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Family, friends celebrate 'Smitty' at surprise party in Derby
By Patricia Villers
DERBY - A lifetime of service to the community and a lifetime of making friends in all
walks of life.
That describes Ansonia resident Al Smith.
Smith, who will celebrate his 94th birthday in May, was honored at a tribute Saturday at
La Sala Banquet Hall at Sons of Italy.
Smith’s family and friends planned the party and pulled off the big surprise.
One of the organizers, Jim Hodge of the
Craftsmans Club of J.H. Wilkins Lodge #9
in Ansonia, said, “The party was in the
works for over a year.”
Smith was honored for service to his city,
his church, and his Lodge. He is longtime
chairman of the Ansonia Recreation
Commission, a sexton at Immanuel-St.
James Church in Derby, and treasurer of
the Lodge for more than 40 years. He is
past master of the Lodge, and has been a
member for more than a half-century.
Many of his former Copper City Drill Team members were on hand to honor
their mentor and friend.
Clinton resident Lenore Brown said she has fond memories of being in the drill
team as a teen, and marching in parades in Ansonia, New Haven, Bridgeport,
and Waterbury.
“I used to march in his drill team in the ‘60s,” she said. “He’ll always be ‘Mr.
Buddy’ to me.” The group also performed at various functions in the area,
Brown said.
A 1941 graduate of Ansonia High School, Smith served in the U.S. Army in
World War II and received the Bronze Star. He and his late wife, Alice, had four
children. He has six grandchildren, five great-grandchildren, and two great-great
grandchildren.
In addition to the Lodge and church, Smith’s community activities include
involvement with the Valley Branch of the NAACP, Ansonia Community
Action, Valley United Way, and the Julian A. Taylor Scholarship Committee.
Ansonia Mayor David S. Cassetti
said he has known Smitty, as he is
affectionately called, for more
than 50 years. He read a citation
congratulating him.
Ansonia Police Officer Joe
Jackson read a moving letter from Ansonia Police Chief Kevin Hale, who was
unable to attend the party.
Hale said Smitty was his first baseball coach and taught him how to throw a
curve ball. “You knew how to coach,” Hale wrote. ‘You knew how to teach.
You taught us to win with dignity and lose with grace.”
Smith was overwhelmed with the outpouring of love from so many people whose lives he has touched. “I really appreciate
this,” he said. “This is out of bounds. I never realized I had so many friends.”
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Smile Dental Center moves to new location in Shelton
By Jean Falbo-Sosnovich
Special to the Valley-Voice
Dr. Bruce Sofferman held
a grand opening Thursday
of his new state-of-the-art
Smile Dental Center at
1000 Bridgeport Ave.
He relocated from his
former office on Elizabeth
Street in Derby, which had
been flooded.
He's a popular dentist in
the Valley, and is the same
guy who dresses up like a pilgrim
with his family every week before
Thanksgiving to collect food for
the Valley's needy families.
The new office comprises an
entire first floor of the building at
1000 Bridgeport Ave.
It features high
definition televisions
in each room and
more.
The grand opening
was catered and featured more
than 100 people taking a tour of
the new digs.
Photos by Jean Falbo-Sosnovich

Esphogeal Cancer Awareness Month
We are sharing a link to a podcast created earlier this month by
Margaret Nolan-Solsbury, whose husband, Keith, is a 12-year
survivor of esophageal cancer. April is Esophageal Cancer
Awareness Month.

See the Link: goo.gl/fgsRHJ
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