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Call for Papers  

	  “Syria: Moving Beyond the Stalemate”	  
The Centre for Syrian Studies (CSS) at the University of St Andrews in Scotland invites paper proposals for 
its annual conference on Syria on the 1st- 3rd of July 2015.   

The conference aims at attracting scholars at all career levels, including post-graduate students, from a broad 
range of disciplines. Original research based on empirical data and/or new theoretical approaches are 
encouraged. Contributions by Syrian scholars are especially welcome. Papers may cover a variety of topics 
and are not confined to the following suggestions: 

• The nature of the Syrian war: actors, identities and interests 
• The Silent and Marginalized voices: Is there a ‘third force/way”? 
• The Islamist opposition and the evolution of Syrian Islam amidst the conflict 
• Regime survival 
• State collapse, violence and the disappearance of borders: the rise of ISIS, sectarian transnationalism, 

and international intervention. 
• The future of Syria: Is a diplomatic solution viable? Is an Iranian-Saudi détente over Syria possible? 

Is a power-sharing formula (or consociational democracy) possible?  

Outstanding contributions will be considered for publication in the Syrian Studies Journal and for inclusion 
in an edited volume to be published by Routledge. 

Eminent scholars, journalists, and policy-makers will also be invited to present their insights on the ongoing 
war in Syria and to consider a solution to the conflict. Senior guests are expected to include Prof. David 
Lesch (Trinity University), Prof. Yezid Sayigh (Carnegie Middle East Centre, Beirut), and Lord Michael 
Williams of Baglan. 

Accommodation and meals will be provided for presenters. Limited travel grants may also be available on 
the basis of need and the quality of the paper draft (hence decisions on this will be made on receipt of 
participants’ conference papers; assistance will normally take the form of reimbursement for full or part of 
pre-purchased tickets; those needing pre-purchase financial help should plan to submit their draft paper 
earlier). At a later date the conference will be open for those not presenting papers who wish to attend at 
their own expense.  

Proposals for papers should comprise the paper title, an abstract (max. 350 words) and a brief CV. 
Applications should be sent by email to Adham Saouli (syrstud@st-andrews.ac.uk). The deadline to submit 
abstracts is Monday, 19 January 2015. Successful applicants will be notified by Monday, 20th March 
2015. All contributors will be expected to provide a full paper draft by Monday, May 18th 2015. 

Centre	  for	  Syrian	  Studies:	  http://css.wp.st-‐andrews.ac.uk/	  	  	  	  	  


