
Ify Ike is an advocate with extensive experience in strategic planning, policy consulting, and social justice 
messaging.  Wearing several hats, Ike has been tapped on the shoulder many times to serve as counsel in the 
private sector, on Capitol Hill, in local and national campaigns, and with several non-profits.  She is currently 
a Policy Advocate with The Innocence Project.  Ike is also the Founder and Chief Problem Solver of Ike 
Professionals, LLC—a policy and social change consulting firm dedicated to exploring innovative policy 
solutions and making ideas happen. 

 

Ike served as counsel on the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on the Judiciary, where her primary 
focus was on civil rights, oversight, constitutional matters, and juvenile justice.  During her tenure with the 
House Judiciary, Ike served on the House Voting Rights Working Group, and worked on the creation of the 
2012 Voting Empowerment Act.  Ike co-authored the House Judiciary Committee Democratic Staff Interim 
Report “Democracy for Sale: Subverting Voting Rights, Collective Bargaining and Accountability under 
Michigan’s Emergency Manager Law.” 

 

As a former congressional policy advisor to the late Rep. Donald M. Payne of New Jersey, Ike served as lead 
staffer on housing, transportation, justice, and foreign affairs.  During this time, Ike organized several working 
groups on Capitol Hill, including the “Haiti Recovery Briefing Series,” which resulted in the Obama 
Administration reprioritizing relief efforts in light of the cholera outbreak in Haiti. Ike assisted with several 
pieces of legislation, including drafting H.Res. 452, which recognizes the importance labor unions play in 
ensuring a strong middle class, and co-drafting the “TIME Act,” which aims to introduce extended learning 
time in public schools

 

Ike has consulted several non-profits of policy, program creation, and branding, including the National 
Council of Negro Women; US Dream Academy; and the National Bar Association.  Known for her timely 
response to domestic and international crises, Ike has created social campaigns which have received notable 
media attention, including "Hoodies on the Hill," in response to the Trayvon Martin tragedy, and "The Black 
Male Experience"—which led to the creation of the Congressional Caucus of Black Men and Boys.  Ike also 
served as a Hurricane Sandy corporate and faith-based coordinator to ensure the basic needs of Far 
Rockaway survivors were met.

 

Ike’s campaign experience includes serving counsel for Obama for America, communications director for 
Maryland State Senator C. Anthony Muse quest for United States Senate, and several local political 
campaigns.
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Believing that all good ideas should flourish, Ike has help the launch of many organizations, including Black 
Women Aligned for Positive Action; JustLeadershipUSA, Inc., a revolutionary criminal justice organization 
which transforms those impacted by the criminal justice system to be leaders in social justice reform; and 
Life Light Street Productions, which uses the art of documentaries to showcase urban issues.  Ike is the 
founder of The Christian Minority Network, Inc; Pink & Brown-a youth outreach program; a board member 
of the Colorado Center for Transformation and Empowerment; a former board member of the Center for 
Children's Initiatives.  Ike is the current President of the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation Alumni 
Association. 

 

Ike was recently named a Walker Legacy Women in Business and Civic Leadership “Rising Star,” a Black 
Enterprise “Changemaker,” an IMPACT leader of the Month, and continues to be recognized for her 
influence and vision.

Ike holds a B.A. and M.A. in Applied Communication Studies from West Virginia University; JD from CUNY 
School of Law in Queens, NY; and a LL.M., with Highest Honors, in Advanced Dispute Resolution and 
Litigation from The George Washington University Law School.
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