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February 23, 2017      More of the best of the Valley

Restaurant in Ansonia holds grand opening party 

By Patricia Villers 
ANSONIA - If you like to eat, head to Main Street.

It’s there you’ll find food to please every palate, from Latin fusion to Ameri-
can, Asian, Polish, and Italian.

Staff at Lulu Pazzo Italiano, one of the new restaurants, hosted a grand 
opening party Monday to introduce the community to its culinary talents. 
And it drew quite a crowd to eat, drink, and celebrate with an official rib-

bon-cutting ceremony.

The restaurant held a soft opening in December.

It is located in the former Original Antonio’s restaurant at 314 Main St. 

Greater Valley Chamber of Commerce President Bill Purcell was on hand to 
congratulate the restaurant’s owners. 

“This is the latest addition in a growing restaurant scene in 
downtown Ansonia,” Purcell said.

Cassetti welcomed Lulu Pazzo’s owners and manager. He  
said that downtown is fast becoming “restaurant row.”

General manager Paul Ganassini thanked Cassetti. “We 
love the community,” he said. “We’re thrilled to be here.”

An owner, Vincent Noce, a lawyer in Bridgeport, thanked 
the crowd for its support. 

He introduced Interior designer Dino Tetu, also an owner. 
Noce called him “the creative driving force” in the major 
renovation project that started last spring. The restaurant 
now boasts a 55-foot bar.

Tetu urged patrons to enjoy the restaurant. “It’s life; it’s 
living in the moment,” he said. “[We hope you] have a great time here.”  
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C.A.R.E.S. Substance Abuse Support Group

The Community Addiction and Recovery Education & Support (C.A.R.E.S.) Group provides free weekly drop-in support group for 
parents and other concerned family members whose loved ones are using or abusing mind-altering substances.  

Their mission is to provide education, support, access to resources and hope for 
individuals and families struggling with substance abuse or addiction. 

C.A.R.E.S. meets every Tuesday at St. George Orthodox Church, 5490 Main 
St., Trumbull and Thursdays at Echo Hose Ambulance Training Center, 286 
Howe Ave., Shelton. All groups meet 7-9pm. 

For additional locations and information, call 1-855-406-0246 or visit 
www.thecaresgroup.org
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By Patricia Villers
WOODBRIDGE - Dakota Fortier, 12, is a social child, so it was only fitting he 
served as a Connecticut local MDA ambassador at Woodbridge Social Thursday.

He was at the Selden Street restaurant with his family for an annual MDA Lockup 
event to raise funds. 

This is the second year in a row that Dakota served as Connecticut Local 
Ambassador, his mother, Cheryle Elliott, said.

Jailbirds who took part in the event were chal-
lenged to raise $2,000 in “bail money” from 
friends, family and co-workers, Elliott said. 

The funds will pay for children with muscle 
diseases like Dakota to attend Camp Hemlocks 
in Hebron for a week this summer. 

Dakota attends sixth grade at Jonathan Reed El-
ementary School in Waterbury and is an active 
child, Elliott said. “He keeps busy,” she said. 

Dakota has a smile that lights up a room. There were two babies at nearby table who caught his 
eye. His mother said he loves babies and can relate to them.

Before the family arrived at the lockup they had already visited several stores to promote sales 
of shamrocks for MDA. The shamrocks are sold for $1, $5, $10, and $20, 
Elliott said. 

Their route included a stop at Lowe’s in Derby. Shamrocks are sold at a variety of stores as well as in 
Waterbury public schools, where students and staff participate in the fund-raising. 

Follow Dakota and his family on his Facebook page: 

Dakota Fortier’s Adventures

MDA of CT holds ‘lockup’ event in Woodbridge


