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Student Participation
Over 1,000 Students = approx. 10% Population

• Ages K-12
• Public and Private Schools
• Art, Civic, and English classes
• Participating Warrenton Schools include:

– C.M. Bradley Elementary
– James G. Brumfield Elementary
– Warrenton Middle School
– Fauquier High School
– Highland School
– Saint James’ Episcopal School

What Do the Kids Think?

“…young people sometimes fly under the 
radar even though they are a huge part of 
our communities and have very different 

needs, perspectives – and tech skills – than 
their parents and grandparents.” 

Planning Magazine, April 2016

Why Ask the Kids?

• 2010 U.S. Census 25.6% under age 18
• Good process calls for authentic 

participation to involve all segments of 
the population.

• Different needs, different perspective
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What were the Students Asked?
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#1 Ranking

Students ranked Town parks as their 
favorite place to be in Warrenton.

The WARF received the most “favorite 
place” vote among students.

A Very, Very Close Second...

“My favorite place 
in Warrenton is 
Carousel…it is my 
favorite place 
because it is the 
only place I can 
walk to.”

Xander, Age 10

#1 Ranking

Students want more activities like a movie 
theater, bowling alley, trampoline place, 
rock climbing, laser tag, roller rink, etc…

A movie theater was the most requested item for 
the future.

Park improvements came in 
as the 2nd highest student 
request for the future of 

Warrenton.
• WARF Improvements

• Extension of Greenway
• Community Gardens

• More Saved Open Space



 
Elementary School Teacher Talking Points 

• Did you know that you live/go to school in the Town of Warrenton? 
• The Town looks like a lopsided circle with the Court House in its center on the hill. The Town is 

the county seat for Fauquier County. (Teacher Note: the boundaries of the Town include the high 
school, WARF and its fields to the west, Home Depot and Walmart to the south, Route 29 to the 
east, and land behind Giant and Safeway to the north. The commercial corridor on Route 29, 
Warrenton Lakes, Ivy Hill, the Community College, and neighborhoods across Route 29 are not 
in the Town.) 

 

• Every town in Virginia is required by the General Assembly to have a “Comprehensive Plan.” 
This document says “who is the Town right now?” and “who does the Town want to be 25 years 
from now?”  

• The Town needs to ask these questions every 5 years to keep the information current. People who 
live and go to school in Town have an opportunity to help the Town answer these questions! 

• That is where YOU come in! Think about what your favorite place or thing is about the Town. 
What is it? And most important, why is it your favorite thing? It could be a building, a field, a 
trail, a store, a road, a house, a meeting place, a tree…ANYTHING! There is no wrong answer. 
This is about what YOU love and why it is important to you. 

• Next, in 25 years you will be a grown up! So you have a stake in what you want the Town to be 
like one day. And you get to have a voice in telling the Town Planning Commission and Town 
Council what is important to you for the future. Think about how the Town might change for the 
better. What does that look like to you? It might mean special buildings, bicycling paths and 
sidewalks, trees, gardens, parks, a certain kind of activity, types of stores…again there is no 
wrong answer! Have you ever been to another place and said “I wish we had that!”? What do you 
wish for in Town? 

• This is important! Because it is the job of the Town to serve its citizens and YOU are one. This is 
your chance to have a voice in your Town. We can’t wait to hear what you think. Thank you so 
much for sharing what is important to you! 



Student Postcard Project Quotes for 2016 Favorite Place 

 

“The best part of Warrenton might be the library. Librar-
ies are usually very cool and modern looking inside and 
out.” 

John, Age 14 

“My favorite place in Warrenton is the greenway trail. Its 
my favorite place because first it has history to it 
and you can go walking or on a bike on the trail. I 
like how it has the red train and the bridge. I like to 
go there with my mom and sister, it gives us good 
bonding time. I enjoy walking the trail and looking 
at nature.” 

Sarita, Age 10 

“I enjoy walking into Old Town with my fam-
ily to go to festivals, lunch or dinner. I am 
also happy I live relatively close to my 
school and recreation.” 

Cavan, Age 16 

“My favorite part of Warrenton is the Court House. I 
like the Court House because it is the symbol of War-
renton.” 

Sacha, Age 6 

“Warrenton is special because it has a police 
station. The police make sure that Warrenton 
stays safe. If we didn’t have the police every-
thing would go crazy. Now it goes smoothly!” 

Alex, Age 6 

 

“My favorite part of Warrenton is the Farmers Market! 
I get to look at a lot of different fruits and veggies and I 
can meet a lot of farmers…I think they could have a 
kids area for kids to play in when the grown-ups get to 
shop by themselves.” 

Riley, Age 9 

“My favorite part in Warrenton is the Old Jail 
Museum…because it’s a really cool part of 
history and I’ve heard it’s haunted…
Whenever I think of it I wonder how the pris-
oners were treated. My opinion is it is the 
coolest place in Warrenton.” 

Gorge, Age 10 

“The 4th of July is fun because you ride bikes or walk 
in the parade.” 

Eli, Age 7 

“I like the walking trails…we can then have 
some time to not think about other things.” 

Ben, Age 9 

“My favorite place is Carousel because you 
can enjoy ice cream while you have your dog 
next to you…you meet new people and meet 
their dogs.” 

Cailyn, Age 10 

“My favorite place in Warrenton is Old 
Town Warrenton because a lot of friendly 
people walk on the streets. There are 
great places to eat…It reminds me of good 
memories that I have made in Warrenton. 
I like the small houses together…there are 
pretty creative designs and great stores. I 
think they could be a little cleaner and 
have a little more paint on the outside. 
More kids friendly shops.” 

Peyton, Age 9 1/2 

“My favorite place in Warrenton is Old Town. It is 
right up the hill from my school…It is so enjoyable to 
walk down the street and you feel that old-timey 
feel.” 

Lindsey, Age 13 

 



Student Postcard Project Quotes for 2040 Vision 

 

“In 25 years, I hope that Warrenton grows in 
size, and advances in tech, all while keeping 
that balance of urban and rural areas. Just 
expanding, not replacing.” 

Ethan, Age 12 

“In 25 Years I would want Warrenton to have 
more trees and flowers. I would love it if War-
renton should have self-sufficient energy cre-
ated through greenhouses, effective recycling, 
and other earth-friendly resources. I love old 
town Warrenton and how it keeps us reminded 
of what America used to look like; it would be 
great to still have this 25 years. In Warrenton I 
love walking around and looking at all the 
beautiful and antique-like buildings.” 

Kohanna, Age 12 

“In 25 years I wish to have a garden area where 
people could plant or pick!...There are 
people who want a garden but can’t…If you 
think about it, it might change lives. I wonder 
if people might become healthier, I want 
a healthier town. Now a days there is so 
much unhealthy foods that are making people 
sick. Our (land) fills are getting full of 
junk food wrappers and etc…I wonder if 
maybe this will help our town become a 
more healthy and clean place.” 

Taylor, Age 11 

“I hope that Warrenton will always stay the 
small town that it is today.” 

Caite, Age 12 

“I hope you can still walk down the street and 
see the smiles on everybody’s faces and feel the 
sense of community.” 

 Hannah, Age 13 

“ I would want a new garden in the neighbor-
hood.” 

Vivian, Age 5 

“Remember the vacant pink building on Culpeper 
Street I was talking about in 2016? Well, now that 
building is occupied and it is mine! I now have my 
donut shop called Rosemary’s and it feels great 
giving back to the community!” 

Rosemary, Age 17  

 

“I like Warrenton right now, but…the biggest 
complaint is there is nothing really entertaining to 
do here. All you can do is shop or eat….I think 
teenagers are most affected by this…there is 
really no where to go for teens.” 

Unknown 

“In 25 years I hope that Warrenton will still be the 
same town it is today- perfect... I think it is very 
classic in the way the stores are. I love all of the 
architecture and the brick buildings. It makes me 
feel like I am in a little country town in the middle 
of nowhere; it gives you that feeling that it’s your 
home. I really hope that doesn’t change.” 

Sofie, Age 12 

           “In 25 years I would like to see better entertain-

ment for older kids. I know there are a 
bunch of places to go, but when we are 
older we won’t go anymore. Sooner of later 
we will be teens and all the entertainment 
is for little kids.” 

Greenley, Age 10 

 



Press Clipping from online, newspapers, and student newletter 
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2016 VML Working with Youth Award 

 

 

“Warrenton’s Student Postcard Project 
was based on the simple principle that 
students of today are the community 
leaders of tomorrow. Through the project, 
the town meaningfully engaged children 
from kindergarten through high school in 
planning for its future as part of the 
public input process for its comprehensive 
plan. In civics, art and English classes, 
students were asked to identify their 
favorite places in town and what they 
hoped their town could be like in 25 
years. More than 1,000 students 
contributed to a stunning display. The 
project succeeded in educating the next 
generation about their role in local 
government and gave them a voice in 
planning for its future.” 


