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Purpose of Plan 

This plan shows how Hillyfield Primary Academy intends, over time, to increase the accessibility of our school at the 
Hillyfield on the Hill site and Hillyfield at the Park site, for disabled pupils, staff, parents/carers and visitors. 

Definition of disability 

A person has a disability if  he/she has a physical  or mental impairment that has a substantial and long-term
adverse affect on his/her ability to carry out normal day to-day activities. 

Disability is defined by the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 (DDA) and the Equality Act 2010: 

The Act defines disability as when a person has a „physical or mental impairment which has a substantial and long 
term adverse effect on that person’s ability to carry out normal day to day activities. Some specified medical 
conditions, HIV, multiple sclerosis and cancer are all considered as disabilities, regardless of their effect. 

The Act sets out details of matters that may be relevant when determining whether a person meets the definition of 
disability. Long term is defined as lasting, or likely to last, for at least 12 months. 

Legal background

The  Equality  Act  2010  outlaws  discrimination  by  the  schools  and  LA’s  against  either  current  or  prospective
disabled pupils in their areas to access education. 

Areas of planning responsibilities   

• Increasing access for disabled pupils to the school curriculum (this includes teaching and learning and the wider 
curriculum of the school such as participation in after-school clubs, leisure and cultural activities or school visits) 
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• Improving access to the physical environment of schools (this includes improvements to the physical environment of
the school and physical aids to access education) 

 
• Improving the delivery of written information to disabled pupils (this will include planning to make written 

information that is normally provided by the school to its pupils, available to disabled pupils.  The information 
should take account of pupils’ disabilities and pupils’ and parents’ preferred formats and be made available within a 
reasonable timeframe 

Contextual Information 

The Hillyfield on the Hill site is a modern, two storey building that has disabled facilities and toilets. Wheelchair 
access is available into the main building (all access points) and into the external building (The Lodge, which is 
located at the far end of the large playground for children in year groups four, five and six. All areas of the grounds 
are accessible to wheelchair users. All levels within the building are also accessible with the use of a lift. Disabled 
toilets are located on all levels. The school car park located at the front of the school also has specific parking bays 
for disabled drivers.

The Hillyfield at the Park site is the school’s newest site. The car park is located at the front of the building and has 
specific parking bays for disabled drivers. Accessibility into the building is wheelchair friendly. The ground floor is 
accessible to wheelchair users. The first floor is accessible for children/adults with mobility issues via a lift.

At present there are a number of children with some mobility issues but  are able to access all parts of the building 
without the use of any specialist equipment. There are no parents or members of staff with mobility issues requiring
the use of a wheelchair. 

Car Parks

Disabled spaces are available at both Hillyfield sites. Only parents/carers with an official Blue Disabled Badge are 
granted permission to drive and stop on the school premisis. This is especially important at the Park site where 
school busses require safe access to deliver pupils with identified need to school.

Current Range of known disabilities 

The school has children with a range of disabilities to include moderate and specific learning disabilities, physical 
disabilities, medical disability and hearing impairment disability and Autistic Spectrum Disorder.

The school has a number of children who have asthma and staff members are aware of these children. Inhalers of 
the older children are kept in the classrooms. For children in Reception and Years 1, 2 and 3 inhalers are kept in the 
medical room.

The school has competent First Aiders and Paediatric First Aiders who hold current First Aid certificates. All 
medication is kept in the medical room, which has easy access for First Aiders and staff members. An ‘Administration
of Medicine’ consent form is filled in by parents outlining the illness and the amount of medication to be taken. All 
medication that is given is recorded.

The school kitchen staff on both sites are informed of those children with specific food allergies.
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Hillyfield on the Hill site:

  5 official Healthcare Plans

16 school generated Healthcare Plans

 1 staff trained in Paediatrics

Schools First Aiders including the use of auto-injector 8

 6 Emergency First Aiders

Epinephrine administration  - this is kept in the medical room. Staff aware of where they are kept

Pupil information cards are displayed in the medical room and staff room.

5 trained in diabetes care

Hillyfield at the Park:

 12 Emergency First Aiders  with Paediatric care

 18 Individual Healthcare Plans

15 Paediatric First Aid

5 School First Aid

1First Aid

Increasing access for disabled pupils to the school curriculum

Improving teaching and learning lies at the heart of the school’s work.  Through self-review and Personalised 
Professional Development (PPD), we aim to enhance staff knowledge, skills and understanding to promote 
outstanding teaching and learning for all children.  We aim to meet every child’s needs within mixed ability, inclusive
classes. Children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder who attend the Hillyfield at the Park site and are part of the 
Specialist Resource Provision (learning centre) are allocated a mainstream class but have access to two specially 
designated classrooms that they use each afternoon for specific small group/individual work.

The school actively encourages that all children are enabled to participate fully in all areas of the school life. 
Children have always been encouraged to attend age relevant after school clubs, leisure and cultural activities and 
educational visits. 
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Curriculum

Target Strategies Timescale Responsibility Success Criteria 

To  improve  staff
awareness  of
disability issues

Be aware of staff training needs
on curriculum access 
 
 Provide training for members of 
the school community as 
appropriate

On-going 
and as 
required 

SENCOs Raised staff 
confidence in 
strategies for 
differentiation and 
increased pupil 
participation 

Ensure classroom 
support staff have
specific training 
on disability 
issues 

Be aware of staff training needs

Staff access appropriate 
PPD 

As required SENCOs Raised confidence of 
support staff 

Ensure all staff 
are aware of 
disabled 
children’s 
curriculum access

Set up a system of individual 
access plans for disabled pupils 
when required 
 
Information sharing with all 
agencies involved with 
child 

As required SENCOs All staff aware of 
individuals needs 

Use ICT software
to  support
learning 

Make  sure  software  is   installed/
available where needed 
Wikisites Wiki  sites  and  software
such  as  Dragon  Dictate  for  those
children  with  a  diagnosis  of  a
Specific Learning Difficulty

As required ICT Wider use of SEN 
resources in 
classrooms 

All educational 
visits to be 
accessible to all 

Develop guidance for staff on 
making trips accessible 
 
Ensure each new venue is vetted 
for appropriateness 

Ensure trip risk assessments 
include accessibility
Copy of Individual Health Care Plan
to accompany the child (when 
appropriate)
Necessary medical resources are 
taken on educational visits, for 
example first aid bag etc

As required HT 

Class 
teachers/Year 
group leaders

All pupils in school 
able to access all 
educational visits 
and take part in a 
range of 
activities 
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Review PE 
curriculum to 
ensure PE 
accessible to all 

Gather information on accessible 
PE and disability sports 
 
Seek disabled sports people to 
come into school 

As required PE coordinator All to have access to 
PE and be able to 
excel 

To provide 
specialist 
equipment to 
promote 
participation in 
learning by all 
pupils

Assess the needs of children in 
each class and provide equipment 
as needed, e.g writing slopes, 
alphasmart

As 
required

 Reviewed 
termly by 
SENcos

Children will develop
independent 
learning skills

 

  

Improving access to the physical environment of the school 

Hillyfield Primary Academy is continuing to grow and develop - once full to capacity the school will be a seven form 
entry school across both sites.

Provision, in exceptional cases, will be negotiated when a pupil’s specific needs are known. We keep resource 
provision under constant review.  The schools Improvement planning process is the vehicle for considering such 
needs on an annual basis. 

Physical Environment

Target Strategies Time-scale Responsibility Success criteria 
The school is aware 
of the access needs 
of disabled pupils, 
staff, governors, 
parent/carers and 
visitors  

To  create  access  plans  for
individual disabled pupils as
part of the on entry profile

Be aware of staff, governors 
and parents access needs 
and meet 
as appropriate  
 
 
Through questions and 
discussions find out the 
access needs of 
parents/carers through 
newsletter 
 
Consider access needs 
during recruitment process 
 
Ensure staff aware of 
Environment Access 
Standard  

As required  
 
 
Induction and 
on-going if 
required 
 
 
 
Annually 
 
 
 
 
Recruitment 
process 

SENCO s
 
 
 
 
 

Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
Headteacher 

Provision Maps in 
place for disabled 
pupils and all staff 
aware of pupils 
needs 
 
All staff and 
governors feel 
confident their 
needs are met  
 
Parents have full 
access to all school
activities 
 
 
Access issues do 
not influence 
recruitment and 
retention issues 
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Layout of school to 
allow access for all 
pupils to all areas 

Consider needs of disabled 
pupils, parents/carers or 
visitors when considering 
any re-design  

As required Head/ 
Governors/ 
Site manager/ 
School 
Surveyor 

Re-designed
buildings  are
usable by all 

Ensure all disabled 
pupils can be safely 
evacuated 

Put in place Personal 
Emergency  Evacuation  Plan
(PEEP)  for  all  pupils  with
difficulties 
 

Develop a system to ensure 
all staff are aware of their 
responsibilities 

As required 
 
 
 
 
 
Each Sept 

SENCO s
 
 
 
 
 
 SENCOs 

All disabled pupils 
and staff working 
alongside are safe 
in the event of a 
fire 

Target Strategies Time-scale Responsibility Success Criteria
Ensure accessibility 
of access to IT 
equipment 

Alternative equipment in 
place to ensure access to all 
hardware including hall 
 
Liaise with VI/HI on 
information with regard to 
the visual impaired and 
hearing impaired 
pupils (when required)

On-going and as 
required  
 
Software may 
be 
required 
 

ICT Hardware and 
software available 
to meet the needs 
of children as 
appropriate 

Ensure hearing 
equipment in 
classrooms to 
support hearing 
impaired 
 

Seek support from LA 
hearing impaired unit on the 
appropriate equipment 
/resources

On-going LA hearing 
officers 

All children have 
access to the 
equipment 

All fire escape 
routes are suitable 
for all 

Make sure all areas of school
can have wheelchair access 
 

On-going and as
required and as 
appropriate  
 
 

LA 
 
 
 
 
 

All disabled staff, 
pupils and visitors 
able to have safe 
independent 
access  

 

  

Improving the delivery of written information to disabled pupils 

This will include planning to make written information that is normally provided by the school to its pupils available 
to disabled pupils.  Examples might include hand-outs, textbooks and information about school events. The 
information should take account of pupils’ disabilities and pupils’ and parents’ preferred formats and are made 
available within a reasonable timeframe. 

In planning to make written information available to disabled pupils we again need to establish the current level of 
need and be able to respond to changes in the range of need. The school will need to identify agencies and sources 
of such materials to be able to make the provision when required.
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Information sharing

 
Targets Strategies Timescale Responsibility Success Criteria 

Review information 
to parents/carers to
ensure it is 
accessible. 

Provide information and letters
in clear print in 
“simple” English 
 
School office will support and 
help parents to access 
information and complete 
school forms 
 
 

On-going 
 
 
 
 
On-going 
 
 
 
 
 

Headship Team 
 
 
 

School Office 
 
 
 
 

All parents receive 
information in a 
form that they can 
access 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Improve the 
delivery of 
information in 
writing in an 
appropriate format 

Provide suitably enlarged, clear
print for pupils with a visual 
impairment 

As required Office Excellent 
communication 

To ensure that 
parents who are 
unable to attend 
school because of a
disability or illness 
can access parents’ 
evenings

 Information shared by 
telephone
Involvement of the 
Home/School Support 
Worker
Meetings arranged at a 
more mutually convenient 
time

As 
required/termly

Office All can access 
information about 
the school 
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