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Fundraiser slated at Strand Theatre for Seymour woman
By Patricia Villers
SEYMOUR - The community is invited to a Dinner and a Movie fundraiser next month to
support a resident diagnosed with Stage IV Mantle Cell Lymphoma.
MCL is a rare form of non-Hodgkin lymphoma.
Mary Ellen Kelly has taken a leave of absence from her position as a kindergarten teacher at
St. Mary-St. Michael School in Derby to undergo aggressive treatment for the disease. She
has worked at the school for more than 15 years, as a pre-kindergarten teacher and a kindergarten teacher.
She and her husband, Bob Kelly, have three grown children. Bob Kelly has a chronic illness
and is unemployed.
The benefit, “Kindness for the Kellys,” will be held from 5-11 p.m. March 25 at the Strand
Theatre, 165 Main St. Tickets are $30 and are available at Lizzie’s Corner Consignment and
Gifts, 36 Bank St.
Eliizabeth Anderson, shop owner, said she is the contact person for the event. She can be
reached at 203-888-1030. You can reserve a space and make a donation for the event at her
shop. There are only 250 spots available.

Mary Ellen Kelly

Anderson said the event planning committee is seeking raffle and auction prizes.The fundraiser will feature a pasta bar buffet,
silent auction, dessert, and a viewing of Kelly’s favorite movie - The Sound of Music.
Anderson called Kelly a friend of hers and “a good lady.” She said Kelly was involved as a volunteer with Poeta Strong, a
community campaign to raise funds for Nina Poeta.
Nina, a Seymour High School cheerleader, died Nov. 1, 2014 at 17 from an inoperable brain tumor.
As of Monday, a GoFundMe page created in October had raised $22,300 of its $50,000 goal to support the family.
See their GoFundMe page: https://www.gofundme.com/kindnessforthekellys
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Valley Shakespeare Festival to hold auditions in Shelton
SHELTON - Valley Shakespeare Festival will hold local CT AEA and Non AEA auditions from 11 a.m.-3:30 p.m. March 11 at the
Community Center, 41 Church St., in Craft Room 5, for its productions of Thornton Wilder’s Our Town, and William Shakespeare’s
The Comedy of Errors and Twelfth Night.
Candidates must prepare two contrasting Shakespeare monologues; if skilled on a musical
instrument, please bring it and have a 16-bar selection ready to play.
Candidates may be asked to read from the script and should bring a resume and photo,
stapled together. All roles are open, paid positions available, Equity points offered for
Twelfth Night.
Our Town is a “one-time performance” community event which will be performed on the
evening of May 2 beginning at 7 p.m. in three historic Valley sites.
Rehearsals will run April 24 through May 1, weekdays 7-10 p.m., weekends 9 a.m.-3:30
p.m. at Shelton Community Center.
The Comedy of Errors is a non-Equity touring production which will run from April 24-May 12 with daytime performances.
Rehearsals will be held at the Community Center, April 17-22, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Twelfth Night is a free outdoor production in Shelton’s Veterans Memorial-Riverwalk Park, open to the general public. Four performances run July 13–16.
Rehearsals begin June 26 and continue through July 8, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. in the Community Center; tech rehearsal at venue July 11-12.
AEA SPT Tier II contract for Equity members; Equity points offered for non-AEA performers.
Valley Shakespeare Festival’s 2017 season begins with the latest edition in its Shakespeare in the Bar series, The Merry Wives of
Windsor on Wednesday and Thursday, March 1 and 2 at Caloroso Bar and Eatery, 100 Center St.
Admission is $20 in advance for table seat, $15 for bar seats and $25 at the door. Tickets are on sale now at www.vsfestival.org,
VSF’s Facebook page, and by calling 203-513-9446.
This is a press release from Valley Shakespeare Festival.
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