22 MAY 2019

AN UPDATE LETTER FROM BEN FREETH, OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR IN ZIMBABWE:
REPORTING ON THE RAPIDLY DETERIORATING SITUATION IN THE COUNTRY

Outspoken Paramount Chief Felix Ndiweni survived an abduction attempt

GENERAL
SITUATION:
Sadly, there is a very significant deterioration in
conditions on the economic front and in the general
situation in Zimbabwe.
very long and chaotic.

Fuel queues are currently
Electricity is sporadic.

Hunger will be a major problem this year with more
than half the population requiring international food
aid.

Prices continue to sky-rocket.

Once again we

have the second highest inflation rate in the world.

THE FUEL QUEUE CHAOS
CONTINUES

THE CRACKDOWN:
The military crackdown has decreased but
unmarked army lorries and police riot vehicles
continue on their patrols as a visual reminder that
any form of protest, however peaceful, will be met
with more killings, torture, abductions,
imprisonments and trials.

Two weeks ago, a dear friend’s daughter was
abducted in a raid by Central Intelligence
Organisation (CIO) operatives at a venue where she
was involved in training teachers about civic rights.
After it was discovered that she and other teachers
were missing, her lawyer father, David Drury, went
to the notorious Harare Central Police Station to
establish if she had been taken there. All
knowledge of their whereabouts was denied by the
police and CIO.

Remarkably though, in a dark

corridor, a CIO member hinted that they were
there.

Dave called in other lawyers to assist, and

A DYING ORANGE TREE WITH A

they refused to leave the police station. Eventually,
SHRIVELLED AND BLACKENED FRUIT IN
after some torture had been administered, his
daughter and others were released. It is situations

MIKE CAMPBELL’S RUINED ORCHARD ON
MOUNT CARMEL FARM

such as these that bring tremendous fear.

that was asked; he was also made to dig holes in

VISITS TO MOUNT
CARMEL:

the hard dry ground with his hands and had his

On three occasions recently I have visited

testicles pulled.

Mount Carmel, the family farm, with

In another instance, a friend who had recently
stayed with us, was abducted and tortured.

Over

many hours he was slapped after every question

At the same time though, we see

God working through them in amazing ways.

television crews.

It is tragic to see the

complete destruction there. The fences are
gone; the roads are non-existent; the
buildings are mostly ruins; the tractors are
wheel-less shells; the 40,000 fruit trees
(mangos and citrus) are dead and our
former workers are hungry.

On the last

occasion, the situation became dangerous,
with henchmen employed by the late ZANU
PF minister’s wife threatening us and we
had to beat a hasty retreat.

Now derelict,

Mount Carmel was taken over violently by
Nathan Shamuyarira, a former information
minister in the Mugabe government.

It

brings into sharp focus the need for the rule
of law to return, for our court judgments to
ONE OF MIKE CAMPBELL’S TRACTORS ON
MOUNT CARMEL FARM IS NOW JUST A
RUINED SHELL

be upheld and for property rights to be
restored.

Without justice, countries fail.

GOVERNMENT
COMPENSATION:
I have been doing numerous press
interviews regarding the paltry 53 million
so-called RTGS “dollars” (currently worth
less than 9 million real US dollars) that
government has put in the budget to
compensate former white farmers.

This is

essentially a propaganda exercise by the
government to try to make it look as
though the compensation issue is
progressing.

To put the RTGS53 million into
perspective, agricultural investor Heinrich
Von Pezold’s arbitration award that was
finalised in 2015 from the International
Center for Settlement of Investment
Disputes amounted to US$196 million.

If

RTGS$53 million (US$9 million) were put in
the budget every year, it would take over
20 years just to settle this single award!
Mr von Pezold’s family’s properties were
protected by Swiss and German bilateral
investment promotion and protection
agreements, which is how he was able to
get this settlement.

LAUNCH OF SOUTH AFRICAN
COURT CASE:
This case involves taking former South African President Jacob Zuma and the South African
government to court for their part in closing down the regional human rights court, the SADC
Tribunal. It is a very exciting development in the long and difficult series of steps to get justice. I
went to South Africa last month to launch this new case. The first 11 dispossessed Zimbabwean
farmers and agricultural businesses who are applicants have put in a claim in for R1.9 billion.
Since then we have been busy getting other farmers on board. Unfortunately Tuesday 11 June is
the deadline for others to join the case. The over-riding strategy is to influence the re-opening
of the SADC Tribunal. Our patron, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, championed this cause previously,
but as he gets older we need another such leader to champion justice in southern Africa. Without
solid and uncorrupted justice systems in the region, we will not progress as a continent and
people will remain poor and hungry.

Gordon Putterill:
Indicative of the lack of justice in Zimbabwe,
Gordon Putterill (owner of Bally Vaughan
Game Park Elephant Sanctuary outside
Harare) is still fighting to get the full
transcript of his case delivered to the High
Court in Harare for his appeal.

He was

unjustly convicted of attempted murder
when he tried to stop the theft of a 25-year
old elephant he had raised from an orphan
calf. A South African game capture unit was
used in this regard.

We continue to assist

Gordon with the case.

A High Court order

compelled the magistrate to deliver the full
transcript, but he has not done so.

The next

step will be to try to hold the magistrate in
contempt of court.

Please pray for him and

his wife, Debbie.
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Chief Ndeweni

Paramount Chief Felix Ndeweni, who spoke
at our event at the Royal Geographical
Society in London last year, has been under
severe attack from the government for
speaking out against moves to evict popular
photographic safari operators Brian (Buz)
and Carol Davies from their home and lodge
in his chieftainship area.

We have been

very involved in getting press to cover this
case.

It is essentially a test case to

establish whether Zimbabwe is really “open
for business” or not. Other white farmers
also remain under attack.

The trouble is,

until Zimbabwe recognises the SADC
Tribunal’s Judgment in the Mike Campbell
case, any farmer on nationalised land
immediately becomes a “criminal” who can

Chief

Ndiweni

celebrate

and

the

Brian

success

initiative

in

Davies
of

an

spend up to two years in jail for remaining
in his home.
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The Gift Konjana electoral case:
As a result of our pressure, Friday 24 May has at last been set in the Supreme Court for this rather
extraordinary case.

Gift Konjana (Movement for Democratic Change party), who also spoke at our

Royal Geographical Society event last year, won the most votes in the Chegutu West Constituency
during the 2018 elections. However, the runner up, the ZANU PF ruling party candidate, Dexter
Nduna, was announced the winner! The Zimbabwe Electoral Commission confirmed to me in writing
that a mistake had been made, but nearly a year on, this has not been rectified.

Dexter boasted in

Parliament recently that he had killed people that he did not even know. Such a boast in
parliaments around the world would be immediately investigated. Unfortunately, when a culture of
impunity reigns and justice is denied, boasts of this nature are not investigated.
the case at the end of this week.

Please pray for

Foundations for Farming
Courses:
We continue to assist many
former farm workers’ children
and orphans to go to school and
to at least learn to read and write
- something so key for any child
in the modern world.

Our Open-Pollinated
Seed project:
This season has been very hard, with
only half the normal rainfall recorded.
Many crops have failed completely,
but we are happy to report that our
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seed project has gone very well,
despite all the difficulties in getting
enough water. We had to use treated

authorities

Foundations for Farming Courses:
We ran two very successful conservation agriculture courses recently.
At the end of the second one, we were able to involve local authorities
and managed to attract more than 500 people to our conservation

sewage water from the municipal
ponds, for which there was much
competition due to the lack of other
water generally! However, we are very
hopeful that we will have a good
harvest next month and will be able to
bless several thousand additional

agriculture field day. This was a great breakthrough!

families with enough seed to grow

Cyclone Idai:

sufficient food to feed themselves in
the coming year. It is a tremendous
joy to be able to contribute in this

This cyclone was the worst ever recorded in the entire southern

way - especially after such a hard

hemisphere. We recorded 3 feet of rain in 3 days in the Vumba

season when so many crops have

district of the eastern highlands bordering Mozambique.

failed. What is even more

Further

south in the mountaineous Chimanimani district, over 300 people

encouraging is when those recipients

were killed and there was massive damage. Seed from our Open-

bless their neighbours with a gift of

Pollinated Seed project will be sent to some of the communities. We

open-pollinated seed for them to

also helped Pastor Patrick Mugadza go to the affected areas to

grow their own crops. Thank you so

identify and assist many of those in need.

much to those who are assisting so
generously with this project.
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OUTWARD BOUND SCHOOL
TAKEN OVER:
We have been involved in trying to assist the famous Outward Bound School whose property
has been taken over by the local MP in Chimanimani. It is disgraceful that children are no
longer able to benefit from going on the exceptional Outward Bound programme at the
historical Outward Bound base. This is the third oldest Outward Bound School in the world
outside the UK! The Outward Bound programme is now having to operate on alternative
premises in different locations around the country.

GERMAN DOCUMENTARY
FILM:
We featured in a German film showing life in Zimbabwe as it is now, through the eyes of three
school boys at Falcon College and their families. Our son Stephen was one of the boys chosen.
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A BIG THANK YOU:
Once again, a sincere thanks to everyone for your part in helping us in our challenging quest to
restore justice and restore people in Zimbabwe.
living so far away want to help.

We are very humbled that so many other people

Thank you!

Ben Freeth
Executive Director
Mike Campbell Foundation
Harare, Zimbabwe
Mobile:

+263 773 929 138

E-mail: benfreeth7@gmail.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MikeCampbellFoundation
Website: www.mikecampbellfoundation.com

