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University-level Research Literacy Lesson Plan 

Part 1: 

My lesson plan focuses on research at the University level, specifically targeting 

undergraduate students. Enabling students to do their research in a timely and appropriate 

manner is an important need of the University in order to ensure that the students can 

continue to succeed in their classes and conduct research with University team members. 

 

  The long-term goal for my lesson is to aid college students by developing a better 

understanding for how to do research using library resources and databases. This entails 

students being able to develop their own search terms that are derived from 

understanding their assigned topic and knowing how to delve into their search results to 

find the right articles. To do this, the objective of my lesson is to teach students how to 

quickly narrow down a broad topic to specific search terms that will yield results that are 

relevant to what they find.  

 

In order to complete my lesson in an environment that is conducive to the skills 

that I am trying to teach, I will hold the session inside of a library computer room or 

computer lab. This will allow the students to follow along with me and then practice 

afterwards by completing their activity and evaluation. My lesson will take 

approximately an hour in total, including times for an activity and review, an evaluation 

and questions.  
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 My lesson would focus on the students being able to find and use various 

databases, starting from the USF library homepage. I would introduce the most popular 

and useful databases per subject so that the students get a chance to take notes on what 

database each subject gets compiled in. I would highlight the difference between google 

searches to get answers and results versus the format that databases require in order to 

pull up the best results. This differentiation would be shown through using a number of 

topics and putting questions that the students create into google, then putting those same 

questions into a database search in order to see the difference. My lesson will then shift to 

how to trim down questions from the “google format” into controlled vocabularies that 

will wield the most relevant results.  

 

The activity that the students will do to implement the information I have given 

them during my lecture and lesson will be to go on an online “scavenger hunt.” The 

students will be brought onto the main USF library page and a list will be projected onto 

a main screen at the head of the room with various search items. The list will contain 

eight search terms and look like a longer version of: 

 

Research Scavenger Hunt 

Find articles that directly respond to the following topics: 

1. The use of dogs in the 1800s’ 

2. Oscar Wilde’s inspirations 

3. New development in cures for terminal illnesses 
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For this activity the students will be given fifteen minutes to complete their 

searches before a handful of students will be asked to review one of their results and the 

methods they used to reach their chosen article.  

 

In order to evaluate their ability to do quality research by honing their ability to 

narrow down search terms to get to the heart of a topic, sheets with a single topic and 

thesis will be handed out. There will be five different topics in total, and these topics will 

be distributed to students in a manner such that they will not be working next to a student 

with a similar topic. This randomization will ensure that each student will be doing his or 

her own work, using databases that are different from the ones being used by the students 

on either side of them. For this assignment, they will be given ten minutes.  

For example, a sheet would resemble the following: 

Topic: Psychology/Music 

Thesis: Every individual has a preference for music, often letting the sounds of music 

filter in and out of their daily activities to avoid silence, but it has been shown through 

various studies that music can have a profound effect on the emotions of those who are 

listening to it, with users experiencing different moods dependent on what kind of music 

they are listening to.  

 

The expected learning outcome from my lesson is that students will be able to pick 

out the right database that would yield the best results for their topic. This means being 

able to differentiate between the use of JSTOR and a science-based database for a topic 

that focuses on the poetic work of an author.  
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Part 2:  

The mode of delivery that I have chosen for this specific lesson is through a 

synchronous session at the University library computer lab. The lab will be reserved for a 

select portion of the day to allow students to attend the session. This lesson can be taught 

in conjunction with entry level English or other writing-oriented class, and the session 

can also be taught to these students during synchronous, scheduled sessions within the 

designated class time. I think that this format would work best as it would allow the 

students to follow along with the steps needed to conduct research through databases and 

also ask questions when needed. A synchronous lesson would also allow for a real-time 

activity and evaluation to be conducted, allowing the students to seek help and 

clarification from a librarian that can work with them on their computer until they 

understand what is being asked from them. 

Part 3: 

In the article From Perceptions to Connections: Informing Information Literacy 

Program Planning in Academic Libraries Through Examination of High School Library 

Media Center Curricula, I found out that a lot of students felt like there wasn’t enough 

information literacy being taught. This surprised me because, as someone in the field, I 

felt that a lot was being done to reach students and that there wasn’t a level of frustration 

due to students feeling like they were not being helped. Islam states that, when asking 

students to review their concerns, “the overwhelming number of comments expressed 
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frustration regarding a perceived lack of support for information literacy instruction in 

schools.” (Islam, 502)  This perception impacts me as an ILI librarian because I would 

like to ensure that students are made aware of their options when it comes to 

understanding the resources that are available to them, and that support with research is 

an option.  


