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Panama City Beach, FL 
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LPTV Owners 

 
Re:  Comcast/Time Warner Merger 

 
Dear Sir or Madam: 

 
I am the President of Beach TV Properties, Inc., which owns several 

low power television ("LPTV") stations in the southeastern United States. I 

am writing to ask you to join the fight against the Comcast/Time Warner 

merger because it threatens the entire LPTV industry. 

 
As you know, cable television companies have divided LPTV stations 

into two classes -those who get free carriage on the local cable system by 

retransmission consent and those who do not. Carried LPTV stations reach an 

audience far beyond their authorized signal contour and get advertising 

revenue and other exposure not available to the LPTV stations that are not 

carried on the cable system. As you also know, the so-called "leased access" 

rules provide no meaningful opportunity for LPTV carriage on a cable system 

due to the exorbitant fees. 

 
This two-tiered structure of the LPTV industry is going to get worse 

with the Comcast/Time Warner merger. The merger will solidify a trend set 

in motion by Comcast to favor -by a significant margin -- the carriage of 

Spanish language LPTV programming on local cable systems. While this 

may be good news in the short term for those LPTV channels, it is extremely 

dangerous to the entire LPTV industry over the long term because Comcast - 

not the audience or the FCC -will shape the LPTV marketplace. 

 
We recently commissioned a study of the carriage of over five hundred 

LPTV channels in forty-seven different markets served by Comcast and Time 

Warner.  We learned that Time Warner carries ten percent (10%) of available 

local LPTV channels on its cable systems, with four percent (4%) being 

Spanish language and six percent (6%) non-Spanish  language programming. 

 
Comcast carries over twenty-two percent (22%) of available local 

LPTV channels on its cable systems. Spanish language LTPV channels 
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outnumber non-Spanish language LPTV c annels by 3 to 1 on Comcast 

syste   s.  Corneas  calTies forty-two percent (42%) of the Spanish language 

LPTV channe l s in its markets bu  only 9% of non-Spanish language LPTV 

c ann ls. M r   th  , 3 out of 4 LPTV channels affiliate I with Telem undo 

(owned by Comcast) are carried on Comcast systems . 

 
We do no t object to Telemundo and other Spanish language LPTV 

c annels  eachi 1g an audience  eyond their signal contour, p ovided all LPTV 

chani1e ls have the same opporttmity to reac  t .e same audience without regard 

to conten . A bedrock principl e of this country and the broadcast ing i ndustry  

is that all speakers get the same opportuni ty to deliver their message t   the 

audience regardless of content  Comcast has  een Lm ermining that prinr.:iple 

by giving Telemundo and other Spanish lan guage LPTV channels preferred 

access to their cable systems over non-Spanis language LPTV channels. We 

believe that discr'mirlation will spread to Time Warner cable systems after the 

merger. 

 
For these reasons , we are going to as   the CC to not approve the 

Comcast/T ime Warner merger.  We are going to propose that ifihe m rger is 

approved, then it be conditioned upon Comcast committing to provid e all 

LPTV channels l eased access can-iage on its cable systems at a rate not to 

exceed the rate being charged (if any) for the carriage of any LPTV ch armel  

by retransmission consent. e  ro  ose the FCC level the playing field for all 

LPTV channels, Spanish language and non-Spanish language alike, for 

carriage on Comcast cable systems. 

 
We will ask the FCC to set Comcast's leased access rates for LPTV 

carriage based on Comcast 's ovvn behav ior. If Comcast is prepared to carry 

twenty-two percent (22%) of local LPTV channels by retransmission consent 

at no charge, then the maximum rate for leased access carriage of other LPTV 

channels should be the same. 

 
I am a'lking you to join  m this effort.  If you are interested, pl ease 

contact  me. 
 

 
 
 

 


