
Bills Concerning Medicaid Waivers and Services 

- Conference Committee on State Budget 

The Legislature is currently in conference committee to decide on the state budget, so it is the 

perfect time to contact members of that committee to let them know that funding for the 

Medicaid waiver interest lists must be included in the budget. Medicaid waivers fund 

necessary community-based services, like what we do at Summerhouse, but the waitlist for a 

waiver in Texas is over 10 years, as many of you know all too well.  

The Arc of Texas created a great resource for you to learn more and easily share a message with 

the members of the conference committee about funding Medicaid waiver slots. Please act now! 

- HB 2453 / SB 1139 

This bill would offer much needed protections for Texans who receive Medicaid services 

managed by Managed Care Organizations (MCOs), like Amerigroup, United, and Molina. This bill 

is the response to an investigation by the Dallas Morning News about how MCOs have 

systematically denied services to Texas Medicaid recipients. It’s important to note that MCOs 

are also responsible for determining eligibility for long-term services for adults with IDD who do 

not have a waiver, including services similar to Summerhouse. Houston Representative Sarah 

Davis authored this bill, which will soon be voted on by the House before moving to the Senate. 

- HB 4543 

This bill would also tackle issues concerning MCOs and services for individuals with IDD. HB 4543 

would delay the transition of the management of Medicaid waiver services (HCS, CLASS, TxHml, 

etc.) to MCOs. This bill is a response to an advisory council’s findings that there has not been 

adequate testing or preparation for this transition, especially given apparent issues with the 

delivery of other Medicaid services already under MCO management (see HB 2453). The House 

will soon vote on this bill. 

Take a moment to call your Representative and Senator to let them know how important access 

to effective Medicaid services are for Texans with disabilities, and urge them to pass this bills HB 

4543 and 2453! 

Employment-Related Bills 

- SB 1818 / HB 3916 

In efforts to increase the number of Texans with IDD who receive employment services and 

obtain competitive, integrated employment, this bill would require an employment assessment 

and plan for all individuals who have a Medicaid waiver. It also would establish some important 

performance standards to keep state agencies and service providers accountable. This bill was 

passed by the Senate this week and is now making its way through the House. 

- SB 2038 / HB 4299 

This bill would require the Texas Workforce Commission to explore funding sources for 

occupational training programs for people with IDD and identify high-demand industries in 

which they could work. This bill also passed the Senate this week and is on to the House. 

Call your Representative soon to make sure they hear from you how important employment 

services and opportunities are. Ask them to vote yes to HBs 3916 and 4299! 

 

The Arc of Texas and the Texas Council for Developmental Disabilities are great resources to stay 

informed about legislative issues facing Texans with intellectual disabilities. Be sure to follow them on 

Facebook and Twitter for regular updates and calls to action as we wrap up this legislative session. 

https://thearcoftexas.salsalabs.org/texanswithdisabilities/index.html?fbclid=IwAR2TbkZEXUUODId2Gg2U8QmpOflDSUNrCHrYIfWyDONoBigmlL7FHnAUIRY
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB2453
https://interactives.dallasnews.com/2018/pain-and-profit/#_ga=2.25299065.578123184.1556847080-1087765121.1556847080
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB4543
https://wrm.capitol.texas.gov/home
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=SB1818
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=SB2038
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=SB2038
https://wrm.capitol.texas.gov/home
https://www.thearcoftexas.org/advocacy/
http://www.tcdd.texas.gov/news/


For more information and questions, contact Joanna at joanna@summerhousehouston.org.  

mailto:joanna@summerhousehouston.org

