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Students at Irving School in Derby learn to 'start with hello'
By Patricia Villers 

DERBY - There are many ways to make a friend. And, no matter which lan-
guage you speak, it starts with hello.

That is the lesson students learned this week during Derby public schools’ 
“Start with Hello” initiative. The goal of national “Start with Hello Week” is 
to raise awareness of social isolation and eliminate it. 

The program teaches students the skills they need to include peers who are 
being isolated. Students who feel isolated can become victims of bullying and 
depression, and have difficulty with academics. 

Derby public schools and Beyond Differences partnered with the Sandy Hook 
Promise organization to kick off national “Start With Hello” week. 

Irving School Principal Jen Olson said the goal is to avoid having social 
isolation become an issue. 

She said the im-
portance of eye 
contact is being 
emphasized, 
because some 
students will say 
hello, but not make eye contact. Olson said the staff has concentrated on 
teaching hello in 10 different languages - including hola, bonjour, and 
guten tag.

On Wednesday 340 students in Kin-
dergarten and Grades 1-5 attended 
a weekly community meeting in the 
Irving gym. They watched a video the 
staff created to tell them they care about 
them and they learned about being a 
friend.

School social worker 
Kristina Ciotto talked 
about making others feel 
included. She said, “Mak-
ing other people happy 
makes you feel good.”

English as a Second Language teacher Aracelis Cortes 
danced around and shook maracas to dramatize ways to 
greet someone. She also taught students how to say “hi” 
using sign language.

Fourth grader Rashiya McNeil, 9, said it was “amazing 
around school” with everyone saying “hi” and “hello” to 
each other.  “It’s a good idea to promote to other schools, 
too,” she said. And fifth grader Jamie Orazietti, 11, said she 
was looking forward to teaching her three-year old cousin 
“all the ways to say hi in different languages.”
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It took a major snowstorm Thursday to get this blue jay to pose for me. I’ve tried for weeks to get a photo of him when he visits our yard on the 
Ansonia Hilltop. Photo by Patricia Villers

State awards $3,200 grant to Valley Arts Council
By Patricia Villers 
DERBY - The Valley Arts Council’s November art show, “Visions from 
Veterans,” at E Street Gallery uncovered hidden talent in the community. 

The show opened on Veterans Day, Nov. 11, and ran through Jan. 3.

And on Monday the arts council was rewarded for that effort with a 
$3,200 grant from the state Department of Economic Development Of-
fice of the Arts’ Regional Grant Initiative Program. Known as REGI, it is 
funded in part by the National Endowment for the Arts.

Diane Ploch, administrator of the Arts & Culture Collaborative, Water-
bury Region, Monday presented a check to Valley Arts Council President 
Rich DiCarlo in a brief ceremony at the Valley Center of the Arts. 

The funding reimbursed the arts council for expenses incurred in hosting 
the show. The exhibition featured a variety of paintings, sculptures, and 
photographs.

DiCarlo said, “We discovered a whole untapped community of veteran artists right in our own 
backyard. We made that connection between artists and the community.”

Ploch said the Regional 
Grant Initiative Program 
funds small arts projects that cost between $1,000 and $4,000. 

Marine Corps veteran Bob Kukiel of Seymour, an artist and Valley 
Arts Council member who organized the show, was on hand for 
the check presentation. He said many of the artists were discovered 
through an art therapy program at the Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center in West Haven. 

State Sen. George Logan, R-Ansonia, and state Rep. Linda M. 
Gentile, D-Ansonia, also were on hand for the presentation. 

Logan said he’s “very supportive” of veterans. Gentile said people 
need a place to go to express themselves. “As long as I’m in 
Hartford I’ll support the arts.”

DiCarlo said, “We appreciate the support of our legislators.”

Correction
In a story in Monday's newsletter we shared an incorrect address for Written Words Bookstore. The address is 415 Howe Ave., 
Shelton. The Valley-Voice regrets the error.
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