
 
 

December 8, 2016 
 
Members of the United Nations Security Council  
c/o Permanent Mission of Spain to the United Nations, Chair of Security 
Council 
245 East 47th Street, 36th Floor 
New York, NY 10017 
Via mail 
 
Member States of the United Nations Security Council 
Via email 
 
 
Dear Member States of the United Nations Security Council, 
 
The purpose of this letter is to urge you to refer the cases of gross human 
rights violations and crimes against humanity documented by the United 
Nations Commission of Inquiry in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
(COI on North Korea) to the International Criminal Court (ICC), so that, under 
Article 13(b) of the Rome Statute, the Court may exercise jurisdiction and take 
steps towards the eventual prosecution of the Kim regime for these crimes.  
 
As you know, the COI on North Korea, in its 2014 Report of the commission of 
inquiry on human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, 
concluded that “the gravity, scale and nature of [North Korea’s gross human 
rights] violations reveal a State that does not have any parallel in the 
contemporary world.” 
 
The report found “systematic, widespread and gross human rights violations” 
that “entailed crimes against humanity based on State policies.” The 
responsibility for these crimes reaches many organs of the North Korean 
government, and traces its way to the Supreme Leader Kim Jong-un. 
 
The Commission of Inquiry cited grave crimes committed by Kim Jong-un’s 
regime, including but not limited to extermination, murder, enslavement, 
torture, imprisonment, rape, forced abortions, sexual violence, persecution on 
political, religious, racial and gender grounds; forcible transfer of populations; 
enforced disappearance of persons; and the inhumane act of knowingly 
causing prolonged starvation. 

 
The Commission of Inquiry concluded these crimes against humanity are a 
result of the country’s fundamental “policies, institutions and patterns of 
impunity.” 

 



Indeed, it is estimated that, today, as many as 100,000 North Koreans are imprisoned in 
concentration camps or gulags. Hundreds of thousands more are deprived of food and 
other basic needs, and continue to suffer in abhorrent conditions. 
 
In light of this grave situation, we believe it is no longer bearable for the Security Council to 
remain silent regarding the crimes against humanity of North Korea’s regime. As you are 
aware, in a 2014 resolution of the Human Rights Council and the General Assembly Third 
Committee, it was recommended that the Security Council consider referring “the situation 
in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea to the International Criminal Court.” 
Additionally, last month, the Third Committee unanimously passed a North Korean human 
rights resolution calling for referring the Kim regime to the ICC. 
 
We respectfully call upon you, the members of the United Nations Security Council, to heed 
the call of the international community, exercise the right given to you under the Rome 
Statute, and, on behalf of the people of North Korea, refer Kim Jong-un to the International 
Criminal Court, so that he can be held accountable for the crimes against humanity and the 
suffering of millions of people under his family’s dynastic rule. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

    
 
 
Thor Halvorssen      
President & CEO 


