
away the solemnity of the day? 

It might seems so. But on the begin-

ning of this Lenten journey, we want 

to invite all who seek God to walk 

with us. The glitter + ash is an open 

invitation to the LGBTQ community to  

be seen by God and everyone as peo-

ple of faith.  

Glitter, rather than trivializing Lent, 

engages us all as seeing Lent as a time 

that brings new life, a time that makes 

us shine. Even Jesus,  in Matthew 6, 

calls us to shine, saying: “when you 

fast, put oil on your head and wash 

your face, 18 so that it will not be ob-

vious to others that you are fasting.” 

While Lent is a time for deep reflec-

tion, it is also a time of joy.  We are 

invited eery year to walk with Jeus in 

a close and intimae way. And at the 

end of this journey, we receive the 

assurance that we are loved, eternally 

children of God. It is surely something 

to smile about, something to make us 

shine.  

Please join us on Ash Wednesday, 

March 1 and throughout Lent to 

the great celebration of Easter.  

Shalom, Pastor Grace 
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  Grace Notes 

"Lent comes providentially to reawaken 

us, to shake us from our lethargy." -- 

Pope Francis  

Wednesday is Ash Wednesday. It is the 

beginning of Lent. = forty days of reflec-

tion, prayer, and repentance. 

This year we are doing things a bit differ-

ently  on Ash Wednesday. The sanctuary 

wil be open from 10am—1pm for people 

to receive “Ashes to Go.” There is not a 

formal service, but folks are welcome to 

take some time to pray as they wish. It 

opens the opportunity to wear the mark 

of discipleship, humility, and desire for 

forgiveness throughout most of the day. 

We will, of course, have our traditional 

service at 6pm. It will be quiet and reflec-

tive.  

We will also offer both our traditional 

ashes, created by burning the palms we 

carried last year during our Palm Sunday 

observance and glitter + ash.  

Why glitter + ash? Doesn’t that take 
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It’s Time to Eat! German Dinner Set for Saturday, March 4 

The menu is set. We’ll be serving German sausage, 

sauerkraut, red cabbage, spaetzle and cheese, rye bread, 

knoephle, and kuchen. The sausages and sauerkraut will be 

purchased, but the other items will be home-made. Recipe cards are available from 

Melisa Toepke-Peterson.  

A sign up sheet for donations and jobs is ready and waiting for you to volunteer. 

We need all hands on deck to make this a successful dinner.  

We also need everyone to sell tickets. They may be picked up in the office.  

Adults - $12   

Children 3-12 - $8 

Children under 3 - Free 

You can help get the word out by picking up flyers and posting them at work or in 

other locations. Also, go to our Facebook Event page and share our event with your 

friends: https://www.facebook.com/events/1866852110267049/,  

Help Needed for Youth Group -Two 
women, 18 or older, to help get our youth 
group started. We must have leaders of 
opposite gender to maintain a safe church. 
Contact Paul Murray at 701-566-7234 Or 
murrayp44@gmail.com Let’s build a small, 
strong youth ministry!  

Easter Egg Hunt 

Saturday, April 8 - 10:30am - Noon 

We welcome all children to age 12 for a fun-filled 

morning. Invite your neighbors! 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Judy Maxson at 701-235-5294 for more 

information or to help out. 

            Rye Bread for German Dinner 

If you are providing German Rye bread 

for the German Dinner and don’t have 

the time to bake it, Richard Jensen has 

arranged an order through Breadsmith 

at about $5 per load. Call Breadsmith no 

later than March 2 and tell them you are 

adding to the Plymouth Church order. 

Richard will arrange for pick-up. Be sure 

to contact him at 

r.l.jensen1112@gmail.com. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1866852110267049/


Ash Wednesday Service  

March 1 - 6pm 
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. It is a time 

for introspection and prayer. It is also a sign of our hope in 

the Resurrection of Jesus and the faith that the Kingdom 

of Heaven is near to us. 

Our Ash Wednesday service will offer an opportunity for 

quiet reflection, prayer, and confession. Those who attend 

may receive the sign of the cross marked on their fore-

heads with ashes. This is a reminder of our own mortality, and it is also a visible statement in our belief in 

the grace of Jesus Christ.  

We will also open the church from 10am - 1pm to offer “Ashes to Go.” This is a time when people are invit-

ed to come, receive ashes, and pray for as long (or short a time) as they wish. In addition to traditional ash-

es, glitter ashes will be available to those who wish to receive them, as a sign that we do not fear death, but 

shine with hope. Glitter ashes are also a sign of radical welcome to LGBTQ+ Christians and seekers. 

Diving Lessons—Still-Speaking Lenten Devotional  

Dive deeper into your Christian experience! "Diving Lessons" offers a fresh col-
lection of unique Lenten devotions that includes insightful scripture reflection 
and prayer. This faith strengthening series fosters an opportunity to prepare 
for the affirmation or reaffirmation of our baptism in Christ.  
 
The Coffee and Tea are Hot & So Are the Muffins! 
We will offer a gathering each Saturday morning during the Lenten Season at 8:30 AM for about an 
hour. Each Saturday, March 4 thru April 15, 2017  
 
Stand Firm on the Rock of Jesus at Plymouth!!  Richard Jensen facilitates the conversation. Be sure to 
invite your friends and neighbors. Postcards are available  to send as invitations. 

Additional Scripture Readers for Lent 

During Lent, our scriptures will be presented as dialogues between the characters in the stories. Scripts 

are available now for any who are willing to bring the scripture to life.  Here is the schedule: 

March 5—Jesus in the Wilderness—Narrator, Jesus, & the Devil 

March 12— Jesus & Nicodemus 

March 19—The Woman at the Well—Narrator, Jesus, The Woman, Disciples                    cont’d p. 4 
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We leave judging to God 

“The mission of this church is to share God’s 

word by caring for others, giving of our many 

gifts to help each other, and to be accepting 

of all God’s creation.” 

Come worship with us Sundays @ 

10:30am. No matter who you are, or 

where you are on life’s journey, you’re 

welcome here! 

We’re on the web!      www.plymouthfargo.org 

www.facebook.com/plymouthfargo 

Twitter @plymouthfargo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day of Discernment March 

18 Our Annual Day of Dis-

cernment is scheduled for 

Saturday, March 18 from 

10am-3pm. Come for the 

whole day or part. Lunch is 

provided. Child care is availa-

ble.  

We will take the themes from 

the Appreciative Inquiry In-

terviews and together make 

a plan for the future of the 

faith community at Plym-

outh!  

Cont’d from p. 3  March 26—Jesus Heals a Man Born 

Blind— Narrator, Jesus, the Man, Sadducees, Disciples, th 

people  

April 2—The Valley of the Dry Bones— Narrator, Ezekiel, the 

Eternal One (Voice of God) 

On April 9 we will have our Palm/Passion  Sunday Service. 

We will need as many participants as are willing.  

Contact Paul Murray at 701-566-7234 or 

murrayp44@gmail.com 

 


