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Seymour resident: 'People don’t care because they don’t live it'
By Patricia Villers
SEYMOUR - Downtown resident Joe Luciano, a
disability rights activist, uses a power
wheelchair after suffering a stroke several years
ago.
On Wednesday he held a “silent protest” outside
Town Hall to gain attention for mobility issues.
Luciano was joined by two friends, Arnie
Renkewith and Jim Cronin. Renkewith uses a
walker, and Cronin is visually impaired.
Luciano’s protest focused on the town’s snow
removal ordinance.
He has charged that downtown business owners
do not shovel their sidewalks in a timely manner
after snowstorms. And when they do, it is only
wide enough for a person to walk through,
Luciano said.
"When property owners remove snow to enable only able-bodied persons to move about, but not persons with disabilities,
that's discrimination,” he said. “People don’t care because they don’t live it.”
In a written release Luciano listed four points he is protesting:
1. The policy & practice of Town of Seymour regarding its own “snow removal” ordinance (§14-6) creates a hardship for
seniors and persons with disabilities. In fact it’s discriminatory - a civil rights issue under the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) of 1990. Seymour enacted this ordinance, which requires property owners to remove snow from sidewalks and
apply sand over ice, but it neither monitors compliance nor enforces it.
2. The enforcement ordinance (§1-9) mandates (not “suggests”) fining offenders up to $100 a day. Seymour PD is the
enforcement authority with responsibility to fine offenders. Seymour PD has never issued fines to offenders of §14-6.
3. The Town of Seymour itself is a frequent offender, having failed last year and this year to remove snow from
sidewalks, crosswalks, and curbcuts adjoining property it owns.
4. In a nutshell: property owners flout 14-6; Seymour town hall flouts 14-6; Seymour PD flouts 1-9.
See the blog post from Jean Falbo-Sosnovich in the New Haven Register at:
http://naugatuckvalley.blogspot.com/2017/03/seymour-man-holds-silent-protest-on.html
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State funding cuts threaten Connecticut Independent Living Centers
By Ralph Villers
WEST HAVEN - The Center for Disability Rights (CDR) is facing a major funding crisis. As a disabled Ansonia resident, I can
attest to the value of this organization in promoting independence and advocacy for the rights of all. As a member for over 20
years and board member (Secretary/Treasurer, President), I feel that my connection with the organization has allowed me to
move beyond my limitations.
Yet as the state budget for 2018-2019 is being crafted, Gov. Dannel P. Malloy has proposed eliminating funding for all five
independent living centers - saving a mere $202,000 per year, in a $20 Billion yearly budget. It is apparent that the Governor
does not understantd the value received for such a small outlay, yet he still wants to cut all funding. This is devastating to the
West Haven based CDR.
Executive Director Marc Anthony Gallucci said in a recent letter to CDR members and consumers that in 2016 Malloy cut
funding to the nonprofit by 60 percent, leaving CDR with just over $40,000 in state funding.
This year, Gallucci said, Malloy and the
Department of Rehabilitation Services (which
distributes the funding to the centers) seek to
take away that $40,000.
The funding cuts have led to staff layoffs and
a reduction in the number of communities
served. Gallucci said the area has gone from
42 to seven communities. Ansonia was one of
the towns that is no longer served.
“We now only provide a full range of services
to West Haven, Milford, Orange,
Woodbridge, Bethany, Madison, Clinton and
Westbrook,” he said. CDR has a Shoreline
office in Clinton.
Gallucci warns that if the $40,000 is cut,
"CDR may have to permanently close the
West Haven office."
The reader may be interested to learn that in 1989, each Independent Living Center received $160,000 in state funding. Today,
the funding is $40,000 per center in actual - not inflation adjusted - dollars. Is there any product and service you may purchase
in 2017 priced lower now than in 1989?
We know how the budget proposals for 2018 are impacting municipalities, especially with the inadequate Education Cost
Sharing grants from the state (a big issue in Ansonia). However, I ask that legislators keep the funding for Independent Living
Centers - denying the $200,000 will not address the chronic state deficit problem.
Being part of CDR, I am well aware of the value ofered by the CT Independent Living Centers, although the general public may
not be. Below is an article taken from the CDR Forward Together newsletter from Summer 2016. Although the chart compares
results between 2014 and 2015, the cost savings passed on to the taxpayers are clear - in any year.
Source: CDR Forward Together, Summer 2016

CDR saves taxpayers as well as it advocates
In 2015, CDR conducted 4,182 Information & Referrals for people looking for information or help. We provided intensive one- to-one long
term advocacy and other services to 147 people.
CDR transitioned 64 individuals out of nursing homes back into the community. Not only did we help these folks get their lives back, but we
saved the State a minimum of $2,743,026 in Medicaid money on just these transitions.
CDR received $372,000 in funding for Nursing Home Transition Coordinators and Housing Coordinators. In Addition, we re- ceived $101,000
in funds for CORE operations and supports. This State investment of $473,000 resulted in at least $2,743,026 in returns - or put another way,
each $1 invested in CDR returns $5.80 to the State. This is a bargain, and that is not even con- sidering the hundreds of other services CDR
provides to people with that same money.
In 2015, CDR provided 572 hours of technical assistance, training, and community advocacy at no charge bene ting munici- palities; State
agencies; community non-pro ts; businesses; public schools; and individuals. The dollar value of these services is $20,020.
Below are the following savings to taxpayers in 2015 vs. 2014 for nursing facility consumers transitioned to the community.

