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Did you know Masonry Cosmetics Inc. is the

We offer something for
the Consumer,
Our Masonry Mix Colorant Kit was
developed for the one-time job use
in mind. Do you want to change the
look of an outdated fireplace?

Brickmatchkit.com

Something for the Mason
or Contractor,

Brickmanstainkit.com

This “Business in a Briefcase” is designed
for multiple uses to change the color of
many types of masonry surfaces. Comes
with our famous 5 years of access to our
3-Way “Every-Step-of-the-Way”
Customer Support Service.

And Something for the
Masonry Staining Specialist.
This commercial-sized kit is for our
exclusive Certified Contractors.
Don’t forget our products can also
be used on natural and
manufactured stone.

Masonrycosmetics.com
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Think of brick staining as a tool or option
to use anytime you need! Like anything else, it
is always good to plan ahead. As soon as you
find out that you do not have a good match,
start the process to include staining. The earlier
you start, the more options you have. Starting
late will limit your choices of, what we call,
donor brick (the best base brick that we can add
color to).

Here is a sample
of poor planning
because the
wrong color and
texture was
chosen. See
our sample test
panel in blue
tape below.

Before we talk more about brick staining,
let’s go over the

Rule # 1 - FINDING THE BRICK
We can color correct a small

Are the brick still made today? If yes, is it
percentage of brick all the way
still made at the same plant that the original brick
up to 100%. We can give you
came from? Manufacturers from time to time have all of the old Zinc and Ochre
colors that used to come out of
to change which plant they make brick at although
the old Bee Hive kilns or when
they still call it the same name, type and size. This,
the brick plants used to fired
at times can cause a change in color. Just be sure
with solid fuels. We can also
to get a current sample first. There are many
give you some of the old
variables brick plants have to deal with . Anyone of flashing marks such as cross
these variables can effect the color from run to run. sets and hearts.
Again, getting a current sample is important.
Should the run still be off in color, We Can Help!
Rule # 2 - BLENDING
If the brick are not made anymore—Ask your local
First, look at other manufacturers that might have a
distributor to do a search. The actual brick could be brick that is close or can possibly work up a combination of
sitting somewhere!
different brick to blend together. Blending the brick to achieve
the right range is good as long as you find the right colors to
Don’t let this happen to you!
blend.
This is an example of what a bad pre-blend can
Two mistakes that often happen are that the size of the brick
look like. (We never touched this building!)
vary and the overall percentage and placement of colors do not
match up with the existing wall. First, check that the face
height, length and bed depth of the brick are compatible in size
to each other. Percentage of color and placement is also
important. For example, in a 3 or 4 way color blend, maybe 2
or 3 of the colors are very close but the 3rd or 4th are off - you
will still have a bad match. The right percentage mix of colors
and how they are spaced in the wall is the key to matching. As
always, Masonry Cosmetics Inc. can add color to whatever
blend to get a great match!
There are several brick manufacturers that are willing and able
to make special runs of brick to try and match your building but
sometimes they don’t succeed. If they don’t get close enough
and you want it closer, we can add the final touch! We partner
with brick manufacturers all of the time.
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When the first two rules are exhausted we can pursue...
Rule # 3 - STAINING
Find a donor brick matching the texture and size as close as
possible. Next pick the closest color available. The less brick we have to
correct, the less it will cost to change it. We never use the word “perfect”
but we get really close depending on the donor brick selected and if the
mortar is matched. For example, in a wall with modular sized brick, the
mortar represents 18 to 20% of the total wall which has a major effect on
the brick color that it borders and the overall color of the wall.

Our greatest advantage is
“placement”. We can choose
where the colors go. We can
have the same color touch, not
touch, stair step….actually do
what the wall is doing.

BEFORE

DURING

To the left is a job in progress at a school. As we color correct the sample
the architect and owner can direct the amount of change in the panel.
They can control the color range, details and also the cost. Our process is
very flexible, does not seal the brick, keeping it breathable. We also do
not leave a sheen or film. Therefore, we can apply our process again over
the top if needed, adjusting the color at anytime.

This is a perfect
example of a blend
that would be
difficult for a
manufacturer to
repeat…
No Problem for
Masonry Cosmetics!
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