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In a few short years, Regina Hoke went from receiving a dental 
assistant certificate and starting a career working for a dentist in 
North Carolina to being jobless and homeless in the 
Washington, DC area.  

Her world was turned upside down, when she learned the dentist would be closing the 
office where she worked and moving to Raleigh, North Carolina.  This meant she would 
no longer have a job in the field she wanted to work the most. She would need to find 
something else. 

Regina signed up with a temporary agency doing administrative work, but was unable 
to land a full-time job.  It was during this time for family reasons; she decided to leave 
North Carolina and came to the Washington, DC area to assist with care for her family 
member and to seek employment.  Soon that member needed 24 hour care and was 
moved to a facility to recover, she became homeless because she was not working and 
could not afford the rent.       

She moved to a shelter and began looking for work. She was first referred to Suited for 
Change from ThriveDC in August 2014 to obtain business attire.   She applied to all 
types of administrative positions that she could find until she was hired as a 
receptionist in September 2014 for IST, a company located in Arlington, Virginia.  She 
came to Suited for Change for her second appointment from JHP, Inc., seeking 
professional attire to wear to the office.  

At the end of her first suiting appointment while at the boutique, Regina signed up for 
the new “Job Seeker” workshop series. She has learned how to job search, assess her 
transferable work skills and to modify the resume to the job she wants. Regina also 
became knowledgeable on interviewing tips and techniques. Important information 
she will use throughout her career as she moves up the success ladder.    

When asked what she thought of the boutique, Regina responded, “I think the setup 
was real nice and like you are at a department store.  You do not have to run around to 
find things. It is very organized and had a variety of items. The volunteers were 
awesome, wonderful, nice, caring, and listened to what I liked and what I did not like.” 
  
Regina was asked, what is your long-term career goal?  She replied, “I want to be a 
dental assistant.”  


