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OUR SHEPHERD’S MESSAGE
“The Joy of the Gospel”
The Church’s journey during the Season of the Glorious Birth of Our Lord
is marked with hope that revitalises the lives of the faithful, and enchants
their hearts with the greatest event in the history of humanity; the
encounter of heaven and earth and the unity of God and man in the
person of Jesus Christ, Son of God, incarnated for the salvation of people.
Many dangers threaten peace and harmony in our world. Sadness
confronts those who look for true happiness in our society but do not find
it. Dark and frightening tunnels face those who are in search for Jesus our
Lord. But “the Joy of the Gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who
encounter Jesus”, as proclaimed by the Holy Father Pope Francis in his
recently published Apostolic Exhortation “Evangelii Gaudium” (the Joy of
the Gospel).
In this third edition of eMarounia magazine, I call upon the children of the
Maronite Eparchy of Australia to read this exhortation and respond to the
recommendations of the Holy Father – to return to the roots of Christian
holiness, to the person of Jesus Christ. We reclaim the original brilliance
of the Gospel and work towards the pastoral regress and apostolic renewal. Therefore, each one of us is called to
become a sign of hope, and contributes towards activating the revolution of love, compassion, and faith, which
has begun by the incarnation, death, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus.
As followers of Jesus Christ and believers in His Church, who responded to His echoing appeal “Come, follow
me” (Mt 19:21). We live today in a very hostile and aggressive environment. This adversity is also towards the
Church, its priests, the consecrated people in religious orders . “In all these things we overcome, because of Him
who loved us” (Rm 8:37). Jesus himself was born and lived in a very hostile environment and He made the
revolution of salvation and peace. The Apostles and the Early Church also lived in a very hostile environment,
and they were able to make the change by preaching the good news of the Gospel, making the Church an oasis of
hope and a fountain of salvation.
How wonderful it would be if the Season of the Birth of our Lord this year becomes a season of spiritual renewal
and a revolution of love. So we respond to His Holiness’ call to allocate time for prayer and contemplation and
participate in the survey preceding the Special Synod of Bishops to be held in Rome, in October 2014, on the
"pastoral challenges of the family in the context of evangelization."
Finally, I call upon the families in our Eparchy to pray with each other and for each other, asking the Holy
Family of Nazareth, for the homeless families who are suffering war and persecution, especially those in Syria.
We also remember in our prayer to the Holy Family – the two kidnapped bishops, the vanished priests, and the
recently kidnapped nuns, as it is unknown whether they are alive or dead. We pray to our Lord Jesus to give the
political leaders the grace to work for peace. We ask the Virgin Mary to console the broken and frightened hearts
and Saint Joseph to grant patience to those under stress and persecution. Let us all proclaim “Glory be to God in
the Highest, and peace on Earth for those He favours” (Lk 2:14).
+ Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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OUR EPARCHY
Diocesan Faith and Light Committee
Raise funds in support of
Anta Akhi “You are my brother”
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On Friday 15 November 2013, the Diocesan Faith and Light
Committee, held a fundraising dinner, with the blessing and in the
presence of His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay.

The Dinner aims to raise funds in support of Anta Akhi (You are my
brother), an organisation based in Lebanon to help handicapped
children lead a happy and hopeful life despite the difficulties that
come with disabilities.
Earlier this year, the roof of the house
of Anta Akhi collapsed leaving the
residents homeless. Further to Fr
Youssef Matta’s visit to Lebanon, who
is no stranger to this organisation and
a regular supporter of its activities, he
was moved by this sight. Hence the
fundraiser.
With thanks to many friends and
supporters, the dinner was very
successful.
May God bless all those who helped
and supported the cause, whether by
attending the dinner, donating,
helping organise, promoting or by any
other assisting to help make the dinner a great success.
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OUR EPARCHY
Maronite Lawyers Guild
Friday 8 November 2013
On 8 November 2013, His Excellency Bishop AntoineCharbel Tarabay inaugurated the Maronite Lawyers
Guild with a solemn celebration of the Divine Liturgy
at St Maroun’s Cathedral. The Mass was well
attended by up to 200 of the faithful, of whom at least
120 were lawyers, including the Attorney-General
Greg Smith SC MP, and the Guild’s patron, Judge
Kevin Coorey. At both the Mass and the reception afterwards, His Excellency emphasised that the Guild
has a spiritual nature and purpose. It is not just a
“club for lawyers”. No, it is an association for souls.
His Excellency stated: “The Guild which I am
inaugurating this evening is intended to be a
support in striving for holiness in our daily lives. It
can be an instrument for the New Evangelisation, the
reintegration of the Gospel into the lives of Christians:
the conversion of nominal believers into the reality of
a faith community. If this Guild succeeds, and its
success rests in our hands – not only my own but also
yours – then its aims and experience can be applied to
other professions, trades and crafts. We bring the New
Evangelisation into our workplaces. This Guild could
be a beacon of light for all of our Australian society, and not only for my little flock.”
The essence of the Guild is spiritual. We approach the spiritual through our daily lives and
our companionship. Over 120 people remained for at
least an hour and a half, chatting animatedly, and enjoying the benefits of our diligent interim committee’s
planning: we thank you, Theresa Sukkar, Charbel
Azzi, Anthony Bazouni, Robert Boulos and Matthew
Semaan, plus Danny Eid and Maronite chancery
team. And now for the future: legal talks with an
ethical twist over dinner, retreats, and Masses.
Queries may be directed to Fr Yuhanna Azize the
Guild
chaplain,
or
via
email
to
lawyersguild@maronite.org.au.

eMarounia Publisher: His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Episcopal Vicar for Media: Fr Elie Nakhoul, MLM, EV
Editor: Mrs Amal Bousamra
Writers: Fr Marcelino Youssef, Fr Yuhanna Azize, Fr Tony Sarkis, Mrs Elise Chedid
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OUR EPARCHY
Maronite Catholic Society
Celebrate 25 years
On Friday 1 November 2013, the Maronite Catholic Society celebrated their Silver Jubilee, at a
dinner, held with the blessing and in the presence of His Excellency, Bishop Antoine-Charbel
Tarabay, the Ambassador of Lebanon in Australia, Dr Jean Daniel and Mrs Daniel, His
Excellency Bishop Rabbat, many other religious and civil leaders and representatives of
Christian denominations and other faiths.

Having been established for twenty five years, the Society has demonstrated its utmost concern
to assist the Eparchy in promoting our Maronite identity and heritage in the Australian society.
And in its twenty-fifth year, the Society gifts the Maronite Church the Maronite Catholic
Society Youth Group.
In his speech, His Excellency congratulated the members for their dedication “Tonight, we also
pay tribute to the members of the Maronite Catholic Society, past and present. We recognize
the long-serving members and those people who are no longer with us. We applaud all the
work that the Maronite Catholic Society accomplished:
On the Lebanese level, you fostered a vital links with the cultural roots of our ancestors,
On the Australian level, you nurtured inculturation of Maronite values into the Australian
society,
And on the Eastern level, you encouraged dialogue with the other Eastern Churches.”
We, in turn congratulate and thank the members for their patronage to the activities of the
Eparchy, and support in any way possible to your Bishop. These are symbols of your passion
to your tradition and your eagerness to perpetuate your Maronite faith. May Our Lord grant
you His eternal rewards for your years of dedication and service.
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OUR EPARCHY
St Maroun’s College Dulwich Hill
Honours Bishop Tarabay
Friday 15 November 2013
On Friday 15 November 2013, Sr Josephine Wehbe
together
with
the
community
of
St Maroun’s College Dulwich Hill, celebrated the
first visit of His Excellency Bishop AntoineCharbel Tarabay to the College since his
installation as 4th Maronite Bishop of Australia.
The students welcome the Bishop with a guard of
honour, where Lebanese and Australian flags on
each side.
The day began with the Divine Liturgy celebrated by His Excellency, concelebrated by a
number of Maronite priests, in the presence of the Sisters of the Holy Family, and selected
social and political leaders.

Sr Josephine, in her address, said “since your episcopal ordination, you reminded us of who we really
are. As a former educator and principal of St Charbel’s College, you taught us that the rich heritage of
the Maronite traditions and spirituality must be handed to the future generations.
You have a firsthand understanding and appreciation of the fundamental role of education in the life of
young people to prepare them for the real world and to be able to develop their skills.
You inspired our teachings with your episcopal motto “faithfulness and openness”.
With you we remain faithful to our Holy Catholic Church and our Maroniteness. We believe in the
great confidence God entrusted us with, to make young people great contributors to society. We strive to
be open to God’s will in us, to serve in our new land Australia, and to respond to the sign of the times.”
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OUR EPARCHY
Youth Ministry
Mr Anthony Assaf
We are pleased to announce the appointment of Mr Anthony Assaf as a
Diocesan Youth Worker.
Anthony brings with him many years of experience in youth work in Australia and the United States. He has been a member of youth core teams
that prayerfully develop, plan and implement youth activities to nurture
and advance the human and spiritual formation of the youth.
His major goal is to lead the youth into a relationship with the Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, while providing a range of spiritual and
social services to cater for the Maronite Youth.
Given Sayedna’s great love for the youth, Anthony will be visiting youth groups in the Maronite parishes to explore their needs and assist the eparchy in growing, nurturing our Maronite
faith for the greater glory of God.
In his role as a youth worker, Anthony is especially excited about the human and
spiritual formation of Maronite youth leaders drawing from the rich treasury of our Maronite
heritage to lead both our leaders and those they serve to the intimate knowledge and worship
of our living God.

Bishop Tarabay visits Kreimists
Wednesday 6 November 2013
The Congregation of the Maronite Lebanese
Missionaries (MLM / Kreims) at Mount Druitt, hosted
His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay on
Wednesday 6 November 2013, together with Msgr
Marcelino Youssef, Vicar General and Fr Elie Nakhoul
MLM, Episcopal Vicar.
The purpose of the meeting was to welcome His
Excellency for the first time as a bishop.

Bishop Tarabay hosts
Journalist Sarkis Naoum
Mr Sarkis Naoum, Editor of Annahar Newspaper in
Lebanon, visited Australia in November 2013.
His visit included a program of activities where he met
with many political, religious and social leaders. He
met with His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel
Tarabay at Beit Maroun, together with editors of leading
Lebanese Newspapers in Australia.
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VATICAN NEWS
Pope Francis concludes the Year of Faith

Pope Francis has concluded the Year of Faith by venerating the relics of St Peter. He held
them in his hands during the Creed and the delivery of the Apostolic Exhortation 'Evangelii
Gaudium'.
Francis’ closing message for the Year of Faith during yesterday's mass celebration in St Peter’s Basilica said When Jesus is on the Cross and the good thief is standing close by, he
'speaks only a word of forgiveness, not of condemnation; whenever anyone finds the courage to ask for this forgiveness, the Lord does not let such a petition go unheard.'
During his homily, the Pope remembered his predecessor Benedict XVI with affection and
gratitude. He referred to the Year of Faith as a 'providential initiative' and greeted Patriarchs and Major Archbishops of the Eastern Catholic Churches.
'The exchange of peace, which I will make with them - he says - means, first of all the Bishop of Rome's high regard for these communities, who have confessed the name of Christ
with an exemplary fidelity, often paying dearly. Similarly - he adds - through them, with
this gesture I mean to embrace all Christians living in the Holy Land, Syria and throughout
the East, and invoke the gift of peace and harmony for all.'
You may access the full text of 'Evangelii Gaudium' on the following link:
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/apost_exhortations/index_en.htm
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AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC NEWS

Reception and Installation of Archbishop Christopher Prowse
Tuesday 19 November 2013
The Archbishop of Sydney, Cardinal George Pell joined
t he
A po st o lic
Nuncio
A r chbis h o p
Pa ul
Gallagher, the Most Rev Mark Coleridge Archbishop of
Brisbane, and His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel
Tarabay, together with 30 Catholic bishops and more
than 700 people, religious and priests from the Canberra
-Goulburn Archdiocese and civil leaders, along with
friends and family attended the Installation which was
held at St Christopher's Cathedral in the nation's capital
on Tuesday 19 November 2013.
The former Bishop of Sale, who turned 60 just a few days before his installation, was
appointed to the new Archbishop of Canberra-Goulburn by His Holiness Pope Francis in
September this year.
In his homily, the new Archbishop said he was knocking on the door of the Archdiocese of
Canberra-Goulburn and making a humble request for entry into "this fine Cathedral that
incredibly bears the same name: St Christopher. It is Christopher knocking at the Cathedral door of St Christopher's. So here I am as your new Archbishop. It is Christopher who
greets you now. I want to be 'Christopher' for you. I want to carry you and your burdens
to Jesus, the great burden-bearer, across the dangerous river of life."

NSW and ACT Catholic Bishops Conference
Monday 4 November 2013
On Monday 4 November 2013, His Excellency
Bishop Antoine Charbel Tarabay participated his
first NSW and ACT Catholic Bishops Conference.
The NSW and ACT Catholic bishops meet at
least once per year to discuss matters of common
interest in the state and territory.
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SOCIETY NEWS

Australian Lebanese People
Celebrate the Lebanese Independence Day
Thursday 21 November 2013

On Thursday 21 November 2013, on the
evening of the actual National day of Lebanon,
the Ambassador of Lebanon in Australia, Dr
Jean Daniel and Mrs Mireille Daniel held a
Civic ceremony to commemorate the
independence of Lebanon.
Over 500 people gathered at the Hellenic Club
in Canberra, many of which travelled from
Sydney, including Msgr Marcelino Youssef,
Vicar General, representing His Excellency
Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, and Fr Elie
Nakhoul MLM EV, Dr Jean Tarabay and Mrs
Amal Bousamra.
His Excellency Dr Daniel said in his speech
"this is a very important day in which we
unite to celebrate the 70th year of independence in Lebanon with both our Lebanese and
Australian families and friends.
We are
immensely proud of both heritages and
nations, and feel a particular responsibility on
days such as this to act as ambassadors for
both Australia and Lebanon."
The Honourable Phillip Ruddock congratulated the Lebanese people for their solidarity and
their spirit of unity.
The hosts and guests took a moment of silence
as a gesture of respect, particularly
in mourning for those who have died to secure
the independence of Lebanon and to those
who died in the recent tragic event in
Lebanon.
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PARISH NEWS
St John the Beloved Arabic School Program
Celebrate the end of a successful year of learning
Nurturing our heritage and reviving the Arabic Language by passing it to our youth is strengthening our
common life.

To mark the end of a successful school year the students put on a play. It was quite entertaining and the
little angels amazed the audience with the standard of their performances and their
ability to deliver the Arabic language which they have been learning at the Community Arabic Language
Centre at St John the Beloved.

In attendance were: the Vicar General Monsignor Marcelino Youssef representing His
Excellency, Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, Fr Maroun Moussa Superior of the Maronite
Lebanese Missionaries, Mr Albert Vella, President of NSW Federation of Community Languages Schools,
Mr Raymond Abi-Arraj, Coordinator of the Maronite Diocesan Arabic Language Schools who was also
representing the Maronite Catholic Society, Dr Jean Tarabay, Director of the Centre for Maronite Studies,
Mrs Amal Bousamra, editor of eMarounia, Reverend Fathers at St John the Beloved and a great number of
the parents and Community members.
At the end of the ceremony, Msgr Marcelino Youssef and Fr Maroun Moussa distributed certificates to the
children, in appreciation for their hard work during the year.
Thanks to the Arabic Language Committee, the parents and friends for keeping our heritage alive in the
youth and passing it to the younger generations. May God bless you all.
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BKERKE NEWS
Meeting of Maronite Patriarchial Synod
Bkerke, 30 October 2013
Headed by His Beatitude Mar Becharra
Boutros Cardinal Rai, and in the presence
of His Eminence Mar Nasrallah Cardinal
Sfeir, the Synod of Maronite Bishops and
General Superiors of Maronite Orders and
Congregations, held their monthly meeting
at the Patriarchal See, Bkerke, on
Wednesday 30 October 2013.
The Synod evaluated the first forum for the
Christians of the East, which had been
earlier that month, and which had been
attended by the President of the Republic of
Lebanon, the Patriarchs and other religious and civil leaders. They expressed their concern,
on behalf of the Christians and Muslims in Lebanon and the Middle East, regarding
contemporary challenges. Christians should not be passive in these difficult circumstances;
we should renew our commitment to the faith, and make history, building the kingdom of
God with love, justice, peace and harmony, especially in the Middle East, as urged by the
apostolic exhortation: “the Church in the Middle East, Communion and Witness”.
The Fathers congratulated the families on the safe return of those hostages who had recently
been released. They prayed for the success of all who are striving for peace, and for the
release of Bishops Yaziji and Ibrahim, and other priests, all of whose conditions remain
unknown.
The Synod expressed its sorrow at the cycle of attack and retaliation in Tripoli. However, it
welcomes the initiatives of the army and security forces.
The Synod Fathers expressed grave disappointment at the inability of parliament to form a
government capable of facing the challenges before Lebanon.
They noted with concern the outbreak of paralysis among children, due to overcrowding
and dislocation, which favours the spread of the virus. They therefore encourage schools,
families and all organisations to have children immunised through the Ministry of Health’s
program.
The Synod Fathers also expressed a concern about the spread of contraband, drug
manufacture and smuggling. This not only tarnishes the name of Lebanon, but more
importantly, will cause serious problems, not least addiction, for our youth.
The Church celebrates the new liturgical year, the commencement of which coincides with
the meeting of the Catholic Patriarchs and Bishops Commission in Lebanon. The Fathers
recommend that Christians pray for this Commission, and for stability in Lebanon, peace in
Syria and the Middle East, and the success of the Geneva Congress. They also ask Christians
to revitalise the new liturgical year with contemplation, through the intercession of the ever
virgin Mary, Mother of God, the apostles, martyrs and saints.
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PARISH NEWS
St Charbel’s Church and College
47 Young Maronites Celebrate their First Holy Communion
The 20th of October 2013 was a very special day for the Year 3 students of St Charbel’s
College as they received their First Holy Communion. The solemn Mass was celebrated by
His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, held in the Multi-Purpose Hall, Fr Joseph
Sleiman, Superior of St Charbel’s, and Fr Challita Boustany, Primary School Chaplain.

St Charbel’s Parish also held its First Holy Communion ceremony on the 17th of November
2013 in the Church. Fr Joseph Sleiman and Fr Challita Boustany celebrated the mass where
47 young parishioners received Jesus in the Eucharist.

Family and friends were present at both ceremonies to pray for the young children and
celebrate with them this significant moment in their lives. Our gratitude goes to the teachers
and volunteers who gave of their time and effort to prepare the children to receive the
sacrament and to organise the ceremonies.
We keep all the children in our prayers that they may stay close to Jesus and, with the
support of their families, attend Mass regularly and deepen their faith.
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LITURGICAL SEASON
The Nativity

Sundays, ending with the Genealogy of Our
Lord, when we stand before the reality of who
Jesus the Messiah was.

We commenced our liturgical year by
affirming the consecration of the Church. Then Our second duty is participation, to hear these
we renewed ourselves as the people of the
Church, who worship within its sacred walls
and celebrate its holy Mysteries. And now,
ready for the future, we have entered the
Season of Announcement, when we recall how
carefully Divine Providence prepared the
Nativity, or birth of Our Lord.
What is the significance of this great feast? Our
Maronite
Ramsho
or
vespers
for
Announcement Mondays includes this prayer:
“May we meditate today upon your threefold
nativity: your eternal birth from your Father,
your birth from the Virgin Mary, and your
birth in our hearts through grace.”
The birth of Our Lord is not, therefore, only a
stand-alone once in history event, although
His incarnation and accomplishments are the
most important facts of all. It is also something
which must take place within our own souls. If
we are not touched and changed inside during
this season, what have we achieved as announcements as renewed to us, and to then
Christians?
find something concrete to do as a point of
application of our holy faith. There is some
Our first duty must be worship: to follow the good deed waiting for us perform it! Take Our
season with prayer, to join in each Mass and in Lady’s example. Could it be visiting someone
the devotions. As we do, let us ponder this lonely or needy, as she visited Elizabeth? Let’s
miraculous story, beginning with the be up and active for the love of God: let us
Announcement to Zechariah, including the announce! Amen.
Annunciation to Our Lady, and the other
Fr Yuhanna Azize

A member of the Australian Catholic Press Association (ACPA) and the Australian Religious Press Association (ARPA)

PO Box 385 STRATHFIELD NSW 2135 | Phone +61 2 9642 0211 | Facsimile +61 2 9742 5290
www.marounia.org.au | marounia@maronite.org.au
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UPCOMING EVENTS...
Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Mass Calendar for
December, Christmas 2013 & New Year 2014
Sunday

8 December

Mass

11:00 am

St John the Beloved

Mt Druitt

Sunday

15 December

Mass

11:00 am

St Rafqa

Austral

Sunday

15 December

Mass

6:00 pm

Our Lady of Lebanon

Melbourne

Sunday

22 December

Mass

11:00 am

St George

Thornleigh

Tuesday

24 December

Mass

06:00 pm

St Maroun

Redfern

Tuesday

24 December

Midnight Mass 12:00 am

St Charbel

Punchbowl

Wednesday

25 December

Mass

11:00 am

Our Lady of Lebanon

Harris Park

Sunday

29 December

Mass

10:00 am

Our Lady of Lebanon

Wollongong

Wednesday

1 January

Mass

11:00 am

St Joseph

Croydon

His Excellency will be receiving
Christmas greetings
at Beit Maroun, Strathfield
on Sunday 29 December 2013 from 5pm to 9.30am

With the blessing and in the presence of
His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Maronite Bishop of Australia
Maronites on Mission
extend a warm invitation to you
To a

Fundraising Dinner
DRESS: Semi Formal

Sapphire Events Centre
Cnr Punchbowl & Canterbury Road,
Punchbowl NSW 2196
on Friday 13 December 2013
7:30 pm for a 8:00 pm start

RSVP 6 DECEMBER 2013
Charbel Taouk 0400 962 532
Proceeds of the dinner will help fund
MaroniteCare
Maronites on Mission
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UPCOMING EVENTS...
With the blessing and in the presence of
His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Maronite Bishop of Australia
Sapphire Events Centre Management
extend a warm invitation to you
To a

Fundraising Dinner
DRESS: Formal

Sapphire Events Centre
Cnr Punchbowl & Canterbury Road
Punchbowl NSW 2196
on Friday 28 February 2014
7:30 pm for a 8:00 pm start

RSVP NO LATER THAN FRIDAY 14 FEBRUARY 2014
Mr Michael Tartak | Telephone: 0417 60 62 64
Email: michaeltartak@gmail.com
Proceeds of the dinner will help fund
Our Lady Care Centre & St Charbel’s Aged Care Facilities

Celebrate Christmas
the Maronite way
Christmas Novenas will soon commence
Carols by candlelight
and other activities
Contact your local Maronite Parish for a timetable
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DIOCESAN DIRECTORY
Maronite Bishop of Australia
His Excellency, Bishop Antoine Charbel Tarabay
Vicar General
Msgr Marcelino Youssef
Episcopal Vicars
Msgr Shora Maree
Msgr Emmanuel Sakr
Fr Elie Nakhoul MLM
CHANCERY
‘Beit Maroun’,
105 The Boulevarde (PO Box 385)
STRATHFIELD NSW 2135
Phone: +61 2 9642 0211
Fax: +61 2 9742 5290

PARISHES
Sydney
St Maroun’s Cathedral
Church Address
627 Elizabeth St,
REDFERN NSW 2016
Postal Address
PO Box 1091,
STRAWBERRY HILLS NSW 2012
Ph: (02) 9318 2148 Fax: (02) 9699 4672
Dean: Msgr Emmanuel Sakr
Assistant Priests: Fr Antoun Chidiac, Fr Maroun Kazzi,
Fr Loubnan Tarabay
Our Lady of Lebanon Co-cathedral
40 Alice St, HARRIS PARK NSW 2150
Ph: (02) 9689 2899 Fax: (02) 9689 2068
Parish Priest: Msgr Shora Maree, EV
Assistant Priests: Fr Antoun Bou-Antoun, Fr Pierre El Khoury,
Fr Paul Joubeir, Fr Tony Sarkis, Fr Raphael Abboud, Fr Claude Rizk
Community Support: Fr Bernard Assi
St George’s Church
Church Address
2 Yarrara Ave (PO Box 65)
THORNLEIGH NSW 2120
Ph: (02) 9481 7388 Fax: (02) 9481 7399
Parish Priest: Fr Bechara Trad, MLM
Assistant Priests: Fr Boutros Samia, MLM
Deacon: Nagi Dimian
St Joseph’s Church
7 Acton St, CROYDON NSW 2132
Ph: (02) 9744 8514 Fax: (02) 9715 5067
Administrator: Fr Elie Nakhoul MLM EV
Assistant Priests: Fr Youssef Abouzeid, Fr Youssef Matta,
Fr Yuhanna Azize
St Rafqa’s Parish
135 Eighth Avenue, AUSTRAL NSW 2179
Phone: 0431 486 089
Parish Priest: Fr Nabil Wehbe

Visit our website
www.maronite.org.au

St John the Beloved Church
Congregation of the Lebanese Maronite Missionaries
63 George St,
MOUNT DRUIT NSW 2770
Ph: (02) 9625 8985
Fax: (02) 9625 9779
Parish Priest: Fr Maroun Moussa
Assistant Priest: Fr Bassem Zaynoun, Fr John Kady,
Fr Mansour Younis, Fr Ihab Chamoun
St Charbel’s Church
Lebanese Maronite Order
142 Highclere Ave,
PUNCHBOWL NSW 2196
Ph: (02) 9750 6000 Fax: (02) 9750 3910
Email: principal@stcharbel.nsw.edu.au
Parish Priest: Fr Joseph Sleiman
Assistant Priests: Fr Boulos Kerbage, Fr Elie Rahme,
Fr Chalita Boustany, Fr Milad Azzi, Fr Ronny Chaheen
Wollongong
Our Lady of Lebanon Church
74 – 78 Denise St,
LAKE HEIGHTS NSW 2502
Administrator: Msgr Marcelino Youssef, VG
Adelaide
St Maroun’s Church
379 Goodwood Rd,
WESTBOURNE PARK SA 5041
Ph: (08) 8271 0806, Fax: (08) 8271 8368
Parish Priest: Fr Louis Saad
Brisbane
St Maroun’s Church
29 Bunya St,
GREENSLOPES QLD 4120
Ph/Fax: (07) 3394 4994
Parish Priest: Fr Fadi Salame
Melbourne
Our Lady of Lebanon Church
Church Address:
230 Normbany Ave,
THORNBURY VIC 3071
Office Address:
31 Comas Grove,
THORNBURY VIC 3071
Ph: (03) 9480 2059 Fax: (03) 9480 2635
Parish Priest: Msgr Joseph Takchi
Assistant Priests: Fr Alain Fares
Order of Antonine Monks: Fr Edmond Andraos & Fr Charles.
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ﺼﻼﺘﻨﺎ اﻝﻴوم ﻤﻌﻜم ﺠﻤﻴﻌﺎً اﻴﻬﺎ اﻻﺤﺒﺎء وﻤﻊ اﺨوﺘﻨﺎ ﻓﻲ ﺤزب ﺤرﻜﺔ اﻻﺴـﺘـﻘـﻼل اوﺴـﺘـ ارﻝـﻴـﺎ ،ﻓـﻲ اﻝـذﻜـرى
اﻝراﺒﻌﺔ واﻝﻌﺸرﻴن ﻋﻠﻰ اﺴﺘﺸﻬﺎد اﻝرﺌـﻴـس ﻤـﻌـوض ،ﻫـﻲ ﺼـﻼة رﺠـﺎء ﻨـرﻓـﻌـﻬـﺎ اﻝـﻰ اﻝـرب ﻝـﻴـﺤـﻤـﻲ اﻝـﻘـﺎدة
اﻝﺴﻴﺎﺴﻴﻴن اﻝﻤﺨﻠﺼﻴن ﻷوطﺎﻨﻬم وﺸﻌوﺒﻬم .وﺘﻌزﻴﺘﻨﺎ اﻝﻘﻠﺒﻴـﺔ اﺘـﻘـدم ﺒـﻬـﺎ وﺒـﺎﺴـﻤـﻜـم ﺠـﻤـﻴـﻌـﺎً ،اﻝـﻰ اﻝـﻠـﺒـﻨـﺎﻨـﻴـﺔ
اﻻوﻝﻰ اﻻﺴﺒق اﻝﺴﻴدة ﻨﺎﺌﻠﺔ اﻝﺘـﻲ أﺨـذت ﻋـﻠـﻰ ﻋـﺎﺘـﻘـﻬـﺎ اﺤـﻴـﺎء ﻫـذا اﻻرث اﻝـوطـﻨـﻲ اﻝـﻜـﺒـﻴـر وﻫـﻲ ﺘـﺘـﺎﺒـﻊ
اﻝﻤﺴﻴرة ﻤﻊ ﻨﺠﻠﻬﺎ اﻝﻌزﻴز ﻤﻴﺸﺎل ﺒﻤﺎ ﻴﻌﺘﻤر ﻗﻠﺒﻴﻬﻤﺎ ﻤن ﺤب ﻝﻠﺒﻨﺎن واﺴﺘﻌـدادات ﻝـﻠـﺘـﻀـﺤـﻴـﺔ ﻓـﻲ ﺴـﺒـﻴـﻠـﻪ.
وﻨﺘوﺠﻪ ﺒﺎﻝﺘﻌزﻴﺔ اﻴﻀﺎً اﻝﻰ اﺒﻨﺔ اﻝرﺌﻴس اﻝﺸﻬﻴد ،وﻋﺎﺌﻼت اﻝﺸﻬداء رﻓﺎق اﻝرﺌﻴس وﺴﺎﺌر أﻨﺴﺒﺎﺌﻬم وذوﻴـﻬـم
ﻫﻨﺎ ﻓﻲ اوﺴﺘراﻝﻴﺎ او ﻓﻲ ﻝﺒﻨﺎن او ﻓﻲ ﺒﻼد اﻻﻨﺘﺸﺎر .وﻓﻲ ذﻜرى ﺒﺸﺎرة اﻝﻌذراء ﻤرﻴم وﻨـﺤـن ﻓـﻲ ﻤﺴـﻴـرﺘـﻨـﺎ
ﻨﺤو ﻋﻴد ﻤﻴﻼد اﻝرب ﻴﺴوع ،ﻨﻠﺘﻤس ﻓـﻲ ﻫـذﻩ اﻝـﻠـﻴـﺘـورﺠـﻴـﺔ اﻻﻝـﻬـﻴـﺔ ﺤـﻠـول اﻝـروح اﻝـﻘـدس ﻜـﻤـﺎ ﺤـل ﻋـﻠـﻰ
اﻝﻌذراء ﻤرﻴم ،ﻓﻴﻤﻸ ﻗﻠوﺒﻨﺎ رﺠﺎء وﻨﻔوﺴﻨﺎ ﻋزاء وﻓرﺤﺎً روﺤﻴـﺎً ،ﻝـﻜـﻲ ﻨـﻬـﺘـدي اﻝـﻰ ﻜـل ﻤـﺎ ﻫـو ﺤـق وﺨـﻴـر
وﺠﻤﺎل وﺨﻼص ﻝﺤﻴﺎﺘﻨﺎ اﻝﺨﺎﺼﺔ واﻝﻌﺎﻤﺔ ﻓﻲ اﻝﻌﺎﺌﻠﺔ واﻝﻜﻨﻴﺴﺔ واﻝوطن.
ﻓﻠﺘﻜن ﺴﻴدة زﻏرﺘﺎ ،ﺴﻴدة ﻝﺒﻨﺎن وﺴـﻴـدة اوﺴـﺘـ ارﻝـﻴـﺎ ﺤـﺎﻤـﻴـﺘـﻨـﺎ ﺠـﻤـﻴـﻌـﺎً وﺤـﺎﻤـﻴـﺔ اوﺴـﺘـ ارﻝـﻴـﺎ وﻝـﺒـﻨـﺎن ﻝـﻤـﺠـد اﷲ
وﺨﻼص اﻻﻨﺴﺎن .آﻤﻴن.
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ﻝم ﻴﺤﻜم اﻝﺒﻼد اﻝرﺌﻴس ﻤﻌوض ﺴوى  ١٨ﻴوﻤﺎً اﻋﻠن ﻓﻴﻬﺎ ﻤﺒﺎدﺌﻪ وﺘطﻠﻌﺎﺘﻪ ﺤول ﺘﻜوﻴن اﻝـدوﻝـﺔ اﻝـﻠـﺒـﻨـﺎﻨـﻴـﺔ
وﻓﻘﺎً ﻝﻼﺼﻼﺤﺎت اﻝﺴﻴﺎﺴﻴﺔ اﻝﺘﻲ ﺘﻀﻤﻨﺘﻬﺎ وﺜﻴﻘﺔ اﻝوﻓﺎق اﻝوطﻨﻲ اﻝﺼﺎدرة ﻋن اﺘﻔﺎق اﻝطﺎﺌف.
ﻜﺎﻨت أﻤﻨﻴﺔ اﻝرﺌﻴس اﻝﺠدﻴد ﺘﺄﻜﻴد اﻝوﻻء ﻝﻠـوطـن اﻝـﻤـوﺤـد اﻝـﻘـوي واﻝـﻌـزم ﻋـﻠـﻰ ﺒﺴـط ﺴـﻴـﺎدة اﻝـﻘـﺎﻨـون ﻋـﻠـﻰ
ﺠﻤﻴﻊ اﻝﻤواطﻨﻴن وﺴﻠطﺔ اﻝدوﻝﺔ اﻝﺸرﻋﻴﺔ ﺒﻘوﺘﻬﺎ اﻝذاﺘﻴﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻜل ذرة ﻤـن ﺘـ ارﺒـﻬـﺎ واي ﻤـدى ﻤـن أﺠـواﺌـﻬـﺎ
وﺠﻤﻊ ﻜل ﺴﻼح ﺨـﺎرج اﻝـﻘـوات اﻝـﻤـﺴـﻠـﺤـﺔ اﻝﺸـرﻋـﻴـﺔ ﻻﻴـﻤـﺎﻨـﻪ ان اﻝـدوﻝـﺔ اﻝـﻘـوﻴـﺔ اﻝـﻤـوﺤـدة ﻫـﻲ اﻝﻀـﺎﻤـﻨـﺔ
واﻝﺤﺎﻤﻴﺔ ﻝﻠﺠﻤﻴﻊ .وﻜﺎن ﻫﻤﻪ اﻨﺠﺎز اﻝﻤﺼﺎﻝﺤﺔ اﻝوطﻨﻴﺔ ﺒﻴن اﻝﻠﺒﻨﺎﻨﻴﻴـن ﻋـﻠـﻰ ﻜـل اﻻﺘـﺠـﺎﻫـﺎت ﻤـﻌـﺘـﺒـ اًر ان
اﻝﻤﺼﺎﻝﺤﺔ ﻻ ﺘﺴﺘﺜﻨﻲ اﺤداً ﻓـﻬـﻲ ﻤـﻠـك اﻝـﺠـﻤـﻴـﻊ
وﺘﺘﺴﻊ ﻝﻠﺠﻤﻴﻊ وﻗﺎل ﻋن ﻨﻔﺴـﻪ اﻨـﻪ رﺠـل وﻓـﺎق
وﺘوﻓﻴق وﻝذﻝك اراد ان ﻴﻜون رﻫﺎن ﻋﻤرﻩ اﻨﺠـﺎز
ﻫذﻩ اﻝﻤﺼﺎﻝﺤﺔ.
وﻜﺎن ﻫدﻓﻪ ﻜﺄول رﺌﻴس ﻝﻠﺠﻤﻬورﻴﺔ اﻝﺜﺎﻨﻴـﺔ ﺒـﻌـد
اﺘﻔﺎق اﻝطﺎﺌف اﻝﻤﻌروﻓﺔ ﺒﺠﻤﻬورﻴﺔ اﻝـﻤـؤﺴـﺴـﺎت
ان ﻴـﺒــذل ﻜــل اﻝـﺠـﻬــود واﻝـﺘـﻀـﺤـﻴــﺎت ﻤــن اﺠــل
ﺘـﺤـﻘـﻴـﻘـﻬــﺎ ﺒـﺤـﻴــث ﺘـﻜــون دوﻝــﺔ ﺘـﻨـﻬــض ﺒــوﺤــدة
ﻤؤﺴﺴﺎﺘﻬﺎ وﺘﻜﺎﻤل ﺴﻠطﺎﺘﻬﺎ وﺘﻌﺎون اﺒﻨﺎﺌﻬﺎ وﺘطﺒﻴق ﻗواﻨﻴﻨﻬﺎ واﻨظﻤﺘﻬﺎ ،دوﻝﺔ دﻴﻤﻘراطﻴﺔ ﻗﺎﺌﻤﺔ ﻋﻠـﻰ وﺤـدة
اﻝﺸﻌب واﻻرض واﻝﻤؤﺴﺴﺎت ،دوﻝﺔ ﺘﻨﻬﻲ آﻻم اﻝﻠﺒﻨـﺎﻨـﻴـﻴـن وﺘـﺤـﻘـق آﻤـﺎﻝـﻬـم .ﻤـن أﺠـل ﻫـذﻩ اﻝـﻐـﺎﻴـﺔ ﺘـطـﻠـﻊ
اﻝرﺌﻴس اﻝﻰ ﺘﻔﻌﻴل اﻝـﻤـؤﺴـﺴـﺎت اﻝـﻌـﺎﻤـﺔ ﻝـﺘـﻤـﺎرس ﺼـﻼﺤـﻴـﺎﺘـﻬـﺎ وﻤـﻬـﺎﻤـﻬـﺎ ﺒـﺘـوازن واﻨﺴـﺠـﺎم وﻤﺸـﺎرﻜـﺔ ﻓـﻲ
اﻝﻤﺴؤوﻝﻴﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ اﺴﺎس ﻤﺤﺒﺔ ﻫذا اﻝوطن ووﻀﻊ ﻓﻲ اوﻝوﻴﺎﺘﻬﺎ ﻤؤﺴﺴﺔ اﻝﺠﻴش اﻝذي أرادﻩ ﻗﻀـﻴـﺔ وطـﻨـﻴـﺔ
ﺒﺤﻴث ﻴﻜون ﺠﻴﺸﺎً ﻗوﻴﺎً ﻤوﺤداً  ،ﺠﻴش ﻝﺒﻨﺎن اﻝواﺤد وﺠﻴش اﻝﺸﻌب اﻝواﺤد.
أﻴﻬﺎ اﻻﺨوة واﻻﺨوات،
ﻫذﻩ اﻝﻤﺒﺎدىء اﻝﺘﻲ ﺴﻘط ﺸﻬﻴدﻫﺎ اﻝرﺌﻴس رﻴﻨﻴﻪ ﻤﻌوض ،ﻝم ﺘﻤت وﻝم ﺘـﺘـﺒـﺨـر ﺒـل ظـﻠـت ﺼـوت ﻀـﻤـﻴـر
ﻴـﻨــﺎدي ﻜــل ﻤﺴــؤول ﻝـﺒـﻨــﺎﻨــﻲ ﻓــﻲ اﻝــدوﻝــﺔ او ﺨــﺎرﺠـﻬــﺎ .اﻝــوﻻء ﻝـﻠــوطــن واﻝـﻤـﺼــﺎﻝـﺤــﺔ اﻝــوطـﻨـﻴــﺔ وﺠـﻤـﻬــورﻴــﺔ
اﻝﺴﻴدة ،اﻝﻘوﻴﺔ ،اﻝﻤوﺤدة ،واﻝﺠﻴش اﻝﻘدﻴر واﻝﻤﺤﺒﺔ ﻝﻠﺒﻨﺎن ،ﻫذا ﻫو اﻻرث اﻝذي ﻴﺘرﻜﻪ اﻝرﺌـﻴـس
اﻝﻤؤﺴﺴﺎت
ّ
اﻝﺸﻬﻴد ﻝﻨﺎ ﺠﻤﻴﻌﺎً.
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ﻓﻲ ﻗداس ذﻜرى إﺴﺘﺸﻬﺎد اﻝرﺌﻴس رﻴﻨﻴﻪ ﻤﻌوض
ﻓﻲ ﻜﻨﻴﺴﺔ ﺴﻴدة ﻝﺒﻨﺎن
اﻻﺤد  ٢٤ﺘﺸرﻴن اﻝﺜﺎﻨﻲ ٢٠١٣
أﻴﻬﺎ اﻻﺨوة واﻻﺨوات اﻻﺤﺒﺎء،
ﻴﺸﻜل ﺤدث اﻝﺒﺸﺎرة اﻝـذي ﻨـﺤـﺘـﻔـل ﺒـﻪ اﻝـﻴـوم ﻨـﻘـطـﺔ وﺼـول ﻓـﻲ ﺘـﺎرﻴـﺦ اﻝـﺨـﻼص وﺒـﺎﻝـوﻗـت ﻋـﻴـﻨـﻪ ﻨـﻘـطـﺔ
اﻨطﻼق ﻝﻠﻌﻬد اﻝﺠدﻴد ﻤﺤورﻫﺎ ﺒﺸﺎرة ﻤرﻴم ﺒﺎﻝﺤﺒل اﻻﻝﻬﻲ وﺒﻤﻴﻼد اﻝﻤﺨﻠص اﻝﻤﻨﺘظر ﻴﺴوع اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺢ.

"وﻝﻤﺎ ﺒﻠﻎ ﻤلء اﻝزﻤن ارﺴل اﷲ اﺒﻨﻪ ﻤوﻝوداً ﻤن اﻤرأة "...ﻓﻤلء اﻝزﻤن اﻴﻬﺎ اﻻﺤﺒﺎء ﻫو اﻻﻨـﺘـﺼـﺎر ﻋـﻠـﻰ
اﻝﺸر واﻝﺨطﻴﺌﺔ .واﻝﺒﺸﺎرة ﻝﻤرﻴم اﻝﻌذراء ﻫﻲ ﺘﺤﻘﻴق ﻝﻠوﻋد اﻝذي ﻗطﻌﻪ اﷲ ﻓﻲ اﻝـﺒـﺸـﺎرة اﻻوﻝـﻰ ﺤـﻴـن وﻋـد
اﻤﻨﺎ اﻻوﻝﻰ ﺤواء ﺒﺎﻝﺨﻼص ﻤن اﻝﺸر واﻝﺨطﻴﺌﺔ .واﻝﻴوم ﻓﻲ اﺤد ﺒﺸـﺎرة اﻝـﻌـذراء ﻨـرى ان ﻫـذا اﻻﻨـﺘـﺼـﺎر
ﻴﺘﺠﻪ اﻝﻰ ﺘﺤﻘﻴﻘﻪ ﺒﻤرﻴم اﻝﻌذراء وﻫﻲ اﻝﻤﻤﺘﻠﺌﺔ ﻨﻌﻤﺔ واﻝﻘﺎﺌﻠﺔ" :ﻫﺎ اﻨذا اﻤﺔ ﻝﻠرب ﻝﻴﻜن ﻝﻰ ﺒﺤـﺴـب ﻗـوﻝـك".
ﻓطﺎﻋﺔ ﻤرﻴم ام ﻴﺴوع وام اﻝـﻜـﻨـﻴـﺴـﺔ وام اﻝـﻤـؤﻤـﻨـﻴـن ﺘﺼـﺤـﺢ ﻋﺼـﻴـﺎن ﺤـواء اﻤـﻨـﺎ اﻻوﻝـﻰ وﻋـدم طـﺎﻋـﺘـﻬـﺎ
ﻝﻠوﺼﻴﺔ.
وﻓﻲ أﺤد اﻝﺒﺸﺎرة ﻫذا ،ﻨﺤﻴﻲ اﻝﻴوم ﺒﺎﻝرﺠﺎء واﻝﺼـﻼة ذﻜـرى ﺸـﻬـﻴـد اﺴـﺘـﻘـﻼل ﻝـﺒـﻨـﺎن اﻝـﻤـﻐـﻔـور ﻝـﻪ رﺌـﻴـس
اﻝﺠﻤﻬورﻴﺔ اﻝﻠﺒﻨﺎﻨﻴﺔ اﻝﻤﻨﺘﺨب اﻝﻤرﺤوم رﻴﻨﻴﻪ ﻤـﻌـوض ورﻓـﺎﻗـﻪ اﻝﺸـﻬـداء اﻝـذﻴـن أ ارﻗـوا دﻤـﺎءﻫـم ﻋـﻠـﻰ ﻤـذﺒـﺢ
اﻝوطن ﻓﻲ اﻝﺜﺎﻨﻲ واﻝﻌﺸرﻴن ﻤن ﺘﺸرﻴن اﻝﺜﺎﻨﻲ ﺴﻨﺔ .١٩٨٩

اﻝﻌدد اﻝﺜﺎﻨﻲ | ﺘﺸرﻴن اﻷول 2013
א

א
"ﻓرح اﻹﻨﺠﻴل"
اﻝﻜﻨﺴﻴﺔ ﻓﻲ زﻤن اﻝﻤﻴﻼد اﻝﻤﺠﻴد ﺒﺎﻝرﺠﺎء اﻝذي ﻴﻨﻌش ﺤﻴﺎة اﻝﻤؤﻤﻨﻴن وﻴﻔرح
ﺘﺘﻤﻴز ﻤﺴﻴرﺘﻨﺎ
ّ
ّ
ٍ
ﻗﻠوﺒﻬم ﺒﺤدث ﻫو اﻻﻋظم ﻓﻲ ﺘﺎرﻴﺦ اﻝﺒﺸرﻴﺔ – ﺤدث ﻝﻘﺎء اﻝﺴﻤﺎء واﻷرض واﺘﺤﺎد اﷲ ﺒﺎﻹﻨﺴﺎن
ﺒﺸﺨص ﻴﺴوع اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺢ اﺒن اﷲ اﻝﻤﺘﺠﺴد ﻝﺨﻼص اﻝﺒﺸر.
ﺘﻬدد اﻝﺴﻼم واﻷﻤﺎن ﻓﻲ ﻋﺎﻝﻤﻨﺎ وأﻤﺎم ﺤزن اﻝذﻴن ﻴﻔﺘّﺸون ﻓﻲ
وأﻤﺎم اﻷﺨطﺎر اﻝﻜﺜﻴرة اﻝﺘﻲ ّ
اﻝﺤﻘﻴﻘﻲ وﻻ ﻴﺠدوﻨﻪ ،وأﻤﺎم اﻷﻨﻔﺎق اﻝﻤظﻠﻤﺔ واﻝﻤﺨﻴﻔﺔ ﺒوﺠﻪ اﻝﺒﺎﺤﺜﻴن ﻋن
ﻤﺠﺘﻤﻌﻨﺎ ﻋن اﻝﻔرح
ّ
اﻝرب ﻴﺴوع ﻴطل ﻋﻠﻴﻨﺎ "ﻓرح اﻹﻨﺠﻴل اﻝذي ﻴﻤﻸ ﻗﻠب وﺤﻴﺎة اﻝذﻴن ﻴﻠﺘﻘون ﺒﻴﺴوع" ،ﺒﺤﺴب ﻜﻼم
ﻗداﺴﺔ اﻝﺒﺎﺒﺎ ﻓرﻨﺴﻴس ﻓﻲ اﻹرﺸﺎد اﻝرﺴوﻝﻲ "ﻓرح اﻹﻨﺠﻴل" ،اﻝذي أﺼدرﻩ ﺤدﻴﺜﺎً.
ﻓﻲ ﻫذا اﻝﻌدد اﻝﺜﺎﻝث ﻤن ﻤﺠﻠّﺔ  ،eMarouniaأدﻋوا أﺒﻨﺎء اﻷﺒرﺸﻴﺔ اﻝﻤﺎروﻨﻴﺔ ﻓﻲ أوﺴﺘراﻝﻴﺎ
اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺤﻴﺔ،
ﻝﻘراءة ﻫذا اﻹرﺸﺎد وﻝﻠﺘﺠﺎوب ﻤﻊ ﺘوﺠﻴﻪ ﻗداﺴﺔ اﻝﺒﺎﺒﺎ – ﻝﻠﻌودة إﻝﻰ ﺠذور اﻝﻘداﺴﺔ
ّ
ٍ
اﻋوي
أي إﻝﻰ ﺸﺨص ﻴﺴوع اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺢ ،ﻻﺴﺘﻌﺎدة اﻝﻨﻀﺎرة اﻷﺼﻴﻠﺔ ﻝﻺﻨﺠﻴل واﻝﻌﻤل ﻋﻠﻰ ارﺘداد ر ّ
ﻤﻨﺎ ﻋﻼﻤﺔ رﺠﺎء وﻴﺴﺎﻫم ﻓﻲ ﺘﻔﻌﻴل ﺜورة اﻝﻤﺤﺒﺔ واﻝﺤﻨﺎن
وﺘﺠ د ٍد
رﺴوﻝﻲ ،ﻓﻴﻜون ّ
ﻜل واﺤد ّ
ّ
واﻹﻴﻤﺎن ،اﻝﺘﻲ أطﻠﻘﻬﺎ اﻝرب ﻴﺴوع ﺒﺘﺠﺴدﻩ وﻤوﺘﻪ وﻗﻴﺎﻤﺘﻪ.

اﻝﻤدوي واﻝﻘﺎﺌل "ﺘﻌﺎل اﺘﺒﻌﻨﻲ" )ﻤﺘﻰ  ،(21 :19واﻗﺒﻠﻨﺎ إﻝﻰ اﻹﻴﻤﺎن ﺒﻪ ،ﻨواﺠﻪ اﻝﻴوم رﻓض ﺒﻌض
وﻨﺤن أﺘﺒﺎع ﻴﺴوع اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺢ وﻗد ﻝﺒﻴﻨﺎ ﻨداءﻩ
ّ
اﻝﻤﻜرﺴﻴن ﻓﻴﻬﺎ" ،وﻝﻜﻨﻨﺎ ﻨﻐﻠب ﺒﺎﻝذي أﺤﺒﻨﺎ" )رو ،(37 :8
اﻝﻤﺠﺘﻤﻌﺎت ﻝﻨﺎ ،واﻝذي ﻴظﻬر
ّ
ﺒﺎﻝﻌداﺌﻴﺔ ﺘﺠﺎﻫﻨﺎ ﻜﻤؤﻤﻨﻴن وﺘﺠﺎﻩ اﻝﻜﻨﻴﺴﺔ واﻝﻜﻬﻨﺔ و ّ
اﻝﻌداﺌﻴﺔ ورﻏم ذﻝك ﺤﻘق ﺜورة اﻝﺨﻼص واﻝﺤب واﻝﺴﻼم .وﻝم ﺘﻜن ﺤﺎﻝﺔ اﻝرﺴل واﻝﻜﻨﻴﺴﺔ
ﺠو ﻤن
ﻷﻨﻪ ﻫو ﻨﻔﺴﻪ وﻝد وﻋﺎش ﻓﻲ 
ّ
اﻝرﻓﻀﻴﺔ و ّ
ّ
اﻹوﻝﻰ أﻓﻀل ﻤن ذﻝك ،ﻓﻠﻘد ﻋﺎﻨﻰ اﻝرﺴل اﻹﻀطﻬﺎد واﻝﺘﻌذﻴب واﻝﺸﻬﺎدة وﻝﻜﻨﻬم ﻨﺠﺤوا ﻓﻲ اﻴﺼﺎل اﻝﺒﺸﺎرة إﻝﻰ اﻗﺎﺼﻲ اﻷرض وﺠﻌﻠوا ﻤن
اﻝﻜﻨﻴﺴﺔ واﺤﺔ رﺠﺎء وﻤﻌﻴن ﺨﻼص.
ﻓﻨﻠﺒﻲ ﻨداء ﻗداﺴﺔ اﻝﺒﺎﺒﺎ إﻝﻰ اﺘﺨﺎذ ﺒﻌض اﻝوﻗت ﻝﻠﺼﻼة واﻝﺘﺄ ّﻤل،
ﻓﻤﺎ أﺠﻤل أن ﻴﻜون زﻤن اﻝﻤﻴﻼد ﻫذﻩ اﻝﺴﻨﺔ ،زﻤن ﺘﺠدﻴد ﺜورة
اﻝﻤﺤﺒﺔ ﻫذﻩّ ،
ّ
اﻷول  2014ﻓﻲ روﻤﺎ ،ﺤول
وﻨﺸﺎرك ﺒﺎﻝﺘﺎﻝﻲ ﺒﺎﻹﺠﺎﺒﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻷﺴﺌﻠﺔ اﻝﺘﻲ طرﺤت ﻋﻠﻴﻨﺎ ﺘﺤﻀﻴ اًر ﻹﻨﻌﻘﺎد اﻝﺴﻴﻨودس اﻹﺴﺘﺜﻨﺎﺌﻲ ﻓﻲ ﺘﺸرﻴن ّ
اﻝﺘﺤدﻴﺎت اﻝرﻋﺎﺌﻴﺔ ﻝﻠﻌﺎﺌﻠﺔ ﻓﻲ إطﺎر ﻨﺸر اﻹﻨﺠﻴل".
ﻤوﻀوع ” ّ
اﻝﻤﺸردة واﻝﻤﻌ ّذﺒﺔ ،ﺨﺼوﺼﺎً ﻓﻲ
أن ﺘﺼﻠّﻲ ﻤﻊ ﺒﻌﻀﻬﺎ اﻝﺒﻌض ﻝﻌﺎﺌﻠﺔ اﻝﻨﺎﺼرة ،ﻤن أﺠل اﻝﻌﺎﺌﻼت
وﻓﻲ اﻝﺨﺘﺎم ،أدﻋو اﻝﻌﺎﺌﻼت ﻓﻲ
ّ
اﻷﺒرﺸﻴﺔ ّ
ّ
اﻝﻤﻘدﺴﺔ – اﻷﺴﻘﻔَﻴن اﻝﻤﺨطوﻓَﻴن ،واﻝﻜﻬﻨﺔ اﻝذﻴن ﻓُﻘدوا واﻝراﻫﺒﺎت اﻝذﻴن ُﺨطﻔوا وﺴﻴﻘوا إﻝﻰ
ﺘﻀرﻋﻨﺎ ﻝﻠﻌﺎﺌﻠﺔ
ّ
اﻝوطن اﻝﺴور ّ
ي .وﻨذﻜر أﻴﻀﺎً ﻓﻲ ّ
ٍ
ﺘﻌزي ﻗﻠوب
اﻝرب ﻴﺴوع أن ﻴﻌطﻲ اﻝﻤﺴؤوﻝﻴن
اﻝﺴﻴﺎﺴﻴﻴن ﻨﻌﻤﺔ اﻝﻌﻤل اﻝداﺌم ﻷﺠل اﻝﺴﻼم ،وﻤن اﻝﻌذراء ﻤرﻴم أن ّ
ّ
ﺠﻬﺔ ﻤﺠﻬوﻝﺔ – طﺎﻝﺒﻴن ﻤن ّ
اﻝﻤﺤزوﻨﻴن واﻝﺨﺎﺌﻔﻴن ،واﻝﻘدﻴس ﻴوﺴف أن ﻴﻌطﻲ ﻗوة اﻝﺼﺒر ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﺸداﺌد ،واﻝﺜﺒﺎت ﻓﻲ اﻹﻴﻤﺎن ﻷﺒﻨﺎء اﻝﻜﻨﻴﺴﺔ ،ﻓﻨﻨﺸد "اﻝﻤﺠد ﷲ ﻓﻲ اﻝﻌﻠﻰ
وﻋﻠﻰ اﻷرض اﻝﺴﻼم ﻷﺒﻨﺎء اﻝرﻀﻰ" )ﻝو .(14 :2
+اﻝﻤطران اﻨطوان-ﺸرﺒل طرﺒﻴﻪ

