



STERLING "STONEY" BURKE 

FOR PRESIDENT OF OLYMPIA FIELDS                                                                                                                 

Dear Fellow Resident,


As a concerned citizen, I have decided to run for the Office of President of Olympia Fields. 
I, like many of you, am starting to ask questions and demand answers regarding, what 
has happened to our town. What is the True Vision of Our Future? At best, we are treading 
water and a storm is coming.

 

My wife, of 47 years, Arlene and I moved to Olympia Fields over twenty years ago from 
Flossmoor. We designed and built our dream house. Like most of you, we made a sizable 
investment in one of the most beautiful, diverse, vibrant communities in all of the Chicago 
area. We had everything. The Lincoln Highway corridor was the business hub of the 
southern suburbs, not Orland Park. Every automobile brand and major retail business was 
within two miles of Olympia Fields. We had very high expectations. Our house was an 
investment in the future that we hoped would pay dividends when we retired and 
downsized. 


Many factors have contributed to the demise of the Lincoln Highway corridor, but failed 
economic development policies and mismanagement of Olympia Fields have now left us 
with a Dollar Store and a Walmart as our main sources of retail tax revenue. In a desperate 
move, our village leadership asked for and received a 1% sales tax increase, yet we have 
over 28 vacant storefronts, a half empty office park and a number of professional office 
buildings that are far below optimum capacity. 


In contrast, when driving Vollmer Road, the north side (Flossmoor) is vibrant and nearly 
void of empty storefronts. While on the south side, (Olympia Fields) there are at least 10 
vacant stores and a glut of office space. The Homewood Halsted business corridor is 
booming with economic activity and Chicago Heights is constructing new retail outlets on 
Western Avenue, while the Jewel Plaza in Olympia Fields lays dormant yet another year. 
We deserve better. Our Future depends on a balanced approach to ongoing economic 
development, sales tax and resident property tax revenues.


I’m running for the Office of President of Olympia Fields to make sure that your voice is 
heard. The upcoming April 4th election is a very important election! It’s about the future of 
your property value, the taxes you pay, our village's economic well-being and your trust in 
local government.
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Our Future Depends On Your Vote
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As investors in The Village of Olympia Fields, we elected a village president and a board of 
trustees to manage our business and future. We empowered and entrusted them with our 
tax dollars and dreams. If we are not pleased with the results, we have the right to review 
and challenge decisions or directions that have been taken.


This election is not and should not be a popularity contest. It is an opportunity for the 
residents to review the current state of our investment in the Village Of Olympia Fields and 
vote for a change. We deserve a balanced approach to ongoing business economic 
development, sales tax and property tax revenues. These are just a few issues that you 
should be concerned with:


The cost of water from Chicago is up 75%, but our bills have increased as much 
300%.

Four red light cameras have been installed to help balance our bloated budget. Over 
$600,000 in projected fines & revenues were budgeted this fiscal year.

The new 1% sales tax for infrastructure does not replace the $815,000 that was 
siphoned from sewer & water to balance the general budget.

According to the 2015, audited financial report, Olympia Field's assessed valuation is 
down 34% from 2005.

In the same period, the village property tax levy has grown from $613,054 to 
$3,100,000, which has resulted in higher tax bills despite lower property value.

Village debt has grown from $2.5 million to $15.8 million not including the $7 million 
in sales tax rebates the village has promised Walmart.


During the upcoming months, I hope to have an opportunity to meet you personally and 
discuss these and any issues that are on your mind. After 11 years of failed promises, 
falling property values, out of control tax increases, and a village management team that 
can no longer be trusted to serve our best interest, you deserve a CHANGE AND A 
BRIGHTER FUTURE YOU CAN COUNT ON. This is why I want to be YOUR Village 
President. I look forward to your support!


Sincerely yours,


Sterling Burke 



             Sterling “Stoney” Burke 
                                       Bio 

Sterling Burke was born in Chicago, Illinois. Upon graduating from Tilden Technical High School, in 
1965, he earned over 40 academic and athletic scholarships. He holds a bachelor degree in History 
and Math from Northwestern University. Sterling has also attended The Wharton School at The 
University of Pennsylvania and Harvard Business, Finance and Management Development programs. 
He is a 23 year resident of Olympia Fields, Illinois with his wife of 47 years, Arlene Burke of 
Evanston. His has served as President and /or Treasurer of The Greens sub-division for 18 years. He 
is the father of two children and one grandchild.  

Currently, Sterling is the Principal of Sterling Aero Enhancement, a consulting firm that provides 
design, marketing & sales; technical support and builder assist for the experimental and general 
aviation industry. Customers include aircraft, avionics, power plant manufactures to bea and military 
contractors. He has designed and built aircraft simulators, and installed glass cockpits for both 
certified and experimental aircraft. His firm brings a unique blend of over 47 years of innovative 
technical marketing and implementation experience to the technology explosion taking place in 
advanced cockpits and engine systems in the aviation industry.   

Mr. Burke was Vice President of Marketing and Sales for DeltaHawk Diesel Engines in Racine 
Wisconsin. He had worldwide responsibility for market development of a newly designed aircraft 
propulsion system for experimental, certified and military UAVs.  

As Senior Partner at the Foster Group, Sterling was responsible for sales, marketing and delivery for 
the systems consulting group at TFG. Responsibilities included strategy, P&L and daily management 
of TFG’s full-service Information Technology management consulting group. The firm specialized in 
business continuity, recovery planning, and information systems management and planning, systems 
evaluations and integration, outsourcing and business process re-engineering. 

Sterling enjoyed 32 highly successful years at IBM. He had extensive experience as a Systems 
Engineer, Finance Industry Product Planner, Finance Industry Consultant and Marketing and Sales 
Leader. Other duties included IBM Business Unit Executive for the Petroleum Industry, Midwest 
Region Data Center Manager, IBM / Chicago Urban League Computer Training Center Manager and 
Staff Assistant to the IBM Midwestern Area General Manager.  

Mr. Burke, an Instrument rated pilot with over 3000 hours, is a former Viet Nam era Naval Aviator 
and has built a high performance experimental aircraft. He was drafted by the Chicago Bulls in 1969 
and served as Captain of the U.S. Navy and Military Olympic Basketball Teams. He has received 
numerous civic and community awards including the “Ten Outstanding Citizens of Chicago Award”. 
He currently conducts S.T.E.M. workshops on robotics, aviation, and career management with The 
South Suburban Chicago Chapter of The Links, Incorporated, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Christian 
Men and The Hundred Black Men organizations. 

Before retiring from IBM, Sterling represented IBM on education issues with the Illinois Chamber, 
Chicago Chamber of Commerce and Chicago United.  He served as a consultant or member of 
numerous boards and organizations including The University of Chicago Visiting Committee on 
University - School Relations, Governor's State University Foundation Board, Vice President of the 
Illinois Literacy Foundation, Illinois Literacy Resource Development Center, Great Lake Governors 
Pioneering Partners, Partnership Executive to the Chicago Public Schools, Chicago Public School’s 
Chicago Systemic Initiative Liaison Committee and The United Way of Chicago's agency services 
board.  


