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SHARING LIFE AT FIRST BY PASTOR BOB BENDER ON APRIL 23, 2017 

“FEARING GOD” FROM NEHEMIAH 5:14-15 

LAUNCHING INTO LEADERSHIP NEHEMIAH LIFE MESSAGE SERIES 

 

 What do the following people have in common—Nehemiah, Noah, the Hebrew midwives, Moses, 

Joshua, the Proverbs 31 godly woman, Mary, the crowd at Jesus’ healings, the 12 disciples, the 3000 new 

believers in Acts 2, the refined church in Acts 5, the growing church Acts 9, Cornelius in Acts 10, the new 

Ephesian believers, and one of Jesus’ last words to the church in Revelation?  

 As we continue in our journey through Nehemiah on launching into leadership, let’s turn to Acts 

9:31—the key verse relating to God’s vision for our church. God wants His church to grow in three ways—

encompassing balanced church growth.  God wants those in His church to grow closer relationally— 

“enjoyed peace.” God wants those in His church to grow deeper spiritually— “being built up.” God wants 

His church to grow larger numerically— “it continued to increase.” Did you notice what the two conditions 

were before the church grew larger numerically? They were “going on in the fear of the Lord (purity) and 

the comfort of the Holy Spirit (power).” The word for going on is the word for transport—moving from 

one destination to another. What moves us from the destination of hell to heaven? What moves us from 

stagnant church apathy to dynamic church growth? The common denominator to the list of the stellar 

characters I cited and one of the reasons why the church in Acts 9 grew numerically is this: Fearing God. 

Now to our text—Nehemiah 5:14-15 concerning fearing God.      

 In these verses, Nehemiah avoided using his privileges as governor (v. 14) and he avoided abusing 

his privileges as governor (v. 15) taking his leadership role seriously. He was motivated by, “I did not do 

so because of the fear of God.” We should not be surprised, as this was Nehemiah’s motivation in 1:11 as 

one “who delights to fear Your name” and his challenge to his Jewish brothers in 5:9. Fearing God kept 

him from sinning. Are you kept from sinning? If not, then you do not fear God.   

 Listen to this testimony of Ras Robinson. “I met Jesus through the preaching of a Methodist preacher. 

To me, the Lord was powerful, holy and just. From a heart of love I wanted to obey him, but if my heart 

resisted obedience then the fear of the Lord and the consequences of disobedience would take over and 

motivate the obedience putting an urgency on holiness and purity. Later I became a Baptist. I was told God 

loves me no matter what I did. Soon somehow my quest for obedience waned as I heard more and more 

about grace. But it was hard to believe that just being and enjoying Him was all the God required of me. 

So, I ask myself this question: ‘Since I am under grace in the new covenant, am I still to have a fear of the 

Lord as was seen in the old covenant?’ What is it that motivates obedience in us––fear or love?”1 Let’s see 

if we can answer it for him and perhaps for you and me.      

 I have a fear to confirm and a failure to confess to you today. My fear is that we have lost the fear of 

the Lord—a core value of the early church that was one of the keys to its phenomenal growth. My failure 

is that I as your leader am guilty of losing it as well—just like my friend Ras.  

 Now there are two kinds of fear to be sure. There is the destructive fear of our negative emotions as 

well as fear from Satan. Then there is wholesome fear of the Lord recognizing that He is not only loving, 

but holy. That is why we are told to fear God over 150 times in the Bible.  

 When church members lose the fear of God, death rather than life characterizes our lives and churches, 

God’s sexual standards are replaced by the world’s, ungodly attitudes and actions are tolerated within the 

church, the world’s methods replace God’s methods for church growth, taking worship services lightly, 

having no sense of regret for the sins we commit, we become grace abusers, treating God’s kids with 

character assassination, judgmentalism with no intention of making it right, and leaving church with willful 

sin in our lives, and some churches are even led by those who are without the fear of God (Jude 12). 

Sometimes Beverly and I will discuss a Christian who is acting badly. Beverly would often say, “Well, if 

I were them doing what they are doing, I would be shaking in my boots!”  The problem is that so many in 

sin have no fear of God.  
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 One may say that what we need is more Bible knowledge. I disagree. What we lack is not knowledge 

of the Bible. What we lack is fear of the Lord. “Because of the fear of the Lord, men depart from evil” 

(Pro. 16:6). Conversely, the one thing that characterized the reprobate world without Christ summarized 

in the first 3 chapters of Romans is this: “There is no fear of God before their eyes” (Rom. 3:18). There is 

no fear of God in the land because there is no fear of God in the church. There is no fear of God in the 

church because there is no fear of God in our lives. There is no fear of God in our lives because there is no 

fear of God in our hearts. Jack McGorman wrote, “The man who loses the fear of God will by default be 

gripped by a thousand lesser fears.” Solomon knew all too well what he wrote, “The wicked flee when no 

one is pursuing, but the righteous are bold as a lion” (Pr. 28:1).  

 Now fearing God is unpopular preaching to be sure. Many feel that fearing God is old covenant stuff. 

Others feel that fearing God is old-school passé, “fire and brimstone” preaching. Others feel our culture 

needs to hear more of the grace and goodness of God. We are seeing where that emphasis is getting us—

churches and Christians compromising their values everywhere.    

 How can we fear the Lord?  /Be sure we are serving the right God. The way you view God is the 

way you are going to live your life. Many are embracing “a one-sided, out of balance God.” We are to pray 

to “Our Father” as well as “hallowed name.” We are to “love mercy,” but we are also to “do justly.” We 

are to see God as holy as well as worship Him as loving. A balanced God is one who is equally holy and 

loving as we embrace them both equally. C. S. Lewis wrote in The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, 

referring to Aslan the lion—a picture of Christ as both good and terrible at the same time. We live in a day 

similar to Jeremiah’s when the false prophets were applauded and the true prophets were opposed. One 

might say, “You are just scaring us with that Old Testament angry God stuff!” What about I Peter 1:17? 

“Conduct yourselves in fear (of God) during the time of your stay on earth.” Are you here “during the time 

of your stay on earth?” Then, fear God. 

  We have a generation of Christians who have never been taught “the fear of God.” They have 

convinced themselves that people only need to hear of God’s love, mercy, and kindness accompanied with 

unconditional acceptance of their lifestyles. O.S. Hawkins writes; “This ‘new trendy gospel’ has replaced 

the ‘New Testament gospel.’ The New Testament gospel places emphases on self-denial; the new trendy 

gospel has self-fulfillment as its main objective. The New Testament gospel has its focus on Christ and 

His plan of redemption; the new trendy gospel has its focus on man and his need for happiness. The new 

trendy gospel sees man as basically good and in need of fulfillment in life while the New Testament gospel 

sees man as a sinner in need of a Savior.”2 The result of this new trendy gospel is not a gospel at all but a 

false gospel. The result of this new trendy gospel is a false grace. The result of this new trendy gospel is a 

false God. One of these days they are going to stand before God in judgment and He is going to ask them, 

“What were you thinking misrepresenting Me so?”   

 How can we fear the Lord? //Remind ourselves of the definition of Godly fear. Some say that fear 

is merely reverential awe. However, the same Hebrew word (dread) and the same Greek word (phobia 

from which we get our word fear) used to fear other negative things are used with reference to fearing God. 

You can call it what you want, but we are commanded throughout the Bible to simply fear God. Words 

like “terror, fright, dismay, astonishment, agony, trembling, and dread” are used in God’s Word to describe 

our response to God—along with, of course, devoted love.  

 What is the fear of God? John Piper defines fearing God like this: God is so powerful, so holy and so 

awesome that you would not ever dare run away from Him but run to him.”3  

 Bill Gothard defines the fear of the Lord as, “The continual awareness that I am in the presence of a 

holy, just, and Almighty God, and that every thought, word, action, and deed is open before Him and is 

being judged by Him.”4  

 My definition is this: The fear of God is that motivating power in my life that keeps me from 

displeasing my loving Heavenly Father (1 Jn. 4:17-19). How about perfect love casting out all fear? It is 

only as we live in perfect obedience to a holy God that we experience perfect love to a loving God 

thus casting out fear as fear involves punishment. Augustine said that a needle pierces the cloth but 
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brings thread with it and when the needle is gone, the thread is left behind. The needle makes room for the 

thread. The fear of God is the needle and the love of God is the thread. The fear pierces the heart painfully 

but it makes a place for the love and when the fear is gone the love remains.  

 How can we fear the Lord? ///Remember the promises of God to those who fear Him.  What if I 

could guarantee that you could experience the following today? 

 treasures of riches, honor and life (Pro. 22:4; Is. 33:6— “the reward of humility and the fear of the  

  Lord are riches, honor and life/the fear of the Lord is his treasure”)  

 numerical church growth (Acts 9:31— “in the fear of the Lord they continued to increase”) 

 overcoming sinful habits (Pro. 16:6— “by the fear of the Lord one keeps away from evil”) 

 becoming wise (Pro. 9:10— “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom”) 

 having a longer life (Pro. 10:27— “the fear of the Lord prolongs life”). The oldest person in the  

  world is a lifelong Baptist from Jamaica.   

 a united heart (Ps. 86:11— “unite my heart to fear Your name”) 

 contentment (Pro. 15:16— “better is a little with the fear of the Lord”) 

 freedom from sexual sins (2 Cor. 7:1— “perfecting holiness in the fear of God”) 

 having no wants (Ps. 34:9— “to those who fear Him there is no want”)   

 receiving daily provision (Ps. 111:5— “he has given food to those who fear Him”)  

 strong confidence (Pro. 14:26— “In the fear of the Lord there is strong confidence”)  

 a satisfied life (Pro. 19:23— “the fear of the Lord leads to life”) 

 fulfilled desires (Psa. 145:19— “He fulfills the desire of those who fear Him”)  

 understanding God’s secrets (Ps. 25:14— “the secret of the Lord is for those who fear Him”)  

 God’s goodness (Ps. 31:19— “great is your goodness for those who fear You”) 

 God’s constant protection (Ps. 33:18-19; Ps. 34:7— “the eye of the Lord is upon those who  

  fear Him to deliver them/and encamps around those who fear Him”)  

 to be sought out for truth (Ps. 60:4— “You have given a banner (of truth) to those who  

  fear You”)  

 to walk in His ways (Dt. 8:6— “to walk in His ways and fear Him”) 

 the Lord’s favor (Ps. 147:11— “The Lord favors those who fear Him”) 

 to be written down in the God’s book of remembrance (Mal. 3:16-17) 

 to be well with you— (Ec. 8:12— “it will be well for those who fear God”) 

 righteousness and wisdom— (Ec. 7:18— “for those who fear God comes forth with both”) 

 great joy— (Ps. 112:1— “how joyful are those who fear the Lord”) 

 to easily submit to others (Eph. 5:21—submit to one another out of the fear of God”)   

 maturity in your salvation (Ph. 2:12— “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling”)  

 persuasively sharing Christ (2 Cor. 5:11— “Knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men”) 

 effectively restoring backslidden Christians (Jude 23— “have mercy with fear hating the  

  garment polluted by the flesh”)  

 freely tithing to the Lord’s work (Dt. 14:23— “tithe… so that you may learn to fear the Lord”).  

 How many of us want to experience one or more of those things? God’s Word states that we can if 

we simply fear God. God wants to bless His children. He does so when we fear Him. “For by these He has 

granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the 

divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust” (2 Pt. 1:4).     

   How can we fear the Lord? ////Continually remind ourselves that our every word and work is 

judged by God to whom we will give an account for all. Now you say, “Wait a minute. ‘There is no 

condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus.’” Sure. As it relates to our consignment to hell. But what 

about Jesus’ words in Luke 8:17? “For nothing is hidden that will not become evident, nor anything secret 

that will not be known and come to light.” What about Jesus’ words in Luke 12:3?  “Accordingly, whatever 
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you have said in the dark will be heard in the light and what you have whispered in the inner rooms will 

be proclaimed upon the housetops.” What about Jesus’ words in Matthew 10:26, 28? “For there is nothing 

concealed that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. Do not fear those who kill the body 

but are unable to kill the soul but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”  

 You may have heard of or watched the TV series, “Caught on Camera?” Guess what? Second 

Corinthians 5:10 says, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ so that each one may be 

recompensed for his deeds done in the body, whether good or bad.” Fear was a good motivator for Paul—

the greatest Christian who ever lived—so it should be good enough for us.  He also wrote, “Work out our 

own salvation with fear and trembling” (Ph. 2:12).  If we lived in the daily reality that a holy God is 

watching and evaluating everything we do for which we will give an account at the day of judgment, we 

would live differently.            

 What difference would the fear of God make in your life? What thoughts would change? What words 

would be different? What actions would cease? What attitudes would be corrected? What motives would 

be purified? What relationships would be made right? What desires would be arrested?   

 When Job was confronted with God’s awesome power, he said, “I abhor myself and repent in 

sackcloth and ashes” (Job 42:6). When Isaiah caught a glimpse of the holiness of God, his first inclination 

was not to run up and give Him a high five. He exclaimed, “Woe is me for I am undone…for my eyes have 

seen the King, the Lord of Hosts” (Isaiah 6:5). When exiled John saw the Lord in all His glory, he 

responded, “I fell down at His feet as dead” (Revelation 1:17). We need to join these saints with a new fear 

of God.  

 God says, “Gather the people to Me and I will let them hear My words, that they may learn to fear 

Me” (Deut. 4:10). God says, “If you receive my words, and treasure my commandments within you, so 

that you incline your ear to wisdom, and apply your heart to understanding…, then you will understand 

the fear of the Lord” (Proverbs 2:1-5). Solomon, the wisest man who ever lived, wrote the book of 

Ecclesiastes to reveal the folly of things many think are fulfilling in life: laughter, liquor, lust, and luxuries. 

At the end of his book, he put it this say, “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter.” What is it? “Let 

us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole 

duty of man” (Eccl. 12:13). The writer of Hebrews writes to Christ followers— “For if we go on sinning 

willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins but a 

terrifying expectation of judgment…The Lord will judge His people. It is a terrifying thing to fall into the 

hands of the living God” (Heb. 10:26, 30-31). Those victorious over the beast in Revelation exclaimed, 

“Great and marvelous are Your works, O Lord God, the Almighty, righteous and true are Your ways, King 

of the nations! Who will not fear You, O Lord and bring glory to your name for You alone are holy?” (Rev. 

15:3-4). So, this week our assignment is simple: fear God! 

 
1Fulness Magazine, January-February 1990, p. 9. 
2The Fear Factor by OS Hawkins, pp. 15-16.  
3http://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/what-does-it-mean-for-the-christian-to-fear-god 

4 The Overlooked Requirements for Riches, Honor and Life by Bill Gothard, p. 5. 

 

Central Idea of Text (CIT): Nehemiah’s life and ministry reflected his fear of God.           

Big Idea of Message (BIM): Fear God.                                     

Major Objective (MO): Commitment                                          

Specific Objective (SP): I desire my hearers to fear God.   

Primarily Addressed Need (PAN): Why should I fear God?  


