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Filmmaker finds inspiration in U.P. roots

G

Bobbie Samme’

rowing up
in the Upper
Peninsula
gave Seth
Anderson the inspiration
to become the movie producer he is today.
Anderson, 33, the son
David Anderson, a local
pastor and former chaplain at Dickinson County
Hospital, now lives in Los
Angeles with his brother
Nathan. With their partner
Jason Hagen, they plan to
film a movie shot entirely
on location in the Iron
Mountain/Marquette area.
“Northstar,” a movie
written and produced by
the Anderson brothers as
well as Hagen, will begin
shooting in Iron Mountain
in February.
Lullskull, their production company established in 2006, will produce the film. After two

short films produced by
Lullskull in 2006 and
2008, the partners are
ready for a full length
feature film.
“After our second
short film, we were ready
to grow beyond the
boundaries of a short
movie,” said Anderson.
“We were ready for a one
- to two-hour story, and
we knew our first big
movie would be filmed in
the U.P.”
Born in Minneapolis,
the Anderson family
moved to Iron Mountain
when Seth was 6 years
old. The Anderson brothers were home schooled,
and Seth graduated high
school in 1998.
Filming the movie in
the U.P. was something
that Anderson and his
partners always wanted to
do.
“We have been look-

ing at locations for about recalled. “The thing I
a year now,” said Ander- loved about it was the
son. “A lot of the story is
forest-based.
We will be using
Millie Hill and
then go to areas
where we played
as kids.”
Growing up
on A Street in
Iron Mountain
has been a family tradition for
three
generations.
“My
dad
and my grandfather grew up on
A Street,” recalled Anderson.
“We knew we
were
doing
something with
that street and
that hill, we
were memorializing it. It feels
very natural.”
Anderson
Seth Anderson on a set in Oregon.
recalls his childhood in the U.P.
access to the land and the
“The U.P. is really weather, the changing of
the most interesting place the seasons. I actually
where we grew up,” he liked winter; I didn’t

mind that it would last
longer. Millie Hill was

our playground, our staging for what would become our creative playfields. Having family in

our lives for most of my
adult life built my pathway
into adulthood. I
feel like we had a
good life with
them.”
Anderson and his
partners will be
setting up a temporary office in
Iron
Mountain
sometime in January.
“We
will
then start shooting
in February or at
the latest in midMarch,” said Anderson. “We are
planning to be
there
through
March.”
Anderson is hoping to use Iron
Mountain
High
School as a filming location as
well.
“We will also
Contributed
be filming in
downtown
Iron
Mountain, as well as some
forest areas,” said Anderson. “We have already
See page 13

Legally blind cyclist envisions nearly 800 mile trip across U.P.
Bobbie Samme’

T
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Keith Martin aboard the Friends of the Braumart July 4 float.

o a serious bicyclist, riding more
than 790 miles in
seven days, or approximately 115 miles per day,
is probably not that big a
deal. Now, imagine making that same journey being
legally blind.
For Keith Martin, 42, a
Channing, Mich., native,
the journey will be his biggest challenge to date.
Martin intends to make
a bike ride to raise funds
for Friends of the Braumart
in Iron Mountain as well as
to develop awareness of
macular degeneration, an
eye disorder suffered by
both children and adults.
Diagnosed with macular degeneration in fifth
grade, Martin has no central vision and at times
loses his peripheral sight as
well.

“I was failing all of
my classes,” said Martin.
“My parents and teachers
knew something was
wrong, so my parents took
me to a vision specialist
who diagnosed the problem.”
While Martin’s vision
is quite limited, he is hopeful for a cure someday.
“I know there’s really
nothing they can do, no
miracle thing,” he said.
“I’ve been doing research on it; I know I need
to go see the eye doctor.
That’s on my bucket list to
do after the bike ride.”
Martin, who now lives in
Belvidere, Ill., has always
been a fan of the Braumart
Theater.
“I’m just fascinated
with what they’re trying to
do with the old Braumart,”
said Martin. “I think the
community really needs

something like that.”
Martin said the bike
ride was his idea.
“I planned the route and
approached Duane Peck
about it,” stated Martin.
Peck is on the board of
directors of the Friends of
the Braumart Theater.
“Keith is a dear friend
of mine,” Peck said recently, “He is taking on this
challenge to raise $10,000
by doing this 800-mile or
more bike ride through the
Upper Peninsula. I think
he is a wonderful athlete.”
The ride is scheduled
to begin on Aug. 8 in Menominee, Mich., and end at
the Braumart Theater in
Iron Mountain on Aug. 16.
The ride will be a total of
790 miles in seven days,
approximately 115 miles
per day.
“I will ride four days,
and then get one day off,

then ride three days, then
back in Iron Mountain the
night of the 15th,” said Martin. “The reason we set it up
that way is because the last
leg of the ride is just over
120 miles. It will just be me,
no one is accompanying
me.”
Martin is hoping to cover
a long distance each day.
“I have to average roughly 115 miles a day,” he said.
“I’m hoping to set it up
where anyone can track my
route online, and I would
like to set up a blog, too.”
Martin moved to Belvidere in 2003 after experiencing problems with alcohol.
“I had a drinking problem, and I needed to leave
the area,” said Martin. “I
called my brother in Belvidere, and he said I could
move in with him until I
could get out on my own.”
See page 13
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Seth Anderson from page 12
been working with the DNR for that.”
“We knew the area so intimately, and
we knew we wanted to shoot (the movie)
in the winter,” explained Anderson.
“Visually, we know how to make the
Midwest very distinctive, rather than peo
ple who haven’t grown up in and would
not see it the way we saw it all our lives.
We have a very specific vision of how we
want to capture it up there, the way it
feels.”
“Northstar” will be a film about a
family living in the wilderness after a
mysterious event has devastated the Unit
ed States.
“The storyline itself is from the
three of us,” explained Anderson. “This
then formed into an outline, and we used
that as a base, and I then wrote the script
from that.”
Anderson graduated from UW
Milwaukee in 2003 with a degree in film
production.
“I lived in Milwaukee for another
year after graduation,” recalled Anderson.
“Then I decided to move to Los Angeles
because my friends who are in the same
business were working there, too.”
Having started his film career in mu
sic, Anderson, an accomplished pianist,
knew there was more he wanted to pur
sue.
“I was going for music from my first
year of college,” he said. “I switched
majors and felt like I was being led more
toward a visual medium.”
Anderson compares the switch to a light
bulb turning on
“I switched over to that program and I
loved it,” he said. “I felt like I could
make a viable living (in the visual medi
um), and since a lot of my friends were
opening up a door in Los Angeles, I de
cided to move there and live with Nathan,
who was already living there.”
In Los Angeles, Anderson was able to
connect with others in his field.
“We were all living in the same place,
those early years, pretty much like a lot
of guys,” he said. “We all found a job and
start finding our way there, and now I am
going on my ninth year in Los Angeles.”
By the spring of 2005, Anderson, to

gether with his brother and Hagen, had
produced their first short film, which
was only 13 minutes long.
“In filmmaking in general, when you
are doing it on your own without a
name, you are kind of going against the
grain,” said Anderson. “We all had
(and still have) day jobs. My brother
works as an assistant editor in Los An
geles, and I work as an audio engineer.”
Anderson is pleased with how far the
team has progressed over the years.
“We made contacts from the first
film we made, and that short film
opened some doors for us and led to the
next one, which was a 40minute film,”
he explained. “And that film led us to
the producers we are working with now
for ‘Northstar.’”
Anderson considers himself to be
his greatest challenge.
“You have to listen to your own
voice telling you to either stop or keep
going,” he reflected. “You have to lis
ten to yourself, and if your voice says
keep going, you need to keep going. It
is so easy to stop. You surround your
self with people who are positive.”
As for his greatest achievement, Ander
son replied without hesitation.
“Right now, creative achievement is
finishing the script for Northstar,” he
said. “We could have stopped many
times in the last four years, but we did
n’t. The greatest achievement is that
we have a really good creative family,
both biological and friends.”
Anderson remains upbeat with his phi
losophy on life.
“Surround yourself with positive
people,” he advised. “They amplify
you and you amplify them. That makes
your life so much better.”
“I feel like we are doing our parents
proud,” said Anderson. “We want to
honor them and make sure whatever we
do in the city follows in the continuity
and the example that they’ve given us.”
As far as words of wisdom, Ander
son shared his own personal thoughts.
“I always tell people who are crea
tive to just try out everything that
seems interesting to them,” he pon

dered. “What will happen is you will
sift out what you really like to do, and
you might end up finding yourself to be a
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sculptor all of a sudden, when you never
even knew you could do that. It worked
for me.”

Seth Anderson on the set of a movie.

Jason Hagen, Nathan Anderson and Seth Anderson, three partners in a movie production com
pany, work at a beachfront location.

Keith Martin from page 12
Although Martin is independent, he
cannot drive and uses public transportation.
“I am on my own now,” said Martin.
“I have had my own apartment for almost
six years now.”
Even though he is on disability, Martin
doesn’t see himself as limited to what he
can do.
“I am on disability now, and cannot
work,” said Martin. “People say I’m not
disabled because they can’t tell by looking
at me. People think that disability is some
thing visual, like a leg missing. There is
more to disability than just what meets the
eye.”
Martin doesn’t consider himself disa
bled.
“I look at it as a challenge,” he said.
“There’s no limit to what people can do,
that’s exactly the way I feel. I’ve had this
problem all my life, and I don’t let it hold
me back.”
Martin considers graduating high school to
be his greatest challenge.
“I graduated North Dickinson High
School in 1990,” he explained. “Kids used
to pick on me something terrible because I
was different in school. I had to go sit up

front in class, I had to walk up to the
chalkboard to write down the notes, and at
one point I almost dropped out of high
school.”
Visiting the Upper Peninsula is some
thing Martin tries to do every chance he
gets.
“My parents are still here,” he said.
“I have two brothers and a sister who still
live in the ChanningSagola area.”
Martin recalls his favorite memories of
living in the Upper Peninsula.
“I like how laid back it is up there,”
he said. “I love it up north.”
Without question, Martin considers his
greatest achievement to be a 200mile
bike ride he completed in 2000, complete
ly on his own.
“I rode from Iron Mountain to the
Mackinaw Bridge, and that took me 13½
hours,” he said. “That included stopping
for breakfast, lunch and dinner on the
bike. I did this by myself. It’s just some
thing I always wanted to do. I did it, and I
called it my double century ride.”
Working on the computer, while defi
nitely a challenge, is something that Mar
tin also enjoys. He uses the magnifying

feature on the computer and jokes about
how close he gets to the monitor.
“I wash the screen with my lips and I
dry it with my nose,” he quipped.
Martin encourages anyone with a disability

of any kind to push forward with their
goals.
“Don’t let anything hold you back,” he
said. “I’ve never met a physical goal that I
couldn’t reach.”

Macular degeneration doesn’t stop Keith Martin from pursuing
his passions, one of which is bike riding.

