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My dear people,

Greetings in our Lord
Jesus,

It gives me (great
pleasure to present to
you this inaugural issue
of eMarounia, the new
monthly electronic
journal (e-journal) of the
Maronites of Australia.

| begin by thanking God
for all His graces.

| thank Him for your
love and support during
my mission in Australia
and pray that we
continue this journey
together as one Maronite
family.

| acknowledge the work
of my predecessors,
Archbishop Abdo
Khalife, Bishops Joseph

BISHOP'S FOREWORD

Hitti and Ad Abikaram,

for establishing this
great Eparchy with
faithful souls, loving
hearts and openminds...
My fraternal
appreciation goes to
Emeritus Bishop Ad
Abikaram for having

established Marounia

New horizons call for
new opportunities and
implore us to consider
the significance of
electronic tools of
communication in this
digital age, and utilize
them to transmit the
Word of God; hence the
rebirth for our eparchial
communiqué
eMarounia

eMarounia is the new
“agora” for Maronites to
connect with their
Bishop, their Eparchy,
their Maroniteness, and
the Universal Church,
delivered to your inbox,

or by post, at your
request.
In  future issues of

eMarounia, | would like
to share with you my
new vision for the future
of the Eparchy, and at
the same time, be
enlightened by your
ideas, suggestions and
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expectations. We will
develop together a new
PASTORAL PLAN for
the Maronite community
of Australia.

My dear people,

God called me to contin-
ue my mission at His
service in the fullness of
priesthood as your
Bishop. Our eparchial
motto is “Faithfulness and
Openness”.

In faithfulness to God,
His Church and our
Maroniteness, we fulfill
His will through us. In

opennesswe experience
and nourish our spirits
at the springs of the
cultural diversity which

characterizes our
Australian Society.

We pray, through the
intercession of the Virgin
Mary, St Maroun, St
Rafga, St Charbel and
the Maronite Saints that
God the Father will bless
you, Christ will cherish

you, and that the Holy
Spirit may guide you.

Amen.

Your Shepherd
+Antoine-Charbel
Tarabay
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Maronite University Stu dents
Meet and greet their Bishop

On Maronite youth have been encouraged by the support of the newly installed Bishop Antoine-Charbel Ta rabay, in a shared
mission to promote our rich Maronite traditions amo ng university students and youth.

Members of ‘UniMaronite’ are seeking to kindle enth usiasm amongst Maronite students spread across eigh university
campuses in NSW, and to invoke a sense of pride in air identity. With the help and support of priests an d lay chaplains, the
committee has already raised awareness. Since its gtablishment, UniMaronite has hosted a meet and greet session, barbeques at
the Maronite Heritage Centre, Maronite Masses at St Benedict's, Broadway and ACU Strathfield, and most recently, a
barbeque with His Excellency at Beit Marounon the evening of 7 August 2013.

The BBQ gave students the chance to meet their newBishop. It was a great success
with over 150 keen attendees enjoying the company d friends, the sharing of ideas,
and the hope of greater things to come. The eveningbegan with His Excellency’s
blessing and a speech encouraging students to conthue promoting the proud
traditions of our Maronite Catholic faith and evang elise the campuses. This was
followed by a World Youth Day presentation by the WYD 2013 team, led by Fathers
Maroun El-Kazzi and Alain Fares. Pilgrims spoke ab out their experiences on their
recent trip to South America.

The barbeque was the first of what is sure to be many engagements between Maro-
nite youth and students and His Excellency Bishop A ntoine-Charbel. Follow our
activities on facebook You may also contact the Maronite chancery if you wish to

participate in UniMaronite activities.
Charbel Kadib

The Maronite Chancery
Gets a facelift

Purchased in 1984 Beit Marounhas been dedicated to the use of the Maronites in Australia.
It has a central role in the Eparchy, because in adlition to housing the chancery offices, it is also the residence of the Maronite
Bishop of Australia as well as a meeting place for the committees and supporting organisations of the Diocese.

Beit Marounis in need of restoration.

Diocese.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Thanks to the Maronite Catholic Society, the Maronite Ladies of the Gospel, Apollo Kitchens Editor:
(the Bader Family), Tannous Glass (Salim Chidiac), Saba Brothers (Peter Saba), Lumbalite (Freﬂ Mrs Amal Bousamra
Frangi), George Elkhouri Architect (George Elkhouri ), Joe Hanna, Seven Days Plumbing (Georg
Semrani) and Sydney Tile Centre (Tony Obeid) for their support, the top floor of the property is Writers:
completely renovated. “There is a lot to be done”, said Bishop Tarabay, “but this is a start”. Fr Marcelino Youssef

Through the intercession of St Maroun and the Maronite saints, may God shower upon them and
their families the dews of His abundant blessings.

To remedy this situation, Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
resumed the already begun renovations of the premises with the assistance of many friends of the Publisher:

His Excellency Bishop

Fr Yuhanna Azize
Fr Tony Sarkis
Mrs Elise Abou Gharrach
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PARISH NEWS

SOCIETY NEWS

The Feast Day of St Charbel
Saturday 20 July 2013

On Saturday 20 July 2013, over 1,000 people asseméd at St Charbel's Church in Punchbowl! to attend
Solemn Mass for the Feast of St Charbel, celebratedy His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay.

In his homily, Bishop Tarabay said that St Charbel is his patron saint in the episcopate. “If | look back at my
spiritual journey, | see God’s presence all throughout it and the intercession of St Charbel accompanying me
along every step of the way... | professed my temporary vows to become a monk of the Lebanese Maronite
Order at St Charbel's Church in Annaya, Lebanon where | also celebrated my first mass for St Charbel'sfeast.
And in 2003, Our Lord called me to serve Him at St Charbel's Church and Monastery in Australia where |
spent 10 years in this community and was blessed to meet many of you present here tonight.” Said Bishop
Tarabay.

“As a monk, St Charbel was my role model in the mon astic life. As a priest, St Charbel is an inspiration for me

and for many priests with his deep Eucharistic spir ituality rendering the Mass and the adoration of th e Lord

the center of his life. And now, as bishop, | remain first and foremost a priest, at the service of the sacraments
and especially at the service of the Eucharist, andl constantly look up to the example of St Charbel so that my

love for the Lord grows more and more every day.”

Cedar of Lebanon
Evergreen in the Australian Capital Territory

Apart from planting the seed of Maronitenessin Australia, and
the iconic Australian “Eucalyptus” tree in Lebanon , His
Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay helped plant the
Symbol of Lebangna cedar tree at “The Ministerial Lodge”,
Canberra, in the presence of distinguished religious, political
and community leaders.

This fulfilled a promise made by the Honourable Ton y Burke to

the Lebanese people, during his last visit to Lebaron. “This
symbolises the mutual respect and affection which binds our two nations”, said Bishop Tarabay. “It is our
values which bring us together and maintain our rel ationship”, he added.

The day’s program included prayer at the War Memoria |, with Maronite hymns led by the Bishop for the
first time at the shrine in commemoration of the sa crifice of the Australian who died in war.
Lest we forget!
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VATICAN NEWS

Pope Francis celebrates his First World Youth Day in Rio
with 3,000,000 Young Catholics

“Go, do not be afraid, and serve.” These were the words of Pope Francis to more than 3 million pilgrim s at the Final Mass
of World Youth Day in Rio on Sunday 28 July 2013.

About 1800 Australians, including our Australian Ma ronite group, were present at the Mass on Copacabara Beach.

In his homily, the Holy Father reminded us of the t heme of this WYD: ‘Go and make disciples of all nations.” “It was
wonderful to take part in World Youth Day, to live t he faith together with young people from the four ¢ orners of the
earth, but now you must go; now you must pass on this experience to others... Jesus is calling you tobe a
disciple with a mission.”

Our group, led by Fathers Maroun El Kazzi and Alain Fares, started the pilgrimage in Lima, Peru where we carried out
missionary work in the shanty towns helping build a sports court. Our team of 26 worked tirelessly for three days in
which concrete was poured, tears fell, bonds were made and spirits were nourished as we completed the task ahead of
schedule leaving time for a party with the locals o n the fourth day.

We continued our journey to Rio, home of the world’s largest Christ the Redeemer monument. We stayed atOur Lady of
Lebanon with Maronite Youth from South Africa. Toge ther, we embarked on a life changing WYD experience. Oursiap
was Sao Paulo where we visited the Maronite BisHapExcellencyBishop Edgar Madi, and celebrated mass at the Marorite
Church giving thanks for the blessed experience.

Following the final Mass, Pope Francis announced that World Youth Day 2016 will be held in Krakow, Pola nd, home of
Blessed Pope John Paul Il. We can'’t wait! See you ifPoland in 2016!

Maroun Draybi

Maronite Pilgrim
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BKERKE NEWS

Headed by His Beatitude Mar Becharra Boutros
Cardinal Rai, and in the presence of His Eminence Mar
Nasrallah Cardinal Sfeir, the Synod of Maronite Bishops
held their monthly meeting at Bkerke on Wednesday 3 July
2013.

During the meeting, they discussed ecclesiastical and pasto-
ral issues, especially the formation of seminarians and the
ongoing formation of clergy.

They also discussed the current situation in Lebanon and
Syria. Below is a summary of their report:

It is evident that Lebanon is experiencing a social and
economic crisis. The Lebanese people must safeguat
their unity and independence by adhering to the

Father Abdallah Zeidan named Maronite Bishop of Los

constitution and law of Lebanon. Then the Lebanese
system of coexistence and tolerance can serve as aod-
el for peace.

The Lebanese people reject any overthrow of the stdble
confessional system, and likewise the undermining of its
traditions and culture by activities such as the il legal
weapons trade.

Unemployment is now rife due to competition from
skilled foreign workers. Prices and taxes are increasing.
We must now pray that we will have a government
which can care for its people.

The crisis in Syria is flowing into Lebanon as more
Syrians are seeking refuge. Lebanon stands by Syriaas
much as possible; but Lebanese people should not irter-
fere in its affairs.

The Fathers of the Church seek the intercession othe Virgin
Mary, Our Lady of Lebanon, for the protection of Le banon, a
country which has been dedicated to Her Sacred Heart.

We pray that the situation in Syria improves. We ask God
to bless our leaders with His wisdom, so that they are able
to protect our country Lebanon, its organisations and to
safeguard its peace. We call on His help in overcoming
these struggles. We thank God for His graces and His
abundant mercies. Amen.

Angeles

Father Abdallah Zaidan, a Lebanese Maronite Missionary, has been named Maronite Bishop
for Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Eparchy, Los Angel es, United States, to succeed His

Excellency Emeritus Bishop Robert Shaheen.

We wish Bishop Emeritus Shaheen a blessed retirementand that Bishop Zaidan continued
success, through the intercession of Mary, St Marown and the Maronite saints. Amen.

Sydney Bishop Porteous named Archbishop of Hobart

Bishop Julian Charles Porteous, untii now an Auxili ary Bishop of Sydney, has been named
Archbishop of Hobart by the Holy Father Pope Francis. This follows the resignation of
Archbishop Adrian Leo Doyle who resigned after reac hing the canonical age for retirement

President of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference Archbishop Denis Hart welcomed the

announcement on behalf of the Bishops.

In turn, the Maronite Church of Australia congratu lates Bishop Porteous and wishes Archbishop

Doyle a blessed retirement.
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EiTURGICAL SEASON

THE MARONITE LITURGICAL CALENDAR

The Maronite liturgical calendar embodies the essence and
wisdom of the Maronite Church. As it unfolds over t he year,
it displays before us all of the mysteries of salvation. It shows
us how all of time has a sacred dimension, and how our lives
can be related to the Divine Plan of Salvation. If, during the
secular year, the earth revolves around the sun, then during
the liturgical year, the Church revolves around Our Lord.

There are many great feasts in the August calendar,
including martyrs such as St Chamouni and her seven sons,
St Luke of Baalbek; Old Testament heroes such as Kig
David and Moses; from the New Testament, Matthias, Titus
and John the Baptist; plus Saints Isaac the Syrian,Abda,
Clare and Roukoz (Roch). But the most important feasts of
the month are the Transfiguration (6 August) and the
Assumption (15 August).

The Transfiguration is recounted in the Gospels of Matthew,
Mark and Luke. They describe how Our Lord took some of
his disciples onto a high mountain, and there became
transformed by light and glory, appearing to them a s he
always is in reality. The only eye-witness reference is that of
St Peter in 2 Peter 1:16-18:

In the next edition

We will feature
The Feast of the Assumption Mass
Bishop Tarabay announces

the foundation of a 7-year plan for
the Eparchy
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For we have not followed cunningly devised fabldsen we
made known unto you the power and coming of oud lJesus
Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. Fordeeived
from God the Father honour and glory, when thereecauch a
voice to him from the excellent glory, “This is imgloved Son,
in whom | am well pleased.” And this voice whichmeafrom
heaven we heard, when we were with him in the imalynt.

The next great feast of August is the Assumption, when we
commemorate how Our Lady was taken body and soul in to
heaven at the end of her earthly life. This is the day when we
celebrate all the feasts of Our Lady as Patron Saihof the vari-
ous towns and villages of Lebanon. It is the oldest and most
important of her feasts. These lines are taken froma hymn to
the Blessed Virgin, in the Wednesday evening prayer of Pen-
tecost. It invites us to see how the changing yearrefiects the
changes in the life of Our Lady and in our own:

Pray for us, Mother of God,

For earth and heaven, through the cycle of feasts,
Receive, O Virgin, the love of your children.

Make green the face of the earth and enrich aneatio
By calling to mind the virgin

Who was entrusted to the care of St John.

In every season, declare that the maiden is blessed
And understand the signs of the changing year. |dide

Fr Yuhanna Azize

THE MARONITE CLERGY OF AUSTRALIA MEET
WITH BISHOP TARABAY FOR THE FIRST TIME

Council of Priests at Beit Maroun, Strathfield
Friday 23 August 2013

Clergy Meeting at Beit Maroun, Strathfield
Thursday 29 and Friday 30 August 2013
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Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay will be away
from the Eparchy from 4 to 25 September 2013
to attend Bishops’ meeting in Rome.

We wish His Excellency a successful trip
and pray for his safe return.

Visit our website:
WwWw.maronite.org.au

A member of the Australian Catholic Press Association (ACPA) and the Australian Religious Press Association (ARPA)

PO Box 385 STRATHFIELD NSW 2135 | Phone +61 2 96240211 | Facsimile +61 2 9742 5290
www.marounia.org.au | marounia@maronite.org.au
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