
institutions, avenues for improving our finances services are greatly enhanced.  

 
Ladies and gentlemen, my Government is focused on the future for our people and we 
have many exciting projects in the pipeline that are designed for the benefit of the 
people.  Among these are the following. 
 
1) Solar Energy.  My Government is working on increasing the generating capacity 

of solar energy on Nauru.  We currently have over 400 kilowatt of solar energy 
fed into the grid.  We hope to more than double this capacity over the next 12 to 
24 months, and increase it by as much as 5 fold by the year 2020 and beyond.  
 

2) Rehabilitation.  Plans are underway to redevelop topside for urban planning, 
renewable energy, reforestation, agriculture, sporting, residential and other uses.  
Nauru Rehabilitation Corporation is redeveloping the Government land at 
topside to undertake pilot trials of several projects related to redevelopment.  
My Government is putting plans in place to approach donor agencies such as the 
Green Climate Fund to consider assistance on these projects. 

 
3) Review of the National Sustainable Development Strategy or NSDS.  A review and 

upgrade of our NSDS is expected to commence this year.  An updated NSDS will 
give Nauru clear direction in our future development plans on a sound basis. 
 

4) Eigigu Holdings.  Our oldest Nauruan public company Eigigu is currently in the 
process of reforms and restructuring to make them sustainable and profitable in 
the long term.  It is expected that 2017 will be a quiet year for Eigigu, and it is our 
hope that 2018 will bring new opportunities and put Eigigu in stronger financial 
position. 

 
5) Other projects such as climate proofing our country and coastal protection, and 

improving water storage and distribution systems are also in the pipeline.  The 
private sector is also being engaged and we hope to have a more transparent and 
closer working relations with them in the future. 

 
In the air transportation sector, exciting new developments are expected to be launched 
soon.  Nauru Airlines is expected to launch new services in early 2017 to Kwajalein and 
Guam, and is likely to return to Norfolk Island.  Nauru Airlines will also exercise its full 
traffic rights on the Brisbane to Honiara sector. 
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The hangar facility at Brisbane airport continues to attract more and more third party 
maintenance work for the financial benefit of the Airline.  Nauru Airlines now employs 
92 Nauruans in support of its expanded operations, and discussions are ongoing in 
developing capacity for Nauruans to undergo training in aircraft engineering and 
piloting. 
   
More aircraft capacity into Nauru means more demand and stress on the capacity of our 
existing civil aviation systems.  Hence, improvements in navigation aids, capacity 
building and maintenance areas were observed last year. Resealing of the runway is a 
major undertaking planned for the future as this is a necessity for regulatory and safety 
reasons. 
 
On our roads, the significant increase in the number of vehicles in the last 3 years has 
created pressure on our infrastructure with increased accidents and deaths.  The 
Transport Department in cooperation with the Nauru Police Force will become more 
stringent in monitoring and enforcing our road laws, and the public is asked to 
cooperate in these undertakings.  In order to improve the condition of our road which is 
more than 40 years old, a resealing project will be undertaken at a future date.  This will 
ensure that our vehicles are driven on some of the best roads in the Pacific, and this will 
contribute to the longlife and existence of vehicles. 
 
The Government is also working on remedial solutions to address the timely availability 
of school buses.  The fleet of Government buses currently stands at 3 large buses and 4 
medium sized buses.  With about 3,000 school children this year, extra bus capacity is 
obviously needed.  Government will set aside resources to address this shortcoming, 
and donors will be approached for assistance in this regard. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, our young men and women were pretty much active in 
international sports in the past year.  We were represented in powerlifting, 
weightlifting, Australian Rules Football and judo at various international events.  In 
Powerlifting, our lifters performed extremely well at the International Powerlifting 
Federation World Championship in Texas, USA last August, with Irving Harris achieving 
gold in his category and Nauru’s strongest man and world record holder Jezza Uepa, 
achieving silver. 
 
In weightlifting, our lifters competed in the Oceania Weightlifting Championship last 
May in Suva and they did their best which we were all proud of.  Finally, we sent a two 
man team to the Rio Olympics last year – in weightlifting and in judo – and we were 
proud of their achievements by reaching this level of competition. 
 
Our sons also did well in international AFL competitions.  Nauru’s National Under 16 
Football Team - the Nauru Stars - participated at the Oceania U16 Championship in Suva 
Fiji, in December 2016, and they successfully defended their title against a very strong 
and determined Fiji team.   
 
In rugby, we participated in sevens competitions throughout the region.  Although 
seven-a-side rugby is a new sport for Nauru, our boys showed their love for the sport 
through their successful participation in the game. 
 
A very big congratulations to all our athletes for a successful 2016 and we look forward 
to their continued success in 2017.  
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As part of 2017 sporting events and preparations, a range of sports will be introduced 
including boxing and canoe racing.  2017 is an exciting year for sports development.  
For its part, the Department of Sports in conjunction with donors are embarking in 
improving sporting facilities on Nauru.  A multipurpose sporting facility is planned 
featuring basketball and volleyball courts among others.  After all, the purpose of sports 
is for enjoyment by all which would surely contribute to a healthier nation. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, the Government vision of a Healthy and Peaceful Nation is one 
that values and supports human rights and dignity through the provision of quality 
healthcare and services. I am pleased to inform the nation that the Department of 
Health and Medical Services continues to make remarkable progress with the on-going 
health reforms including migration to the new hospital buildings with state of art 
medical facilities. The goal is to achieve a Healthy Island Vision, and position Nauru as 
the Model of Excellence in Healthcare services and programs among other Pacific Island 
Countries and all Small Islands Developing States worldwide. 
 
I am proud to inform you of the recent return to the Island of eight Nauruans as 
qualified health professionals in 2016 - as Doctors from Cuba, and another Doctor, 
Dentists, and Midwives from Fiji. 
 
Courses run by our own Nauru Health Professional Institute in 2016 has resulted in 9 
graduates in Post Basic Certificate in Public Health Nursing, and 19 graduated as 
Enrolled Nurses, and 9 nurses are currently being trained as Nurse Practitioners.  
 
With the new hospital expected to be completed soon, a state of the art operating 
theatre, new Emergency Room, new Day Observation Unit, new Laboratory Block; and 
also a new Children’s Clinic and Children’s Ward will soon provide a better care 
environment for all Nauruans and residents.   
 
My Government will continue to provide overseas medical referrals for cases not 
treatable on Nauru and at the same time, provide information, advice and services to 
address non communicable diseases.  Policies to prevent and reduce the sale of 
unhealthy foods and drinks shall be vigorously pursued.  After all, our aim is to prevent 
rather than finding a cure.  A Healthy Island Vision is being promoted to refresh us for a 
lively existence mentally, physically and spiritually.  A coordinate approach involving 
community leaders, families and each and every one of us is being pursued, rather than 
the centralistic approach of expecting Government to be the sole provider and 
responsible for all health undertakings. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, as we move forward into the future, one of the foremost 
priorities is the development of human resources capacity. 
 
Capacity building is and will always be our priority.  A strong workforce armed with the 
relevant skills and able to implement Government policies and directives including our 
national sustainable development strategy or NSDS, is of critical importance.  
Sustainability is the key to any development aspiration and investment in people is 
paramount. 
 
The Government for its part encourages its workers to better themselves through 
education and scholarships.  It is never too late to learn and I personally encourage all 
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public servants to excel themselves through training – which can be undertaken 
through scholarships at learning institutions or through the comfort of your home 
through online studies.   
 
Today, we have over 35 students studying for a Bachelor’s degree or higher at various 
institutions in Fiji, Taiwan, Australia, New Zealand, Thailand, Cuba, Papua New Guinea, 
and the United States.  Our aim is to increase significantly our cadre of graduates with a 
special focus on specialized skills such as law, medicine, engineering, and teaching.  
 
I must emphasize that studying leading to a qualification is very important.  However, 
equally important is the way you carry out your duties with the newly learned skills.  In 
order to truly become successful, you must carry out your duties without reservations.  
You must be proactive and you must be diligent.  You will not be judged by what you 
learned, but by what you do.  Successful people in life articulated hard work and 
dedication.  Our Lord Jesus Christ was a highly successful person in life because he too 
worked very hard in life and we should all follow his example.  
 
Ladies and gentlemen before I conclude my address, let me thank our close supporters 
and donors who have assisted us on a range of projects around Nauru.  First and 
foremost, to the Australian Government, thank you very much for your tremendous and 
valued assistance.  To the Government of the Republic of China, thank you very much for 
your greatly valued and generous support, and we look forward with excitement in 
working closely with both Australia and the Republic of China in 2017 and beyond.  To 
the Governments of Japan, Korea, India, and the European Union, thank you all for your 
assistance and cooperation which will not be forgotten.   
 
As we approach the 50th anniversary of our independence, I say to the people of Nauru, 
let us unite and work together for the betterment of our country and for our children 
and their children, and those yet to come.  Work with me and my Government to 
prosper our country.  Before all else, let us give thanks to the Lord and put ‘God’s Will 
First’. 
 
Ma tubwa kor ouwak, God bless,  me happy independence day. 
 
… END … 
 
 
 
 


