Aussie colours inspire our
- champions
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Maroochydore swimmer
Marayke Jonkers leaves for
the Athens Paralymplc
games on Friday, and she
believes the team will have as
much support as her able-bodied
Olympic Aussie teammates.

The 22-year-old, who made her paralymplc debut in Syd-
nay in 2000, said she was overjoyed by the support that
paralymple sport now had. The 142-strong Australlan
team will compete In Athens from September 17 to 28.
Jonkers sald the Australian team had been provided with
officlal team uniforms for Athens, just like thelr able-bod-
led teammates. The team will also have a large support crew
travelling with it.

Jonkers sald that even something as simple as having
swimming caps showed the athletes something. “In my first
team (Sydney 2000) we had plain yellow caps. Now we have
our names on them and the Southern Cross,” she sald. “It's
Incredible. it just really inspires you to be an Aus-
tralian and walk out and wear it all,” \ rﬂ
Wheelchair basketballer Alison - !
Mosely and sports sclen-
tist Brendan Burkett
are also heading
for Greece,
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