
 

   

EDWARD E. RUSSO 
 

3060 N. Swan Road, Tucson, Arizona 85712 
Tel: (520) 404-2284 ◊ E-mail: erusso@russolawoffice.com 

 
ACADEMIC BACKGROUND 

        
UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA, COLLEGE OF LAW                                  Juris Doctor, Cum Laude 
Tucson, Arizona (May, 2000) 
 
NEW YORK UNIVERSITY                           Bachelor of Arts 
New York, New York (May, 1997) 
 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
THE RUSSO LAW OFFICE PLLC            Managing Member 
Tucson, Arizona                                                             June, 2014 – Present 
 
o Represent individuals and corporate entities in state, federal and international litigation matters, including 

regulatory issues, white collar defense, internal investigations, contract disputes and arbitrations.  Represent 
individuals in immigration matters, including sports and corporate immigration. 

 
IRAN – UNITED STATES CLAIMS TRIBUNAL        Co-Registrar 
The Hague, Netherlands                                October, 2009 – June, 2014 
 
o Served as Co-Registrar and In-House counsel for the Tribunal, advising on legal obligations under various 

international agreements and privileges and immunities under public international law. Oversaw and advised 
outside counsel in litigation matters involving the Tribunal. Negotiate and reviewed contracts with outside 
entities for services provided to the Tribunal.  Proposed and drafted amendments to the Rules of Procedure 
and Staff Rules. Supervised the functioning of the Registry and the professional and general staff, including 
performance evaluations and leave administration. 
 

o Proposed and drafted Rules of Procedure for Tribunal’s internal administrative dispute resolution mechanism 
in accordance with international labor and employment standards.  Proposed and implemented Registry project 
to digitalize entire Tribunal Archive and create bi-lingual (Farsi and English) searchable database of all filings in 
all cases, and instituted electronic filing. 

 
UNITED NATIONS, International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia             Trial Attorney 
The Hague, Netherlands                          August, 2007 - September, 2009 
 
o Prosecuted indictment against military leaders accused of war crimes, crimes against humanity and grave 

breaches of the Geneva Conventions arising out of military offensive in Croatia.  Led evidence in support of all 
unlawful shelling allegations, including directed-verdict and summation arguments, fact and expert witness 
examinations.  Prepared and presented oral arguments on motions and in closing submissions.  Drafted 
submissions on substantive and procedural issues arising during trial and final trial brief.   

 
o Supervised junior lawyers, analysts and investigators on assignments concerning allegations of violations of the 

laws and customs of war and related issues arising during witness cross-examination.  Led investigation into 
these issues through witness interviews, field missions, on-site investigations and requests for assistance to 
foreign governments.  Liaised with military officials, embassy staff and other representatives of foreign 
governments, national prosecution offices and international humanitarian agencies to secure evidence, access 
to witnesses, waivers of domestic liability and logistical cooperation.  Oversaw disclosure obligations to the 
defense, including supervisory responsibility for trial support unit and communications with opposing counsel 
on all disclosure-related matters.   



 

   

 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, Criminal Tax Division     Trial Attorney 
Washington, DC                                  January, 2006 - July, 2007 
 
o Obtained guilty verdicts by jury in two trials on all counts of indictments against defendants charged with 

conspiracy to defraud and tax evasion in cases involving defendants’ participation in international organization 
which diverted pre-tax business income to secret offshore accounts.  Prosecuted additional cases involving 
conspiracy to defraud, tax evasion, money laundering, bank fraud and wire fraud allegations.   

 
o Litigated pre-trial motions regarding admissibility of evidence, applicability of relevant defenses, potential 

severance of defendants (in multi-defendant cases) and of charges (in prosecutions involving multiple 
offenses), confidentiality and disclosure issues and admissibility of evidence of prior bad acts committed by 
defendants.  Litigated post-trial motions regarding detention of defendants upon conviction, sufficiency of the 
evidence, motions for new trial based upon alleged error by the trial court and sentencing. 

 
o Conducted Grand Jury investigations and presentations. Conducted witness interviews and trial preparation, 

including drafting witness and exhibit lists, jury instructions, proposed voir dire questions, mutual legal 
assistance treaty and extradition requests. Drafted prosecution memoranda detailing all evidence to be 
introduced at trial, the evidentiary basis supporting admission of each item of evidence and the legal theory of 
prosecution for each count charged. 

 
AJILON, INC.                          Contract Attorney 
Washington, DC                                              July, 2005 - January, 2006 
      
o Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP - Performed factual investigation, including research regarding corporate 

acquisition histories and document review, in criminal antitrust case involving global market and customer 
allocation scheme. Drafted memoranda detailing all facts relevant to defenses and elements of alleged antitrust 
violations. Reviewed documents for responsiveness and privilege in trade-splitting, non-cash compensation 
and patent infringement cases.  Performed quality control review of other contract attorneys’ work product. 

 
COCONINO COUNTY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE                                 Deputy County Attorney 
Flagstaff, Arizona                                             January, 2003 - April, 2005  
     
o Prosecuted felony cases, including first degree murders, aggravated and sexual assaults, armed robberies, 

domestic abuses, drug sale, manufacturing and trafficking offenses, theft and other economic crimes.  
Responsible for “racial profiling” appellate litigation and civil forfeiture cases involving the seizure of assets 
used or procured through RICO offenses, including special action and appellate litigation.   

 
o Successfully moved to admit evidence of other crimes, wrongs and acts of defendant in eleven-victim sexual 

abuse case.  Defeated multiple motions to suppress evidence, motions to dismiss prosecution, motions to 
compel disclosure of confidential informants and government information, and motions to quash warrants and 
subpoenas.  

 
BRYAN CAVE, LLP                                    Associate Attorney 
Phoenix, Arizona                                   September, 2000 - December, 2002 
 
o In white collar and other criminal cases, handled all aspects of litigation, including research, motion practice, 

depositions, discovery, settlement negotiation and oral argument.  Successfully litigated motion to compel 
depositions of federal agents in criminal action via filing of separate federal complaint pursuant to the 
Administrative Procedures Act.  In attorney discipline cases, successfully moved to dismiss multiple bar 
complaints and disciplinary actions against private attorneys, including by motions based on selective 
prosecution.   

 



 

   

o In commercial litigation cases, successfully appealed trial court’s denial of motion to dismiss complaint and 
compel arbitration in three million dollar breach of contract action. Defeated multiple motions for summary 
judgment and motions opposing foreclosure by national mortgage institution, including by successfully arguing 
to dismiss fraudulent bankruptcy filings.  In class action cases, researched and drafted briefs opposing class 
certification, and coordinated litigation teams of other associates, paralegals and staff members designed to 
defeat class certification.  

 
PRO BONO & PUBLIC INTEREST ACTIVITIES 

 
THE HAGUE INSTITUTE FOR GLOBAL JUSTICE                    Roundtable Panelist 
The Hague, Netherlands                          February 2014 
 
o Participated in roundtable discussion under the Chatham House Rule regarding recent appellate decisions of 

the United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in Prosecutor v. Perisic and 
Prosecutor v. Gotovina. 

 
UNITED NATIONS, ICTY                        Trial & Appeal Consultant 
The Hague, Netherlands                                    May 2010 - May 2012 
 
o Advising prosecution on trial strategy and cross-examination of defense witnesses in pending trials.  Consulted 

on prosecution’s review of trial judgment, drafting and editing of prosecution’s response to defendant’s appeal 
brief, and drafting and editing of prosecution’s brief in opposition to amicus curiae. 

 
PEACE AND JUSTICE INITIATIVE                     Editor 
The Hague, Netherlands                                       2011 
 
o Reviewed draft ICC Bill of the Federal Republic of Nigeria for compliance with requirements of the Rome 

Statute of the International Criminal Court, proposed revisions and contributed to position paper summarizing 
recommendations. 

 
ERASMUS UNIVERSITY                    Guest Lecturer 
Rotterdam, Netherlands                                       2011 
 
o Lectured European LLM and law students on State responsibility for criminal violations of international law 

and the procedures and standards of proof in ad hoc institutions established to resolve inter-state claims for 
such violations. 

 
 

PROFESSIONAL LICENSES
  

Supreme Court of Arizona, admitted 2001 
U.S. District Court, District of Arizona, admitted 2001 

Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts, admitted 2004 
District of Columbia Court of Appeals, admitted 2005

 
 

REFERENCES  
      

Mark I. Harrison, Senior Partner, Osborn Maledon (mharrison@omlaw.com), 602-640-9324 
Stephen M. Dichter, Senior Partner, Cristian, Dichter & Sluga (sdichter@cdslawfirm.com), 602-253-5808 

Michael J. Lessler, Chief Deputy County Attorney, CCAO (mlessler@coconino.az.gov), 928-679-8237 
Ronald A. Cimino, Chief of U.S. DOJ Criminal Tax Division (ronald.a.cimino@usdoj.gov), 202-514-2915 

Alan S. Tieger, Senior Trial Attorney, United Nations ICTY (tieger@un.org), +31-70-512-5588 
The Honorable Rosemary Barkett, Iran-United States Claims Tribunal (rbarkett@gmail.com), 305-345-7591 
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