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Erick Wolke and Richie Harris at the 
Dayton show. Also in Dayton, Kathie and 
Sonny Chappie, below, and Glenn and 
Alice Moore, below right.

Items from the Dayton 
show, above.

Items at Dayton also included a signed 
photo of Jake Trout and the Flounders 
(Peter Jacobsen, Payne Stewart, and 
Mark Lye) top, and several club badges.

on the cover – holes 16 and 17, pinehurst no. 2 
from an original oil painting by linda lartough © 2013 (www.hartough.com)

GCS member Linda Hartough’s wonderfully detailed golf landscapes are sought 
by collectors worldwide. For the past 25 years, beginning with the 1990 U.S. Open 
at Medinah Country Club, she has been commissioned by the USGA to produce 
images of U.S. open venues. The resulting paintings offer a unique historical 
legacy, both of her work and of the U.S. Open courses. The cover of this issue 
commemorated the 2005 championship. For 2014, above, Hartough chose the ninth 
hole of Pinehurst No. 2. A complete portfolio of Hartough’s work may be seen on 
her website, www.hartough.com. Prints, books, gifts, and notecards also may be 
found there.

pinehurst no. 2, 9th hole                         from an original oil painting by linda hartough © 2013 (www.hartough.com)

Burton Langley, the 
guy on the right, was 

host of Region 3’s 2014 
Florida Golf Show at 

the Kissimmee Bay 
Country Club.
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From the Editor  
Books	and	words	figure	large	in	this	issue	of	the	Bulletin.	

As large, rich, and varied as is the literature of this sport, 
so, too, are the collections of the men and women who are drawn 
to the books, ancient and modern. Our own Society was begun 
by one of the great book collectors, Joe Murdoch. His passion 
transmitted readily to those who came after, and was preceded 
by who knows how many who were already smitten. Certain it is 
that, from the great library of collectors such Alastair Johnston, to 
the modest numbers on the shelves of most of our homes, books 
are a strong theme in our Society’s history. 

Walter Prince, our featured collector this month, has been in a 
good	position	to	find	autographs	for	many	of	his	prized	books.	
His	generosity	in	sharing	his	zeal	for	book	collecting	is	typical	of	
those who would pay forward their enjoyment of the hobby. For 
Leon White, the history of golf poetry has been a study that has 
led him to pen many of his own verses in tribute to a game both 
transcendent and aggravating.
In	Reading	the	Greens	we	find	two	books	that	reflect	the	

work of GCS members. Bill Fields’ Arnie, Seve, and a Fleck of 
Golf History, is a selection of his stories written for Golf World. 
Merion, The Championship Story highlights the great club’s 
history through the research of Jeff Silverman, with the assistance 
of club archivist John Capers III.

George Fox, golf specialist for PBA, shares his excitement for 
the company’s November auction in Las Vegas to coincide with 
our National Meeting. He promises to bring some treasures.

With this issue we note the passing of a gentleman champion, 
Jack	Fleck,	and	note	the	100th	anniversary	of	Walter	Hagen’s	first	
U.S. Open win.

I hope you enjoy the issue.

Jim Davis
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Desk
President’s

From The

The math doesn’t add up. Over a 
thousand members pay dues to the GCS 

every year. Yet only 200-plus show up for the 
annual meeting – and the majority of them are 
the same people year after year. Why is this? 
Because	the	core	of	any	organization,	the	small	
nucleus, is the majority participants. This is 
not unusual. But this is not about the 200.

This is about the other 800 GCS members.  
What attracts them? What keeps them coming 
back? Are they the type of members who have 
major collecting interests? Do they have a 
special room full of golf memorabilia? Are 
they the type of members who are interested 
in golf and might have a favorite golf item or 
two? Or is it the four Bulletins each year? Or 
maybe it’s just the 14 clubs they use on the 
weekend? You are the 800 golfers who know 
other golfers.  

Here’s the reason for the above two 
paragraphs. Every GCS member knows 
someone who enjoys golf. Notice I didn’t say 
“collecting.” This means every GCS member 
knows at least one person who would enjoy 
being a GCS member just for the pleasure of 
reading some of the material in each Bulletin, 
or the camaraderie of meeting other golfers in 
their area, or attending a trade fair, or seeing 
how hickory golf is played, or enjoying the 
19th-hole stories with others who have missed 
at least one three-foot putt in their lives. Pass 
on the joy.  

Why do I say these things? To start with, 
consider the GCS Bulletin: the Spring 2014 
GCS Bulletin was 24 total pages. Eight and 
a	half	of	those	pages	contained	five	stories	
that included nothing about collecting. These 
are all stories that could have been published 
in Golf Digest, Golf World or any number of 
such	titled	magazines.	Three	pages	were	about	
regional meetings where members played 
hickories and/or spent time at a trade fair (it’s 
amazing	how	many	people	learn	about	golf	
and golf items at these events.).  

Now think about this... Who did you last 
play golf with? Aren’t they interested in the 
game? Might they have an interest in the 
history of the golf? Might they be looking for 
that special/unique/one-of-a-kind golf gift for 

the top client and not know where to go? Do 
they want to play Top 100 Courses? A new 
GCS member could have read about someone 
who just did play one of these courses and 
learn how they got there.

Yes,	our	organization’s	name	is	probably	
misleading to this friend, potential member, 
future annual renewer, and someone who 
would be grateful you led them to the GCS. 
It’s your duty to help a friend. Education 
leads to knowledge. Knowledge leads to 
enjoyment of the game. “Pay-It-Forward” and 
help a friend, a fellow golfer, become a GCS 
member. Ask me or any Board member for an 
application. Or, better yet, download it from 
www.golfcollectors.com.

John G. Capers, III is 
a Philadelphia native, 

and graduate from 
Sewanee, The University 

of the South, in Sewanee, 
Tenn. He played on the 

golf team and twice 
won his conference’s 

championship. The next 
40-plus years were spent 

in publishing, and traveling 
between New York, 

Boston, Chicago, and 
Philadelphia. Still, John 
managed to squeeze in 
20 club championships 
and several trips to the 

U.S. Amateur. “I still 
have a few good rounds 

when I scare the younger 
crowd, he says.” Today 

he serves as the Merion 
Golf Club Historian/

Archivist. John also is on 
the USGA Museum and 
Library Committee. He 
and his wife, Ann, have 

three daughters and four 
grandchildren. 

...every GCS member knows at 
least one person who would en-
joy being a GCS member just for 
the pleasure of reading some of 
the material in each Bulletin, or 
the camaraderie of meeting other 
golfers in their area, or attending 
a trade fair, or seeing how hicko-
ry golf is played, or enjoying the 
19th-hole stories with others who 
have missed at least one three-
foot putt in their lives. 
   Pass on the joy.

The 800 most important GCSers
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Message
Director’s

Executive
Business

GCS

Mark your calendar now for the 44th GCS 
Annual Meeting & Trade Show scheduled 

for	Nov.	13-15,	2014	at	the	Suncoast	Hotel	&	Casino	
in Las Vegas, N.V.  This year the event is hosted and 
organized	by	a	GCS	Annual	Meeting	Committee	
whose members include Bill Reed, Duane Baylor, 
Eddie Breeden, John G. Capers III, Jim Jeselnick, 
Brad Baird, and Karen Bednarski. We are meeting 
regularly	to	plan	a	terrific	event	for	you	in	Las	Vegas,	
site of the 2006 gathering. Sponsorship opportunities 
are now available for the Annual Meeting, including 
golf course signs for only $250. Please visit the GCS 
website for details or contact me at kbednarski@
golfcollectors.com and I’ll forward a copy of the 
sponsorship packages.  

We are pleased to announce that on Thursday, Nov. 
13,	2014,	PBA	Galleries	will	hold	a	golf	memorabilia	
auction at the Suncoast Hotel in conjunction with the 
GCS Annual Meeting. The General Meeting will take 
place on Friday morning, Nov. 14, followed by GCS 
education sessions. On Friday afternoon, the GCS 
Hickory Championship will be played on the adjacent 
Angel Park Golf Course. The Trade Show will take 
place all day Saturday, Nov. 15.  

Annual Meeting brochure and registration forms 
will be mailed around July 1 and will be available on 
the “EVENTS” page of www.golfcollectors.com.    

The 2014 GCS Membership Directory was mailed 
along with the March issue of the Bulletin. If you did 
not	receive	them,	please	contact	the	GCS	office	and	
we’ll forward a replacement. We regret that we are no 
longer able to accommodate more than one mailing 
address. If we have two addresses for you in the GCS 
database, please let us know your preferred mailing 
address. GCS memberships that were renewed after 
Feb. 1, may not appear in the directory. If you have 
a collecting friend or colleague who did not renew, 
please encourage them to do so. It’s not too late to 
renew!  

To receive GCS emails, please send me your email 
address and we’ll add you to the list serve. Note:  we 
are communicating frequently with the membership 
through email.  

See you in Las Vegas in November!

Karen Bednarski

Founders Award 
The	GCS	Founders	Award	was	established	in	2003	to	honor	

those	who	have	made	a	significant	contribution	to	the	well	being	of	
the Golf Collectors Society in particular, and/or to golf collecting 
in general. More details on the criteria for eligibility appear in the 
Membership Directory,  as well as a list of past honorees.

Any current member of the GCS may submit a written 
nomination for anyone who meets the eligibility requirements, with 
the exception of current directors. The nominating letter should 
include 1) a description of the nominee’s service to the GCS;  2) 
specifics	detailing	the	significant	contributions	to	the	GCS	and	golf	
collecting;	and	3)	details	on	how	the	nominee	has	met	any	of	the	
other criteria for eligibility.   

A Founders Award Committee reviews all nominations and 
then submits a recommendation to the board of directors for their 
approval.	Please	send	your	nominations	to	the	GCS	office	at	P.O.	
Box	2386,	Florence,	OR		97439.

Or email them to kbednarski@golfcollectors.com.

2015 Annual Meeting to Chicago
The GCS board of directors recently voted to have the 2015 

Annual Trade Show Sept. 17-19 at the Pheasant Run Resort outside 
of Chicago. Hosts are Region 6 Director Jim Jeselnick and At-
Large Director Brad Baird. This site last hosted an annual meeting 
in 2004. Many exciting ideas are being discussed for this event, but 
mark your calendars now.

September 2014 marks 200th Bulletin
We want to hear your stories. What have you enjoyed over 

the past 200 issues? What were your favorite stories? Send us 
your anecdotes, stories, photos, and ideas. Please try to have all 
submissions	in	by	July	1.	You	may	send	them	to	jdavis2364@
gmail.com.

 Notice of election for regional directors
Elections for directors of the GCS board for regions 2, 6, 

and 8 will be held at the 2014 Annual Meeting. If you are 
a GCS member in one of these regions and are interested 
in serving a three-year term on the board beginning in 
November, please contact John Fischer, chair of the 
nominating	committee,	by	email	at	jfischer@peckshaffer.com	
or	by	phone	at	513-871-9050.
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Region 1 – Scott Pioli, Director
The Region 1 Antique Golf Trade Show went off with out a 

hitch.  After a rough winter and extremely cold weather back 
here in the east, it warmed up to 50 degrees just for the show!

The dealers came from as far as Ohio, North and South 
Carolina, Pennsylvania, and Connecticut. As usual, the USGA 
hosted this show, with free admission to the museum for all 
GCS members. 

This is always a great show as it includes a museum visit 
and the opportunity to acquire a few nice collectibles from an 
array of antique golf dealers. 

Look for a new show in the fall to pick up some nice golf 
items for your holiday gifts.

Region 2 – Bern Bernacki, Director
Mid Atlantic Region

Glen Moore reports – Ben Ellis hosted a well-attended 
event at Andrews Air Force Base earlier this spring. The 
Washington, D.C. area was deeply snow-covered just a 
day before the meeting but Ben, the assistant golf course 
superintendent, personally operated a snow-removal machine 
beginning	at	3	a.m.	the	day	before	the	meeting.	He	had	the	
roads and parking spaces open well in time for the Saturday 
meeting. As if that weren’t enough, the predicted snow 
flurries	for	Saturday	arrived	right	on	time.	Ian Patterson 
made it to the meeting from his home west of Leesburg, Va., 
some 40+ miles from Andrews and in one of the hardest hit 
areas of snow in the region.

 After the early putting contest, (won by John Myler) 
and checking out other collections, etc., we sat down to a 
nice luncheon prepared by the clubhouse restaurant staff. 
Am happy to report that Millie Whittemore was on-hand to 
perform her usual chore of collecting cash from the individual 
diners. 

Our host, Ben, was the featured speaker. He has amassed 
a goodly number of old-timey, labor-intensive turf-keeping 
tools with explanations as to the function of each. Most 
of those old tools are the property of Lee Dieter, a retired 
course superintendent and long-time collector of various golf 
artifacts. Additionally, Ben showed a large number of photos 
and documents about presidential golf from chief executives’ 
outings at Andrews. 

Our spring chapter meeting is scheduled for May 10 at 
the Country Club at Woodmore, in Mitchellville, Md. GCS 
president John Capers III will be the guest-of-honor and 
featured	speaker.	He’ll	touch	on	two	subjects:	the	2013	U.S.	
Open at Merion, his home club; and what he sees in store for 
the GCS. Some of you might well recall seeing John during 
the Open telecast showing many of the club-related artifacts 
he’s helped amass and maintain at Merion.

We’ll begin at 11 a.m. and be done by 2 p.m. Details will 
follow in-time to RSVP and to view directions to the Country 
Club at Woodmore. Questions/suggestions encouraged. Send 
to Glenn Moore at:  acollectorguy@msn.com.

Region 3 – Graham Anderson, Director
Gary 

Wyckhoff 
reports – The 
2014 Florida 
Golf Show went 
well. The show 
was held for the 
second year at 
the Kissimmee 
Bay Country 
Club on Sunday, 
March	30.	Our	
gracious host was 
Burton Langley, 
Member	No.	388.	Burton’s	great	all-encompassing	collection	
is on display in the clubhouse. The weather held well and 
by	9	a.m.	18	exhibitors	were	set	up	and	ready	to	go	with	33	
tables. These included: Keith and Beryl Campbell from 
North Carolina, Joe Mehan from South Carolina, Jim Dryer, 
Jim Gillies, Charles Godley, Dan and Jeanne Gunderson, 
Frank and Maryann Henry, Ken and Martha Hopkins, 

Regional
News

Member Ben Ellis, assistant golf course superintendent at Andrews 
Air Force Base, hosted a Region 2 meeting in early spring. He offered at-
tendees an informative presentation on presidential golf at the famous 
golf course.

Dan and Jeanne Gunderson at their table 
during the Florida Golf Show in late March.

Florida golf exhibitors also included Frank and Maryann Henry 
(right), and Andy and Eileen Schuster, above left.
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regional news
Burton Langley, Robert Loutzenhiser, Andy and Eileen 
Shuster, Bob and Marilyn Stevens, Mike Sullivan, all 
of	Florida.	If	I	missed	anyone	I	apologize.	GCS	turnout	
was good. Trading was brisk and club members and public 
showed up for a look-see. We had several new exhibitors. All 
in all, it went very well with everyone looking forward to next 
year’s show. The thing I missed most after returning to Ohio 
was the 75-degree temperature. At least the snow was gone. 
See you in Las Vegas!

Region 4
It’s one of the classic GCS events of spring – the Onion 

Creek Hickory Classic and the Swift Trophy Matches at 
the Onion Creek Club in Austin, Texas. Region 4 Director 
Pete League says 52 golfers turned out March 20-24 for the 
festivities, with the USA retaining the Swift Trophy in its 
matches with a Canadian team captained by Dave Jardine. 
U.S. Captain Russ Fisher and his team did the job with a 
score of 14.5 to 12.5.
In	the	36-hole	medal	play	tournament,	Jeff Smith, 

Greenwood,	Ark.,	took	first	with	a	two-day	154.		Net	winner	
was Marcel Valade of Edmonton, Alberta.

David Barnard of Austin, Texas won the age 60-69 
division with a 158.  Net winner was Bob Wolfensperger 
of Modesto, Calif. John Piffer of Indianola, Iowa took the 
age 70-plus division with 158.  Net winner was Bill Reed 
of Des Moines, Iowa. In the Ladies Division, Kim Haley of 
Sherwood Park, Alberta captured low gross honors with 189; 
and Susan Black of Austin, Texas won low net.

Attractive engraved crystal and glass awards went deep into 
the results.

Bill Reed, past GCS president, won the Johnny Henry 
Award, presented to the low net senior GCS member. His 
name joins other winners on the trophy in the Onion Creek 
clubhouse. He’ll make room on the trophy shelf at home for a 
lovely engraved crystal tray.

Pete League notes the Onion Creek crew headed by Ryan 
Crump performed miracles to restore the course following 
the	2013	Halloween	flood	and	it	was	in	beautiful	shape.

Other than golf, participants were treated to a well-stocked 
hospitality room at the host hotel, hamburgers and beer at 
Onion Creek Club following the Swift Trophy Matches on 
Thursday, an outstanding Texas BBQ at Max Hill’s home on 
Friday and a concluding Mexican banquet at Onion Creek 
Club on Saturday, featuring guest speakers Terry Todd and 
Cindy Slater of the world-acclaimed Stark Center at the 
University of Texas at Austin. 

Tournament notes
Edmonton’s Ron Lyons drove a van full of Canadians 

and hickory clubs out of the host hotel. As he merged onto 
Interstate	35,	his	tailgate	popped	up	and	out	dropped	Ron’s	
hickories! And he was right in front of a school bus. The bus 

driver avoided hitting all but one of Ron’s hickories.
Tournament director League ran out of gas in his Mini 

Cooper while he was driving to the golf course on Saturday 
morning; just a quarter mile from the clubhouse on an 
overpass	over	Int.	35.	Right	behind	him	was	good	Samaritan	
Rob Cullen, an Onion Creek member who helped Pete push 
the Mini out of harm’s way, and then went to the nearby Shell 
station and purchased a gas can and a gallon of gas. 

Finally, everyone will remember the 
gentleman in the plus-fours who was spotting 
balls on holes 14 and 15 on Saturday. Don 
Bledsoe, right, was wearing the original 
marshalls’ uniform (plus-fours, shirt, tie, long 
socks,	and	hat)	from	the	very	first	Liberty	
Mutual Legends of Golf Tournament held 
at Onion Creek in 1978. And his uniform 
continues	to	fit	him	after	36	years!	Don’s	
wife, Mary Lou Bledsoe, was one of the two 
ladies managing the check-in table. Mary Lou 
also told me that the Onion Creek Women’s Golf Association 
literally made the ties that were a part of the uniform, as well 
as a number of other items. Now, that’s member involvement.

Region 5 – Ed Ronco, Director
Tim Flynn has decided to step 

down from his regional director post. 
Filling out his term is Ed Ronco 
(No. 8026) from Wyandotte, Mich. 
Ed, right, is a hickory golfer who has 
organized	the	Wyandotte	Hickory	
Organization,	which	meets	throughout	
the season on the Wyandotte Golf 
Course on the Detroit River. 

Following are Ed’s words by way 
of introduction:

“I was born at a very early age...  Okay, let me start over.
 “I’m a retired educator and live with my wife, Anne, in 

Wyandotte, Mich. I got interested in the GCS and the Society 
of Hickory Golfers at about the same time I began playing 
hickory golf. You can’t truly enjoy playing the old sticks 
without understanding the history of the game.”  

photo/john drake

2014 Onion Creek Outing. One of many photos that John Drake 
took to capture the event’s memories. More can be found on line:  
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/821wm1qct8i9up4/-BBmwTscu8.  
(Yes, it’s a little difficult to type all this into your web browser, but the 
many photos are worth it.)
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regional news
“The more history I read the more interested I became in 

collecting clubs, balls, and old golf books. I have already met 
the most interesting people in the past few years during my 
association with GCS members and the GCS trade shows.

“I am looking forward to working as the Region 5 director 
and am always available to receive or give advice.”
Ed’s	email	is	Ronco336@aol.com.	His	phone	is 

734-624-2498.

Region 6 – Jim Jeselnick, Director
As the summer approaches, Region 6 Director Jim 

Jeselnick  is planning a hickory event attached to a small trade 
show in the Chicago area. This will most likely be in July or 
August	at	a	site	to	be	determined.	Plans	are	being	finalized	
for	the	3rd	annual	Michiana	Hickory	Open	and	Trade	Fair	on	
Saturday, Aug. 9 at the Warren Course at the University of 
Notre Dame. The All-American Hickory Open will be held 
again at Rock Island Golf Club in May.

Region 7 – Duane Baylor, Director
When spring starts in 

Region	7,	people	flock	
to central Nebraska to 
see the great natural 
migration of sandhill 
cranes. Region 8 
GCS member Rob 
Ahlschwede and his wife, 
Susan, return to Nebraska 
each spring to volunteer 
at the Rowe Sanctuary 
near Gibbon, Neb. 
The Rowe Sanctuary, 
supported by the National 
Audubon Society, is the 
perfect place to view the 
sandhill crane migration.  
On a cold April day with nothing to do at the sanctuary, Rob 
stopped in Omaha to visit with GSC member Ron Luster. 
Talk	of	shaft	making	and	club	head	fitting	were	at	the	top	
of the list. Ron is always eager to share what he has learned 
from his 10 years of hickory club making. Region 7 Director, 
Duane Baylor joined them in Ron’s shop checking out Ron’s 
handy-work.

Many hickory golf events are planned for region 7 this year.  
* The 10th annual Excelsior Springs, Missouri event on 
June 27-28. Get event and registration information at www.
esctheatre.org/
* 37th Heart of America Hickory Championship
July 18-20 at Bright-Grandview Golf Course, Des Moines, 
Iowa. Download registration from www.golfcollectors.
com or contact Bill Reed at 515-490-5159 or e-mail: 
wreedassociates@aol.com.

* 8th annual Iowa Hickory Classic
Sept.	12-13	at	Hyperion	Field	Club,	Des	Moines,	Iowa.	
Registration form can be downloaded from the websites of 
the Golf Collectors Society, the Society of Hickory Golfers, 
or the Hickory Golf Association. Tournament director is Bill 
Reed – 515-490-5159 or wreedassociates@aol.com

Region 7 of the GCS hosts numerous events & hickory 
outings throughout the entire calendar year. Contact Regional 
Director Duane Baylor for information on all Region 7 
events: duane_baylor@cox.net

Hit ’em straight.

Region 9 – Eddie Breeden, Director
The annual edition of the Calfornia Hickory North/South 

Hickory	is	planned	for	June	20-22	on	the	scenic	Pacific	Grove	
Golf Links. A trade show is planned along with a Friday night 
social and a tournament BBQ on Saturday night. What better 
place to spend a few days in June than in Monterey. Check 
out registration forms on the GCS and SoHG websites.

Golf talk. Ron Luster, left, and Rob 
Ahlschwede visit in Ron’s workshop. 

USGA event at Far Hills
By Bob Gettis

My wife, Mary, and I attended the Feb. 22 USGA 
African-American Golf History Symposium at Far Hills. 
John Capers, GCS President, as well as Rich Harris 
and son were there. The symposium focused on the 
history of African-American golf clubs during the Jim 
Crow era. It was held in conjunction with the Museum’s 
“More Than a Game” exhibit.

Renee and Larry of the Powell 
family spoke of their parents and their 
extraordinary life in establishing and 
maintaining the Clearview Golf Club 
in East Canton, Ohio.

Dr. Larry Hogan talked of John 
Shippen,	believed	to	be	the	first	
American-born professional golfer and 
first	African-American	professional	
golfer, but focused his time on the 
Shady Rest Golf and Country Club in 
Scotch Plains, NJ.

Representatives from the Wake 
Robin and Royal Golf Clubs based 
at Langston Golf Course in the 
Washington, D.C. area, presented 
a spirited history of their clubs.

Calvin Peete, 12-time PGA 
Tour winner, was part of a panel 
discussion in the afternoon.

Attendees viewed the new exhibit that included 
artifacts from Clearview as well as a United Golfers 
Association National Open trophy, above, on loan from 
GCS member Chet Harrington.
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to absent friends
Don Kunshier
1940-2013 
From the Minnesota Golf Assoc. –

Don Kunshier, who joined the 
GCS in 1978 and was member No. 
560,	passed	away	in	December	2013.
Mr.	Kunshier,	73,	of	North	Oaks,	

Minn., was an avid collector of 
golf artifacts and a student of golf 
history, especially as it related to 
the Minnesota golf scene. He was a 
long-time Minnesota Golf Assoc. tournament volunteer 
and advisory board member. He was also the curator of 
the MGA/PGA Minnesota Golf Hall of Fame Museum. 

Mr. Kunshier was a student of golf history and dedicates 
much of his time to promoting Minnesota golf and 
preserving its history through exhibits and displays at the 
museum. He served as chair of the Museum and Hall of 
Fame committee for 16 years. 

He supervised a renovation of the Bunker Hill Golf 
Club clubhouse and a 2000-square-foot space for the hall 
of fame, even donating several hundred items from his 
own collection for display. 

Mr. Kunshier was a retired Unisys engineer and 
computer designer, and a member of the men’s club at 
Bunker Hills. 

John Sherwood
March 1959 – March 2014

A long-time golf collector and 
dealer of antique golf clubs, John 
Sherwood passed away on March 1.

Mr. Sherwood, of Canterbury, 
England,	was	a	retired	fireman	with	
the Kent Brigade and a member of 
the British Golf Collectors Society 
as well as the Society of Hickory 
Golfers and a past member of the 
GCS. In 1997, he won the BGCS Ray Gossage Memorial 
Trophy and was a champion of multiple hickory golf 
events both in the U.K. and the U.S. 

Mr. Sherwood was well known for his friendly 
demeanor and for his knowledge of hickory golf clubs, 
which he brought by the hundreds to trade and sell 
at U.S. golf shows and hickory golf outings. He has 
outfitted	countless	current	hickory	players	with	clubs	and	
encouraged many others to join the fun of hickory golf 
and club collecting.
Mr.	Sherwood	was	often	a	fixture	at	the	Dayton	and	

annual GCS trade shows. The photo above was taken by 
John Fischer III at the 2010 Dayton show.

Arlie Morris
1934-2014

Arlie Morris, former GCS 
Region 9 Director, passed away 
on	April	23.	He	was	member	No.	
3584.

Born in a log cabin in Merion, 
Mo., he moved with his parents 
to Southern California. After 
graduating high school, he 
attended Pepperdine College 
where he earned a degree in chemistry. 

In l958, he married Donna Mae Brown with whom he 
had two daughters. He and Brown were later divorced.

As a chemist, Mr. Morris discovered that he didn’t like 
being	confined	indoors	so	the	family	moved	to	Delano	
where Mr. Morris sold insurance for Prudential.

Trying golf one day at the invitation of a friend, Mr. 
Morris felt he had discovered a calling. He quit his job 
in Delano and opened an auto repair shop in Visalia with 
his father. He worked in the shop at nights and on his golf 
game during the day. 

He became good enough to secure a position as assistant 
pro under Ralph Lomeli at Sierra View Golf Course in 
Visalia. When Lomeli was hired by the municipal course 
in Porterville, just south of Visalia, Mr. Morris went with 
him. Within a year, Lomeli returned to Sierra View, but 
Mr. Morris stayed in Porterville, earned his PGA Class A 
card and became the head pro at Porterville Golf Course, a 
job	he	held	for	32	years.

One of his proudest accomplishments was the junior 
program he ran each summer. He taught hundreds of kids 
to play golf and took pride in watching them grow up 
enjoying the game
In	1973,	Mr.	Morris	married	Barbara	Owen	Funderburk	

who worked with him at the golf course until their 
retirement in 1996. They became interested in collecting 
and playing antique wood-shafted golf clubs, and traveled 
the U.S. to participate in hickory shows and tournaments. 
Mr. Morris won several senior hickory titles. 

A life member of the PGA of America, he served in the 
National Guard for nine years and volunteered many years 
for the American Heart Association and the American 
Cancer Society. 

Mr. Morris is survived by Barbara, his wife of 40 years; 
three daughters, a son, 10 grandchildren, and numerous 
nieces and nephews.
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Known as the cradle of American golf, Pinehurst hosts 
back-to-back U.S. Opens this June with the men and 

women	playing	for	the	country’s	golfing	title	over	consecutive	
weeks. Pinehurst No. 2, a Donald Ross masterpiece, will be 
their common test. 

The Village of Pinehurst, a U.S. Historic Landmark District, 
was established in 1895 by James Walker Tufts as a health 
retreat. Frederick Law Olmsted, the landscape designer noted 
for New York City’s Central Park, prepared its physical plan.

Early recreation included tennis, croquet, riding, canoeing, 
and	shooting.	Golf	came	later	with	a	first	nine	by	D.	LeRoy	
Culver in 1898 and a second in 1900. Ross was hired in 1900 
as the resort’s golf professional, a fortuitous engagement 
that would result in several acclaimed golf courses, both in 
Pinehurst and throughout the U.S., more than 400 in all.

Pinehurst No. 2 is home to the North and South Open and 
Amateur	Championships,	and	has	hosted	the	1936	PGA	
Championship, 1951 Ryder Cup Matches, the 1991-92 Tour 
Championships, 1994 U.S. Senior Open, 1962 and 2008 U.S. 
Amateur Championship, and 1999, 2005 and 2014 U.S. Open 
championship. The Women’s North & South remains the 
longest running women’s amateur championship in the U.S.

Pinehurst is also the only site to have held the United States 
Golf	Association’s	five	most	important	tournaments	(U.S.	Open	
U.S. Women’s Open, U.S. Senior Open, U.S. Amateur, U.S. 
Women’s Amateur) and is one of only four sites to have hosted 
the U.S. Open, PGA Championship and Ryder Cup.

Lest we overlook other important events, the area is host to 
the annual Mid Pines Hickory Open (neighboring Southern 
Pines),	and	for	the	past	two	years	Pinehurst	No.	3	has	been	the	
site of the Mountain Valley Hickory Open. Both tournaments 
are Championship Series events on the Society of Hickory 
Golfers	fixtures	list.	It	has	also	seen	a	couple	GCS	national	
meetings.

Pinehurst No. 2 reopened in March 2011 following a year-
long restoration project. Among the changes: all rough was 
eliminated; about 26 acres of turf was stripped leaving natural 
sand and hardpan areas; fairway widths were increased by 
about 50 percent on average; about 650 sprinkler heads were 
turned off, leaving about 450 operational; the length of the 
championship course was increased to 7,565 yards; greens were 
sodded with A1/A4 bent; natural bunker edges replaced rigid 
bunker	definition;	minor	modifications	were	made	to	the	15th	
and 17th greens to return lost pin placements.

We’ll see how all this plays out during a couple weeks in 
June.
Historic	images	on	this	page	are	courtesy	of	Region	3	

Director Graham Anderson. 

Back-to-back U.S. 
Opens adds to 
Pinehurst lore 

Pinehurst No. 2 is in the spotlight again, hosting both the men’s 
and women’s U.S. Opens this June. Top, the 9th hole; just above, the 
Resort’s clubhouse.

Postcard from Dec. 14, 1911. Florence wrote to Eloise that “ Have 
had only two rainy days, and no cold weather at Pinehurst. Golf is a 
fascinating game for both players and spectators. Have been over the 
entire 18-hole course, and it is beautiful.”

From a  Pinehurst 
brochure, c. 1910.
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By Audrey Moriarty 
Tufts Archives, Pinehurst, N.C. 

By now, most of the world has 
heard that Pinehurst, N.C. will 

be making history again. Known for the 
historic growth of resorts and golf in 
America, the “Home of American Golf” 
will host the U.S. Men’s and Women’s 
Opens back to back this June.

The Tufts Archives, the Pinehurst 
history museum, plays a role when 
tournament golf comes to the Village. 
Guests come from around the world, 
and writers converge there, seeking 
images and stories to prepare their 
readership for the tournaments ahead. 

For months prior to the tournaments 
we receive requests for information and 
answer hundreds of questions about the 
Village, the golf courses, Donald Ross 
and the Tufts family. Reporters, art 
directors and editors are often surprised 
with our extensive collection of more 
than 150,000 images pertaining to the 
history of Pinehurst.

Because of our two Opens this year, 
extended hours and special exhibits and 
activities are planned.

Last summer, while discussing the 
upcoming Opens with our volunteers, 
the idea was hatched to try to get a 
few	flagstick	flags	from	Donald	Ross	
courses to create a special exhibit. We 
wrote to any course that we felt Donald 
Ross had “touched” either through 
the complete design, adding holes, or 
redoing holes and/or greens. We hoped 
to get enough to hang on an end wall.
The	flags	started	arriving	in	a	few	

days by USPS boxes, FedEx envelopes 
and boxes, tubes, envelopes and re-used 
golf supply boxes. Several were hand-
delivered, which was great fun. 

Most arrived with letters from 
the club managers, presidents, 
superintendents, and pros thanking us 
and saying that they were honored to  
be included in the exhibit. The support 
was overwhelming and we are very 
appreciative of those who made the 

effort and took the time to participate.  
We now have more than 200 Ross 

course	flags	hanging	in	the	Archives.	
The look is striking as you see the blues, 
greens, reds, yellows; and the beautiful 
embroidery and course logos. 
Our	visitors	love	to	find	their	home	

course or list off the number of Ross 
courses they have played. Many have 
offered	to	get	flags	when	they	don’t	
see their home course represented. 
It has been a true effort of the “golf 
community.” 

If you are planning a Pinehurst trip, 
whether for the Opens or later, please 
stop by. And, when watching the Opens, 
don’t forget the rich golf history of 
Pinehurst.

Payne Stewart gave the golf world some of its most 
memorable moments. He won the PGA in 1989 by 1 

stroke, the 1991 U.S. Open in a playoff over Scott Simpson, 
and the 1999 U.S. Open in Pinehurst, leaving us all an 
unforgettable image of passionate intensity with that now 
classic	victory	fist	pump.	

GCS member Walter Prince (this month’s featured collector) 
often	saw	Stewart	at	the	Fuzzy	Zoeller	Wolf	Challenge	charity	
event in which Prince was a regular volunteer. Prince shares 
the following memory of Stewart.

“In July 1999, just after winning at Pinehurst, Payne 
Stewart was one of our star players at Fuzzy Zoeller's Wolf 
Challenge. I had the duty of welcoming the players and 
directing them where to go for breakfast. Payne and I had 
several minutes to visit. The soon-to-be-famous September 
1999 Ryder Cup was just around the corner and he was fired 
up for that. We also talked about the Majors; he wanted to win 
the Masters and was sure he could win The Open if the course 
and weather were favorable. That was his goal, to win the two 
remaining majors for a career grand slam. But just then the 
Ryder Cup was in his thoughts. We had a great day with Payne 
and he won the Wolf that day. That was to be my last encounter 
with one of my all time favorite people, not just golfers. The 
world is just a little emptier without Payne Stewart.”

Golf community salutes Donald Ross

Hugging the trophy, Stewart, above left, is also shown at right after 
sinking the winning putt for the 1999 U.S. Open Championship.

Photo with a hero. Walter Prince, left, is shown with Payne Stewart 
at the 1999 Fuzzy Zoeller Wolf Challenge. At right, a 1995 Bulletin cover 
shows Stewart with Barry Williams at the TPC Championship in 1985.

Payne Stewart forever linked 
with victory in Pinehurst

copyright usga/john mummert

copyright usga/j.d. cuban
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You see him at the big trade shows, surrounded by 
books autographed by the greatest golfers of our age. 

Walter	Prince,	Member	6109,	did	not	set	out	on	a	specific	
quest to gather these coveted scripts, rather, he said, it began 
quite by accident.

“I was given a Masters book for a birthday gift,” he says. 
“The PGA Championship that year (1991) was at Crooked 
Stick, so I took that book with me to the PGA to perhaps get 
an autograph or two.”

Walter and his wife, Pam, live in New Albany, Ind., just 
north of the Ohio River and Louisville, Ky.

“I was not an autograph kind of guy, but it seemed like a 
good	idea,”	he	says.	“Well,	the	first	four	signatures	I	obtained	
were past Masters winners, so I decided to keep this book for 
autographs of only past Masters winners.”

In 1992, Walter took the book to a Senior Tour event in 
Tampa	to	see	whether	there	might	be	other	“qualifiers”	for	
autographs. Before he left home, he visited a book store in 
Louisville	and	found	golf	books	about	such	golfing	greats	as	
Al Geiberger, Gay Brewer, Lee Trevino, and many others.

“I had to purchase them and got most of them signed at 
that event in Tampa,” he says. “I was hooked. For the next 22 
years, I have spent at least one week of vacation going to a 
tour or Champions Tour event to get books signed.”

Walter focuses on golf history, autobiographies, tournament 
history, and club histories. Ryder Cup books signed by the 
players	of	the	given	year	also	are	prized.	

“These in particular are important to me because of my 
association with Valhalla, the site of the 2008 Ryder Cup” he 
says. “I caddied there for many years and was present as the 
USA routed Europe that year.”

Walter also had the good fortune, or acumen, to spend 18 years 
as	a	committee	chairman	on	Fuzzy	Zoeller’s	Wolf	Challenge	
Pro-Am at the Covered Bridge Golf Club in New Albany. 

“We have had many of the best players ever play in this 
event and many of them have signed a book they have 
written,	with	comments	about	their	day	at	Fuzzy’s,”	he	says.

 Despite his fondness for autographs, some of his favorite 
books are by golfers that are not signed, and with good reason 
as most are from a different era altogether. These include The 
Game Of Golf, by Willie Park Jr. and Taylor On Golf, by J.H. 
Taylor, as well as books by Bernard Darwin and Robert T. 
Jones Jr.
Walter	emphasizes	that	he	does	not	collect	autographs	just	

for the sake of the autograph. Rather he tries to match players 
with tournaments they have won in historical books about 
these	events.	“This	has	a	greater	significance,”	he	says,	“and	I	
think the players appreciate what I’m trying to do.” 

 “I have to take a moment to thank my mentor, Dick 
Donovan,”	Walter	says.	“He	taught	me	how	to	identify	first	

printings, beware 
of removed 
plates, and many 
other aspects of 
book collecting. 
I miss him very 
much. He also 
offered me some 
very good deals, 
which I have 
passed on to 
fellow collectors 
who have made 
purchases from 
me – pay it 
forward.”

 There are one 
or two other items 
in his collection 
that are not found 
on book shelves. 
Among these are a small collection of wood shaft clubs, some 
with historical relevance. “Most of them have come from my 
closest friends in the GCS,” he says. “I have a Walter Hagen 
concave sand wedge that belonged to Chick Evans, as well 
as Cran Cleek and McEwan clubs from John Whittemore’s 
collection. There’s also a very nice McGregor putter from 
Andy Crewe, an A. H. Scott fork splice acquired from Tom 
Johnson, and a spring face from Tom Irving. 

“I also collect something we all share – memories, GCS 
memories,” he says. “I’ve met some of my closest friends 
through the GCS. I always get excited when the Dayton show 
comes around. Pam and I share a meal with Rives McBee, Gary 
Proctor, Marvin and Gloria Utsinger, and Don and Dee Paris. In 
Southern Pines we have had drinks and dinner with Chick and 
Nancy Evans at their home. Plus, its great fun to play hickories 
at the National with so many new friends. I was even part of a 
winning team in Pinehurst with Glen Moore, Bob Farino, and 
Mr.	Reese.	At	the	very	first	show	we	attended	in	Pinehurst,	
Peggy	Kirk	Bell	sat	at	my	table	for	30	minutes,	visiting	and	
talking golf and about the resort. Pinehurst is where I picked 
up a signed Harry Vardon book from Doc Tisdal, a nice fellow 
who was thinning out his collection.

“The thing about the GCS I cherish, is the sharing of 
knowledge. I learned so much from Mort Olman, and others. 
I am always happy to share what I know when someone asks. 
Jim Davis and I always discuss the state of collecting while 
at Dayton. This past year I gave Bob Gettis a putting lesson, 
sure to cure his yipps.

“Happy hunting to all!”

collector spotlight:

Walter Prince
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Greg Norman penned this inscription 
in “A Victory For Jamie”, the story of his 
win at the Heritage Classic. 

Clubs from Walter’s collection include, from top: 1934 Spalding Calamity Jane; 1910 Crawford-
McGregor-Canby Schenectady -style putter; 1880s-era McEwan play club; 1885 long nose putter; 
1897 Spalding Cran Cleek.

The Masters book was a gift to players published by Augusta National in 1991. Signatures on these two pages, 
above right, include: Mark O’Meara, Nick Faldo, Zach Johnson, Ben Crenshaw, Bernard Langer, Craig Stadler, Fuzzy 
Zoeller, Trevor Immelman, Sandy Lyle, Fred Couples, Tom Watson and Larry Mize.

Willie Park Jr.’s “The Game of Golf”,  though not 
autographed, is a favorite of Walter’s. “It’s the best 
copy I have ever seen,” he says.

Handsome inscription  
from Francis Ouimet adorns 

this early copy 
of his autobiography 

“A Game of Golf.” Book 
number 466 of 550 of the 

first numbered edition.

For “Golf 100 Years of the U.S. Open”, above two pages, Walter has secured auto-
graphs from, left page: David Graham, Tony Jacklin, Larry Nelson, Jack Nicklaus, Lee 
Janzen, Ray Floyd, Scott Simpson; right page: Gary Player, Arnold Palmer, Corey Pavin, 
Steve Jones, Jerry Pate and Andy North. There are many more on additional pages.
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Merion 
The Championship Story
By Jeff Silverman
ANRO	Communications,	2013
http://merion.anro.net
500 pages, $125

It was 
to have 

been a mere 
update to the 
club history, 
produced 
in time for 
the 100th 
anniversary 
of the East 
Course 
in 2012, 
but author Jeff Silverman discovered, 
as have so many golfers about this 
extraordinary course, that Merion’s 
championship roots go deep. 

Thus, with the club’s encouragement, 
the scope of the project expanded to a 
500-page collection of stories and rare 
photographs that tell the remarkable 
history of this most remarkable club.
The	book	has	been	recognized	with	

the USGA’s Herbert Warren Wind Book 
Award	for	2013,	a	prestigious	honor	
that acknowledges outstanding research, 
writing, and publishing about golf.

It was an honor well placed, for 
Merion The Championship Story is a 
significant	piece	of	writing	that	shows	
Silverman at his best, giving a new 
meaning to what a “club history” can, or 
should, be.

But then, he had Merion as his subject.
From its early days and the story 

of Hugh Wilson’s love affair with the 
course, to the championships themselves 
– and there have been many, from 
Bobby	Jones’	Grand	Slam	win	in	1930	
to	the	2013	U.S.	Open	–	Merion	has	
risen to every test, opening eyes to its 
many challenges, producing an enduring 
devotion among its members.
	Both	dignified	and	readable,	the	

chapters are never heavy, supplemented 

with archival photos and features that 
accentuate the main text. As well as 
the	notable	U.S.	Opens,	five	of	them	
including Ben Hogan’s famous win in 
1950, scene of Hy Peskin’s famous 1 
iron shot, Merion has hosted four U.S. 
Women’s Amateurs, six U.S. Men’s 
Amateurs, one U.S. Girl’s Junior 
championship, a Curtis Cup (1954), the 
Eisenhower Trophy (1960), and a Walker 
Cup (2009).

Silverman’s masterly accomplishment 
has produced that rare work – a club 
history that is compelling reading. 

Among the acknowledgements is a 
nod to our own John G. Capers III, a 
third-generation Merion member who 
serves as the club’s archivist and was 
instrumental in securing many of the rare 
photos and documents that were used in 
preparing the book.

Merion The Championship Story 
should	find	a	place	on	the	shelf	of	any	
serious book collector. 
 
Arnie, Seve, and 
a Fleck of Golf History
By Bill Fields
Foreword by Ben Crenshaw
University of Nebraska Press, 2014
nebraskapress.unl.edu
327	pages,	$20

If you would 
gain a 

sense, a glimpse 
of the essence 
of golf’s greats 
and their impact 
on golf history, 
this book is a 
beautiful treat.

This 
collection of 
Bill Fields’ 
essays, written 
for Golf World between 1994 and 2011, 
vividly	profiles	a	selection	of	the	game’s	
great champions, dramatic moments, and 
many of its little known nuances. 

Partial to the early greats, I enjoyed 
the	profiles	of	Harry	Vardon	(“velvet 

power”) and the bittersweet admiration 
from the son who never knew the 
great man; and the tragedy of John 
McDermott, still the youngest man to 
ever win a U.S. Open. 

Fields, one of the best of modern golf 
journalists, has chosen for this book 
stories of past greats, of golf’s colorful 
characters, and of the rich lore of historic 
competitions and courses. The research 
is thorough, his handling of the material 
like listening to a friend relating a golf 
story or two over a beer in the pub – 
easy, never forced.
The	profile	of	Mickey	Wright	shares	

her struggle with her own uncanny 
abilities as a golfer. Wright’s standards 
were so high, even she had a hard time 
meeting them. “She absolutely couldn’t 
cope with playing average,” Judy Rankin 
told Fields.

Arnie, Seve, and a Fleck of Golf 
History is the welcome gift of a golf 
journalist	whose	research,	first-hand	
experience, and interviews brings 
bountiful pleasure to those who follow 
golf history. I was as pleased to read 
about Mickey Wright as I was about 
“The Great Man,” Seve Ballesteros’s 
artistic genius with club and ball.

Snead, Hogan, Palmer, Nicklaus, 
Woods... they are all here, but so are the 
seldom heard stories from such as Joe 
Dey, Jack Fleck, and Bert Yancey. 

Each essay is followed by a modern 
coda, Fields’ own thoughts on the earlier 
work,	flavored	by	time	and	experience.

On Homero Blancas – “...Homero’s 55 
on that long-gone funky course remains 
one of golf’s neatest tales.” 

On Billy Joe Patton at the 1954 Masters 
– “I have covered every Masters but one 
since 1985, and I can’t wander down 
to the par-five thirteenth hole without 
looking at that landing area and thinking 
about Billy Joe, four-wood in his strong 
hands, going for broke all those years 
ago. It invariably makes me smile.”

You’ll smile too, as you wander down 
golf’s enduring past with the capable Mr. 
Fields as your guide.

 
see READING THE GREENS, 16

Reading the Greens
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Classic Golf Books
by peter yagi, member 02472

An old classic –
Golf:  A Royal and Ancient Game.  

By Robert Clark. 1875. Presentation 
edition of 12, contains a signed photo 
of Clark, Large Paper edition of 50 
which has additional plates and tribute 
to Young Tom Morris not in the regular 
edition, several later printings.

This book is often regarded as 
one of the most beautiful and 

important works in the library of golf. 
GCS co-founder Joe Murdoch called 
it	“the	finest	book	in	golf,”	due	to	its	
quality binding, attractive illustrations 
and content, which was a compendium 
of all the important early works on golf. 
Some of the content highlights include 
Historical Account of the Game of 
Golf; Mathieson’s The Goff; Carnegie’s 
Golfiana; Allan Robertson, the 

Champion Golfer; and multiple entries 
on St Andrews and the R&A. Some of 
the illustrations were done by masters 
George Aikman, John Smart, Thomas 
Hodge, and C.A. Doyle.

  The Presentation, Limited 50, and 
first	editions	are	pricey.	The	1893	
2nd	edition	and	1899	3rd	editions	are	
good alternatives, but can still run 
hundreds of dollars. Their covers are 
not as ornate, but the contents with the 
distinctive wood block chapter head, tail 
pieces and borders are the same. Of the 
modern offerings for those on a budget, 
I’d recommend the 1975 reprint of the 
2nd edition.

  Clark was one of the top U.K. 
printers and publishers of the day and 
one	of	the	first	to	embrace	the	practice	
of	special	and	limited	editions.	The	first	
edition was a benchmark volume that 

set a high standard for all the golf books 
to come. It’s a volume that all serious 
golf collectors should aspire to obtain.

A future classic –
The Jack Fleck Story. Collector’s 

Edition. The Legacy of “The Playoff of 
the Century” and the “Greatest Upset 
in Sports History.” The “1955 U.S. 
Open Golf Championship Playoff”.  
How I Won the Open (Never Before 
Revealed or Reported). Autobiography 
by Jack Fleck, 1955 U.S. Open 
Champion. 2002. Foreword Doug Ford. 

  

Whew, a lot of sub-titles there!  
Obviously he wrote it without 

the assistance of a ghostwriter or 
professional editor, but an interesting 
insight to one of the great feats and 
events in golf history. This work is a 
fitting	tribute	to	the	man	who	beat	the	
‘invincible’ Ben Hogan and recently 
passed away at age 92. The tale of the 
ultimate underdog who had his day in 
the sun (and managed to make it last a 
lifetime!) and how he accomplished that 
remarkable feat. 

Interesting note that this was the 

first	televised	U.S.	Open	and	airtime	
only lasted a half hour! Due to the 
time constraints they went off the air 
before	Fleck’s	incredible	finish	and	
Gene	Sarazen	had	declared	Hogan	as	
the winner. How times have changed as 
I’m currently watching about 12 hours 
straight of the Masters.

  I had the opportunity to see Fleck in 
my early teens, in the late 1960s, when 
he played an exhibition at Jefferson 
Park in Seattle (the same muni course 
where I grew up playing with Fred 
Couples). Though past his prime he had 
one of the most beautiful swings I had 
ever seen and was a great ball-striker. 
His tempo was wonderful. If his putting 
were at the same level I don’t think he 
would have been such a one-hit wonder, 
though he did manage to win two other 
tour events and the 1979 PGA Senior 
Championship, even with a balky putter. 

  The book was not widely distributed 
or published in large quantities. Signed 
editions of autobiographies often 

increase in value following the author’s 
passing. Due to this book’s relative 
scarcity and important subject matter, I 
see this as a highly collectible item.
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The Walter 
Hagen 
Story
by The Haig 
Himself
Walter Hagen 
and Margaret 
Seaton Heck
Simon and 
Schuster, 1956

Reviewed by 
Curt Fredrixson

Nobody ever complimented Walter 
Hagen for his modesty and I’m 

fairly certain that he didn’t care.
I’ve	just	finished	rereading	The Walter 

Hagen Story – by The Haig Himself, 
although it is nearly certain that he wrote 
none of it) and it constantly reminds 
you that he was the guy who invented 
larger	than	life	in	the	golfing	world.	
If you are looking for good research 
and footnotes, I can, unhesitatingly, 
recommend Stephen Lowe’s Sir Walter 
and Mr. Jones, which is an excellent 
book with plenty of both. What you get 
in The Walter Hagen Story is the feeling 
of sitting with Walter at the bar, each 
with a “hoot”, as Hagen called strong 

beverages, and having him recall his 
adventures for you.
Hagen,	seemingly,	was	born	confident	

and he was enterprising. There is little 
evidence in the book that he ever thought 
that life wasn’t good. His father, a 
blacksmith, earned $18 per week and 
this was enough for a comfortable life 
for young Walter’s family. However, 
there was no money for extras and this 
is what led him to caddying and to his 
life as a professional golfer. He couldn’t 
have been as good as he was at golf and 
traveled the world to play it without 
affection for the game, but what he really 
wanted was to live large and golf was the 
means to this end.

To hear him tell it, he had the talent 
to play baseball professionally, too, and 
he would have been just as happy to do 
that if the money had been there. He 
played	golf	to	finance	the	lifestyle	that	
he desired and to share that lifestyle with 
his friends. He wanted to, always, hold a 
national title that he could use to promote 
his exhibitions, where he made most of 
his money, but he declined to defend one 
of his PGA Championships because he 
could earn more elsewhere. He could 
burn through money as quickly as he 
earned it and run short occasionally and 
fast-talk his way out of it. 

Hagen had a high opinion of himself 
and one would think that this would wear 

on people, but quite the opposite seems 
to have been true. He was, seemingly, 
welcome everywhere (although 
clubhouse privileges at British clubs 
would take some time to secure). He 
counted the high and mighty among 
his friends, but this didn’t mean that 
he couldn’t be interested in somebody 
of more modest standing. Then, of 
course, there were the ladies. Hagen 
was more handsome in his mind than 
he was in real life, but he seems to have 
had	no	difficulty	in	getting	his	intended	
company for the evening to see things 
his way.

This book tells stories that are unlikely 
to be found in the biography of any 
other golfer, from the time when he 
financed	a	trip	to	Britain	by	buying	and	
selling	stocks	as	a	guest	in	the	office	
of a prominent investor (whose lead he 
was following; he seemed to know little 
about investing) to another when he sat 
uneasily in the dark in a car waiting for a 
shot at a tiger that he didn’t get.

Can Hagen’s version of things be 
believed? I think so, simply because he 
was quite willing to be candid about 
things that did not go his way. Somebody 
who said that he lost his putting stroke 
to a “whiskey jerk” seems unlikely to be 
dealing in whitewash.
This	book	is	easy	enough	to	find	

at a reasonable price because of the 
availability of a paperback reprint 
edition. I recommend it.

Wind book offers hidden treasure
By Bob Gettis

I had a chance to make both the Dayton and Far Hills shows. 
During those meetings I caught up with some “bookies,” 
including Jim Davis, Walter Prince, and Pete Trenham.

I confessed that although I had quite a few books, including 
some by Herbert Warren Wind, I had not read any by him. 
I was encouraged to start with a chapter in The Story of 
American Golf – The Shots Heard Round The World, which 
recounts	Francis	Ouimet’s	playoff	victory	in	the	1913	U.S.	
Open with Harry Vardon and Ted Ray. Just 20 pages, but a 
wonderful background of the players and the match. Wind 
walks with us in a stroke-by-stroke review of the play.

If you have this book and have time to read only one 
chapter, this would be the one. 

Some years ago I participated in an Internet sale of Herbert 
Warren Wind’s personal library, which included some books 
inscribed by him. One of these, which I purchased, was The 

Road Past 
Mandalay by 
John Masters, 
signed by HWW 
in 1962 with 
some interesting 
notes on the 
inside of the 
back cover. 
He listed his 
choices for best 
novels, plays 
and musicals. 
That’s a strong reminder to look for hidden treasures among 
your purchases.

Finally, I would ask you avid book collectors to suggest a 
chapter or chapters from the more common books that our 
Society members probably have. It would be a great way 
to guide some of your fellow members toward some good 
reading.

see PARK, 16

PARK
continued from 15

reading the greens
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Golf rhymes for all times
The poetry of golf
By Leon S. White, PhD 
Member 7682

Golf’s long and colorful history is well documented. 
Its origins, however, have always been uncertain. Sir 

Walter Simpson, an early golf historian, writes in The Art of 
Golf, published in 1887, that golf at St. Andrews probably 
began when a shepherd idly hit a stone into a hole with his 
crook. An anonymous 19th century poet gives us a charming 
poetic version of this apocryphal story.

When Caledonia, stern and wild
Was still a poor unkilted child,
Two simple shepherds clad in skins,
With leathern thongs about their shins,
Finding that dullness day by day
Grew irksome, felt a wish to play.
But where the game? In those dark ages
They couldn’t toss – they had no wages.
Till one, the brighter of the two,
Hit on a something he could do.
He hit a pebble with his crook
And sent the stone across a brook;
The other, tempted then to strike,
With equal ardour “played the like,”
And thus they went with heart and soul
Towards a distant quarry-hole,
     With new success contented
     ‘Twas thus the prehistoric Scot
     Did wonders by an idle shot,
     And golf was first invented.

The history of golf poetry goes back to golf’s early days. 
The	first	poem	to	mention	golf	was	published	in	Scotland	
in	1638.	The	first	separately	printed	book	devoted	entirely	
to golf, called The Goff,	was	a	358-line	mock	epic	poem	
published	in	1743,	also	in		Scotland.	The	golf	magazines	of	
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries contained 
golf poems in almost every issue. 

Even advertisements contained poetry. Here is an example 
from a Spaulding golf ball ad titled “Driving Off on 
Parnassus” that appeared on the back cover of the August 
1914 issue of Golf Magazine:

On Putting
When the greens were fast and freakish,
Once my putts were either weakish
Or absurdly strong.
Now I calmly snap my digits
For I play with Spaulding “Midgets,”
Not a putt goes wrong.

When a green’s too hard for others,
Have recourse to Spaulding Brothers!
Buy the perfect ball.
Architects may slope and ridge it,
But you’ll always hole a “Midget,”
And defeat them all.

Robert Frost was 
not threatened, and 
probably neither 
were Spaulding’s 
competitors. But the 
fact that ad writers 
thought that rhymes 
could sell golf balls 
shows the degree to 
which poetry was part 
of the language of golf 
at this time.

 Joseph S. F. 
Murdoch, one of the 
founders of The Golf 
Collectors Society 
and a renowned golf 
book collector and 
bibliographer, wrote 
that in the late 1800s “poetry made up most of the original 
writing on the game.” He attributed this to the general 
popularity of poetry as a means for storytelling in the 19th 
century. 

Describing Scotland as a “nation of poets,” Murdoch 
surmised:

“…it is not difficult to believe that most of the 
early golf literature sprang from the lips of early 
after-dinner speakers who, lauding the merits of 
their national sport and finding some of their efforts 
enthusiastically received, printed the poems for 
distribution to their club-mates.”

Retired MIT professor Leon White offers golf 
enthusiasts the opportunity to read and recite 
a variety of golf poems from the 19th and 
early 20th century (and some of his poems 
as well) on his blog: www.golfpoet.com. He 
has published a book on golf and golf history 
illustrated with poetry called “Golf Course 
of Rhymes – Links between Golf and Poetry 
Through the Ages.” He also has an eBook of 
golf poems titled “If Only I Could Play That Hole 

Again.” White will share some of his favorite 
golf poems in future issues of the Bulletin. 

An article about White and his love of golf 
poetry appeared in the NY Times on Sunday, 
April 6. Here is a link to the article on the 
paper’s website:  http://nyti.ms/1hlPFsZ

The Murdoch quotes above are from “The 
Library of Golf 1743-1966”, published by Gale 
Research Company, 1968.
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By Tom Irving 
Member 1164

Kindly reprinted, with some revision, from the March 2014 
edition of “The Jigger,” the newsletter of the Golf Historical 
Society of Canada.

Few would 
argue 

that Francis 
Ouimet’s win in 
the	1913	United	
States Open 
Championship 
stoked	the	fire	
in the boiler 
of American 
golf started by 
Harry Vardon’s 
American tour 
of 1900. At the 
time, it was all 
but unthinkable 
that a 20-year-old amateur would upset two British Champion 
golfers with the status of Vardon and Ted Ray. 

That is exactly what Ouimet did. 
Shortly after the dust settled, Francis joined his brother-

in-law, John Sullivan, in a sporting goods business that 
nearly cost Ouimet his amateur status. Their shop sold 
clubs that were stamped with an oval bearing the inscription 
“Ouimet & Sullivan.” This stamp has been documented and 
acknowledged for many years and was thought to be singular 
in its nature.

A few years ago, I discovered a Tom Stewart niblick that 
appears to provide strong evidence of a second stamp in use 
during the same period. This stamp, shown in the pictures, 
was a simple “S” inside an “O”. Could this mean “Ouimet and 
Sullivan”? I have found other period clubs with a similar stamp. 

I was much excited at the possibility of a second stamp and 
conferred with antique club authority Pete Georgiady who 
admits it is strong evidence to support my theory.* 

 As a collector, it is exciting to entertain such a possibility 
and to share it with others. These clubs were only made 
available for a few years (approximately 1915-17) as the 
USGA in 1916, revoked Ouimet’s amateur status, claiming 
that	he	was	trading	on	his	celebrity	to	influence	the	sales	of	
golf equipment through the use of an endorsement stamp. (He 
was quietly reinstated after WWI.) It was common practice 
for golf professionals of the period to use their names and 
reputation to help sell golf equipment. 

The short time that clubs stamped with “Ouimet & 

Sullivan” were available lends to their scarcity and 
desirability to collectors. Now, when you are lingering over 
a display table of clubs made in the teens, consider it a treat 
should you discover one with the “Ouimet & Sullivan” stamp 
in the oval, or perhaps the “S” inside the “O” stamp. Good 
searching to you all! 

Photographic representation of the Ouimet & Sullivan 
mark can be found on page 218 of Pete Georgiady’s 2009 
Wood Shafted Value Guide as well as in Ralph Livingston’s 
book (top). The photo of the Tom Stewart niblick, above left, 
shows a faint, but still readable “O” and “S” and provides the 
evidence for a second stamp.

Ed. note: Tom Irving, right, also is 
a member of the Society of Hickory 
Golfers and the Golf Historical 
Society of Canada. He is a noted 
club collector, enjoys hickory golf 
events and is the current Eastern 
Canadian Senior Champion at the C. 
B. Macdonald Challenge. 

*Pete Georgiady notes that, 
while an unfamiliar mark presents a 
tantalizing clue, it is necessary to find such verification as a 
period advertisement with the mark, or a written reference 
from that time for confirmation. Until such an ad or written 
account can be found, such a mark remains in the category of 
“We think it is such-and-such, but haven’t proved it yet.” He 
adds that he recently found among his various piles of clubs, 
an Auchterlonie driver with the “O and S” mark that Tom 
describes.

Second stamp for 
Ouimet & Sullivan clubs?

Two stamps on one club. A Stewart niblick with 
the familiar “Ouimet & Sullivan” in an oval, plus 
the “S” within an “O” suggests to collector Tom 
Irving the strong possibility of a second Ouimet & 
Sullivan stamp.

Other examples of the “O” and “S” – on an R. Simpson driver and 
one on a George Nicoll Zenith club.

Clear mark of “Ouimet & Sullivan” appears on a Stewart 
jigger. The club appears on page 209 of Ralph Li vingston III’s 
“Thomas Stewart Jr., Golf Cleek and Iron Maker”, 2010.
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Jack Fleck, who passed away on March 21 at age 92, was 
the 1955 U.S. Open champion, a victory that is often 

remembered for who did not win. Ben Hogan was attempting 
to	win	his	fifth	(some	would	say	sixth,	but	that	is	another	
story)	U.S.	Open.	He	finished	well	ahead	of	Fleck	and	the	
tournament was all but given to Hogan who was congratulated 
in the clubhouse while Fleck was still out on the course. Gene 
Sarazen,	who	was	hired	by	NBC	to	anchor	a	first-ever	televised	
broadcast	of	the	Open,	which	lasted	about	30	minutes	or	so,	
wound up the telecast by awarding Hogan the victory. 

Fleck wasn’t watching TV. He was playing outstanding golf, 
overcoming	a	3-shot	deficit	in	the	last	round	to	tie	Hogan	and	
force an 18-hole playoff that he won by three strokes. He was 
also playing Ben Hogan-designed golf clubs. Hogan himself 
sent	the	final	components	of	his	set,	wedges,	to	Fleck	before	the	
tournament began. He and Hogan were the only two playing 
Ben’s clubs.

Fleck had two other victories on the PGA Tour, the Phoenix 
Open	in	1960	and	the	Bakersfield	Open	in	1961,	both	in	
playoffs. Apparently, you could not beat the man in a playoff. 
On the Senior Tour, he won the 1979 Seniors Championship 
and, with Tommy Bolt, won the Demaret Division of the 1995 
Liberty	Mutual	Legends	tournament.	His	best	Masters	finish	
was a tie for 11th in 1962.

Fleck settled in the Fort Smith, Ark. area to build and operate 
the	Lil’	Bit	of	Heaven	course	near	Magazine.	And,	as	noted,	
he was a cherished member of the Hardscrabble Country Club, 
where the reigning U.S. Hickory Open champ Jeremy Moe is 
head pro.

“Jack often shared his story surrounding the 1955 U.S. Open 
and would describe a visit he experienced from The Lord,” 
Moe said. “He was in his hotel bathroom, looking in the mirror, 
when clear as day, he heard The Lord say, ‘Jack, today you are 
going to win the U.S. Open.’ Jack described that, on that day, 
he hit the ball unbelievable distances and when the birdie putt 
on 18 dropped, Jack had tied Ben Hogan.”

Moe said Fleck was a treasure at Hardscrabble and was 
gracious to those who met him at the clubhouse. “All he really 
wanted to do was have a bite to eat, go out and hit some balls 
and putt a little bit. The course was his sanctuary.”

copyright usga/darren carroll

At the Olympic Club in 2012 for the U.S. Open, Jack Fleck poses with 
the Hogan club on the 18th green during a practice round.  

Passing of a champion

“Gifts Fore The Golfer”
513 Sparkleberry Dr., Murrells Inlet SC 29576

Downsizing your collection or wanting to buy golf collectibles?
Having trouble finding quality golf collectibles?

Don’t have time to sit by your computer all day searching eBay?

Then visit our new Golf Collectible “Web Store” @
www.giftsforethegolfer.com 

                             

Having trouble finding quality golf collectibles?
We have thousands of items for sale on our Web site.

Need assistance downsizing your collection?
Contact Mike Daniels

GCS Member since 1989

Tel. 843-458-1580   Fax 843-651-9503
Email: parteetime@hotmail.com

Web Site: www.giftsforethegolfer.com

copyright unknown/courtesy usga archives 
Jack Fleck during the 1955 U.S. Open Championship at the Olympic 
Club, (Lake Course), San Francisco, Calif.
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Constitution, By-Laws and Rules of the 
United States Golf Association, 1897

Sold for $18,000
133 Kearny Street 4th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94108

Toll Free : 1.866.999.7224
Tel: 415.989.2665  Fax: 415.989.1664

www.pbagalleries.com

Golf Books and Memorabilia Auction 

Preview and Sale
Thursday, November 13, 2014
at the GCS Annual Meeting
Suncoast Hotel & Casino Las Vegas

Accepting consignments through October 1. For more information, 
please contact Erin Escobar (erin@pbagalleries.com)

The son of 
a book 

collector, George 
Fox, right, PBA’s 
vice president of 
market development 
and senior 
auctioneer, has been 
with the company 
for more than 20 
years.

“I got started going to auctions in the 
first	place	–	with	my	Dad,	looking	for	
books,” he says.
He	worked	as	a	“runner”	for	his	first	

auction in New England at 18 years 
old. Many of these were held  on the 
front porch of farm houses. “I’d hold 
up items for the audience to see, then 
deliver the item to the winning bidder,” 
Fox says.

He is a passionate collector of 19th 
Century American printed ephemera 
and a past president and member of the 
Book Club of California, the American 
Historical Print Collectors Society, a 

board member of the Ephemera Society 
of America, and an elected member of 
the American Antiquarian Society.

As the golf specialist for PBA, he 
works closely with Erin Escobar, 
who catalogs items and has a degree 
in art history from UC Berkeley and 
a background in authenticating and 
appraising	fine	art.

“We are very excited about the 
November auction in Las Vegas, as 
this	is	the	first	time	we	have	done	an	
offsite auction for a GCS convention,” 
Fox says. “I can guarantee there will 
be	some	terrific	books	and	other	
memorabilia including some clubs, a 
collection of early programs and some 
silver and ceramic items as well.”

Fox says the climate for golf 
collectibles has steadily improved from 
the economic lows of 2008-2010.

“Golf collectibles have recovered 
nicely,” he says, “with golf ephemera 
such as photography or photo albums 
doing well. Trophies still do well, 
though ceramics have backed off a bit.

“Very expensive classics in the 
high-end range of $10,000 or more are 
difficult	as	this	market	is	quite	limited.	
Still, the one-of-kind books, such as 
rare club histories and pretty much any 
19th century golf book, always do well. 
Programs such as USGA programs and 
most golf programs that are pre-1940 
are desirable and bring the ‘big bucks’.”

A recent acution netted $18,000 for 
an 1897 constitution of laws and rules 
of the USGA. “It was a rare survivor,” 
Fox says, “just a little pamphlet.”

The most important bidder at any 
auction is the underbidder, Fox says, 
as “He’s the one who bids the item up, 
though he does not win the item.”

He’d like to see more younger people 
enter the golf collecting market. “When 
they learn an appreciation of the game’s 
history, that opens the door for them to 
collect material with historical value.”

Auctions are the best way of selling 
off entire collections, Fox maintains, as 
the	auctioneer’s	interests	are	definitely	
the same as the client’s.

PBA’s Fox excited about November auction
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Auction Activity
Golf: A Royal & Ancient Game
PBA Galleries
c.1875
Sold Feb. 24, 2014
Estimate: $1,500 – $2,000
Final bid: $900

Original box for The Click Meshed Marking 
Colonel Golf Balls

PBA Galleries
c.1900
Sold Feb. 27, 2014
Estimate: $150 – $250
Final	bid:	$132

Brown’s Patented “The 
Major” Water Iron
Green Jacket Auctions
c.1903-1906
Sold	April	13,	2014
Starting	bid:	$300
Final bid: $1,741.10

1936 U.S. Open 
Contestants Gift - 
Impressive Saks 5th Ave 
Cigarette Case
Green Jacket Auctions
c.1936
Sold	April	13,	2014
Opening bid: $200
Final bid: $492.20

1927 Walter Hagen Mesh 
Golf Balls – Complete 
Untouched Dozen
Green Jacket Auctions
c.1927
Sold	April	13,	2014
Opening bid: $500
Final bid: $2,875

Regal square mesh pattern 
golf ball mold
PBA Galleries
c. 1920s
Sold Feb. 24, 2014
Estimate:	$200	–	$300
Final bid: $120

Vintage Wicker Golf Bag
Green Jacket Auctions
c.1900
Sold	April	13,	2014
Opening bid $200
Final bid: $1,161.50

“Travis” putter
PBA Galleries
c.1900
Sold Feb. 27, 2014
Estimate: $100 – $150
Final bid: $96
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The Club That 
Changed Golf 

Over Four 
Decades 

By John Ausen, CGCS
Member 7262

You are undoubtedly aware of 
the controversy surrounding the 

USGA ban of the long putter if used 
with a third point, anchoring it against 
the body. I do not intend to debate the 
pros and cons of the ruling. I just hope 
that the decision does not discourage 
anyone from playing the game. I will 
say that putter design has generated 
many rulings over the years, but the 
current controversy pales in comparison 
to the uproar caused by the invention of 
the	Schenectady	putter	in	1903.

Putters in use before 1900 
were predominantly blades. 
They	were	difficult	to	aim	and	
there was little thought 
given to swing weight or 
balance. These primitive 
putters frustrated many 
of the golfers of that day, 
one of which was Mr. A.F. 
Knight of Schenectady, N.Y. 

Knight took up golf in 1896 and by 
1898 was considered the best player 

at the Mohawk 
Golf Club. 
Like modern 
players, his 
game progressed 
until he hit 
the inevitable 
plateau where his 
scoring was not 
improving. He 
realized	that	the	
way to make his 
game better was 
to improve his 
putting, but he 
was convinced 
that the putters 
available in that 
day were not 

the answer. His solution was to build a 
better putter in a design now referred 
to	as	a	mallet.	His	first	design	was	
built with a persimmon wood head and 
a hickory shaft, but after testing it in 
numerous matches he quickly decided 
to change to an aluminum head.

Knight felt his putting improved with 
the new design and he set out to get the 
opinion of some of the prominent players 
of the day. He found noted golf course 
architect Devereux Emmet playing 

at the Mohawk Club and 
asked him to 

use it during 
the round. 
Emmet 

never 
returned the 

putter. A few days 
later, Knight received a telegram from 
the 1901 U.S. Amateur Champion Walter 
Travis, ordering what is now known as 
the Schenectady putter. 
In	the	fall	of	1903,	Travis,	using	

his new putter, won the U.S. Amateur 
for the third time. After that, Knight 
received hundreds of orders from 
around the country.

In 1904, Travis traveled to the Royal 
St. George golf course in Sandwich, 
England.	He	became	the	first	foreigner	
to win the British Amateur and, yes, 
he was using the Schenectady putter. 
The Royal and Ancient society refused 
to believe that an American could win 
the most prestigious golf tournament 
in Great Britain and ruled that it 
was because of an unfair advantage 
gained by the use of the “odd looking” 
Schenectady putter.

In 1910 the 
R&A banned 
the use of any 
center shafted 
putter. The 
USGA refused 
to adopt the 
rule, which 
marked the 
first	time	in	
history that 
the R&A 
and the 
USGA were 
guided by 
different rules. 
Unbelievably, 
the R&A ban 
on the center shafted putter was not 
lifted until 1951. During the 41-year 
period of the ban, American golfers who 
planned to play tournaments in Great 
Britain carried a second, end-shafted 
putter. 

I have never heard an explanation 
of	why	the	ban	was	finally	lifted	in	
1951 but, in 1946, the Bullseye putter 
exploded onto the market. You have to 
wonder if the pressure on the R&A to 
legalize	its	use	in	Great	Britain	
was too much to ignore.

In all fairness, there were other 
factors that lead to the center-shafted 
ban. Golfers were experimenting with 
all sorts of new designs, including the 
croquet-style, but there is no doubt that 
when American-born Walter Travis 
traveled to Great Britain and defeated 
the countrymen who lived in the 
birthplace of golf, it was the beginning 
of the rift between the golfers of the two 
countries.

copyright unknown/courtesy usga 
archives 

Walter Travis practicing 
at Garden City Golf Club in 
Garden City, N.Y. – with his 
favorite putter, of course. 

american golfer, march 1911 
A.F. Knight, inventor 
of the famous putter.

The Schenectady 
Putter
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Club display idea
For those who like to display old 

hickories or classics from the modern 
era, member Dick McDonough offers 
the suggestion of a display rack 
that he found at a Cabela’s store. 
It’s	designed	for	fishing	rods	but,	
says Dick, “I found it to be a perfect 
size	for	holding	golf	clubs.	I	find	it	
better	than	floor	or	wall	racks	due	

to the swivel, ease of attaching and 
removing clubs, and the manner in 
which they are displayed.” Similar 
racks are available at various outdoor 
sporting goods stores.

The GCS is not in the business of 
endorsing products, but does like to 
share collecting and display ideas, 
from one collector to another. 

Entire Golf Collection. 48 
years of collecting – golf 
balls (signature and plain 
in boxes and singles); sets 
of irons; individual irons; 
sets of woods; individual 
woods; putters; hickory golf 
clubs; golf bags; photos 
(some with autographs); 
numerous other golf-related 
items. Would like to sell all 
to ONE buyer. Price to be 
negotiated with interested 
buyers only. Rives McBee. 
See GCS Directory for email 
and phone number. 

Play clubs available from 
starter sets to the top of the 
line. Available completely 
restored or fix them up 
yourself. Putters, irons and 
woods, we have them all in 
our 17,000-club inventory. 
Max Hill, 512-328-0292; cell 
512-740-7368; email 
max@hickorysticks.net

Golf Book Sale
Lee Dieter, GCS No. 490, 
Is willing to help others 
build their collections at a 
reasonable price. Email for 
a list of over 1,200 books. 
FOR $10 EACH plus post.
lcdieter@shentel.net  
Looking for a book not on  
the list? Ask for a quote.

New book – “Fancy Face 
Golf Clubs”. 76 pages with 
79 sets of 3s, 35 pairs, 
and 200 singles. All steel 
shafted. $46 postpaid for 
softcover, $53 for hardover. 
Tom Hayes, 716-662-3926, 
thaze@roadrunner.com

Hickory golf supplies and 
tools. Buffalo and cowhide 
grips, waxed linen thread, 
bag stands, whipping 
stands, club straightening 
tool, shaft lengthening tool, 
Tru-Oil, grip tacks, thread 
pullers, club racks, repair 
services. Website: www.
Hickorygolfworkshop.com. 
Gary Eley, No. 08113.

Spalding Robert T. Jones Jr. W/S 
irons [a 2 and a 4]. MUST 
be serial number H36509. 
I have another 2 and a 
6 for trade or purchase. 
John Roth, 828-890-0180, 
johnkyran@outlook.com 

Callaway Hickory Stick Wedge 
that has the word Billet on 
the back of the wedge. Call 
Frank Henry, 352-683-4807, 
fhandmah@tampabay.rr.com

Guidebook help. Help us 
complete our guide to the 
best public golf courses 
in the U.S. Let us know if 
we’re missing your favorite. 
http://forelinksters.com

Autographs of pre-1936 
U.S. Open winners + 1957 
winner Dick Mayer; Handel 
Ceramics and Green Lenox 
Ceramics w/ silver rim; Loetz 
Vase with hand painted lady; 
silver trophy with enameled 
golfing scene; Dalrymple 
patent iron; Knight rake iron. 
Tom Lupinacci, 904-233-1023,
Tlupinacci1943@hotmail.com

Klin McGill golf clubs, 
especially wood shafted 
woods, Spade Mashie, etc. 
Tam O Shanter All American 
Golf Tournament, Memorial 
Tournament Contestant 
Badges and Programs, 
Walter Hagen items, and 
U.S. Women’s Amateur 
Contestant badges from the 
teens. Contact Jim Jeselnick 
at 219-928-5585 or email: 
jljeselnick@yahoo.com

Old golf scorecards in any 
condition. Golf photos 
programs, tickets, or 
miscellaneous items from 
the LPGA Championship 
held at the Sheraton Hotel 
CC in French Lick, Ind. 
during 1959-60. Or photos 
of Mickey Wright or Betsy 
Rawls while playing there. 
Contact Jim Jeselnick at 
219-928-5585 or email: 
jljeselnick@yahoo.com

Masters Tournament invitees 
& pairing sheets. Buy, sell or 
trade. Bob Lesley, 
574-862-2771 or 
blesley1947@gmail.com

Ceramics, Art. Peter Helweg, 
Richmond, Va., 
804-683-4697 
prhelweg@gmail.com 

Any memorabilia pertaining to 
The California Golf Club of 
San Francisco, founded in 
1918. Contact: Member Ray 
Youngdahl, 650-703-8349; 
or Glenn Smickley, GM, at 
650-244-0104, 
glenn@calclub.org

W. (Willie) Hobens clubs. And 
anything pertaining to 
Ridgewood Golf Club or 
Country Club of New Jersey. 
Tom Mitchell, 
201-825-3464 or 
tandjmitchell@msn.com

Early American Original 
Illustrator Golf Art, 1890-
1940, such as J.F. Kernan, 
A.B. Frost, Leyendecker, 
Christy, Gibson, Flagg, Held, 
Kemble, Briggs, or other 
such vintage illustrators. 
Dick McDonough, 
912-655-9666, 
ramcd3rd@gmail.com

FOR SALE

Classifieds

Bulletin Deadlines
. . . deadlines are absolute . . .
Regarding Classifieds: The GCS 

does not warranty the sale or 
guarantee the authenticity of any 
item, nor can be held liable for 
difficulties with any transaction. 

Inclusion of display ads or 
inserts does not constitute an 
endorsement of the advertised 

products by the GCS.

All submissions and ads must 
be received no later than the 

following dates:

  Sept.: July 21, 2014
  Dec.:  Oct. 20, 2014
  March:  Feb. 20, 2015
  June:  April 27, 2015

To Place an Ad
Type or print clearly, using 35 

words or less. Ad cost is $10 for 
members, $20 for non-members. 
Make check payable to GCS and 

send along with ad to:
GCS Classifieds
P.O. Box 2386

Florence, OR  97439

FOR SALE

WANTED

WANTED WANTED
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museum corner

One hundred years ago, Walter 
Hagen won the 1914 U.S. Open 

at Midlothian Country Club. It was his 
first victory in a career that totaled 11 
major championship titles – third all-
time behind Jack Nicklaus and Tiger 
Woods. This piece is an excerpt from the 
USGA’s book, “Great Moments of the 
U.S. Open,” which is available online at 
the USGA’s publication store or through 
Amazon or Barnes and Noble.
Just	months	after	he	finished	in	a	tie	

for	fourth	place	at	the	1913	U.S.	Open,	
21-year-old Walter Hagen packed up 
his belongings and traveled to Florida. 
The Country Club of Rochester, 
where Hagen was employed as a golf 
professional, had closed for the season, 
and Pat Moran, the manager of the 
Philadelphia Nationals professional 
baseball team, had invited him to pitch 
in some of their exhibition games over 
the winter. 

Hagen returned to Rochester the 
following spring brimming with 
confidence.	He	was	convinced	the	
Nationals would offer him a full tryout 
the next season, and so he prepared to 
spend the summer of 1914 splitting his 
duties as golf professional and pitching 
semi-pro baseball to get ready for the 
following year. Though he grew up as a 
caddie	and	had	success	in	his	first	U.S.	
Open appearance, Hagen, convinced 
his future was in baseball, decided not 
to enter the 1914 U.S. Open so that he 
could focus on his pitching. But Ernest 
Willard, the editor of the Democrat and 
Chronicle newspaper, was so impressed 
with Hagen’s play at The Country Club 
in	1913	that	he	offered	to	pay	Hagen’s	

expenses to Midlothian Country Club in 
Chicago, the site of the 1914 U.S. Open. 
Hagen thought it over and ultimately 
accepted. 

At Midlothian, Hagen dealt with 
some erratic tee shots, a heavily partisan 
crowd that was pulling for hometown 
hero Charles “Chick” Evans and a 
stomach ailment so severe he almost 
had to withdraw. But in the end, Hagen 
persevered and emerged victorious. 
The	victory	was	the	first	of	Hagen’s	11	
major championship titles and jump-
started the career of one of golf’s great 
showmen.

Unlike today, when golfers can 
earn exemptions into the U.S. Open, 
everyone who entered in 1914 had 
to go through qualifying, even the 

defending champion, Francis Ouimet. 
Hagen,	who	qualified	in	the	middle	of	
the pack, had a dinner of lobster and 
oysters on the eve of the championship. 
He awoke in the middle of the night 
with severe stomach pains and was so 
weak by morning that he considered 
withdrawing. Though it hurt to take a 
full swing, Hagen decided to give it a 
go. His opening-round 68 matched the 
lowest 18-hole score in championship 
history to that point – a record that was 
not eclipsed for more than a decade – 
and	he	led	the	field	by	one	stroke.	

Hagen maintained that lead through 
36	holes,	and	a	third-round	75	left	him	
two strokes clear of Tom McNamara 
heading	into	the	final	round.	McNamara	
faded	with	an	83,	but	a	challenge	to	

Walter Hagen: 
The Ultimate 
Professional

by Michael Trostel, USGA

copyright unknown/courtesy usga archives 
Walter Hagen holds the U.S. Open trophy.  He won the U.S. Open in 1914 and 
1919.  
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Hagen’s lead came from Evans, who 
trailed	by	eight	strokes	after	36	holes,	
but closed to within one as the players 
made	the	turn	in	the	final	round.	

According to The American Golfer, 
the gallery was openly rooting for 
Evans, while Hagen, despite leading 
at the conclusion of each round, had 
only a handful of followers: “Hagen 
had a rather small and undemonstrative 
following. Not far behind was the big 
gallery following Mr. Evans. Cheers and 
the noise of hand clapping coming over 
the course occasionally told Hagen that 
the amateur was on his track.” 
Hagen,	who	teed	off	30	minutes	

before Evans, pulled his tee shot on the 
72nd hole into the rough by the ninth 
green, but he pitched his ball to 8 feet 
to set up a birdie and post 290. In fact, 
Hagen birdied the short 277-yard, par-4 
18th in each round – a feat that has yet 
to be repeated by a champion. Evans, 
who carried only seven clubs during the 
week, came to the home hole needing 
a 2 to force a playoff with Hagen. A 
good drive left him just off the green, 
but when his chip settled 10 inches 
from the hole, Hagen had claimed the 
first	victory	of	his	professional	career.	
He	was	the	first	start-to-finish	winner,	
without ties, in U.S. Open history – only 

five	players	have	since	matched	him.	
The USGA Museum has several 

Walter Hagen artifacts on display in 
its “Golden Age” gallery, including 
the gold medals from his victories 
in the 1914 and 1919 U.S. Open 
Championships and a mashie that 
Hagen made and used in the 1914 U.S. 
Open.

At the turn of the century, it was 
unthinkable to make a living as a 
tournament golfer. Most professionals 
accepted appointments at northern clubs 
in the summer and southern resorts 
during the winter. Professional events, 
limited in number, were simple affairs 
offering	little	prize	money.	The	situation	
slowly changed after World War I, when 
a	loosely	organized	calendar	of	events	
developed from coast to coast. The 
professionals who competed paid their 
own	expenses	from	the	prize	money	
they collected. 

Hagen augmented his earnings by 
playing in more than 1,500 exhibitions 
during his career, often traveling to 
places such as the Dakotas, Wyoming 
and Utah to promote the game. In doing 
so,	he	became	the	first	professional	
golfer, as opposed to golf professional, 
who made his living exclusively by 
playing golf. 

Hagen’s victory in the 1914 U.S. 
Open started the career of one of golf’s 
most colorful champions. Galleries 
loved him for his talent, his swagger 
and his showmanship. He enjoyed 
fine	clothes	and	automobiles.	“I	never	
wanted to be a millionaire,” he wrote, “I 
just wanted to live like one.” 

Hagen, who himself rose from 
humble origins, fought for the rights of 
professional golfers, who were treated 
like	second-class	citizens	for	much	
of the early part of the 20th century. 
His temperament and character were 
instrumental in improving the status of 
professional golfers. Hagen’s enduring 
impact on improving the stature of the 
professional golfer remains his greatest 
legacy.	His	contributions	in	this	field	
prompted	Gene	Sarazen	to	say,	“All	
the professionals … should say a silent 
thanks to Walter Hagen each time they 
stretch	a	check	between	their	fingers.	It	
was Walter who made professional golf 
what it is.”

copyright unknown/courtesy usga archives 
Hagen is about to hit to the final hole at the 1914 U.S. Open Championship held at Midlothian 
Country Club, Blue Island, Ill. He would pitch to within 10 feet and hole the birdie putt for an even-
tual one shot win over Chick Evans.
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dome tees

Dome Tees have been in existence since the 
beginning of the 20th century. A patent was issued 

to Geo. James Williams of Birmingham England in 1905.
Williams declared his tees “are manufactured from 

cardboard, paste board, paper mache or other compositions 
of a light nature, and are best made from like materials in 
a pulpy or semi-liquid condition, which enables me to vary 
the thickness of the tee, so as to make it strong at the right 
part,	and	thin	or	more	flexible	at	other	parts.”
This	type	of	tee	would	be	classified	as	a	“surface	tee”	or	

one	that	lays	flat	on	the	ground.
Dome tees were revived during the late 1920s. The 

materials used were either celluloid or other types of 
plastics.
Manufacturers	seized	the	opportunity	to	market	them	

with advertising, touting such products as beverages, grass 
seed,	fertilizers,	clothing,	golf	supplies,	utility	companies,	
cigarettes, and banks. These companies would hand them out as giveaways.

GCS Tech Talk
Our Facebook website has taken off in the last few 

months, now exceeding over 200 members and 
gaining “LIKES” every day. This is very exciting, connecting 
antique golf collectors from around the world. Remember, to 
post on the page and interact with other collectors you must 
be a Facebook member and then go to the Golf Collectors 
Society page and hit the “LIKE” symbol.

There is no denying, the Internet is the future and if you are 
not on it, you are missing out on quite a lot.

For instance, there are many golf antiques for sale on the 
eBay	website.	You	can	find	hickory	golf	clubs,	sterling	silver	
trophies, golf programs, vintage golf books and much more. 

But, to use these sites, you must register. There is no need 
to feel insecure about registering your personal information. I 
and many of my friends have done so for more than 20 years 
and there have been no security problems and nothing to fear. 
These are secure websites and it’s as easy as getting your 
drivers license. Give it a try and get connected to the world!

by Scott Pioli



Licensed Auctioneer Andrea Voss: TX 16406. Buyer’s Premium 19.5%. See HA.com for details.  
HERITAGE Reg. U.S. Pat & TM Off. 32791
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Consignment 
Deadline: 
August 4

Mike Gutierrez
Consignment Director 
MikeG@HA.com 
Ext. 1183

Chris Ivy
Director of  
Sports Auctions
CIvy@HA.com 
Ext. 1319

Call 877-HERITAGE (437-4824)  
or Email Sports@HA.com Today 

To Discuss Opportunities

Seeking Vintage Collections and Consignments

Annual Sales Exceed $900 Million  ❘  850,000+ Online Bidder-Members

3500 Maple Ave.  ❘  Dallas, TX 75219  ❘  877-HERITAGE (437-4824)  ❘  HA.com
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1995 Ryder Cup Captains Trophy 
Presented to Sam Snead.
Estimate: $10,000+

1918 Walter Hagen Gold Red Cross 
Competition Winners Medal.

Estimate: $5,000+

1857 Pau Golf Club Medal.
Estimate: $10,000+

1921 Ted Ray International Match 
Gold Contestant Badge.
Estimate: $4,000+

1906 USGA Women’s Amateur 
Contestant Badge.

Estimate: $2,000+

1952 Masters Championship 
Trophy Won by Sam Snead.

Estimate: $100,000+

1942 PGA Championship Wanamaker 
Trophy Won by Sam Snead.

Estimate: $80,000+

Always Accepting Quality Consignments in 38 categories.  
Immediate Cash Advances up to $50 Million.




