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Mock accident adds dose of reality at Ansonia High School
By Ralph Villers
Photos by Eileen Ehman and Ralph Villers

The student parking lot at Ansonia High School was eerily quiet on Tuesday, the aftermath of the ‘accident’ that took place.
Although no vehicles actually collided and hit the tree. This
mock accident was held in advance of the Ansonia High School
Prom this Friday.
Coordinated by AHS School Resource Officer Michael Barry,
this event was designed to show high-school students the
effects of impaired and distracted driving.
Never having attended an event like this, I knew that the
collision was staged. Yet, the Buick and Dodge pickup and
their positioning by the tree not only looked real - it also felt
real.
For instance, the girl who ‘died’ who was being made up with
blood, looked real and when the white sheet was placed over
her - it seemed her day was done.
Granted these are actors, but the lone sheet on the body is a
reminder of the choices we make - and the fragility of life.
The first responders arrived in quick order. The Ansonia Police and Fire
Departments and ARMS, all raced to the wreck to save the injured.
Having been in a minor
accident in November, I
can attest to the typically
fast response by Ansonia
emergency personnel,
some of who were taking
part in the demonstration.
Finally, I hadn’t ever seen
a hydraulic extraction
device (aka: Jaws of Life)
in action as the firemen
quickly and cleanly took
the roof off the Buick to
attend to the victims.
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The body was placed in the massive black Spinelli-Ricciuti
Cadillac hearse and the impaired driver was handcuffed and
taken into custody to close out the event.
I acquired a greater appreciation of safer driving more than I
imagined by witnessing the mock accident, and I have been
driving since 1971.
Had any of the students learned any lessons? I believe that
some did, the lesson that impaired and distracted driving can
kill. The laws of physics are immutable and unforgiving.

Thanks to Officer Barry, this event
showed us that driving is a big
responsibility and all of us can choose
the right way…or maybe suffer life
altering consequences.
AHS Principal Terri Goldson said it
best: “I want to extend my gratitude to
Officer Barry, staff, students and the
entire town of Ansonia for an
outstanding Mock Accident that was
held in our AHS parking lot. Wow is
the word!“

The Valley-Voice CT Publications
Blog: www.thevalley-voicect.blogspot.net Newsletter/Web: www.thevalley-voicect.net
The ValleyVoice CT Newsletter Is published by Alcam Writing & Admin LLC,Derby, CT
© 2017 by Alcam Writing & Admin LLC. All Rights reserved

Page 2

Continued from Page 1

