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Editorial
Welcome to our 20th edition of KVE News.
The 2015 Corowa Swim-In is fast approaching and the organising team are hard at work to make it
another great event. Sadly the Corowa RSL plans for a Gallipoli display are not to happen this year due to
unforeseen circumstances as will be explained in the Secretary’s report.
The General Motors theme looks like being a popular one and varied, so will be interesting to see the
line up on Saturday at the Showground. ……. not forgetting the Emergency Vehicles of course. Don’t
forget all types of military vehicles are welcomed despite the themes.
Time is moving on fast so pre-register for the Swim-In now to ensure you get a participants pack and all
that goes with it.
There is a strong WW1 theme for many other events this year (and for the next few years I suspect) and
a few are featured in this issue which some of you may like to take some part in, for instance the
Kangaroo March which will be taking place between Wagga and Campbelltown stopping over at small
towns on the way, so if you think that you and your military vehicle can assist and take some part in it,
for a day or so, please offer your help.

Richard Farrant - Editor
LATE NEWS :
Two well known traders are opening their sheds up during the early part of Corowa week:

Bill Toole will open his shed for small groups, by appointment by calling 0419 355 445

NRMA
This arrangement will be available most days during Swim-In
week, Bill will be at the Swap
Meet on Saturday with a rangeVeteran,
of ammo boxes,
army&boots,
binoculars,
webbing
belts,
Vintage
Classic
Vehicle
Insurance
backpacks, etc.
1800 646 605

Tim Vibert has offered to openThe
his shed
at Winton
and happythe
to see
visitors
Mon to
NRMA
kindly sponsored
event
presentation
Thurs if contacted first on 0407 480
354 Tim
full for
range
of optics
forour
Centurion,
Ferret
plaques
oncehas
again,
which
we give
gratitude
.
and Saracen. Plenty of general disposal gear, tarpaulins, Patt. 37 webbing, tools, jerricans,
Please
support our
Sponsors.
Ferret bevel boxes and transmissions, flying
suits, uniforms,
etc. etc….
http://corowaswim-in.org
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I hope everyone has had a Merry Christmas and safe New Year and that Santa has left you
something nice under the tree.
Where has the year gone we are now only 8 weeks away from Corowa 2015. Someone
once told me it takes forever to grow up but growing old is fast. This is as true as the years
just fly by!!!!!!!!!
With Year of the Emergency and General Motors the sound of Sirens will ring out.
2015 what a year this will be with all of the 100th Anniversaries planned. Well I hope you
are well on the way in preparing for Corowa and that also includes registering early. By
registering early you not only help us in preparing the event and requirements but you also
receive the goodies bag which is only offered to those who pre-register so get those forms
in ASAP.
The Showgrounds have been booked for Swap Meet Stallholders only from Thursday. A
number of other Caravan parks have come on board (Bindaree and River Gum) and
offered generous discounts for camping if you mention to them you are here for the SwimIn (Military Event) please support these local businesses to help us keep them on board.
As we grow we need these local supports to accommodate and keep the event affordable.
The parade we organised last year is planned again for 2015, we are in the final stages with
the RMS to finalise the plan. This year we will travel down Sanger Street. Please refer to
the map for full directions.
The KVE AGM will also be held on Sunday 15th March 2015 @ 10:00. This has been done
to allow the committee to have a full year in preparing the following year’s event. Every
position will be vacated and if you would like to stand for a committee position please
lodge a nomination form. This means that all membership fees are due before the
AGM. We are always looking for new members as the old motto goes “MANY HANDS
MAKE LIGHT WORK”
Many trips have been planned this year to help with the Local RSL’s to celebrate the 100th.
So please look to support as many as you can!
Seeing You in Corowa

Scott Rough - President.

The market place for anything related to military vehicles
Updated daily - Viewed Worldwide
http://corowaswim-in.org
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Secretary & Public Relations Report – January 2015
Not long now until our 36th Annual Swim-In and Military Vehicle Gathering. Things are proceeding well.
Our orders are in for mementoes including Caps, plaques, stickers and we will be also presenting a
Special Edition Newsletter for Pre-registered entries. To receive the mementoes you must pre-register
by 28th February 2015.
Many thanks to those who have congratulated Troy and I on our engagement. Our wedding will be next
year on Monday 14th March 2016 (the first official day of the event) not this year as some people have
thought.

LATEST NEWS:
Trench display and Re-enactment: This was originally proposed by the Corowa RSL Sub-Branch and
due to illness of one of the members who was the key person putting this together this event will not be
occurring in 2015. We have suggested that they may want to do this in 2016 but it is up to the Corowa
RSL Sub-Branch to decide what they want to do.
Weapons: Replica or deactivated weapons of any type will not be allowed at Corowa unless the correct
NSW Firearm Permits have been obtained and presented to KVE upon arrival at Corowa. You MUST
provide KVE with a photocopy of this for our records.
We need to remind enthusiasts that each year we have a theme but you are always welcome to attend
with any ex-military vehicle you own or come along in your modern vehicle to be a part of the gathering.
Send in your entry forms now to receive the Pre-registered participants pack.
Vehicle Participant Certificates: Lisa Doughty has set up a vehicle certificate. For people who now
know what vehicle they are bringing please send an email to Jan at kveinc@optusnet.com.au and let us
know what vehicle you are bringing so Lisa can organise a certificate for you. We require the following
details of your vehicle:
Year - Make - Model - Type
Helping while at the event:
If you are able to spare a little time while at Corowa to help KVE we would be very grateful of this.
There are many people who have helped in many ways and their assistance is always appreciated.
We don’t expect you to be a member of KVE so please come along an offer some assistance
Help is required for the following duties at Corowa:
Site office both during the week and people are desperately needed on Saturday while at the
Showgrounds.
Marshals for the drive from Bangerang Park to the Corowa Showgrounds
People to hand out the daily newsletters.
Setting up the site office on Sunday 8th March
Cleaning up the site office on Sunday 15th March
New KVE Site Office
We are planning on having our converted Canadian Radar Van trailer at Corowa this year as our Site
Office. It will be unfitted inside at present as the stowage for all the display boards, etc. has to be worked
out, but it will be the focal point of KVE at Ball Park at future events.
Site office times:
Robert Pearce is organising the Site Office roster for 2015. We are looking for people who may be
interested in helping out. You don’t have to be a member of KVE to help with this or any other tasks we
may need help with. It is a good opportunity to meet some of the participants from far and wide. KVE
would like to give thanks to those people who assisted last year. At this stage the office will be open at
the following times:
http://corowaswim-in.org
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Monday 9th March: 9-11am and 3-6pm (Ball Park Caravan Park)
Tuesday 10th March: 9-11am and 3-6pm (Ball Park Caravan Park)
Wed 11th March: 8.30-11am and 3-6pm (Ball Park Caravan Park)
Thurs 12th March: 8.30-11am and 3-6pm (Ball Park Caravan Park)
Fri 13th March: 8.30am-11am, 11am-1pm, 1pm-3pm 3pm-6pm (Ball Park Caravan Park)
Sat 14th March: from 7.30-8.45am (Bangerang Park): People who have arrived overnight or
just for the parade should go straight to Bangerang Park. You will be able to get your pack
if you have pre-registered or receive your vehicle number. The Site office at the Corowa
Showgrounds will be open from 8.30 to 12.30pm. Voting forms can be submitted up until
12 Midday at the Showgrounds Site Office.
To put your name down for a time contact Robert on Email: hrpearce123@bigpond.com or
phone: 02 69465101.
At the Site Office you are welcome to have a look at various boards and put advertisements up on the
following boards:
a) For Sale and Wanted advertisements: there will be a board for you to put advertisements on.
b) Coming Events: If you want to advertise any future events you will be participating in then feel free
to put a notice on the Coming Events board.
c) Your contact details: if you are looking to meet other participants.
Articles on past Corowa Events: please give to Jan if you have any of these. There are a number of
notice boards which have copies of articles from past Corowa events. Take a look when you have spare
time as you might appear in one of more of these articles.
A whiteboard at the front of the Site Office will advise of ‘Today’s and Tomorrow’s Activities’. Please
check this daily in case of time changes.
Coffee & Tea: you are welcome to make yourselves a free coffee or tea.
Entry Forms:
Please send your entry form in ASAP. Those who have pre-registered by 28th February will receive free
mementoes and an official participant pack.
Participant packs:
Pre-registered participants will receive their Pack when they register in at the Site Office. There will be
vouchers in it for local shops and businesses so make sure you collect your pack upon arrival in Corowa
to make the most of these vouchers and to read the information provided.
We received a grant from the Corowa Shire and have been able to put this towards some mementoes.
Get your entry form in ASAP so you don’t miss out.
Items include:
 Event details
 Complimentary mementoes including Special Edition book, a badge, cap and bumper sticker.
 Voting form which gives you an opportunity to make suggestions on award winners and places to visit
in 2016. Put completed forms in the Jerry Can at the Site Office.

2016 Entry Form

Vouchers for local businesses

http://corowaswim-in.org
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Vehicle Numbers:
Upon arrival at Corowa you need to go down to Ball Park Caravan Park and register your vehicle. (Take
note of the Site Office opening times.) Vehicle numbers will only be given to people with an ex-military
vehicle and due to the large numbers of vehicles we are expecting this makes it easier for us to provide a
tally of the types and numbers of vehicles at our event. The number must be placed either on the front
window or bumper bar of your vehicle. This makes it easier for the organisers to determine if your
vehicle has been entered. Emergency and General Motors vehicles will have an extra card to display so
that Marshalls will be able to spot and position them in the parade and line-up.
Classic Restos:
Mark ‘Fletch’ Fletcher will be with us for the third time. On Thursday he will be filming and interviewing
people with their vehicles. Over the past 2 years with coverage on Classic Restos we have received an
increased number of inquiries. We have copies of the shows available on DVD. Come along to the Site
Office and ask for a copy. $15 each.

Keith Webb’s DVD’s:
Since 2002 Keith Webb has done DVD’s on our event. Copies of these will be available at the Site Office.
The latest DVD will be covering 2014-Year of the WW1 and Year of the Ford. It will be available for $35
each. Past Corowa DVD’s will be for sale for $30 each. Keith has also done some other interesting events
so take a look at what is for sale. Keith has been talking about using other people’s video footage so if you
take any video footage please talk to Keith as he would like to incorporate this in his DVD’s.
Keith sometimes has difficulty getting to Corowa before Thursday so for those who attend for the whole
week your coverage might help make with his video.
Voting Forms
Our Suggestion Box is a painted Jerry can and this will be at the Site Office at Ball Park during the week
and at the Site Office at Corowa Showground on the Saturday. This is what you will receive in your
participant pack.
VOTING FORM FOR 2015
Please put this form in the Suggestion Box by 12 Midday on Saturday 14th March. At 1200hrs this box will
be cleared and any forms received after this will not be included. We need time to count and organize the
results for the presentations on Saturday night. Please give the person’s name and the reason for them to
be considered for an Award.
1. Mal Mackay Memorial Award: This award will be given to an individual who appears to get the most
enjoyment out of being at Corowa.
Name:

Reason why:

2. Hard Luck award:
Name:

Reason why:

3. Breakdown Award:
Name:

Reason why:

4. Longest distance driven in a military vehicle:
Name:
5.

Vehicle:

Number of Kilometres driven:

Encouragement Award:

Name:

Reason why:

http://corowaswim-in.org
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Vehicle - People’s Choice For your favourite vehicle attending this year.

Vehicle rally number:

Type of Vehicle:

7. Emergency vehicle - People’s Choice: For your favourite Emergency Vehicle attending this year.
Vehicle rally number:

Type of vehicle:

8. GM vehicle - People’s Choice: For your favourite General Motors group vehicle attending this year.
Vehicle rally number:

Type of General Motors group vehicle:

Suggestions for places to visit in 2016:
Accommodation at Ball Park Caravan Park:
For those requiring a powered site at Ball Park Caravan Park it is advisable to contact them ASAP. Some
years they have run out of powered sites.
Contact Sonia & Andrew Palmer on (02) 60331426
Swap Meet Site holders at the Corowa Showgrounds:
This year the Swap Meet is being managed on behalf of KVE, by the Corowa Pastoral, Agricultural &
Horticultural Society Inc. (Corowa PA&H Soc.). Anyone wishing to book a swap meet site should contact
Jan McKenna from the Society, on 0427 331 148 or email janandfrankmckenna@bigpond.com The
application form is at the back of this newsletter with full details of rates per day, either Outdoor or
Undercover.
There will be some stallholders open for business at the Showground on Thursday and Friday.
The official day of the Swap Meet at the Showground will be on Saturday. There will be covered and
outside pitches available and it is requested that those who wish to book a pitch, do so in advance, to
ensure they get their choice of Undercover or Outdoor.
Camping for stallholders only is available at the Showground from Thursday to Saturday inclusive $10 per
person/per night. Stalls can be open from Thursday to Saturday and charged per day as below.
Stall rates
$10 for Outdoor site 6 x 6 metres (approx.)
$20 for Undercover site 6 x 6 metres (approx.)
Double the rate for 6 x 12 metres (approx.), etc.
Rules which the Showground Trust have requested we abide by:
Dogs will be allowed and must be on a leash at all times.
Only Swap Meet stallholders to camp on site.
Stallholders to remove their own rubbish from site, failure to do so will mean no stall there at future
events.
Stallholders who are camping will be able to use the (cold) showers and toilets which are owned by the
Show Society. The Racecourse toilet block will be opened either Friday night or Saturday morning.
The Swap Meet will be managed on behalf of KVE, Jan McKenna from the Show Society will be organising
the sites and collecting all camping and stall fees. Her contact details are as follows:
janandfrankmckenna@bigpond.com or phone (02) 6033 1148 - Mobile 0427 331 148
Memorial Board for enthusiasts who are no longer with us:
Each year we lose some well-known military vehicle collectors. KVE has a Memorial Board and would
appreciate an A4 size article including a photo of any person who has attended Corowa so we can
remember these people. We encourage you to provide us with the information.

http://corowaswim-in.org

KVE News

Edition 20.

Secretary / Public Relations Report - cont’d

Jan. 2015

Page 9

Daily Newspaper:
Our KVE member Harvey Black will be producing a daily newspaper from Tuesday to Saturday. It will be
called Daily Dispatches. Make sure you collect your copy each afternoon from the KVE Site Office at Ball
Park. The current plan is for this to be printed during the afternoon and available at 5pm. You can collect
your copy from the site office. This will contain some very important details regarding the activities the
following day.

Program of Activities:
Monday 9th and Tuesday 10th March: no activities planned.
Wednesday 11th March: Visit to Albury for Centenary of WW1 parade and display
Thursday 12th March: Visit to Mulwala and Yarrawonga for WW1 parade and display. Lunch will be
provided for those who preregister attending this trip. There is a school visit as part of this trip.
Friday 13th March:
10:30am: Visit to Rutherglen Gold Battery (Vehicles to line-up outside the Ball Park Office)

Friday evening from 5.00pm at the Corowa Football Club
Come along from 5:00pm for a meal and enjoy a drink or two prior to our Guest speaker
and Parade briefing.
7:00pm for 7:30pm start: Driver’s Briefing for Parade & Mike Cecil will be the 2015 Guest

Speaker. Please support the Footy Club who will be providing a 2 course meal and drinks. No BYO
Saturday 14th March: Vehicles will line up at Bangerang Park from 7.30am and participate in the drive
to the Corowa Showground and Racecourse where there will be a photo shoot and swap meet.
9.00am: Parade departs Bangerang Park goes up Reisling Street (the back street which is parallel to the
main street, down Sanger St back up Reisling St out Federation Drive to the Corowa Showgrounds.
9.45am: Swap Meet Commences at Corowa Showgrounds
12.00MD: ensure your voting forms are submitted at the KVE Site Office at Corowa Airport.
12.00pm – Group photos of people associated with various forums such as the MVCA, MLU and
REMLR.
1.00pm – Vehicle activities

Presentations: 8pm Sharp: Saturday evening at Ball Park Caravan Park Come and support
the Presentations on Saturday evening. If anyone is organizing trip over the next year or two you are

welcome to give a talk.
Sunday 15th March: KVE will have a General Meeting and an AGM, 10am, at Corowa Civic Centre
Bangerang Park, Corowa. Members and visitors are invited
Sunday evening – from 6pm there will be a meal at the RSL Club.

Keith Webb’s DVD: 2014 Year of the WW1 and Year of the Ford
This will be available at the 2015 event. It will cost $35

Reminders for the Parade on Saturday 14th March
It is very important that participants stick their vehicle number onto either their front bumper bar or
windscreen so it is visible for parade marshals as soon as you receive it. If you arrive overnight on Friday
or first thing on Saturday morning be prepared to stop at the entrance to Bangerang Park and sign in.
You will be met by people in fluorescent jackets and we will try and quickly register people in. Once
again John Oldenmenger will be organising the line-up of vehicles in the parade. There will be a Driver’s
briefing at the on Friday night at the Corowa Football Club. John would like a few people to assist with
marshalling the vehicles both at Bangerang Park and Corowa Showground.

http://corowaswim-in.org
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Themes for 2016 2017, 2018 and 2019:
In 2016 the themes will be Year of the Tank and Year of the Chrysler (2)
In 2017 the theme will be Year of the International
In 2018 the theme will be Year of the Land Rover
In 2019 we celebrate 40 years of the Swim-In at Corowa so the theme will be Year of the Amphibian
For further information on the event in the future please feel free to give me a call on 0423 943 010 or
send an email to kveinc@optusnet.com.au To ensure you are kept up to date with details send me an
email to get on the database.

Contributions to our KVE Newsletter
We are after articles for our next newsletter so if you are a member or a participant and have anything
you would like to contribute please forward to kveinc@optusnet.com.au This newsletter to goes out
to members of KVE along with past, present and future participants of the Annual GPA Swim-In and
Military Vehicle Gathering at Corowa, NSW, Australia. Let’s spread the word about this great event.

Joining KVE Inc
To be a part of the organising of the Swim-In in the future you are welcome to join KVE Inc. You can
download a Membership Application Form off the website or ask me for a copy. We will be having a
General Meeting and an Annual General Meeting at Corowa on Sunday 15th March so you are welcome
to attend. This will be held at 10am at the Corowa Civic Centre, Bangerang Park, Corowa. By joining
KVE you will be given more of a chance to make suggestions for how the event is run in the future.
With only a few weeks until the event I hope the restoration of your vehicles is going well. If you don’t
quite make it there this year we look forward to seeing you there next year.
Until next time,
Jan Thompson - Secretary

Guest Speaker
At the Driver’s Briefing on Friday night at
Corowa, the Guest Speaker is the renowned
historian and author,

Mike Cecil

Mike Cecil has been interested in military equipment
and history for most of his 59 years, and has been
seriously researching the subject for more than 40
years. He has owned and restored several vehicles,
but his passion is research and publication. With
several books, hundreds of articles, and ten years
curating the National Collection at the Australian War
Memorial, we are certain his talk will be both varied
and interesting!
http://corowaswim-in.org

Mike is pictured here in Iraq, at an
observation point above the Australian
Compound in the International Zone,
Baghdad, in 2008.
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After discussions with Corowa Shire Council, a change has been made to the route of the Parade on
Saturday morning. There will be road closures in force. This map is displayed here so that everyone is
aware of the new route which has the parade coming down Sanger Street (opposite to in the past). There
may be some of you who arrive late on Friday, or Saturday morning and therefore will not have had the
information. Whatever you do, follow the instruction of the Marshals in the orange hi-viz jackets.
You will see we will be going up Riesling St. twice, on the second time we head off for the Showground
along Federation Avenue and Spring Drive. When you see the left turn sign to Showground/Racecourse
DO NOT turn off there, proceed to the next left turn which is Enfield Street and this will be the route
in to the back gate of the Showground. The convoy may be broken up in traffic and you could end up
with no vehicle to follow so please adhere to instructions given by Marshals at the Assembly Area in
Bangerang Park and your route map.

See map on following page for further instructions >

http://corowaswim-in.org
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Drivers of vehicles in the parade should attend the Driver’s Briefing at
Corowa Football Club on Friday night. See the Secretary’s report on Page 9
for more information and timing. Anyone who would like to volunteer as a
marshal on Saturday’s parade, should also be at the meeting so that John
Oldenmenger can give you a briefing and you are aware of the new route
layout.
This map shows the route, in broken line and arrows from roundabout at top of Sanger
Street after Parade to Enfield Street turn off on Spring Drive. Marshalls will control you on
to the allocated display area in the Showground. Please be patient.

Enter Showground via
ENFIELD STREET
(as arrowed)
DO NOT use any other side roads

Red crosses mark roads NOT to
be used for Parade vehicles to
access Showground

Corowa Showground
Venue for Swap Meet
and Vehicle Display on
Sat. 14th March

http://corowaswim-in.org
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Boorowa Show
For those travelling south towards Corowa, the Boorowa Show is on Saturday 7th March 2015, not
too far from Yass, it would make a good day out. The organisers are looking for military vehicles to be
part of their ANZAC theme. Arrival time is 8.30/9.00am and the Grand Parade at approx. 2.15pm and
finishes 3.30/4.00pm. Entrants will get a complimentary ticket for the show
Email the Show Secretary, Di Hopkirk for more details: diannehopkirk@activ8.net.au

If you are taking your time on the return journey north from Corowa, another show with
an ANZAC theme is the Camden Show with their Military Tattoo on Friday 20th
March, details here:

INVITATION
from Camden Show Committee

To commemorate the Centenary of the ANZACS
The Camden Show Society will be holding the 129th Annual Agricultural Show on Friday
20th and Saturday 21st March 2015. In conjunction with Camden RSL Sub-Branch, the Show
Society is holding a Military Tattoo to commemorate the Centenary of the ANZACS. This
will be held in the Main Arena at the Showground on the Friday evening of the Show.
Invitations have been sent to the
Governor General and the Chief of the
Defence Force to attend. The Mounted
Police and Police Musical Band have
confirmed they are attending.
The 2014 Military Tattoo was a dress
rehearsal for 2015 and was a great
success. We anticipate that the 2015
event will be much bigger. We are hoping
for all those who attended in 2014 to
return for 2015 along with many more
and that there will be at least 300-400
paraders and 100 vehicles of all
descriptions.
We are very excited about our 129th
Show and look forward to your favourable
response to our invitation and to
receiving your entry forms.
Yours faithfully,
Lyndy Cornwell

office@camdenshow.com
(02) 4655 8338
www.camdenshow.com
Camping available on Sat. night
Grand Parade - Saturday - 4.00pm

For further information check out our website:

www.camdenshow.com
http://corowaswim-in.org
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36th Annual Corowa Swim-In
& Military Vehicle Gathering
***

SWAP MEET

The Swap Meet at the Showground will have covered and outside pitches
available and it is requested that those who wish to book a pitch, do so in
advance, to ensure they get their choice of Undercover or Outdoor.
Stallholders only, will be able to camp at the showground from Thursday to
Sunday, charges will be $10 per person / per night. Stalls can be open from
Thursday to Saturday and charged per day as below.
Stall rates
$10 for Outdoor site 6 x 6 metres (approx.)
$20 for Undercover site 6 x 6 metres (approx.)
Double the rate for 6 x 12 metres (approx.), etc.





Rules which the Showground Trust have requested we abide by:
Dogs will be allowed and must be on a leash at all times.
Only Swap Meet stallholders to camp on site.
Stallholders to remove their own rubbish from site, failure to do so will
mean no stall there in at future events.

Stallholders who are camping will be able to use the cold showers and toilets
which are owned by the Show Society. The Racecourse toilet block will be
opened either Friday night or Saturday morning.
The Swap Meet will be managed on behalf of KVE. Jan McKenna from the
Show Society will be organising the sites and collecting all camping and stall
fees. Her contact details are as follows:
janandfrankmckenna@bigpond.com
or phone (02) 6033 1148 - Mobile 0427 331 148
The Booking form is on page 33,
advance enquiries to Jan McKenna as above.

http://corowaswim-in.org

KVE News

Edition 20.

Jan. 2015

Page 15

Accommodation Options in Corowa area
This list is of accommodation in Corowa and surrounding area, for those wishing to come to the event
next March. For further information, please contact the Corowa Visitor Information Centre on Freecall;
1800 814 054. They are there to help you and are willing to search and book for you….. or you can go
online and do it at www.visitcorowashire.com.au

Hotels :
The Royal Hotel, 95 Sanger St., Corowa. 02 6033 3760 royalhotelcorowa@westnet.com.au
Hotel Australia, Sanger St., Corowa, NSW 2646 02 6033 1052

http://corowaswim-in.org
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KVE has been invited to assist with getting military vehicles to come to the
2015 Warbirds Downunder airshow at Temora on 21st Nov. 2015. See below:

Anyone who is interested in attending
with a military vehicle should contact
Jan Thompson (KVE Secretary) on
0423 943010 / kveinc@optusnet.com.au
in order to book as a group.
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An invitation to owners of military vehicles used by ANZAC forces from WW1 to present era:

A Celebration of ANZAC
Display & Family Day
A Tribute to The Centenary Anniversary of ANZAC
Saturday 18 April 2015 - 9.30 AM thru 4.00 PM
Bella Vista Farm Park, Historic Homestead, Elizabeth Macarthur Drive,
Bella Vista, Baulkham Hills.
Castle Hill RSL is staging a Celebration of ANZAC, a day long family event open free to the public
at the historic Bella Vista Farm. Events include music recitals by various bands including Royal NSW
Lancers, Castle Hill RSL Pipe Band, Castle Hill Youth Orchestra & various singing / choir groups. Also
included are various historic military units including a WW1 Gun, strolling 18th Battalion (WW1) diggers
and a Light Horse unit.
The official opening will be by the Governor of NSW. Entertainment on stage and around the grounds
will be ongoing throughout the day, food & beverage will be available throughout from various stalls.
WE are invited to stage a display of our military vehicles (clubs & individuals alike) that were of a type
typical to ANZAC forces in all theatres of operation from WW1 through to current era. Especially
welcome are any WW1 vehicles.... so here is a great opportunity to participate in what will be a very big
event. So please bring your MVs, a dedicated display space on the grass in the grounds of the historic
Bella Vista house & farm, will be made available .
Please join us on this fun family but very special event as a tribute to the ANZAC Legend.
For further information and to register your interest (for planning purposes) please contact
Tony Playle (member KVE, AMVCS, Jeeps NSW) who is the liaison point to manage MV participation.
tonypl@iprimus.com.au

0400 745 376

For details on the historic Bella Vista Farm, house & grounds... www.bellavistafarm.com.au

FOR SALE :

Ford GPA amphibious jeep

Same owner for 50 years. Older restoration. Regularly maintained & very
reliable. Has just completed two weeks travelling the Murray River.
Situated in Sunshine Coast, Queensland.
$95,000.
Email: John Summers summjn@bigpond.com
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Map Checking by Jimmy

The Army’s GMC Suburban Ground Elevation Meter
By Mike Cecil
Colbert, WA.
Mike Cecil looks at a unique 4x4, 4-wheel steer GMC Suburban
operated by the Royal Australian Army Survey Corps during the
1960s.
Anonymous once said ‘never trust a Private with a loaded rifle or an Officer with a map…’. Obviously a
quote from the pre-GPS age, although take out the batteries, and that thin piece of paper with the
wiggly lines would be all that is left to show the way. Soldiers (and civilians) tend to take the
topographical map for granted, never stopping to contemplate the processes that were involved in
getting all that information onto a single piece of paper.
Behind the topographical map lay a complex web of individuals and their ability to integrate the various
methods of data collection into a useable, easily interpretable map. Map making was a long and tedious
task, so any method that could speed up the process was welcomed.
In the late 1950s, the Sperry-Sun organisation located in Sugarland, Texas (now part of Halliburton),
developed a vehicle-borne system for the continuous measurement of elevation. The system was known
as the Ground Elevation Meter (GEM), and it was mounted in a modified GMC Suburban 4x4 Carryall.
The GEM was used by both military and other government organisations in the USA, Canada and
Australia. Central to its operation were two measuring devices: an electronic pendulum that
continuously measured the slope and a special fifth wheel to measure distance.
The pendulum was mounted underneath the
vehicle on a long shaft that was connected to the
front and rear axles. As the vehicle moved up or
down a hill, the pendulum would swing backwards
or forwards to maintain a level position. In so
doing, the pendulum’s current draw varied
proportional to its angle of inclination. By
combining the distance travelled with the angle,
the computer was able to continuously calculate
the elevation changes.
The distance measuring device was as fifth wheel Corporal John Hook standing next to the Royal
mounted on a swing arm underneath the driver’s Australian Army Survey Corp’s unique GMC
side. The wheel’s known circumference multiplied Suburban Ground Elevation Meter during July
by the number of rotations provided the check 1969. The four wheel steer, central tyre inflation
measure of the distance travelled, while a small system, and fifth wheel measuring device are all
disk located in a housing provided the primary clearly visible. The Australian Army operated only
means of distance measurement. This disk had one of these specially modified GMC’s.
740 slots milled through the face. As the disk
rotated, a continuous stream of data was sent to the on-board computer which then converted it into
the distance travelled.
http://corowaswim-in.org

KVE News

Edition 20.

Mike Cecil’s GM article for 2015 theme - cont’d

Jan. 2015

Page 20

By combining both the distance and pendulum data, the GEM provided visual data to the operator and a
permanent record on printed paper tape. By starting and stopping each traverse at a previously surveyed
point it was then possible to record the changes in elevation along the route between the two points.
The modifications to the GMC Suburban Carryall included mountings for the GEM equipment. The swing
arm allowed the fifth wheel to move up and down independently of the front and rear wheels in order to
maintain constant contact with the road surface. The entire arm and wheel could also be raised into a
special protective housing built into the floor when not in use.
The vehicle was fitted with two independent 12
volt electrical systems: one for the vehicle and the
other for the GEM. Hence there were two
alternators run by the engine and two batteries
mounted under the hood. A third electrical
system, operating at the local mains power voltage
was connected to the heater for the pendulum.
The pendulum was suspended in silicon that
needed to be kept warm, so the heater was
plugged in to the mains power supply after each
day’s operation.
There was also an air compressor run by the
vehicle engine. This was connected to a form of
central tyre inflation system connected to only the
wheels on the driver’s side and to the fifth wheel.
The system automatically monitored and
maintained a pre-set pressure in these three tyres,
as any change in the relative pressures between
them would induce an error in the pendulum
angle, and hence the elevation readout.

The Army’s Suburban was painted gloss olive drab
with a white roof and bumpers, and was equipped
with normal Army unit signage. The large caution
sign on the rear panel was bright yellow with black
writing. This view graphically demonstrates the fourwheel steering.

An air-conditioner was mounted on the roof, along with a pair of rotating flashing amber caution lights.
Apart from the odd-looking fifth wheel, the most striking modification was four wheel steering. This was
necessary to ensure that the fifth wheel tracked precisely with the front and rear wheels and did not drag
sideways when cornering. Four wheel steering made the vehicle considerably more manoeuvrable, with
the ability to achieve a full 360 degree turn in a 33 foot radius.
Although not as accurate as conventional optical elevation surveys, the system was considerably faster
and could be operated in a far wider range of weather conditions than optical instruments. Road
conditions were critical to accuracy, with smooth highways providing the greatest level attainable, and
rough gravel roads the least. Operation was not feasible on muddy or icy roads. The starting and finishing
points of each traverse were always known points of elevation, and as these were often a little way off
the roadway, a surveyor’s level could be mounted on the driver’s door so that the relative elevation of
the vehicle compared to that of the known point could be established. Traverses were always carried out
in both directions between the known points and an average taken of the measurements.
As far as can be ascertained, both the US Army and the USAF were the first users of the system,
followed by the US Geological Survey from 1961. The GEM was first demonstrated to senior Australian
government representatives in the USA in 1963. They saw the potential, and orders were placed for two
units: one for the Department of National Development’s Division of National Mapping and the other for
the Royal Australian Army Survey Corps.
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Each unit cost around $80,000 which included the
cost of modification to right hand drive for
operation on Australian roads, and with the
pendulum heater wired for 240 volts AC. In all
other respects, the GEM was the same as those
already in operation in North America.
The Australian Army vehicle was finished in gloss
olive drab with a white roof. It was registered as a
‘Truck, Carryall, 2 ½ ton, General Service’ – the
weight in this case being a near-equivalent to the
The Division of National Mapping, a government manufacturer’s gross vehicle mass of 6,000 pounds
department responsible for civilian topographic (2.67 tons), rather than the military’s maximum
mapping, also operated a GMC Suburban Ground load rating. It was assigned the Army registration
Elevation Meter, seen here on the right, with its number 109249. The carryall was a Model 1000
International support van on the left. (Image courtesy with a 115 inch wheel base, the 463rd built at
Lang Kidby)
GMC’s Pontiac, Michigan plant in 1964. It was
powered by GMC’s 304.7 cubic inch (5 litre) V-6
engine. The conversion to a dedicated GEM vehicle was presumably carried out by Sperry-Sun in
Sugarland, Texas.
There was a crew of two – the driver always looking out for traffic and slowing to avoid anything that
could upset the readings. The operator kept a check on the output readings and the operation of the
GEM generally.

The USGS operated the same system in the
USA, having inherited the vehicles from the
USAF. The major difference between those
operated in North America and Australia was
the mirror-image conversion to right hand
drive, with the GEM fifth wheel also re-located
to the right side.

The driving position, with Keith Hawker of the
Division of National Mapping at the wheel.
Operating the GEM was normally required a crew
of two – an instrument checker and a driver, who
also kept a watch on the electronic read-outs.

Both the Natmap and Survey Corps vehicles were used extensively for several years throughout Eastern
Australia. In 1965, the Army’s vehicle was used across parts of southern Queensland around
Toowoomba, Texas and Goondiwindi, before being sent to Bonegilla, Victoria for use in a survey school
course. It was then placed into storage. In 1969, Corporal John ‘Hooky’ Hook’s introduction to the GEM
was abrupt: his commanding officer simply said ‘here is the GEM and the manual. Nobody knows anything
about it. Go and learn.’ ‘Hooky’ did, subsequently driving the vehicle on survey trips across a vast tract of
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Eastern Australia over the next three years. He remembers that the ageing circuitry gave them constant
problems, but little assistance was available from Army Workshops: ‘the personnel at the workshops had
never seen this machine and were really guessing when I took it in and said we have a problem’. ‘Hooky’ devised
a method to minimise the problems. ‘As a result, I would do a traverse around the town every morning to see if
there was a mis-closure [of the elevation measurements] and adjust the pendulum accordingly’
As far as is known, there is only one surviving GEM and GMC Carryall unit. It is the Royal Australian
Survey Corp’s example, which is preserved as part of the collection of the Australian Army Museum of
Military Engineering.
All images are author or author’s collection unless otherwise attributed.
Copyright Michael K Cecil 2014

__________________________________________________________

36th Annual Corowa Swim-In & Military Vehicle Gathering
9th -15th March 2015
With the 2015 event fast approaching, we hope to see a large
amount of theme vehicles turn up, so just a reminder, here are the
details again ………. and don’t forget all military vehicles are
welcome, not just theme ones :
Year of the Emergency Vehicle
This theme will cover all military emergency vehicles such as
ambulances, fire trucks, airfield crash tenders, military police
vehicles, bomb disposal and so on.
Also there are those ex-military vehicles that had a second
life converted to fire trucks and serving with the likes of the
bush fire brigades, etc.

Year of General Motors
General Motors being a worldwide auto group encompasses makers who
built military vehicles such as Chevrolet, GMC, Bedford,Vauxhall, Opel,
GM-Holden, Pontiac, Buick, Cadillac, Terex, Diesel Div. of GM-Canada,
Cadillac Gage, Oldsmobile, Maple Leaf, etc.
So we are expecting to see Chev “Yankee Joes”, CCKW “Jimmys”, DUKW,
Chev Blitzs, a Bedford QL, a Maple Leaf, Pontiac Ute ……they are all out
there so get them dusted off and bring them to Corowa in March.

Just to clarify our General Motors theme and which vehicles are eligible, those makes listed above
are the main GM ones that produced military vehicles.
It has been heard said that AM-General HMMWV vehicles are GM military products……….. this is
not correct, AM-General is not part of General Motors and never has been. Check the link here to
confirm this:

http://www.amgeneral.com/corporate/history.php
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KANGAROO MARCH
The club has been approached by the organisers of
this event to assist with ex-military vehicles as escort
and support for the Kangaroo March, which starts on
4th September from Wagga Wagga and finishes in
Campbelltown on 10th October.
This is an ideal opportunity for members of the club
who live in country areas adjacent to the route to take
part with their vehicles for a day or maybe longer.
This is a very worthwhile event and can be likened
somewhat to Back To The Track in 1994 when the
train stopped at country stations and the
commemorative event was brought to them. On the
following page is the itinerary showing each day’s start
and finish point. By going to the official website, each
leg is detailed on a separate page showing what the
local communities are going to do when the March
arrives.

http://kangaroomarch.org.au/
On this and the following page is some information
taken from the website to explain the event. It looks
to be one of the biggest commemoration events for
the Centenary of WW1, in NSW, at least the longest
in duration, and it is your chance to be a part of it.
See what the organisers are asking of us, regarding
military vehicle support.
The Army were asked to help, but have declined, so
let us show them what the KVE can do.

For more information or offers of help,
please contact:
Graham Brown
Ph: 0413-709171
Email: president@kangaroomarch.org.au
Don’t forget to say where you heard this from
and also, please keep Jan Thompson informed,
so the club has an idea of who is helping and
where.

The Kangaroo March Committee is comprised of
citizens who live adjacent to the route of the
1915 Kangaroo Recruiting March from Wagga
Wagga to Campbelltown. The Committee is an
all-volunteer group and their purpose in coming
together is to re-enact the Kangaroo March a
century on in September and October 2015.
In so doing, our re-enactment mission
focuses on commemorating the historic event of
the March, inspiring the current generations to
achieve success in life as a reflection of the value
derived from the WW1 sacrifices and educating
children on the history of the long and continuing
fight for freedom.
Commemoration: Reading and/or displaying
names of locals who fell in WW1 at each
city/town/village along the route. Marchers
wearing WW1 uniforms. Marchers carrying
replicas of the original banners carried.
Participation by members of the Lighthorse.
Motivate opportunities to upgrade or improve
maintenance at local war memorials. Dawn and
sunset flag ceremonies each day at camp sites.
Relevant daytime ceremonies or dinner functions
at selected major centres.
Honour: Read and display the names of the local
volunteers at each location along the route. Read
and display the names of local families who lost,
and grieved for, the diggers of WW1.
Community engagement: Close liaison and
engagement with local community leadership.
Maximise participation opportunities as the March
reaches each community. Provide pre- and postpublicity as well as “on the day” commemoration.
Search for activities that leave a genuine legacy of
the re-enactment.

Take a look at the promotional
video for
The Kangaroo March 2015
on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
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Date

Day

Day #

3/9/2015

Thursday

-1

Wagga

4/9/2015

Friday

0

Wagga

5/9/2015

Saturday

1

Wagga to Brucedale

6/9/2015

Sunday

2

Brucedale to Harefield

7/9/2015

Monday

3

Harefield to Junee

8/9/2015

Tuesday

4

Junee

9/9/2015

Wednesday

5

Junee to Illabo

10/09/2015

Thursday

6

Illabo to Bethungra

11/09/2015

Friday

7

Bethungra to Cootamundra

Cooee March Association

12/09/2015

Saturday

8

Cootamundra

www.cooeemarch.org.au
This association is managing
all 9 march groups. See their
website for more details.

13/09/2015

Sunday

9

Cootamundra to Wallendbeen

14/09/2015

Monday

10

Wallendbeen to Harden Murrumburrah

15/09/2015

Tuesday

11

Harden Murrumburrah to Galong

16/09/2015

Wednesday

12

Galong to Binalong

17/09/2015

Thursday

13

Binalong to Bowning

North Coast Boomerangs

18/09/2015

Friday

14

Bowning to Yass

from Grafton

19/09/2015

Saturday

15

Yass

20/09/2015

Sunday

16

Yass

21/09/2015

Monday

17

Yass to Jerrawa

22/09/2015

Tuesday

18

Jerrawa to Gunning

23/09/2015

Wednesday

19

Gunning to Cullerin

24/09/2015

Thursday

20

Cullerin to Wollondilly River

25/09/2015

Friday

21

Wollondilly River to Goulburn

26/09/2015

Saturday

22

Goulburn

27/09/2015

Sunday

23

Goulburn

28/09/2015

Monday

24

Goulburn to Marulan

29/09/2015

Tuesday

25

Marulan to Wingello

30/09/2015

Wednesday

26

Wingello to Bundanoon

1/10/2015

Thursday

27

Bundanoon

2/10/2015

Friday

28

Bundanoon to Moss Vale

3/10/2015

Saturday

29

Moss Vale

4/10/2015

Sunday

30

Moss Vale

5/10/2015

Monday

31

Moss Vale to Mittagong

6/10/2015

Tuesday

32

Mittagong to Hilltop

7/10/2015

Wednesday

33

Hilltop to Thirlmere

8/10/2015

Thursday

34

Thirlmere to Camden

9/10/2015

Friday

35

Camden to Menangle Park

10/10/2015

Saturday

36

Menangle Park to Campbelltown

KANGAROO MARCH
2015
Wagga to
Campbelltown
See on right, the itinerary of
the March >

Kurrajongs from Inverell
Wallabies from Walgett
Kookaburras from
Tooraweenah
Coo-ees from Gilgandra
Boomerangs from Parkes
Waratahs from Nowra
Kangaroos from Wagga
Men from Snowy River
from Delegate

http://corowaswim-in.org
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Bathurst District Historical Society Inc.
P.O. Box 237, Bathurst NSW 2795
East Wing, Bathurst Court House, Russell Street
Phone: (02) 6330 8455

Fax: (02) 6330 8450

ABN: 37 301 479

Bathurst Bicentennial Colonial Fair

WE NEED YOU
Bathurst City is celebrating its Bicentenary on Thursday 7th May 2015, and to celebrate, the
Bathurst District Historical Society (BDHS) is staging a “Bicentennial Colonial Fair” on Thursday
afternoon 7th May and then on Saturday 9th May 2015.
As a part of this Colonial Fair, on the Saturday, there will be a display of Vintage Vehicles that were
produced on or before 1945. These vehicles can be cars, trucks, motorbikes, or bicycles. These vehicles
can also be unregistered, providing they are in good condition and can be transported to the display site
beforehand. Here is your chance to display your unregistered vehicle(s) that few of us ever get to see.
Cartage assistance may be provided for unregistered vehicles in the Bathurst Region upon application. For
those further afield, some travelling cost may be subsidised if we want your vehicle and we can find a
sponsor to cover our costs.
The vehicles will be displayed either along the park side of Stanley Street or in the adjacent newly paved
parking lot (see map overleaf). There may be only space to display about 75 vehicles (number yet to be
determined) so applications must be made and be approved or else you will not be able to enter your
vehicle(s) for display. There will be no entry fee to display your vehicle(s), nor will the public pay an entry
fee.
An application form is provided overleaf. Applications may be:
Mailed to: Al Hammond, 1 Huntingdale Close, Robin Hill NSW 2795,
Emailed to: al.hammond@bigpond.com (Enquires: 0488 977 702)
Below is a brief list of some of those Saturday’s activities/displays to be included in the Fair.
Marine Corps re-enactment; Settler’s slab hut; People moving about in Colonial dress (i.e. Red Coats, convicts,
etc.); Pipes, drums and brass bands; Convict barrack; General Colonial display(s) including a surgeon’s tent; Lost
trades such as wheelwright, whip maker, blacksmith, rope maker; Horse shoeing; Goldfields display; Stocks and
demonstrations of their use; Indigenous (Wiradjuri) camp/display; Spinners, Weavers, Embroidery & Tapestry
Displays; Colonial children’s games; Maypole dancing by school children; Jumping castles; Merry-Go-Round; A small
farm animals display; The Flying Pieman Organ; Vintage vehicle display; Ancient internal combustion and steam
display; Steam traction engines; Army display; Vintage aircraft flyby; Tours of the New Flag Staff Complex; Damper
stall; Food & drink stalls and more.

If your military vehicle club wishes to make a Club Run to Bathurst at the time of the BBCF with vehicles
that cannot be in our primary display area, I’ll see what I can do to accommodate the visit. Perhaps we can
set up a special army display along the riverbank, behind the Showground, opposite the Ancient Internal
Combustion and Steam Engine display – there should be plenty of room there.
You can find a lot of information on what activities will take place in Bathurst during the whole year by
visiting http://www.bathurst200.com.au/ and following appropriate links to the Events calendar,
Accommodation, etc. This is a living website so it will change as information becomes available. The
Bathurst District Historical Society is planning on extending its website to cover the BB Colonial Fair but as
yet it has not done so. You can keep a lookout for it on http://www.bathursthistory.org.au/ .
ENTRY FORM ON FOLLOWING PAGE
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The Corowa ‘Year of’ series of DVDs
This series features plenty of action and the stories behind some of the many fascinating
and unique vehicles taking part in the annual event at Corowa, NSW.
Available from Image Control in Melbourne at a cost of $30.00 each plus postage.
The first six DVDs can be purchased as a pack of the years 2002 to 2008 for only $120 plus post.
Special offer : Year of the Trailed Equipment & Armoured Vehicle + five DVD’s of your
choice for only $130 plus post
Contact Image Control on (03) 94293301 or email keith.webb@imagecontrol.com.au
2002 - Year of the Blitz
This is the story of an attempt to establish a Guinness World Record for the largest gathering of privately owned Blitz
trucks. Along the way we learn about the origins of these vehicles, their military and post-war service. Extra features
include the 2004 Year of the Dodge featurette.
2003 - Year of the Studebaker
Colourful and entertaining this documentary covers both the history of the US6 Studebaker and the event. See the
convoys through Corowa and Rutherglen and the attempt on a new Guinness World Record at the Corowa Airport.
Special feature is the story of the North South road told by veteran army driver Alan Smith.
2005 - Year of the Carrier
This year the theme vehicle is the charismatic tracked carrier so popular with military vehicle enthusiasts. Extra
features include an hour of footage ranging from Carriers in Canada to a profile on the 2 pounder Tank Attack
carrier owned by the Bandiana Army Museum.
2006 - Year of the Armoured Car
Among a total of 123 military vehicles were 8 White Scout Cars, Ferrets, Half track, Lynx, a Daimler Dingo and LP4
Armoured Car. Extra features include a visit to Precision Aerospace in Wangaratta, an extended interview with
historian Mike Cecil and coverage of the Melbourne Tank Museum auction.
2007 - Year of the Cycle and Staff Car
The 28th Annual Swim-in had a dual theme this year attracting over 30 bicycles, staff cars and motorcycles along
with a further 130 military vehicles. Special features include the history of these vehicles by Mike Cecil and a trip to
Tocumwal with a talk from local historian Bob Brown.
2008 - Year of the Tracked Vehicle
With some 150 vehicles at Corowa this DVD is full of tracked action. From a unique LP3 carrier prototype to the
mighty Russian T34 we take you onboard some of the most interesting military vehicles yet seen at Corowa. Extras
include a visit to collector Ron Fry to see his extensive collection and ride in his Stuart as well as taking you to see
the tanks at Mons.
2009 - Year of the Amphibian and Blitz 2.
The 30th anniversary of the event at Corowa saw a joint theme featuring amphibious vehicles and also a reprise of
2002, year of the Blitz. The record of 34 blitzes set that year was eclipsed with 43 blitz trucks being part of a total of
194 military vehicles. Highlights of this DVD are the Buffalo, Kübelwagen, plus a variety of Blitzes.
2010 - Year of the Jeep
This was always going to be a large event. 179 Jeeps making up more than half of the total of a massive 266 vehicles
this year. The featured vehicle is the very rare 1940 Willys MA. At the other end of the scale is a Mutt, repaired onsite after a collision with a kangaroo. The wet conditions led to plenty of action in the mud.
2011 — Year of the British & European Vehicles
This DVD covers many of the highlights and stories of this fabulous event. There are 20 profiles of vehicles including
German and British motorcycles, softskins and armour as well as an extended story on the star of the show, Rick
Cove’s 1916 Albion. There’s also an interview with Richard Farrant from the UK, introducing him to a wider Australian
audience. Also plenty of action footage around the riverside tracks, mishaps as well as pure enjoyment of being part
of the largest event of its kind in the Southern Hemisphere. Just about every vehicle attending is seen in the parade
and assembly at the Corowa airport.
http://corowaswim-in.org
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2012 - Year of the 6X6
The Corowa “Year of the 6x6” DVD features all the action of the event, including the parade, display, swap meet and
loads of in depth interviews with the owners of these remarkable vehicles. We go through the gears in reverse in an
Austin Champ, ride in Dodge 6X6 and GMC and talk to KVE President Rick Cove and organiser Jan Thompson. A
highlight is excerpts of the talk given by John Belfield about his decades of rescuing and restoring military vehicles.
2013 - Year of the Trailed Equipment and Armoured Vehicle
The Corowa 2013 DVD features among other things, trailers and armoured vehicles. We take a close look at: A 'Barn
Find' low mileage Canadian Military Pattern Chevrolet C60S towing a semi-trailer designed to carry folding boats; A
British generator trailer; A Bofors gun from Tumut with a colourful veteran who used them in the 1960s; A rare
37mm anti-tank gun for the Dutch Army, as well as a range of other vehicles including the only running SC1 Scout
Car built as reverse lend-lease for airfield defence for the US forces. The special feature is the keynote speech given
by Tim Vibert.

Latest DVD Released:
2014
Year of WW1 - Year of the Ford
$35
The ‘Year of’ series of videos has been
produced since 2002. In 2014 the twin
themes of World War One and Ford
vehicles made for an interesting gathering
of types, many of which are profiled on
this DVD through interviews with the
owners, restorers and helpers.
This year there is a good selection of
vehicles covered including Bob Schutt’s
magnificent restoration of a Ford
C11ADF ‘Woodie’ station wagon, Ken
Gehrke’s recreation of a Model T
Australian light patrol vehicle, Anthony
Shorten with his WW1 Dodge
recreation and Perentie and many more.
There is the spectacle of the parade of
vehicles led by Rick Cove’s WW1 Albion,
as well as the swap meet and display, and
action on the Murray River. This program
gives a real insight into the places, people
and vehicles that go to make up the Khaki
Vehicle Enthusiasts annual Corowa Swim

In.
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The Tom Kruse Collection
DVD
Show Special - for $35
only at Corowa
The 1954 Australian film classic The Back of Beyond
introduced Tom Kruse and his 1936 Leyland Badger
mail truck to a generation of Australians. Most never
forgot the extraordinary images of the man and his
battered truck doing battle each fortnight with sand and
isolation along the Birdsville track - outback Australia’s
toughest mail run.
The Mailmen Back of Beyond is a result of 28 years of research by producer Ian Doyle. Ian and co-producer
Keith Webb gained unprecedented access to the significant photographic collections of the Kruse, Heyer, Ding,
Crombie and Teague families. In addition to the stills collections (available online at www.tomkruse.com.au), the
documentary airs for the first time elements of movie footage filmed by the filmmaker and adventurer Colin
Wagener. Colin is 96 years old and lives in the Adelaide Hills. He filmed in colour a trip he took on the Marree to
Birdsville mail run with driver Monty Scobie in 1953 and again when the Cooper Creek flooded in 1956 and 1963.
Tom Kruse was the key figure in the Australian docudrama The Back of Beyond directed by the Shell Film Unit’s
John Heyer. It was shot in black and white and remains one of the most critically acclaimed and awarded films ever
produced in Australia.
The Mailmen Back of Beyond is one of two discs in The Tom Kruse Collection
Backfire, a 1944 propaganda short movie made by Ford Canada featuring scenes of the construction and spectacular
testing of Canadian Military Pattern (Blitz) trucks and carriers. $20.00 plus postage.
About Image Control
Headed by military historian and enthusiast Keith Webb, Image Control was established back in 1982 and today is
one of Melbourne’s best known multimedia production houses, working with a varied range of clients to produce
corporate video, television and radio commercials, documentaries, sound production, graphic design and websites.
Trained as a photographer, Keith is also a cinematographer and editor. In addition to running the business he has a
keen interest in Australian military history, in particular Blitz trucks and aircraft. Current projects include work for the
Temora Aviation Museum (where Keith is Director for the Unsung Heroes project), the RAAF Museum, Point Cook
and Fleet Air Arm Museum, Nowra. He is on the board of the Spitfire Association and Australian representative for
the Spitfire Society (UK).
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Proposed Convoy from Sydney to Alice Springs in August 2015
John Oldenmenger is setting up an itinerary to travel in convoy to Alice Springs in August 2015. At this stage it is a preliminary
plan that may have to be amended in some ways, but it will be as follows:
- Leave Clarendon at 7.30 am on Tuesday the 18th of August 2015, traveling over the Great Western Highway to Nyngan
for the night stop over. (517km)
- Wednesday the 19th of August we travel from Nyngan to Broken Hill for the night stop over. (584 km)
- Thursday the 20th of August we travel from Broken Hill to Pimba (SA) this will be the toughest stretch. (571 km)
- Friday the 21st of August we travel from Pimba to Coober Pedy. (417 km)
- Saturday the 22nd of August we travel from Coober Pedy to Kulgera just into the Northern Territory. (410 km)
- Sunday the 23rd of August we travel from Kulgera to Alice Springs. (300 km)
That should give us enough time to set up on arrival and Monday will be a rest day and time to look around, (checking out all
the other trucks) and do some shopping and stocking up, or fix any little problems. Those who are interested will get a more
comprehensive itinerary with planned coffee, lunch, and night stops along with daily distances. Also a list of items to take, this is
only a guideline but it can be very helpful. Overnight stops will definitely be fuel stops along with other fuels stops throughout
the trip. Depending on the quantity of participating vehicles, the convoy may be split in packets of 5 vehicles, so normal road
traffic (particularly road trains) will not be greatly affected by our convoy. This worked very well when I was involved in setting
up a military vehicle convoy of 85 vehicles from Alice Springs to Darwin in 1995.
Any persons interested in this convoy, please contact me by email (dutchtruckie@Hotmail.com)
by snail mail (J.H.Oldenmenger, 36 Bennett Road, Londonderry, 2753 NSW) or phone (0425 253 253).
What I need to know from you is the following: - Your name - Contact details - What type of vehicle your taking - Average
cruising speed of your vehicle - how many persons on board incl. driver - If you have any spaces for a passenger, as some
people may want to come along without a vehicle.
Please note: you must book with the Road Transport Hall of Fame for camping or sleep in the truck space.
This can be done through their website (info@roadtransporthall.com) or www.roadtransporthall.com or snail mail to The
Road Transport Hall of Fame, 2 Norris Bell avenue Alice Springs NT 0870 or by phone 08 8952 7161
Please do not leave your expression of interest until the last moment, this will makes it very hard to organise as road houses
may need to cater for extra supplies and I need to organise some of the overnight facilities.
JUST CALL ME ON 0425 253 253 if you are even thinking of going.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------

For sale
International - S2600 S Line HVY Chas cab 6X4 (SF2670) - Prime mover 1/1990 (ARN): 51279

Flat Top Triaxle Semi trailer - 07/1989 Maxicube Fruehauf F.3.0ST H/Duty Triaxle (ARN): 51335
Matching set. Both pieces are from the same Army Unit 85 Transport. Both Pieces have their army service
history books and the Prime mover has had the engine rebuilt @ 650K and recently over $5000 spend on
overhauling the air-conditioning and other Typical International
electrical issues.
Both pieces are UNREGISTERED and in good condition, ready for
work . For more information contact Scott:

$79,950 negotiable

(GST INCLUDED)
Call Scott on 0419 545 801
or EMAIL roughies@gmail.com
http://corowaswim-in.org
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Khaki Vehicle Enthusiasts Incorporated (KVE Inc.)
Mailing Address: 9/1 Millett Road, Mosman, NSW 2088 Contact : Jan Thompson Phone No: Mob. 0412 078 096
Email: kveinc@optusnet.com.au
Website: http://corowaswim-in.org

Organisers of the Annual Corowa Swim-In & Military Vehicle Gathering
————————-

Australian Ex-Military Vehicle Collectors Society Inc. (AMVCS)
Mailing Address: P.O Box 221 Gladesville NSW 2111
Contact : John Gordon Phone No: Mob. 0411 868 745
Email: jgor9364@bigpond.net.au
Website: http://au.groups.yahoo.com/group/amvcs_nsw/
Dates of Meetings: 2nd Wednesday of the month
Locations of Meetings: Ashfield RSL at 8pm

For collectors and enthusiasts of ex-military vehicles
—————————

Military Section of the Veteran Car Club of WA (Inc)

Mailing Address:
Contact : Chairman Brian Thompson
Phone No: 08 9257 3910
Email: brianjthompson.@bigpond.com
Dates of Meetings: 3rd Tuesday of the month, at 8pm
Locations of Meetings: VCC Clubrooms, Cnr Hale Road/Tonkin Hwy, WATTLE GROVE, WA
Website: http://www.veterancarclubofwa.asn.au/

For collectors and enthusiasts of ex-military vehicles
—————————

Military Jeep Club of Queensland Incorporated (MJCQ)
Address: MJCQ, PO Box 8131, Woollongabba, QLD 4102, Australia
Contact: Darren Witty Tel: 0412 071 422
Email: Secretary@mjcqinc.com
Dates of Meetings: 2

nd

Wednesday of the month
At Rocklea Showgrounds, Ipswich Rd, Rocklea, Brisbane, Qld. Website: www.mjcqinc.com
Dedicated to the preservation of the WW2 Jeep and other military vehicles.
——————————

Australian Military Equipment Collectors Limited. (AMEC Limited)

Address: Secretary, Australian Military Equipment Collectors Ltd, 13 Knox Close, Carwoola, NSW 2620
Contact person: Mark Sierant
Phone No: 0419 259 069
Email: sierant@tpg.com.au
Dates of Meetings: As required
Locations of Meetings: As Required
Website: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/aussiemecs/

‘To encourage the ownership, preservation and use of historical military vehicles and equipment’
—————————-

Victorian Military Vehicle Corps (VMVC)

Address: PO Box 1209, Kensington, Vic 3031
Contact : Gordon Edwards
Phone No: (03) 93768208
Email: 42ausjeep@hotmail.com
Dates of Meetings: 1st Tuesday of each month
Locations of Meetings: Rats of Tobruk Hall, Albert Park.
Website: www.vmvc.org.au

“A military vehicle collectors club”

WW2 Jeeps NSW

——————————

Contact person: Mitch Holland
Phone Number: 0418 869 709
Email: mitchtez@gmail.com
Dates of Meetings: as required
Locations of Meetings: can be anywhere
Website: Still under consideration as at January 2013 if we can find an enthusiastic webmaster!
WW2 Jeeps NSW is an “unofficial” Association of enthusiasts of the legendary WW2 Jeeps (41 to 45), however
membership is open to anyone with an interest in Military history and not restricted to where you live. We are bonded
together by a monthly newsletter sent out regularly to an email list and the only new membership joining criteria is a sense
of participation for your and current members benefit.
Find us on Facebook : world war2 jeeps nsw (fledgling group via this method with problems still being ironed out)

____________________

Military Vehicle Group of Tasmania Inc.

President: Lou Hanslow, 758 Richmond Road, Cambridge, TAS 7170 Ph/Fax 03 6248 5159
Secretary: John Boucher Phone: 03 6273 8524 Email: johnbetty@oneseniors.com.au

http://corowaswim-in.org
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Wartime Vehicle Conservation Group SA Inc. (WVCG)
Contact: Rick Shearman
Mobile No.: 0408 835 018
Email: rickshearman@bigpond.com
Dates of meetings: 1st Tuesday of every month
Location of meetings: Tower Hotel, Magill, SA

Organisation dedicated to preservation of military vehicles.
———————————————-

Military Vehicle Preservation Society SA Inc. (MVPSSA)
Mailing Address: PO Box 174, Salisbury, SA 5108
Contact: Trevor Brown
Mobile No. 0418 829 320
Email: trevload@bigpond.com
Dates of meetings: Last Tuesday of Month except December No Meeting. AGM in July.
Location of meetings: Sturton Road, Edinburgh Parks, SA 5111
Website: www.military-vehicle-museum.org.au

The Military Vehicle Preservation Society SA Inc., and National Military Vehicle Museum. Our Society has been
in service for 37 years, and our Museum celebrated 20 years in August 2013.

———————————Land Rover Owners Club of Australia Sydney Branch Inc.
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 172 Concord West NSW 2138 Contact email: Secretary@LROC.com.au
Date of meetings: 4th Tuesday each month (exc. Dec)
Location of meetings: Veteran Car Club Hall ,134 Queens Road, Five Dock , NSW
Website: www.lroc.com.au
Description of the club: The Land Rover Owners Club (LROC) was formed in 1966 by a group of enthusiasts

who shared an interest in four wheel driving and the great outdoors. It caters for all models from Series I.

________________
Australian Armoured Vehicle Association
Mailing address: Australian Armoured Vehicle Association Inc., ASIC Registration NSW Y2413247,
PO Box 41, Newport Beach, NSW 2106
Contact: Mal French 0415 635 519
The Australian Armoured Vehicle Association (AAVA) is a collection of enthusiasts who own, restore and
display military vehicles. Formed in the late nineties with the aim of pooling resources and knowledge to benefit
anyone seeking to collect, renovate and display armoured vehicles.
-----------------------------------------------

Military History Group Inc.
Mailing address: PO Box 6, Dallas, VIC 3047 Contact: Tony Jordan (President) (03) 9359 4687
The MHG Inc is based in Victoria and is an organisation dedicated to the restoration and preservation of
military vehicles and their heritage. The MHG attends various events throughout Victoria and NSW and
welcomes new members.

KVE Incorporated
Organisers of the Annual Corowa Swim-In

KVE Inc
Khaki Vehicle Enthusiasts Incorporated

Entry forms can be sent to the
following address:
Jan Thompson
9/1 Millett Rd, Mosman, NSW, 2088
Phone: 0423 943 010

Commences on the long weekend (Victorian Public
Holiday) in March.
Please visit our website for more info.

http://corowaswim-in.org
Also see us on Facebook - corowaswimin
Submissions for this newsletter can be emailed to:
kveinc@optusnet.com.au
See you at Corowa in 2015.
http://corowaswim-in.org
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KHAKI VEHICLE ENTHUSIASTS INC.
Unit 9, 1 Millett Road , MOSMAN, NSW, 2088
Mobile: 0423 943 010
Email: kveinc@optusnet.com.au
Website: corowaswim-in.org

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Reg. No. INC9884485
(incorporated under the Associations Incorporation Act 1984)
FULL NAME OF APPLICANT……………………………………………………..…………….
RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS ……………………………………….……………………………..
MAILING ADDRESS ……………………………………………………………………..……..

(if different from residential address)
TOWN/CITY ……………………………………… STATE ……….

CONTACT TELEPHONE NO

(H) …………..………………

MOBILE ………………………..……………
…………………………………………….

POSTCODE …..………

(W) ……….………………………

EMAIL ………………..…………………….………

hereby apply to become a member of KVE Inc.

(occupation)
As a member of KVE, I agree to be bound by the rules of the Club at the time being in force.
KVE Membership Fee $ 30 per year
Family Membership Fee $45 per year

Amount Paid ………………………

Signature of applicant …………………………………………

Nominated by ………………………………….

Date ……………………………

Seconded by ……………………………….

Lodge completed form, together with payment, with the Secretary.
Please make cheque or money order payable to KVE Inc. (Sorry no credit card facilities.)
Send to Jan Thompson, 9/1 Millett Rd, Mosman, NSW, 2088 kveinc@optusnet.com.au
Membership Fee can also be paid straight into the Westpac cheque account for:
“Khaki Vehicle Enthusiasts Incorporated” BSB: 032521 Account No. 162538
Please ensure your name is on the Bank Deposit/Transfer form so we can easily distinguish who has deposited money and post or email
your Membership Form

Privacy: The information you have provided may be made available to Club members from time to
time. Please indicate if you do not wish your details to be disclosed. …….………
Scott Rough

Jan Thompson

Harvey Black

PRESIDENT

SECRETARY

VICE PRESIDENT

http://corowaswim-in.org
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36th Annual Corowa Swim-In & Military Vehicle Gathering
Monday 9th March to Sunday 15th March 2015
“ Year of the Emergency Vehicle”
& “Year of General Motors”
Held annually at Corowa, NSW
All ex-military vehicles and enthusiasts are invited to attend
ENTRY FORM
Entrant/Driver Name………………………………………………………………………………………
Address………………………………………………………………………………………………
Participants Names…………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
Contact numbers: (H)…………………………………

(W)………………………….

Mobile……………………………..Fax:…………………………………
Email:………………………………………………………………………………………………
Expected day of arrival:………………………………………..
Member of the following clubs:…………………………………………………………………………………
Vehicle Year…………

Vehicle Make……………………

Vehicle Model…………………..

Registration/Permit No……………………………………………………..
DECLARATION
All entrants, drivers, riders and participants enter and participate solely at their own risk. The organisers,
promoters, sponsors, their agents or employees will not be liable for any loss or damage suffered by or to
any entrant, owner, driver, rider or passenger under any circumstances. In signing this declaration I
acknowledge that I have read, understood and accepted the Rules and Conditions of entry. I certify that
the vehicle entered complies with the rules of KVE Incorporated. All firearms brought to the event must
meet NSW firearms legislation. All vehicles or vessels that enter the water must comply with the NSW
Boating Regulations. I agree to be bound by these rules and by all roads, waterways and traffic
management laws and regulations. I agree to show due courtesy to all users of the roads and waterways.
Any conditions not governed by the regulations will be adjudicated by the Committee whose decision shall
be final.

Entrant’s Signature………………………………………

Date……………………………

ENTRY FORMS TO ARRIVE BY 28th FEBRUARY 2015
Entry Fee is $20 per Entrant enclosed with Entry form
Please make cheque or money order payable to KVE Inc. (Sorry no credit card facilities.)

Send to Jan Thompson, 9/1 Millett Rd, Mosman, NSW, 2088 or kveinc@optusnet.com.au
Entry Fee can also be paid straight into the Westpac cheque account for:
“Khaki Vehicle Enthusiasts Incorporated” BSB: 032521 Account No. 162538
Ref.

Date:

Amount $:

Please enter your bank deposit reference, date and amount in boxes below:
Please ensure your name is on the Bank Deposit/Transfer form so we can easily distinguish
who has deposited the money, and post or email this Entry Form to the above address.

http://corowaswim-in.org

