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Editor-in-chief spares a 

thought to Eugene V. Debs

EUGENE DEBS

Libertasnia provides a 

tenuous farewell.

FAREWELL?



Capitalism attacks and 
destroys all the finer 

sentiments of the human 
heart; it ruthlessly 
sweeps away old 

traditions and ideas 
opposed to its progress, 

and it exploits and 
corrupts those things 

once held sacred.

DANIEL DELEON



I know it will sound absolutely pretentious, but I 

doubt this is actually a "farewell". I'm sure I will be 

re-elected, but in the case that you comrades do 

vote me out, I bid you farewell. I have enjoyed my 

time as editor of the Red Star, and though my 

editions will never parallel the uncomparable stuff 

put out by Comrade Fidels Beard, I hope you see it 

fit to let me keep this position and continue to 

bring you articles on socialism and the Left. 
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“For myself, I want no advantage over my fellow 

man, and if he is weaker than I, all the more is it my 

duty to help him.” - Eugene Victor Debs 

Those of you who know me well know of my 

fondness for Eugene Victor Debs. A quote of his 

was even used on the first edition of the Red Star I 

put out as the newspaper boy. Debs also holds the

distinction of being the author of the first Socialist 

work I ever purchased, a collection of his essays 

and speeches, and as such led me down the path 

to becoming the lad you read today. 

Eugene Debs was born in Terre Haute, Indiana, 

where he was first elected to the office of county 

clerk for the Democratic Party in 1879 at the age of 

24 years old. He was very active in the 

Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen and was the 

Grand Secretary and Treasurer by 1888, and under 

him, the number of lodges grew from 98 to 384. He 

stepped down in 1893 and immediately went to 

work organizing the American Railway Union, one 

of the first industrial unions in the United States 

and among the largest of its time. 

Debs began his transition from the Democratic 

Party, the party he would later describe as the 

party of the “small capitalist”, after the Pullman 

Strike of 1894 which the ARU participated in and 

which was put down by President Cleveland, 

whom Debs had supported in all his Presidential 

campaigns. Because a Federal injunction against 

the strike had been issued but Debs continued, he 

was sentenced to prison for six-months in 

Woodstock, Illinois. 

Whilst serving his time there, Debs became familiar 

with the works of Karl Kautsky and was visited by 

Victor L. Berger, who gifted him a copy of Marx's 

Capital, which he cherished as “a token of 

priceless value”. It was this event, coupled with his 

experiences in the Pullman Strike and the 

Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen that Debs 

claimed propelled him towards the ideas of 

Socialism. 

Debs was disgusted and distraught by the racism 

prevalent in the Southern United States, and which 

(by God take my word for it!) still lingers to this day. 

In his essay “Danger Ahead” for the International

Socialist Review, he details his experiences in

Texas of racism of whites towards black workers: 

“The whole world is under obligation to the black, 

and that the white heel is still upon the black neck 

is simply proof that the world is not yet civilized. 

The history of the black in the United States is the 

history of crime without parallel.” 

Debs first ran for the office of President of the 

United States under the Socialist Party ticket in 

1904. In his speech after being nominated for the 

candidacy, Debs emphasized: “wage-labour is but 

a name; wage-slavery is the fact!” He stated the 

necessity of the class struggle being at the 

forefront of Socialist politics and attacked the

Republican and Democratic parties as “twins” and 

charged that competition must be “broken down 

and co-operation [between workers] supplanted.” 

Debs participated, along with Big Bill Haywood, 

James Connolly, Daniel DeLeon, Lucy Parsons, 
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Mother Jones, William Trautmann, Ralph Chaplin, 

and scores of others, in founding the Industrial 

Workers of the World, the famed international 

industrial union that gave us the likes of Joe Hill, T- 

Bone Slim, and Utah Phillips. 

Debs spread the word of the Wobblies wherever 

he went, writing in the Daily People, in an article 

titled “The Coming Union”: “The only national 

labor that recognizes the class struggle, the 

Industrial Workers of the World, is opposed, and 

the American Federation of Labor, whose leaders 

deny the class struggle, and is supported by men 

who call themselves socialists and class-conscious 

workers. 

But in spite of all this, the Industrial Workers is the 

coming labour union in the United States and all 

the powers of Capitalism and all the resources of 

its emissaries cannot prevent it.” 

Debs understood the cry that no human was 

illegal. After the Committee on Immigration 

supported the measures of the United States 

government to prevent the migration of Asians to 

the United States, and rally to their side in the 

International Socialist Review, writing: “It is utterly 

unsocialistic, reactionary, and in truth outrageous, 

and I hope you will oppose with all your power. 

The plea that certain races should be 

excluded...have no place in a proletarian 

gathering...that is calling on the oppressed and 

exploited workers of the world to unite for their 

emancipation.” 

Debs vehemently and vigorously opposed the 

entrance of the United States into World War I. He 

dedicated his arguably most famous speech to 

opposing the war, the Canton, Ohio Speech of 

1918. “Every solitary one of these aristocratic 

conspirators and would-be murderers claims to be 

an arch-patriot; every one of them insists that the 

war is being waged to make the world safe for 

democracy. What humbug! What rot! What false 

pretence! These autocrats, these tyrants, these 

red-handed robbers and murderers, the “patriots,” 

while the men who have the courage to stand face 

to face with them, speak the truth, and fight for 

their exploited victims—they are the disloyalists 

and traitors. If this be true, I want to take my place 

side by side with the traitors in this fight.” 

It was this speech that got Debs jailed on 10 

counts of sedition, and during his trial that he gave 

another arguably most-famous speech, his 

Statement to the Court. Because Debs' defense 

called no witnesses, he himself was called to 

address the court. In this statement, Debs stated 

his opposition to the current government and 

reaffirmed his support for the workers. He admitted 

his “guilt” and asked for no mercy nor immunity. 

He did, however, give this famous statement: “Your 

Honor, years ago I recognized my kinship with all 

living beings, and I made up my mind that I was 

not one bit better than the meanest on earth. I said 

then, and I say now, that while there is a lower 

class, I am in it, and while there is a criminal 

element, I am of it, and while there is a soul in 

prison, I am not free.” 

Debs was sentenced to Prison because of his 

convictions against war. During his Prison term, 

Debs ran again for the office of president and 

gained the highest number of votes of any socialist 

candidate in the United States history. President 

Woodrow Wilson claimed Debs was a traitor and 

when advisers recommended clemency on basis 

of health, Wilson refused. However, in 1921, 

President Harding granted Debs his clemency. 

In his last years, Debs was nominated for the Nobel 

Peace Prize, and he continued his speeches in the 

name of Socialism, but he was mostly occupied 

with recovering his health that had severely 

deteriorated whilst in prison. Debs died of heart 

failure on October 20, 1926, at the age of 70. He 



was cremated and buried in his hometown of 

Terre Haute, Indiana. 

Eugene V. Debs, in my opinion, was and is still the 

most important figure in American Socialist history. 

His charisma and demeanour, his simple way of 

speaking did and can still appeal to the ordinary 

American, and it even achieved turning a former 

Bernie-supporting Democrat-loving teenager from 

Western Kentucky into a proponent of socialism 

through writing and speaking. 

I'd ask you to take my word for it that if you are 

trying to speak to any of your friends or family 

about Socialism, even just opening them up to the 

idea, do not start with Marx or Lenin or anarchism 

as many are first to do. 

The names of Marx, Lenin, and anarchism have 

been spoiled by decades of propaganda by the 

various governments of the world. But Debs has 

not been soiled or spoken against like the others 

have. Though he was criticized, he is not as well- 

known. Debs writings are written simply, do not 

use complicated concepts such as dialectics or 

Permanent Revolution. Debs was not a man of 

theory, Debs was a man of emotion and action. 
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