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Monday, January 19 
 
Jason Brennan, Professor of Strategy, Economics, Ethics, and Public 
Policy, Georgetown   

The Classical Liberal Idea 
Most people have a cartoon image of who libertarians are and what they 
espouse. The cartoon holds that libertarians glorify selfishness, ignore the 
reality of market failure, care about liberty at the expense of everything else 
that matters, and are just out to protect their pocketbooks. This session seeks 
to correct these misconceptions. Related issues: What is the stereotype of 
libertarianism? How much is that stereotype deserved? Why do opponents of 
libertarianism and libertarians have different views of what libertarianism is 
all about? Further, libertarians are often said not to be concerned with social 
justice. Yet Adam Smith revolutionized economics by saying the wealth of 
nations is measured not by the size of the king’s castles, but by the 
opportunity available to the common person. What do libertarians really 
think about issues of poverty and social justice? Would libertarianism leave 
the poor behind? Must we choose between economic liberty or prosperity for 
the poor? We'll explore how libertarians seek to promote positive liberty, 
opportunity, and prosperity for  all  

 

Tuesday, January 20 
 
Jonathan Imber, Professor of Sociology, Wellesley College 
Ordered Liberty 
 
Among the various challenges that face democratic societies committed to 
the broad ideal of pluralism and its representations in both individuals and 
institutions, is what is meant by "liberty".  Among those who identify as 



"conservative," the concept of liberty has over time been addressed in ways 
that seek to impose order on both individual and institutional behavior (i.e., 
what some conservatives refer to as "ordered liberty").  This way of thinking is 
intended to counter the implication that freedom means doing anything one 
wants.  Ordered liberty assumes some sort of guide, whether transcendent or 
secular, that we generally call morality.  We will examine the ways in which 
libertarians and conservatives in particular understand the role that morality, 
however defined, plays in such guidance. 
 
Guy Maclean Rogers, Professor of History, Wellesley College 
The Attack on Free Speech Today: Lessons from the Trial of 
Socrates 
 
Freedom of speech is under attack everywhere around the world today, 
including at American colleges and universities. How and why is this 
happening, and what is the best response to efforts to curtail freedom of 
expression? For my session I would like to lead a re-consideration of the trial 
and execution of the Athenian philosopher Socrates more than 2400 years 
ago. Socrates' trial and execution certainly involved issues of freedom of 
speech and ideas about piety too. The story of Socrates' trial and execution 
perhaps can help us to understand better how and why freedom of 
expression is now under assault. 
 
 
Wednesday, January 21 
 
Flemming Rose, Editor of Jyllands-Posten, Copenhagen 
Free Speech in a Globalized World 
	   
Due to technology and migration, we live in a word that is getting smaller 
and more interconnected than ever before. Every society is getting more 
multicultural, multiethnic and multireligious.  People in a Pakistani village 
who 50 years didn’t know what was going on 50 miles away, now are 
informed about events 5000 miles away, and they may even react to them 
politically. What are the implications for free speech in a world driven by 
identity politics and grievance fundamentalism? Is it possible to uphold the 
UN Declaration of Universal Human Rights including the right to freedom of 
expression or should we in the name of harmony and recognition of 
fundamental differences between cultures give up on some of our civil 



liberties? Looking at cases and examples from around the world, the seminar 
will confront some of the dilemmas that an interconnected and multicultural 
world raise in the 21th century. 
 
Mary Kate Mcgowan, Professor of Philosophy, Wellesley College 
The Philosophical Foundations of Free Speech 
 
This seminar will explore the philosophical foundations of a free speech 
principle with particular attention to the various possible connections 
between speech and harm.  In short, if a principle of free speech is in effect, 
then the regulation of speech must meet higher standards of justification than 
the regulation of non-speech.  This picture involves several related but 
distinguishable questions.  What makes something count as 'speech' in this 
(technical) sense?  Why should it be more difficult to regulate speech?  That 
is, what is it about speech that makes it so valuable? What are the relevant 
standards of justification and are they different for different kinds of 
speech?  Finally, if harm-prevention is the goal, then might different sorts of 
harms and different sorts of relationships between speech and harm affect the 
justification of regulation? 
 
 
Thursday, January 22 
 
James Otteson, Executive Director of the BB&T Center for the Study 
of Capitalism and Professor of Political Economy, Wake Forest 
University    

The End of Socialism 
 
Many people believe that socialism is morally superior to capitalism, if only 
we could live up to its ideals. Even if socialism faces some practical 
difficulties, many argue that those difficulties are nevertheless worth the effort 
to achieve a genuinely moral system of political economy. Before we can 
know whether socialism is worth it, however, we need to know exactly what 
socialism is and just what its practical difficulties are. It turns out that its 
difficulties more substantial than often supposed. In our seminar we will 
explore the practical challenges socialism faces, and then we will investigate 
whether the moral values it proposes—equality, fairness, and community—
justify it nonetheless.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
  
 


