
 

Education for All: 
A Teacher’s Guide to Differentiation 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
___ 

Learn how to differentiate your lessons to meet the needs 
of all students. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
___ 
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Course Description 
 

This course is suitable for all teachers. The aim of this course is to better equip teachers                 
in the most up to date strategies in order to support all students, particularly students               
who struggle in school. The course is divided into five modules; 

 

 

 

Module 1 provides for an overview of the course along with introductory information             
about special education, including the 13 categories that make up special education. This             
module is intended to lay the groundwork for the rest of the course by exploring the                
categories of special education, the purpose of response to intervention and the idea of              
multiple intelligences.  

In module 2 we will discuss three skills that students struggle with in regards to reading                
and writing; reading comprehension, identifying information and analyzing information.         
We will also discuss a variety of strategies that can be used to in order to target and                  
support students that struggle with each skill, and use those strategies to create a sample               
lesson. This module also incorporates outside articles and a video example of a lesson in               
action so participants can think of ways they can modify a lesson to support all learners.  

Module 3 also identifies specific struggles a student might have, however, this module             
focuses on the STEM classes. The skills that most students struggle with in STEM are               
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conceptualizing and retaining information. In this module we provide specific examples           
for both science and math classes in order to target those skills and support students.               
We will also create a lesson using the strategies covered in order to understand how they                
can be used and implemented in the classroom. Although the strategies in the 2nd and 3rd                
modules are demonstrated with a humanities/STEM focus, they can be used in all classes.  

Module 4 focuses on executive functioning. Executive functioning is a set of cognitive             
processes including the working memory, cognitive functioning and self-regulating skills.          
In this module we will discuss struggles students have with each skill along with strategies               
to support them. Several students struggle with executive functioning skills, regardless of            
whether or not they have a disability. Therefore, teachers can use the strategies learned              
to support all of their students, not just those who have an IEP or 504.  

In the fifth and final module, we will discuss the individualized education plan (IEP),              
Response to Intervention (RTI) and the 504 process. The IEP is a legal document that all                
students with a disability are required to have. In this module we will discuss the legal                
aspects of the IEP, the main components and create a sample IEP. We will also discuss                
the process of RTI and when it should be used, along with the 504 process and why some                  
students might have a 504 verse an IEP. 
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Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes 
 

Upon successful completion of this course, participants will be able to... 

➽ Understand the categories of special education 

➽ Understand the purpose of IDEA and its role in education 

➽ Identify and explain an article on multiple intelligences or special education 

➽ Identify and understand how their students learn best (multiple intelligence) 

➽ Explain how special education and/or multiple intelligences relate to their practice            
and/or students. 

➽ Understand the struggles students face in humanities classes 

➽ Identify strategies to support struggling students 

➽ Analyze a sample class and identify strategies to support struggling learners in that              
class 

➽ Create a lesson using at least two of the strategies learned  

➽ Understand the struggles students face in STEM classes 

➽ Understand the struggles students face with executive functioning 

➽ Explain how students other than those ‘labeled’ might struggle with executive            
functioning 

➽ Understand the laws and components of an IEP 

➽ Understand and create a 504 

➽ Understand and create a RTI plan 
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Course Requirements 

 

For each unit, participants will: 

● Review videos and materials 
● Have the opportunity to attend a one hour weekly virtual hangout  
● Submit an artifact using the tool discussed in the unit 
● Respond to a prompt and post their answer to a discussion forum (Google+) 
● Respond to at least two others on the discussion forum (Google+) 

 

Grades 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Session Products - 40% 

Participation 30% 

Final - 30% 

Participants will receive rubrics for artifacts and participation upon enrollment.   
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Course Overview 
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Module 1 

● Course overview 

● 13 categories of special education 

● Articles 

● Multiple Intelligences 

Module 2 

● Article - RTI Network 

● Reading Comprehension 

● Identifying Information 

● Analyzing Information  

● Teaching Channel Example -video 

● Lesson Sample 

 

 

 

Module 3 

● Conceptualizing 

● Retaining Information 

● Lesson  

Module 4 

● Overview of Executive Functioning 

● Working memory  

● Cognitive Functioning 

● Self-regulating 

● NPR Article 

Module 5 

● Purpose of the IEP 

● Guide to writing an IEP 

● Writing a sample IEP 

● 504  

● RTI  
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Integration of Danielson Framework 
 

This course will strengthen teacher practice in engaging students in learning (3c) since             
teachers will learn how to create lessons that support student learning. According to the              
framework, in order to be highly qualified in 3c a teacher must, “provide suitable              
scaffolding and challenges students to explain their thinking.”[1] Since this course           
discusses struggles students might have in learning, and provides strategies to target the             
skills and support those students, teachers will learn how to structure and scaffold their              
lessons to enhance student thinking and learning. Participants will also learn how to use              
instructional materials and resources that engage students since teachers will learn how            
to design lessons that all students can access. 

This course will also strengthen teacher practice in designing coherent instruction (1e)            
since participants will learn how to create and implement activities that meet the needs              
of all students. According to the Danielson Framework, in order to be highly effective, a               
teacher must create lessons and activities that are “appropriately differentiated for           
individual learners.”[2] Since this course provides a variety of activities and strategies a             
teacher can use to differentiate lessons and understand how their students learn best,             
teachers will enhance their ability to design coherent lessons that all students can access. 

Integration of Standards 
 

This course targets the following Common Core Standards: 
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American Disabilities Act 
 

In compliance with the American Disabilities Act, the video transcripts are available for             
each lesson. Participants who have a condition that might affect their ability to            
complete the course are encouraged to contact info@aquilaeducation.com, so we can           
make necessary and reasonable accommodations in order to ensure your participation           
and completion of the course.  

 

Academic Integrity  

 

Participants are required to complete their own work and submit original assignments.            
Participants who plagiarize will not receive credit for the assignment.  
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