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Objective

This presentation aims to offer a simple structure that 

is suitable for writing a research methods chapter for a 

dissertation or thesis for a:

● Honors or Masters Degree or a

● Doctoral Degree such as the EdD or PhD.



Background

Writing the methods chapter is the most difficult task 

for some dissertation scholars. This presentation aims 

to simplify this process by offering a simple eight point 

structure that is rigorous enough to be used at PhD 

level for most theses in the Arts & Sciences.



Background (continued)

There is no one style or structure that is expected of 

your research methods chapter. Some dissertations do 

not have a methods chapter. They discuss their 

methods in their Introduction Chapter or in Data 

analysis chapters.



Background (continued)

I argue that it is a very good idea to always have a 

separate research methods chapter in any thesis or 

dissertation. Please consult your supervisor/s and your 

colleagues. The requirements vary by context. 

A research methods chapter is an introductory chapter: 

it is placed at the start of your thesis / dissertation. 



A traditional set of  introductory chapters

1. Introduction to the thesis / dissertation

2. Literature review

3. Research methodology

4. Historical background

Thesis introduction chapters normally follow this order.



Different types of methods chapters

I argue that there are three main types of 

research methods chapters in the 

humanities, arts and social sciences.



Type 1 : theories of knowledge

Some research methods chapters mostly or exclusively 

discuss what I term a ‘theories of knowledge’ type 

presentation. Discussion centers on theorists who laid the 

foundations of ontology and epistemology. Examples of these 

philosophers include Hegel (dialectics), Heidegger 

(phenomenology), Derrida (deconstruction), Adorno (critical 

theory) and Marx (historical materialism). 



Type 2 : data collection and analysis

Some research methods chapters mostly or exclusively 

discuss technical issues that concern data collection and data 

analysis. They may engage with leading theorists such as 

Michael Crotty, John Creswell, Norman Denzin, Alan 

Bryman, Egon Guba and Yvonna Lincoln. They may discuss 

issues such as reflexivity, sampling, triangulation, validity, 

data saturation, Grounded Theory and ethical designs.



Type 3 : Hybrids

Some research methods chapters are a hybrid of type 1 and 

type 2. They discuss theories of knowledge and issues that 

concern data collection and data analysis.

This is a ‘safe’ design. It is difficult for an examiner to argue 

that you have overlooked theories of knowledge and data 

collection/analysis issues if you use this structure.



One size never fits all

101 researchers who are independently pursuing identical 

research (without realizing this) could design 101 different 

methods chapters that are equally valid. To some degree, the 

content and structure of your research methods chapter is 

dependent on your professional opinion about what will work 

best to pursue your stated research objective. It is not possible 

for me to advocate one structure that is guaranteed to succeed.



A ‘safe’ research methods chapter structure

1. Introduction to the chapter

2. Primary and secondary data sources

3. Data collection methods

4. Data analysis methods

5. Data controls

6. Research paradigms: ontology and epistemology

7. Literary conceptual frameworks for analysis

8. . Chapter conclusion



Primary and secondary data sources

Primary data sources are evidence that provide a direct 

link to your research question. They are superior data.

Secondary data sources have at least one degree of 

separation from your research question. They are inferior 

data.

Be sure to discuss: population size and sampling.



Data collection methods: examples



Data analysis methods: examples



Data controls: examples



Research paradigms

1.   Positivism: objectivism

Single reality, universal laws of science and nature.

2.  Post-positivism: mixed methods research

Example: bioethics.

3.  Qualitative research: subjectivism

Multiple realities, truth is context-specific.

Example: Postcolonial research, Postmodernism



Literary conceptual frameworks for analysis

Examples:

Law: Universal law, natural law, international law

Sociology: Nationalism, gender theory.

Anthropology: Natural selection, critical race theory.
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