
Rugby 

Leinster Junior Cup 2016 

Pres Bray 13   Gonzaga 8 
 

Victory was within the grasp of both teams right to the final whistle of this absorbing 

Leinster Junior Cup match. In the final play of the game, Gonzaga were just a meter 

short of the try line, close to the goalpost, when time ran out on this highly 

competitive contest. Both teams were skilful and competed tenaciously for possession 

of the ball. Pres Bray dominated territorially for most of the match and secured an 

early lead from a penalty after just six minutes. Gonzaga had to defend stoutly for 

long periods, and were fortunate to be just 3 points behind at the interval.   

 

Eight minutes into the match Pres produced their best play of the first half when their 

impressive out-half with a two-man overlap, carried for 30m and was tackled just 

short of the line. From the ruck that followed the prop crossed the try-line but the 

referee spotted a “double movement” and instead of awarding the try to Pres, awarded 

a penalty to Gonzaga.  After 16 minutes the Pres out-half was shown a yellow card 

but unfortunately Gonzaga failed to score while they had an advantage of an extra 

player. One long range penalty attempt by Gonzaga faded left of the up-right after 26 

minutes and so the scored remained 3-nil to Pres at the break.  

 

Throughout the match, the Gonzaga pack worked hard against a heavier Pres pack. 

While the lineouts worked well for both teams, Gonzaga found little opportunity to 

attach off set-pieces. Conor Hennessy who had a fine game at fullback counter-

attacked well on several occasions. From one such attach Arthur Henry was tackled 

high and Gonzaga were awarded a penalty which Jack Connolly converted from 36 

meters to level the match 3-all. Ten minutes into the second half, Pres had an 

unsuccessful long-range kick at goal. Then five minutes later, Gonzaga had their best 

attack of the match. From a scrum in their own half, Rory O’Kennedy came in off the 

left wing to take a short pop pass from Oisin O’Leary Deane. He then pierced the 

cover with his 30 meter sprint and from the tackle the ball was moved quickly to the 

right where a well timed pass put Henry Higgins in space. The winger beat his man on 

the outside and crossed at the right corner flag. The conversion was missed but 

Gonzaga led 8 – 3. 

 

The lead was short-lived as Pres charged back into the game and following two wide 

plays stretched the Gonzaga cover to the point that their big full-back crossed for a try 

in the left corner. The Pres out-half kicked a remarkable touchline conversion to give 

them a 10 – 8 lead. This lead was extended by a short-range penalty late in the game. 

Gonzaga launched wave after wave of attach in the closing minutes and twice came 

within a meter. The match finished 13 – 8 to Pres.  


