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For immediate release

Masimanyane hereby announces our withdrawal from any participation in the 61st Session of the United  
Nations Commission on the Status of Women (UN CSW61).

We regretfully will no longer be travelling to New York, nor will we be participating in the panel discussion that 
we had planned for the CSW.

This decision was not taken lightly. We have been holding discussions with women from our continent and 
globally since the first Executive Order passed by President Donald Trump in which citizens from seven coun-
tries were banned from travel to the USA. 

We have serious concerns about the far-reaching impact of the  recent spate of executive orders which serve 
to exclude, demonize and criminalize specific communities in the United States of America (USA) and some 
communities globally, jeopardizing the lives and livelihoods of women. Further impact of the executive orders 
is the denial of the right of women of member states to participate in this global forum. We took this decision 
to express solidarity with, in particular, the women of Libya, Sudan and Somalia, as well as our sisters in Syria, 
Iran and Yemen.

The exclusion of women from countries based mainly in the South, or women who emanate from the South, 
is  deeply troubling to all at Masimanyane Womens Rights International. The attack on their human rights and 
the silence that surrounds these attacks is of grave concern to us. The extreme vetting of women residing in 
the USA and those travelling to or from the USA is reminiscent for us of the apartheid system and brings to 
mind horrendous experiences that many of us have had during the apartheid era. It is with this in mind that 
we have taken the difficult decision to withdraw from UNCSW this year. 

We hope that our partners and colleagues understand our decision and that they will consider the justifica-
tions for it and, where possible, discuss this with relevant role players, particularly decision-makers within the 
United Nations systems and its member states. 

We offer solidarity to the many women who will meet and organise and strategise at CSW61, acknowledging 
that the work you will be doing there is of great importance at this time for the protection and realisation of 
women’s rights. 
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