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The ArT of 
hinTermeisTer
American illustrator Henry (Hy) 
Hintermeister, 1897-1972, along 
with his father, John Henry “Hy” 
Hintermeister, were known for 
their illustrations and magazine 
cover art. Several calendar 
art companies featured their 
work, including Brown and 
Bigelow, The Osborne Co., 
Louis F. Kemper Thomas, and 
American Art Works. From the 
1890s-1940s, father and son, 
whose signatures are virtually 
identical, together produced 
more than 1,050 illustrations. 
Their work, often compared 
with that of Norman Rockwell, 
ranges from fishing and 
pastoral scenes to humorous 
golfing scenes. A sampling of 
the younger Hintermeister’s 
work appears in the Feb/March 
edition of Golf Sport.  “Banana 
Ball”, above, is estimated at 
between $5,000-$7,000. “Lining 
it Up”, left, fetched $2,300 at 
auction (July 2012).

Images courtesy of 
Copley Fine Art Auctions.
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From Pete League – 
“Here’s how to get 

some cool golf stuff. 
While working as 
a gallery guard on 
the 10th hole during 
the 2011 Masters 
Tournament, I 
happened to be hit 
on the upper left side 
of my back (on the fly) by Louis Oosthuizen’s tee 
shot. I saw and heard the forecaddie shout ‘Fore 
Right!!’ but I could not see the ball, so I turned 
away from the tee and covered my head with my 
arms to protect myself… and then “Whoompff” 
(or something like that). The ball  bounced off my 
back and into a fairly decent lie in the right rough.  
Mr. Oosthuizen came up to me and asked if I was 
okay (I was) and then reached into his bag and 
pulled out a glove and a ball, signed both, and gave 
them to me. The glove has the little red reminder 
dot that became famous after he won The Open at 
St. Andrews in 2010. For the record, the glove is 
a Footjoy, size ML. The ball is a Titleist ProV1x. 
His personal mark on this ball is a vertical red line 
directly over the number (this particular ball is a 
‘3’). This little bit of memorabilia is significant 
to me because I worked The Open as a gallery 
marshall in 2010 (Oosthuizen’s year).

Four items found by Pat Sutton 
recently include: a 1928 PGA 
Contestant’s badge (held at Five 
Farms C.C. and won by Leo 
Diegel); a 1946 Women’s U.S. 
Open Program and ticket (held at 
Spokane C.C.); and a 1910 Men’s 
U.S. Amateur 
contestants badge 
(won by William 
Fownes Jr. at The 
Country Club).

All you have to do is get hit by a tee shot

One more look from the Annual 
Meeting in Southern Pines

Clockwise from upper right: 
items from the Dieter display; 
long noses at Bob Hansen’s 
display; newly published 
history (three volumes) of the 
U.S. Amateur from Classics of 
Golf; Bob Muir (left) and Mike 
Fay; a silver inkwell purchased 
by Tad Moore; cover of an 
early photo album. 

Licensed Auctioneer Andrea Voss: TX 16406. Buyer’s Premium 19.5%. See HA.com for details.  
HERITAGE Reg. U.S. Pat & TM Off. 31743

HA.com/TwitterHA.com/FBSports

SPORTS COLLECTIBLES AUCTION 
J U N E  6 - 7 ,  2 0 1 4   |   D A L L A S   |   O N L I N E

Consignment 
Deadline: 
April 15

Auction Your Treasures Alongside Part III of The Most Significant  
Hall of Fame Golf Collection Ever Offered At Auction  

The Sam Snead Collection

Mike Gutierrez
Consignment Director 
MikeG@HA.com 
Ext. 1183

Chris Ivy
Director of  
Sports Auctions
CIvy@HA.com 
Ext. 1319

Call 877-HERITAGE (437-4824)  
or Email Today  

To Discuss Opportunities

Seeking Vintage Collections and Consignments  
for our June Golf Collectibles Auction

Annual Sales Exceed $800 Million  ❘  850,000+ Online Bidder-Members

3500 Maple Ave.  ❘  Dallas, TX 75219  ❘  877-HERITAGE (437-4824)  ❘  HA.com

DALLAS  ❘  NEW YORK  ❘  BEVERLY HILLS  ❘  SAN FRANCISCO  ❘  HOUSTON  ❘  PARIS  ❘  GENEVA

1995 Ryder Cup Captains Trophy 
Presented to Sam Snead.
Estimate: $10,000+

1952 Masters Championship 
Trophy Won by Sam Snead.

Estimate: $100,000+

1872 Replica British Open 
Championship Medal. 

Estimate: $10,000+

1942 PGA Championship Wanamaker 
Trophy Won by Sam Snead.

Estimate: $80,000+

Always Accepting Quality Consignments in 38 categories.  
Immediate Cash Advances up to $50 Million.

2002 Sam Snead Masters Bag  
Autographed by Masters 
Champions with Letter.
Estimate: $40,000+ 

1953 US Open Runner Up 
Medal Won by Sam Snead.  

Estimate: $10,000+ 

1937 St. Paul Open Championship 
Medal Won by Sam Snead.

Estimate: $10,000+ 

Gene Sarazen Golf Outfit from 
1965 Golf Magazine Cover.

Estimate: $2,000+
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From the Editor  
Inside this old wood frame house the furnace is blowing hard, 

keeping pace with the bitter cold and the blowing snow that are 
the hallmarks of this marathon winter. And how green the grass 
looked in California and Arizona, at least on the television screen; 
mesmerizing to the ice-bound northerner, dreaming of actually 
playing the game rather than watching young thoroughbreds 
smack yet another 300-yard drive.

We take to our workshops then, and read our books and consider 
the gaps in our collections, or contemplate their strengths.

Speaking of workshops, among our membership are not a few 
who are skilled in the craftsman department. Ron Luster, for one, 
is an example of that restless creativity that must find an outlet. 
Fortunately for his many friends, Ron has proven a genius at 
turning new wood golf shafts. In Scotland, an earlier craftsman, 
Old Tom, is in the news with the discovery of the location of his 
first shop. How interesting to think of him just starting on his own.

New member Michael Shiff has created an annual bucket list, 
beginning with the “collection” of the Grand Slam courses of one 
Mr. Robert T. Jones Jr. His journey, shared in this issue, brings 
thoughts of the greens and rounds to come in 2014, perhaps not on 
hallowed courses, but nonetheless delicious for the northern duffer 
having survived several months of snowbound anticipation.

Thanks to all contributors for a wonderful lineup of articles.
Jim Davis

on the cover
From the collection of Scott Pioli, Region 1 director.

Johnny Walker on the tee. The well known Scotch man and his 
caddie is an example of die cut tin advertising, where the actual 
advertising piece is cut to look real or three dimensional. This served 
as a calendar for counter display in liquor stores, c. 1920. (This 
image appeared in the Great Golf Collections of the World book and 
is reprinted with permission.)
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Desk
President’s

From The

Catherine Ryan Hyde’s novel, “Pay-
It-Forward”, made into a hit movie 
in 2000, was about a seventh grader 

who, after doing a favor or doing a good 
deed, asked not to be “paid back.” Instead, 
he asked the individual to do a good deed for 
someone else, to pay it forward. 

Though the GCS was founded long before 
the movie, “Pay-It-Forward” has been the 
spirit of the organization from its inception.  
Our Founders, through the years, met many 
strangers and molded them into friends and 
collectors. Many were friends for life. I was 
fortunate to be one of them. Joe Murdoch 
was a business associate of my father. I was 
introduced to him before entering college.

Thirteen years later, prior to moving to 
Chicago, I met Bob Kuntz several times. 
Fortunately Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan 
were a small part of my very large sales 
territory. Those years gave me the chance to 
sit with men such as Mort Olman, Col. Otto 
Probst, and, of course, Bob Kuntz. 

These men and many others were a wealth 
of knowledge about the game, its artifacts and 
its history, both here and abroad. Verbally and 
in kind they added to my “collection.”

These GCS pioneers are vividly etched in 
my memory. Their faces. Their collections. 
Their rooms full of “stuff”, as their better-
halves often described it. Their willingness to 
share. I was lucky to be in the right place at 

the right time.  
Book collecting was my passion early on 

and Joe knew books. He often advised me 
and always said, “If you are not sure you 
want one in that condition, just wait. They are 
like street cars; another one will come along 
soon.” I did. And it did.

Now it is your turn. Call it what you 
will: doing a favor for another or paying-
it–forward. They are almost the same. But 
just do it. Remember the collector who once 
helped you? It’s your turn to help two more. 
It can be going the extra step with advice. 
Or maybe giving a new collector a price 
break on the current value of an item – you 
probably acquired it for a lot less. How about 
all those items you can’t sell…trinkets, ball 
markers, divot fixers, tournament towels. 
What are you going to do with them? “Pay-it-
Forward” to the First Tee. Those kids would 
be thrilled to receive a new, unused golf item. 
Gifts from a stranger to the future.

You can do it. And years from now 
someone will do the same for another 
collector not knowing the chain of kindness 
began with you!    

A final thought. Give a friend a year’s GCS 
membership. 

John G. Capers, III 
President

Golf Collectors Society

John G. Capers, III (Member 
No. 0003) is the 15th GCS 
president. His low number 

does not mean he is the 
oldest living member – 

“fortunately there are others,” 
he says. “I was just early to 

join this premier Society.”
A Philadelphia native, John 
graduated from Sewanee, 

The University of the South, 
in Sewanee, Tenn. He 

played on the golf team and 
twice won his conference’s 

championship. 
The next 40-plus years 

were spent in publishing, 
and traveling between New 

York, Boston, Chicago, 
and Philadelphia. Still, John 
managed to squeeze in 20 

club championships and 
several trips to the U.S. 

Amateur. “I still have a few 
good rounds when I scare the 

younger crowd.”
Today he serves as the 

Merion Golf Club Historian/
Archivist. His committee 

cares for more than 125,000 
documents, plus several 

thousand artifacts. John also 
is on the USGA Museum and 

Library Committee.
He and his wife, Ann, have 

three daughters and four 
grandchildren. As a golfer 
herself, Ann understands 

John’s passion for the game. 
“Without her support and 

understanding,” he says, “I 
never could have put together 

my golf career or collection. 
May all GCS members be as 

fortunate!”   

Book collecting 
was my passion 
early on and Joe 
(Murdoch) knew 
books. He often 
advised me. Now 
it is our turn to 
pay it forward.
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Message
Director’s

Executive

Thank you for renewing your GCS membership!  
We appreciate your support of the Society. In 

addition to renewals, some former members returned 
(welcome back!) and a number of you took advantage 
of our GCS Holiday Gift membership. We trust all the 
gift recipients will enjoy being a part of our unique 
community.  

Your 2014 GCS Membership Directory is included 
with this issue of the Bulletin. Should your contact 
information or email address change during the year, 
please keep us informed so you will continue to 
receive the Bulletin and GCS email blasts.  

The “Events” page on the GCS website is filling up 
with spring and summer events. In addition, you can 
access the GCS Facebook page by clicking on the link 
at the bottom of the home page of www.golfcollectors.
com. We list golf events run by members at no charge.  
Please submit your event listings by the 15th of each 
month.  

Be sure to mark your calendar for the 44th GCS 
Annual Meeting & Trade Show scheduled for Nov. 
13-15 at the Suncoast Hotel & Casino just north of 
the Las Vegas Strip. This was the site of the very 
successful 2006 Annual Meeting. Golf will be played 
on the Palm Course at the adjacent Angel Park Golf 
Club. Don’t miss this great opportunity to spend 
a few days in this exciting destination city which 
has something for everyone.  The brochure and 
registration form will be in the mail to you around 
Aug. 1, as well as posted on the “Events” page of the 
GCS website.  

GCS Regional Director Elections will be held in 
Regions 2, 6, and 8 this summer. If you live in one 
of those regions and are interested in serving, please 
contact John Fischer III, nominating committee chair 
(JFischer@peckshaffer.com).   

Yours sincerely,

Karen Bednarski

GCS Tech Talk

Over 500 million people use Facebook; 250 million people 
login to Facebook each day. That is one reason I started the 

Facebook site for the Golf Collectors Society. We need exposure 
to young and old alike. Facebook is a linking tool for us to 
possibly attract young new collectors world wide, yet it is also a 
site that we (GCS) can use to communicate daily.

The site is accessible by registering for Facebook. You 
would then “like” the GCS site and you would be able to see 
photographs, items for sale, news and conversations with other 
collectors around the world.

As of now, I have collectors from Australia, England, Japan, 
and more. This could only happen from using the Internet. Access 
to the world is at our fingertips and Facebook is only one way to 
connect with the world.

You can also connect with friends and family who use Facebook; 
it is not just for Golf Collectors. Our main goal is to attract a bigger 
audience, and to do this, interesting photographs of antique golf 
items are posted on our site as well as items for sale. “What is my 
item worth?” comes up a lot, too. You can post your own photos 
on here and show the world what you have. It is very fun and 
interesting. Hopefully, each and every one you will check it out.

by Scott Pioli

A sample screenshot of what you may see on our 
Facebook page. Sample posts include photos of 

antiques and meeting notices.

Hole No. 5 on 
the Palm Course 
of the Angel Park 
Golf Club, often 
ranked as the best 
course in the area 
by readers of the  
Las Vegas Review 
Journal.

 Notice of election for regional directors
Elections for directors of the GCS Board for Regions 2, 

6, and 8 will be held at the 2014 Annual Meeting. If you are 
a GCS member in one of these regions and are interested 
in serving a three-year term on the Board beginning 
in November, please contact John Fischer, chair of the 
nominating committee, by email at jfischer@peckshaffer.com 
or by phone at 513-871-9050.
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Regional
News

Region 1 – Scott Pioli, Director
Antique show is set for March 22
The GCS Region 1 Antique Golf Show is scheduled for 9 

a.m.-3 p.m., Saturday, March 22 at the USGA headquarters, 
77 Liberty Corner Road, Far Hills, N.J. The show will be 
in the Administration Building adjacent to the museum. 
Directions are available at www.usga.org/general_info/
Directions-To-USGA/ Admission is free to GCS members. 

This is always an exciting show, combining as it does 
the wealth of golf history at the USGA, and the region’s 
reputation for golf history and antiques. The show’s dealers 
are known for bringing beautiful and rare collectibles.

Collectibles and golf antiques may get our attention, but it’s 
the show’s proximity to the USGA museum that is the icing 
on the cake. Show visitors can explore the Bobby Jones room, 
Ben Hogan room and the new Arnold Palmer Center for Golf 
History. Here you can see the gold medals won by Bobby 
Jones from his historic Grand Slam and much more.

The USGA Museum is offering free admission to GCS 
members (one each) the day of the show.  It is worth the trip 
to see the show and visit the USGA Museum.

Contact Scott Pioli at golfstuff5@aol.com for information.

Region 3 – Graham Anderson, Director
If you’re interested in some warmer weather, Gary Wyckoff 

will host the 2014 Florida Golf Show at Kissimmee Bay 
Country Club (near Orlando) from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. on Sunday, 
March 30. Contact Gary at 937-441-1483 or gwyckoff@
logan.net for information, or visit the EVENTS page of  
www.golfcollectors.com for a registration form.

Region 6 – Jim Jeselnick, Director
Jim Jeselnick reports:

Plans are currently underway for the third annual Michiana 
Hickory Golf Outing to be played at 1 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 
9 at the Warren Golf Course on the campus of the University 
of Notre Dame in South Bend, Ind. Divisions will be Open, 
Senior, and Scramble. There also will be a Trade Show on 
Saturday morning and possibly a few other surprises. We are 
also hoping to have a hickory tournament in the Chicago area, 
coupled with a trunk trade show and a visit to a prominent golf 
collector’s home. Stay tuned for more information. 

The All American Hickory Open is scheduled for May 
16-17 at Rock Island Arsenal Golf Club.

The event was held there last year and it was very special. 
The course is almost all original and organizer Connor Lewis 
has arranged for three divisions of gutty play and one division 
of post-1900 hickory play. Contact Connor for an entry form 
at connorT2@aol.com. 

Region 7 – Duane Baylor, Director
Golf outings highlight the Region 7 calendar
First up is the Homesteader Hickory Open, scheduled for 

May 3-4 on the Beatrice Country Club in Beatrice, Neb. The 
course is c. 1917, by Tom Bendelow. Organizers plan to post 
information and registration by April 1 online at  
www.beatricecc.com.

Second on the list is the venerable Heart of America, 
scheduled for July 18-20 on the Bright Grandview Golf 
Course in Des Moines, Iowa. As always this most enjoyable 
outing features hickory golf, a swap meet and a host 
of familiar and welcoming characters. Look for more 
information by April as organizers finalize the details. 
Meanwhile, contact Bill Reed for what’s known at this point – 
Wreedassociates@aol.com  

Bill can also help with information on Region 7’s third 
big golf outing – the Iowa Hickory Classic, scheduled for 
Sept. 12-13 at the Hyperion Country Club in Des Moines. 
Organizers host both hickory golf and a great late-summer 
swap meet.

Region 9 – Eddie Breeden, Director

Fourteen hickory golfers, above, met up for a mid-December 
round at the Links at Summerly in Lake Elsinore, Calif. Temps 
were in the high 70’s under a cloudless sky. Four golfers 
participated in an old-time gutty match playing with pre-1900 
clubs and replica gutta percha golf balls. A few low scores, a 
few more drinks, and no broken clubs made for a great day.

The third annual California Hickory North-South is 
scheduled for June 19-21 at the Pacific Grove Golf Links near 
Pebble Beach. The event looks to grow as it has each year. 
A tournament social kicks off the event, two rounds of golf 
along the Pacific Ocean, a tournament BBQ near the beach, 
and lots of fun in some nice cool summer weather. Event 
registration and info can be found on the GCS, SoHG, and 
www.pacifichickory.com websites.

In July 2014 the first Pacific Coast Cup matches are 
planned, pitting teams from Washington/Oregon vs. California 
in Ryder Cup-style matches. This three-day event will be 
held in Oregon on a historic turn-of-the-century course. We’ll 
provide more information as details are finalized.
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regional news
Region 4 – Pete League, Director

As most of you know, the Onion Creek Classic is on 
March 20-22 this year – same wonderful venue, the Onion 
Creek Golf Club in Austin, Texas. I want to thank Russ Fisher 
for his wonderful, and unsolicited, comments about the event 
in the December Bulletin. Regarding the event, I’m happy to 
report that Austin’s Alamo Drafthouse Cinema has agreed to 
furnish our hospitality room with plenty of good, cold Shiner 
beer. That’s genuine Texas beer, folks, and I have a LOT 
of it stored in my garage. Also, we have received (to date) 
commitments from anonymous Onion Creek Club members 
for $1,000 toward the tournament’s expenses. If any of you 
reading this would like to be a GOLD ($200), SILVER ($100) 
or BRONZE ($75 sponsor), please contact me.

Another Texas hickory tournament??
Thanks to former Region 4 chairman Rives McBee for being 

alert to interest expressed by an old friend in Victoria, Texas. 
Rives was telling Claud Jacobs, a long-time friend, about 
having played in some hickory tournaments. Claud, who runs a 
tournament in Victoria immediately jumped on the idea. 

The outcome of that discussion came on Saturday, Jan. 11, 
when the good people at Austin’s Onion Creek Club hosted a 
small gathering of golf collectors/hickory players. At the meeting 
were:  Rives and Gary Proctor of Dallas, Pete League and Max 
Hill of Austin, Michael Sloan and Jeremy Wright of Houston, 
and Claud Jacobs and LaRue Roth of Victoria. Ms. Roth is the 
director of the Victoria Convention and Visitors Bureau and has a 
great track record of promoting Victoria events.

The group discussed the potential of a hickory tournament 
at Victoria’s The Club at Colony Creek in mid-March 2014.  
While the format has not been finalized, it appears that it will 
be a scramble with teams of four – three experienced hickory 
players paired with one local businessman/sponsor. The 
proposed format received unanimous support from those at 
the meeting. It may be a one-day event on Sunday, March 16.  
Hickory players will have the opportunity to play the course, 
recently overhauled and upgraded, on Saturday, March 15 and 
Monday, March 17. Many of the entrants will want to drive 
right on up to the Austin area to participate in the following 
week’s Onion Creek Hickory Classic.

Claude Jacobs is one of the owners of The Club at Colony 
Creek and has generously agreed to make his course available 
for hickory play.

Look for more information in the coming weeks. This 
new tournament might develop into something really big, if 
Claud’s enthusiasm and support is any indicator.

A Texas Hickory Tour?
At the same meeting described above,  Region 4 member 

Jeremy Wright of Houston outlined his vision of a “Texas 
Hickory Golf Tour” with one or two tournaments held in 
the Houston, San Antonio, and Dallas areas, as well as the 
budding tournament in Victoria. Jeremy is also working on a 
website for the group. We’ll let you know when it goes live.

Onion Creek flooding
Look very carefully at this photo. Above this golfer’s right 

shoulder and a little bit to the left at about the mid-point of the 
photo, there is a car tire hanging from the end of a limb of the 
tree. Then think of how much water it took to get that heavy 
tire up and onto that tree. The Austin American-Statesman 
reported that the water above Onion Creek was about 46 feet 
above the creek bed during the Halloween 2013 flood. The 
photo was taken by Onion Creek member Clyde Walls.

Large collection for sale…  
I noticed that Max Hill (left), 
former GCS Region 4 director, 
and owner of arguably the 
world’s largest collection of 
hickory clubs, has the entire lot 
for sale on eBay. His contact 
info is in the GCS Directory.

Share your collection!
I want to do some write-ups on your collections. Drop an 

e-mail to me at league1967@austin.rr.com and let me know 
about yourself and your collections, especially if you believe 
you have something unique that you want to share with the 
rest of the membership.    

On the beach at Pebble Beach
I was in Pebble Beach in early February for the AT&T 

Pebble Beach National Pro-Am where I worked on the bunker 
crew. I’ll share stories of any interesting happenings.

National Meeting in Las Vegas
I encourage everyone to consider attending the annual 

meeting in Las Vegas, Nov. 13-15.
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We are very pleased to welcome the 
following new members to the GCS:  

Region 1
Joe Pilozzotto, Brooklyn, N.Y.
Wayne Xing, Amherst, Mass.

Region 2
Ari Flaisher, Ardmore, Pa.
Thomas Paul, Newtown Square, Pa.
Stuart Wolffe, Baltimore, Md.

Region 3
Tom Clements, Aiken, S.C.
Richard Diedrich, Atlanta, Ga.
Marion Dunn, Dunwoody, Ga.
John R. Graham, N. Myrtle Beach, S.C.

Tom Nelson, Wabasso, Fla.
Luke Williams, Bay Harbor Islands, Fla.
Josh Wolfe, Ashville, N.C.

Region 4
Thomas H. Graham, Broken Arrow, Okla.
Michael D. Sloan, Houston, Texas
Jeff Smith, Greenwood, Ark.
Terry Todd, Austin, Texas

Region 5
Mike Brooks, Huntington Woods, Mich.
Christopher Hufnagel, Ada, Mich.

Region 6
Tim Gray, South Bend, Ind.
Matt Grivetti, Bloomington, Ill.

Region 7
Erik Espe, Browerville, Minn.
Pete Hittle, Sioux City, Iowa
Charles H. Mulligan III, Haigler, Neb.

Region 8
David McDonald, Washougal, Wash.

Region 9
Roxanne Charley, Payson, Ariz.
Sam Davis, Gilbert, Ariz.
Chace Gibbs, Gilbert, Ariz.
Kevin B. Gibbs, Oceanside, Calif.
Jimmy Hill, Tulare, Calif.
Josh Parks, Valencia, Calif.

Welcome New Members

regional news

Region 10 – David Burgess, 
Director

The irrepressible Ron Lyons hosts 
this golf outing in one of the most 
magnificent of settings, the Canadian 
Rockies that march past the Legends 
Golf and Country Club in Sherwood 

Park, Alberta Canada.
The 15th annual Canadian Open 

Hickory Championship is scheduled 
for Aug. 13-15. It includes a USA/
Canada match (Ryder Cup format), 
27-hole tournament, practice rounds, 
BBQ and banquet. Many come up a few 
days early for the annual two day pre-

tournament road trip or stay a few days 
afterward to golf  at a variety of golf 
courses. All are welcome!

For information, contact Ron Lyons 
at antiquegolf@shaw.ca; the golf course 
at 780-449-4911; or check the Legends 
website at www.legendsgolf.ca

Region 8 – Pat Sutton, Director
A gathering of our Northwest Golf 

Collectors to be held at Riverside Golf 
and Country Club on March 22-23. This 
is the 28th straight year we have gotten 
together, and this year we are adding a 
Hickory Hacker Golf Tournament to be 
played at Riverside on March 21.

Our Trade Show will be open to 
the public for buying, trading, and 
free appraisals from 9 a.m.-6 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 22; and from 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. on Sunday March 23.

We usually have around 30 display 
tables with 15-20 collectors-dealers 
selling and trading. We expect to have 
200-500 people come through the doors.

Golf Pro of the Year
Congratulations are in 

order for Region 8 Director 
Pat Sutton who was named 
the 2013 Golf Professional 
of the Year by the Oregon 
Golf Association. 

“I have been the head 
professional at Riverside 
Golf and Country Club in 
Portland for 30+  years,” Pat 
says. “And I began working 
for them 10 years earlier.”

Pat played his college golf 
at Oregon State University in 
1975-1976. 

“I got involved in 
collecting golf memorabilia 
when the superintendent at 
Riverside retired and decided 
to sell his MacGregor woods 
to me,” he says. “Any good or cool player in the 1970’s had to own a set of 
MacGregor’s. I collect everything but specialize in golf books and anything 
related to golf in the Pacific Northwest.”
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to absent friends
Bob Lucas
Nov. 20, 2013
GCS No. 1254

Bob, 68, passed away of a heart attack while playing 
golf on his home course in Surprise, Ariz. He is survived 
by his wife, Gale Allen; a son, mother, and brother-in-
law. Memorial donations may be made to the Wounded 
Warrior Project at www.woundedwarriorproject.org or to 
Phoenix Children’s Hospital at 
www.phoenixchildrensfoundation.com.

Joe Garrity
Dec. 19, 2013
GCS No. 761

Joseph, 81, of North Kingstown, R.I., 
died peacefully at St. Elizabeth Home. He 
is survived by his wife, Marilyn. Joe was a 
firefighter until his retirement in 1988. He served in the 
U.S. Navy during the Korean War and was a member of 
the Exeter Golf Club. He enjoyed reading, golfing, sports, 
and traveling. He received full military honors at his 
burial. Friends were invited to send gifts in his memory to 
“The First Tee,” 425 South Legacy Trail, St. Augustine, 
Fla. 32092 (www.thefirsttee.org). 

Harry Mack Horton
Dec. 18, 2013
GCS No. 213
Remembrance by Bill Reed

On Dec. 18, 2013, the Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation retired 
forever the Wisconsin license plate that 
read  “GCS 213”. That was the plate 
that Harry Mack Horton of Middleton, 
Wisc., proudly displayed on the Golden 
Cadillac that reflected his membership 
number in the Golf Collectors Society, 
which he joined in 1973. Harry was 
born Oct. 15, 1924 and was 89 when he 
left us for greener fairways. 

Harry Mack Horton served during 
WWII as an officer in the U.S. Marine 
Corps. He graduated from Yale 
University in 1948 and married Ann 
in 1951, a union that produced three 
children: son Harry M. Horton III of 
Berkely, Calif.; Diana Horton-Williams 
of Madison, Wisc.; and Hope Voss-
Horton of Chapel Hill, N.C.

 Home life was again interrupted 
by war when Harry was recalled to 
active service for an additional 1½ 
years during the Korean Conflict. After 
the truce, Harry put his education 
to work as sales manager for two 
divisions of the FMC – a manufacturing 
conglomerate. He retired in 1981 at age 
57, an age that allowed him to spread 
his wings and spread the traditions of 
hickory golf, a pastime and hobby that 
benefitted from his participation for the 
next 40 years.

Harry’s engineering 
background and his 
search for perfection 
in all things hickory 
were quite possibly the 
reason his business card 
featured the words: “PAST 
PERFECT”, such as the 
perfect iron, the perfect 
wood, the perfect swing, 
the perfect shaft – just 
plain perfect in all things. 
That was the goal of Harry 
Horton, when others 
would have said “that’s 
close enough”. It had to 
be perfect for the perfect 
statesman of the game.

Harry lost his wife, Ann, 
in 1999 after nearly 49 
years of marriage. He met 
his surviving wife, Garnet, 
in a Grief Counseling class 
as Garnet had lost her 
mate in 1999 as well. They 
were married in 2001 and, 
to again use that word, 
they were a “perfect” 
compliment to each other. 

One of the Harry’s 
favorite hickory venues was the Iowa 
Hickory Classic held at Hyperion 
Field Club of Des Moines. It’s an 
unadulterated Tom Bendelow design 
and Harry loved to attend the event. 
The Board of Directors of the Hickory 
Golf Association in 2009 voted to 
honor Harry by naming the Senior 

Hickory Trophy after him for his many 
contributions to the world of hickory 
golf and the collecting of the game’s 
memorabilia. 

Back to that Wisconsin license plate: 
if it were a banner, it would be flying 
high in the Hickory Hall of Fame.

Here’s to you, Harry Mack...
“Hey barkeep, Guinness all around.”

Harry mack HortoN, left, in 2009 with Bill Reed and the 
Harry Mack Horton Senior Hickory Trophy presented by the 
Hickory Golf Association.
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By Gordon Beggs

The second and third decades of the 20th century 
witnessed a proliferation of miniature golf 

courses in the United States, with tens of thousands 
established all across the county. The Depression 
unfortunately put even this relatively inexpensive form 
of golf out of reach for most, and by the end of the 
1930s almost all the courses had disappeared.

Ever on the look out for hickory-era golf 
opportunities, I discovered a hardy survivor in Allison’s 
MiniGolf, located in Geneva-on-the-Lake, Ohio, a small 
resort town 50 miles northeast of Cleveland.  

Owners Georgette and Bill Allison have lovingly enhanced 
the garden setting of the property since acquiring it in the 
mid-1960s. Artifacts from the original course are scarce, but 
Georgette, who worked at the course’s snack stand as a young 
girl in 1953, offered an extraordinarily long institutional 
memory and was able to provide a sepia tone post card 
reproduced below right from the early years of the course.

She explained that the original surface was clay, similar to 
tennis courts, and the card pictures a young man with a roller 
to maintain the surface. Players used wood shafted putters and 
wound or Haskell balls. Dress was more formal, particularly 
for the ladies.

A postcard from the 1950s, below, shows at the left the 
same holes from the opposite perspective and illustrates how 
well the original layout of the course was preserved. Indeed, 
when shown the sepia card, a gentleman who enjoyed hours 
on the course with his brother back then was readily able to 
identify and describe the pictured holes.

The current photo of the course, above top, shows the front 
with mature trees, lush plantings, and a sign proclaiming that 
it dates to 1924, which would make it the oldest mini course 
in continuous use in the U.S.

The owners’ assertion may be controversial, as a little 
course known as Whispering Pines in Rochester, N.Y., dating 
to 1930, is listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
as the oldest. Allison’s claim as the oldest of surviving 
courses stems from the fact that local histories confirm the 

1924 founding, and experts viewing the sepia post card just 
above date the automobiles to no later than 1928 and the 
women’s clothing styles to 1925. 

Regardless of which course is actually the oldest, Allison’s 
offers the GCS enthusiast equipped with a suitable hickory 
shafted putter and a vintage ball the opportunity to take a brief 
and pleasant break from speeding along I-90, located a scant 7 
miles to the south, and experience something close to the golf 
of an earlier era.  

For more on the topic, the URLs listed here will fetch up one or two 
pieces written on the history of miniature golf. The first mentions 
the Thistle Dhu course created by James Barber in Pinehurst in 1916.   
http://www.terrastories.com/bearings/miniature-golf

This second, rather unwieldy looking URL will bring up a Google 
Books page of an article from the November 1931 issue of Popular 
Science. It covers the popularity of miniature golf at the time, but with 
no mention of Allison’s.

http://books.google.com/books?id=xSgDAAAAMBAJ&pg=PA22&d
q=Popular+Science+1931+plane&hl=en&ei=5r8JTaa6Ismr8AaNmb2
iAQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=8&ved=0CEAQ6AEwB
zgU#v=onepage&q&f=true

A similar, earlier game called “Golfstacle” was patented by 
Englishman William Senhouse Clarke in 1907. Sold by such merchants 
as F.A. Davis Ltd. of London, the game came in a pine box with a 
hinged rectangular top. Inside were various metal obstacles such as 
a tunnel, bridge, hoops, and plates. The players used golf balls and 
putters. It was played something like a combination of golf (putting) 
and croquet. An advertisement for the game was found in the The 
Straits Times, April 1, 1912.

Mini golf course 
goes the distance
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St. Andrews, Scotland – References 
identifying the location of Tom Morris’ 
first shop have been discovered in 
manuscripts from the Golf Collection in 
The University of St. Andrews Special 
Collections Department. Local golf 
history writer Roger McStravick, who 
was carrying out research for a book on 
the man known as the “Grand Old Man 
of Golf,” discovered a statement known 
as a “precognition” given by Tom 
Morris himself around 1878, detailing 
how he built in that same year his own 
shop beside the St. Andrews Links at 
what is today 15 The Links.

Dr. Anthony Parker, curator of the 
golf collection at the University of 
St. Andrews, stated, “We are all very 
excited by this find. The university has a 
vast golf collection going back centuries 
and this news of Tom Morris’ first shop 
is very likely to be the first of many new 
findings to come out of the collection.” 

“There has always been a gap in 
Old Tom’s story from 1848 to 1851, 
before he left St. Andrews to create the 
course at Prestwick,” McStravick said. 
“In a pile of very old papers, I noticed 
a statement from Tom amongst the 

precognitions taken at the time 
of the Road Wars, when the town 
was trying to decide whether to 
have a road along the side the 
18th hole of the St. Andrews 
Links. In his statement talking 
about his life around 1848, Tom 
says that he built his own shop 
and through statements by others 
at the time, including the father 
of the R&A John Whyte-Melville 
and club maker Robert Forgan, 
I was able to identify the exact 
location for this little shop at 
what is today 15 The Links.”

In the same pile of papers, 
McStravick also uncovered 
information about Daw Anderson, 
known as the “ginger beer seller.” 
Anderson apparently had his own 
golf shop at 9 The Links with his son 
and three-time Open champion Jamie 
Anderson, living upstairs for almost 10 
years during his Open winning days.

“There has been a lot of study 
around my great-grandfather and it is 
always very exciting when new finds 
are discovered,” said Sheila Walker, 
a great-granddaughter to Tom Morris. 
Walker lauded the discovery noting, 
“This highlights just how essential 
the University’s golf collection is to 
golf historians and to the field of golf 
research.”

Peter Crabtree, coauthor of Tom 
Morris of St. Andrews: The Colossus of 
Golf, 1821-1908, also heralded the find 
saying, “I am always delighted when 
new research reveals more about Tom 
Morris. He was a rare character who 
in addition to being a four time Open 
champion, helped create the Old Course 
in St. Andrews as we know it today.”

McStravick gave much credit for his 
research and discovery to Crabtree, as 
well as “the late Dr. David Malcolm’s 
inspirational book on Old Tom, plus the 
work of David Joy and in particular his 

portrayal of the great man.”
Parker, the university’s golf 

collections curator, added, “This 
new research by Roger is a shining 
example of what can be achieved 
from the University’s collection. The 
University’s hopes for a purpose built 
Special Collections facility to host 
its golf collection has caught on with 
many of the greatest golf collectors 
and organizations around the world 
donating rare books, photos and written 
material. We are currently engaging 
in consultation with a wide number of 
bodies about our aspirations.”

Roger McStravick is a golf history 
writer living in St. Andrews. His book, 
“St. Andrews, In the Footsteps of 
Old Tom Morris,” is scheduled for 
publication in 2014. The book is a guide 
around the historic golf locations in 
town, including where legends such as 
Tommy Morris and Jamie Anderson 
lived. It also provides an evolution of 
the St. Andrews Links, re-writing a lot 
of the perceived wisdom, including the 
creation of the first hole.

old tom morris built his first shop at 15 The Links, 
according to papers discovered in the special golf 
collection at the University of St. Andrews.

more discoveries to come? Roger Mc-
Stravick, left, discovered the location of Old 
Tom’s shop while researching material for an 
upcoming book. Dr. Anthony Parker, right, is 
curator of the golf collection at the University 
of St. Andrews.

Papers reveal location 
of Old Tom’s first shop

Discovery also highlights potential for new finds from 
the golf collection at University of St. Andrews
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Have you exhausted yourself 
and your wallet keeping up 

with evolving golf technology – $400 
drivers that look like toasters on a stick 
and $200 putters resembling alien 
spaceships? Seen any improvement 
in your game? Here is a relaxing 
alternative. Try “hickory golf” –playing 
with clubs with wooden shafts made 
before 1930. Are there any left? Sure, 
millions! Are they playable? You bet, 
good hickory lasts forever. Where do I 
get them? I’ll explain that shortly.  First, 
a few observations on the nature of the 
game. 

Since a salient feature of hickory golf 
is less distance, you’ll need to limit 
your play to courses of 6,000 yards or 
less in length. That’s what courses were 
before 1930. You’ll need to play with 
a modern ball since an old one, that 
won’t disintegrate when hit, just can’t 
be found. You won’t have an unfair 
advantage over our predecessors by 
using the new ball. The old wound balls 
were pretty lively. I’ve seen film of the 
immortal Bobby Jones hitting his spoon 
(3 wood) an easy 250 yards.  

You’ll need to keep your swing nice 
and smooth. Think Fred Couples or 
Julius Boros. No need to jump out of 
your shoes, trying to hit it as far as you 
do with modern equipment. You can’t! 
You’ll only hit spectacular slices due to 
the poor torsional resistance of wooden 
shafts. Expect to be 20 yards shorter with 
irons and 30 with wooden headed clubs.  

at right is a table of old club names. 
It’s useful to know the names when 

identifying and buying old clubs, but for 
clarity’s sake I’ll use the modern names 

in this article. *The real difference 
in niblicks is loft; a club between the 

niblick and the mashie niblick is a 
modern construct.

Early on, there were only niblicks, 
mashies and irons or cleeks. You can 
see the other clubs were named as the 
spaces were filled in. The spade mashie 

is probably the last club to receive a 
name.  

How well will you play? If you shoot 
about an 80 regularly, you’ll shoot 85 
on a comparable course with hickory. 
If you shoot in the low 90s, you’ll be 
proud of anything under 100. If you 
break par regularly, you’ll shoot some 
par rounds.  

Where’s the fun in that? First, you’ll 
get a much better feel for the game. 
Shot placement will become more 
important than distance. You’ll learn 
to hit different distances with the same 
club.  You’ll find hickory golf is as 
much art as science. You will feel a 
connection to the ancient giants of the 
game – Morris, Jones and Hagen. I 
guarantee you’ll be thrilled with your 
first par. Your first birdie will put you in 
ecstasy. Hole-in-one? Don’t ask. 

A side benefit will be an improvement 
in your regular game. That is, if you 
ever go back! You’ll learn to think your 
way around the course and you’ll find 
a rhythmic swing is more reproducible 

than a slash at the ball.  
At a minimum, you’ll require six 

clubs to get started. Chick Evans won 
the 1916 Open, shooting 2 under par 
for four rounds on a 6,400 yard course 
with seven clubs. First, a club to hit off 
the tee: I recommend a 2 wood. The 2 is 
more lofted than a driver. The added loft 
will help get the modern ball airborne. A 
2 wood can also be hit from the fairway 
when distance is required.  

You’ll need a putter. These come as 
blades or mallets and either center or 
heel-shafted. The best type is the one 
that works best for you. Old putters 
have about 7 degrees of loft. This 
helped get the ball at least started in the 
right direction on the old shaggy greens. 
You should putt with your hands well 
ahead of the ball on the modern close-
cropped greens. The old putters will putt 
well from the fringe with a more neutral 
hand position.  

Fill out your set with a 9, 7, 5, and 3, 

Modern Club old Name
9 iron

4 iron

niblick*

4/5 wood

3 wood

2 wood

driver

1 iron

2 iron

3 iron

5 iron

6 iron

7 iron

8 iron

baffing spoon

spoon

brassie

driver

driving iron/cleek

mid iron

mid mashie

mashie iron

mashie

spade mashie

mashie niblick

niblick

Golf of Our Grandfathers
by john k. roth

see GRANDFATHERS, next page
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GOLFER’S CREED

In 1899, a speech at the Chicago 
Golf Club by David Forgan who 

was president of the Union National 
Bank in the USA and son of the master 
golf club maker Robert, stated the 
following:

‘Golf is a science, the study of a 
lifetime, in which you may exhaust 
yourself, but never your subject.  
It is a contest, a duel, or a melee, 
calling for courage, skill, strategy 
and self-control. It is a test of 
temper, a trial of honour, a revealer 
of character. It affords a chance to 
play the man and act the gentleman.   
It means going into God’s out-of-
doors, getting close to nature, fresh 
air, exercise, a sweeping away of 
mental cobwebs, genuine recreation 
of tired tissues. It is a cure for care, 
an antidote to worry. It includes 
companionship for friends, social 
intercourse, opportunities for 
courtesy, kindliness and generosity 
to an opponent. It promotes not only 
physical health but moral force.’

David Robertson Forgan (16.4.1862-
26.12.1931) was a member of the 
Onwentsia Golf Club in Chicago and 
won the first annual Western Amateur 
Golf Championship in 1899 played at 
the Glen View Country Club, as well as 
representing the USA in an international 
match against Canada in 1898 at the 
Toronto Golf Club.

Profile of Forgan
David R. Forgan was an international 

banker, world-class golfer, and master 
storyteller. He was born in St. Andrews, 
Scotland April 16, 1862. His father 
was Robert Forgan, a master golf 
club manufacturer; his mother was 
Elizabeth, nee Berwick. Robert Forgan 
(1824-1900) was founder and owner of 
the Forgan Golf Club Company at St. 
Andrews, Scotland.  

In 1877, when he was 15, the 
younger Forgan began working for the 
Clydesdale Bank in St. Andrews. After 
three years he left for North America, 
working first for the Bank of Nova 
Scotia. In 1896, he moved to Chicago, 
beginning a series of positions with 

various 
banks and 
working with 
his brother, 
James B. 
Forgan, also 
a banker. 
Forgan 
eventually 
served as president of First National 
Bank, and then vice president of Central 
Republic Bank and Trust, also as co-
chairmen of that bank’s board.

Forgan married Agnes Kerr in June 
1885 and the couple would have five 
children. They made their home in 
Evanston, Ill., in a house that still stands 
at 1112 Greenwood.

The son of Robert Forgan had strong 
golf DNA in his makeup. Growing up 
with the Forgan Golf Club Company, 
young David Forgan was assiduous in 
his study of the game. In 1899 he won 
the first annual western amateur golf 
championship at the Glenview Country 
Club near Chicago.  

Forgan died in December 1931 at 69 
at his home in Evanston.

Amateur Profile – David Forgan

by john lovell

David R. Forgan

grandfathers
continued from page 12 

iron. You can close the gaps in your set adding clubs as you 
go along.  

Find wooden shafted clubs at flea markets, antique or junk 
stores, garage sales, and auctions {plus GCS trade shows! – 
Ed.}. 

While the Internet is a source of wooden shafted golf clubs 
the opportunity to waggle a club and get a sense of its “feel”, 
before purchase, is obviously precluded. Personally I don’t 
like to purchase “player” clubs on the Internet. I’d rather 
waggle potential club purchases and get a feel for them.  

Look for straight shafts, iron heads without pitting and 
wooden heads without cracks. Stiffer shafts are easier to 
control. Look for woods with face inserts. Plain wood faces 
will break down over time. Irons and putters can be purchased 
for less than $50 a piece. A wood can go as high as $75. If 
you are lucky, you may buy clubs for only $10 or $15 a piece.

Some repair may be necessary. You can and should 
tighten iron heads with a preparation used to swell the wood, 
available at any hardware store. Grips can be replaced with a 
new leather strip. Pay close attention to how the original grip 
was installed. It’ll tell you all you need to know about grip 
replacement. Whipping can be replaced with any heavy thread 
or light string. Don’t be afraid to epoxy glue any shaft cracks. 
The repair will stand up well. Shafts and wooden heads can 
be sealed against moisture with any clear material available: 
varnish, shellac, etc.

Accumulating a set of golf clubs this way is often 
as entertaining as playing. Don’t worry about mixing 
manufacturers. Clubs can be well selected simply by feel and 
sight. This method was good enough for Bobby Jones.

Once you are ready to play, put your ego on the shelf, sneak 
down to the senior tees and play a round. The odds are pretty 
good that you’ll get hooked on hickory. If not, you can always 
hang the clubs in your den or on your office wall. They make 
great decorator pieces.
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Scott Pioli, (Region 1 Director) has been buying and 
selling general antiques since 1980. “Golf antiques 

became a major quest for me in 1990 when I bought my first 
golf antique – the Penfold Man advertising counter display,” 
he says. “Since that day, I have been consumed with buying 
golf antiques. Being an avid golfer and my love for antiques, 
what could be a better combination?”

Scott says his state of New Jersey is a great place for 
antique hunting. “We are extremely rich in golf history here 
in the northeast. Soon after I began collecting, I had 100 stove 
pipe bags and over 1,000 wood shaft clubs”

He says he bought and sold anything “golf,” but kept a few 
things, too.

“Antique golf advertising became my mainstay,” he says.” 
“I fell in love with the graphics and beauty of the lithography 
on the early 1900’s products, but I also like Sunday sticks (he 
has almost 100), sterling silver items, medals, unusual pocket 
scorekeepers, golf course signs, art and... should I go on?”

Being golf collectors, we would naturally answer in the 
affirmative. Go for it, Scott.

“My favorite is advertising in golf,” he continues. “By this 
I mean, products that were made with golfing themes and 
graphics such as talcum powder tins, cigarettes and tobacco 
tins, perfume, coffee cans, and even toilet paper. And there are 
the advertising graphics on products made strictly for golf.” 

Scott says he is especially fond of the figural counter top 
displays made for pro shops or sporting goods stores, such as 
the aforementioned Penfold Man, as well as the Dunlop golf 
ball man and North British ball Scotty dog. These were all 

three-dimensional 
papier mache 
figures made from 
the 1920s-40s to 
sit on the counter 
and draw attention 
to the product. 

“Think about 
how many of 
these were thrown 
away after the 
product got old,” 
Scott says. “They 
are quite rare and 
that is another 
thing that attracts me to them, knowing there might only be 
few left in the world.” 

He prefers items made before 1940, with some exceptions, 
because after that time “the quality diminished and fewer 
were made.” Most of his finds are through auctions, antique 
shows and “just good old picking.”

“There is definitely a thrill in finding an object that you 
love, and even more a thrill when you find an object for $40 
and sell it for $4,000,” he says. “Yes this has happened to 
me quite a few times. But, this comes with hard work and 
pounding the streets to find these needles in a haystack and, 
honestly, besides playing 18 holes on sunny day, there would 
not a be a better way to spend my day.”

collector spotlight:

Scott Pioli

A rare item, the gas lighter, above, is in the form of a turn-of-
the-century gutty golf ball and is of sterling silver with an ivory 
tusk handle. When picked up, the ball balances on an axis so 
that it always stays level.

At left and right are advertising counter displays: the Penfold 
Man, left, and the Scotty Dog.
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Examples of 
golf theme 

advertising from 
Scott’s collection 
include two spice 

tins, a hair pin 
box, a tip tray 

with a fantastic 
lithograph of 

woman golfer 
and a very rare 

phonograph 
needle tin.

A cardboard display features a young woman 
golfer, c. 1920. 
Below, Scott’s collection includes a rare 
assortment of early scorekeeping devices; 
most were made of sterling silver and ivory. 

Framed advertisement for Malt Sinew, a tonic claimed to give strength, 
similar to Moxie and Coca Cola. This very rare sign is in the original 
company frame with Malt Sinew engraved in it. (This image appeared 
in the “Great Golf Collections of the World” book and is reprinted with 
permission.)
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The Golf Sport
Signature Magazine 
for the Golfing Lifestyle

Josh Wolfe & Ryan Stalvey, Publishers 
Premier issue, December 2013
132 pages, glossy, 8-by-10¾
www.golfsportmag.com
888-315-2472 for subscription info

It is 
not for 

the weak 
hearted, the 
launch of a 
new print 
publication. 
But Josh 
Wolfe 
and Ryan 
Stalvey 
believe 
they have hit upon a timely blend of 
literature, art, fashion, and upscale 
lifestyle themes with The Golf Sport.

With rich, first-class production 
value and top-of-the-line advertisers, 
The Golf Sport, a quarterly, seems 
right at home with such similar 
upscale periodicals as the Robb 
Report, Saveur, and Architectural 
Digest, with a bit of Vogue in the mix, 
too.

Thankfully with no hint of 
equipment reviews or swing tips, 
The Golf Sport’s first two issues 
included articles from Ian Fleming, 
P.G. Wodehouse (The Clicking of 
Cuthbert), and F. Scott Fitzgerald 
(Winter Dreams); classics of golf 
literature that are reprinted in 
their entirety with accompanying 
illustrations. The Fleming piece 
comprises three or four chapters from 
Goldfinger that describe the famous 
golf match between 007 and the 
villain. Black-and-white photos from 
the film are a classy touch.

Once you’ve finished perusing the 
rest of the magazine, you can settle 

in for pleasant reading with a favorite 
drink.

Under “Art” we find mini-galleries 
with several full-page reproductions 
that explore the work of sport artist 
Ron Stark (who did the Bobby 
Jones cover for the premier issue, 
above) and calendar illustrator Henry 
Hintermeister. Stark can be moody, 
but I liked the image of Lou Gehrig in 
full follow-through. Hintermeister’s 
grandfatherly golfers seemed oddly 
out of place.

Contents are categorized into 
Features – literature, upscale toys/
design, resort reviews; the Course – 
lush photos of high-end courses (no 
reviews); Gear – wooden putters from 
Lee Thomas, for example; Substance, 
Style, and Fashion.

Interspersed throughout the book 
are stylish advertising features that 
double as articles on premier fancies 
from cigars and watches, to whisky, 
rum and champagne. Beretta and 
Purdey guns share the magazine with 
Hublot watches, Black Tot Rum, and 
a spread on casual supper club clothes 
from Holland and Holland.

Substance features on such 
ultra-high-end toys as yachts, cars, 
and watches elicit the customary 
fascination from the casual viewer. 
(The Limited Edition Garia Mansoury 
Currus golf cart will get the limited 
edition golfer from hole-to-hole for 
$76,910.) 

The premier issue carried a review 
of sports-themed club/man-caves by 
British interior design guru Timothy 
Oulton. The tennis rackets, balls and 
old sports equipment work well with 
the leather club chairs and old-world 
textures that conjure a sense of travel 
and adventure from the sporting view.

Says Stalvey in the second issue: 
“Although golf is at the core of this 
magazine’s basic makeup, one of the 
tenets of our fundamental philosophy 
is a preoccupation with a lifestyle 
consisting of not only the finer things 

the sport golf has to offer, but sport in 
general and the activities and interest 
of our readers beyond the course.

“From bourbon and baseball to 
yachts and shaving kits, football and 
fashion to interior design and the 
shooting sports, you can never be 
quite certain what lies in wait with 
the turning of each page.”

There is a charm in not knowing 
what lies beyond every turn (except, 
perhaps, on the course) and a magic 
in the overall presentation but one 
hopes that, with maturity, The Golf 
Sport will continue to develop its own 
unique voice that, just now, seems 
rather lost in the attempt to deliver so 
many others.

Still the journey is a promising one 
and we are very glad to see The Golf 
Sport fill a much-needed void for the 
connoisseur of the golfing lifestyle 
without the shrill hawkings of 
equipment ads and the latest escape-
from-the-bunker tricks.

James Braid and his
Four Hundred Golf Courses
John F. Moreton & Iain Cumming
Grant Books, Worcestershire, 2013

As a 
golfing 

champion 
James Braid 
was the epitome 
of honor 
and grace, a 
gentlemanly 
presence who 
lived his life by 
the virtues the auld game holds dear. 

The many golf courses designed, 
re-worked or gently improved by the 
five-time Open champion are often 
held as examples of a timeless design 
that withstand today the assault 
by gadget-mad consumers bent on 
distance at the expense of essence.

see BRAID, page 19

Reading the Greens
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Classic Golf Books
by peter yagi

Old rarity –
Golf Greens and 
Green-Keeping
The Country Life Library of Sport. 

Edited by Horace G. Hutchison. With 
Contributions by “Specialist in dealing 
with different types of Soils on which 
Golf is played in Great Britain.”
Country Life, London and Charles 
Scribners’ Sons, New York, 1906.

This is another landmark 
volume produced by one of 

the early giants of the game, Horace 
G. Hutchinson. In addition to being a 
top-flight amateur (he won the British 
Amateur in 1886 and 1887), his major 
contribution, in my mind, was his 
assistance in bringing the game from the 
noble and few to the masses.    

The care of golf courses was still in 
its infancy and Golf Greens and Green-
Keeping was his attempt at improving 
the standards and conditions on which 
the game is played. There was also a 

difference in grasses and conditions 
between the traditional links course 
and the relatively recent inland courses.  
Hutchinson offers chapters on course 
upkeep on varying conditions and soils. 
He enlisted the help of such notables 
as H.S. Colt, W. Herbert Fowler, Peter 
Lees, and James Braid. 

Chapters on architecture include 
“Remarks on the Laying Out of Courses” 
and “The Championship Courses” by H.H. 
Hilton, and “A Few Leading Principles in 
Laying Out Links” by himself.  

Part of the success of Hutchinson’s 
work was his intimate knowledge of the 
game, his wit and forthright deliverance 
of personal views and opinions. 

From his chapter “Hints on Golf”:
When playing against a man whose 
pride is in his length of driving, you 
will do well to point out to him a hill 
beyond the range of his practical 
politics, casually observing,“Young 
Jehu drove a fine ball here yesterday.  
It just carried that hill.” If human 
nature may at all be relied on, he will 

respond to the suggestion by trying to 
hit a little harder than he can.
In addition to the top experts, writers 

and important subject matter, the fact 
that the book is not readily found and 
is interspersed with some interesting 
and attractive course photos make this a 
highly collectible book indeed.  

A future classic –
The Art of Golf
High Museum of Art Atlanta and
The National Galleries of Scotland  

With essays by Rand Jerris, Ph.D.; 
Catherine M. Lewis, Ph.D.; Richard 
Anthony Lewis, Ph.D.; Jordan Mearns; 
and Christian Tico Seifer, Ph.D. Edited 
by Rachel Bohan and Heather Medlock.  
Published on occasion of the exhibition 
“The Art of Golf” Atlanta, Ga., Feb. 
5-June 3, 2012. Hardcover with jacket 
of “The Golfers” by Charles Lees.

In 2012 the High Museum of Art in 
Atlanta and The National Galleries 

of Scotland collaborated to exhibit what 
I think is the finest collection of golfing 
art ever assembled, many of which have 
never been on public display. It was the 
first exhibition devoted solely to golf by 
a major U.S. art museum. 

In beautiful color, the book 
reproduces the exhibit’s art which 
examined the game’s Dutch origins, its 
Scottish roots, and growth in America. 
Included are famed artists not normally 
associated with golf, such as Rembrandt 
van Rijn, Sir Henry Raburn, Sir John 
Lavery, Norman Rockwell, George 
Bellows, and Andy Warhol. 

The works covered in the book 
present landscapes, portraits, 
photographs, old, modern, classical, 
abstract, from the serious to the 
whimsical. Most are beautifully 
preserved in this high quality volume.

The exhibit’s cornerstone piece was 
The Golfers by Charles Lees, perhaps 
golf’s most iconic painting, along 
with preparatory sketches and several 
individual portrait studies of the main 
figures (it is co-owned by the R&A).

The Atlanta-based exhibit featured a 
special section devoted to Bobby Jones.

As the book was specifically 
produced for the exhibit, I do not 
believe it was ever offered for sale to 
the general public or in large quantities, 
therefore relatively scarce. It’s definitely 
a “must have” for any golf art collector 
or simply one who appreciates the 
beauty of great golf art. 
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Ron Luster, GCS Member 7848, Region 7, is a retired 
engineer and hickory shaft maker from Bellevue, 

Neb. If you ever bought a hickory club from Randy Jensen 
at Classic Golf and it appeared to have a new shaft, it likely 
came from Ron’s lathe.

Luster graduated from high school in Pittsfield, Ill., 
where no shop classes were offered. He earned a degree in 
physics from Western Illinois University and worked for 
Harris Corporation in Omaha, Neb., where he supervised 
a R&D group that developed a number of patents. As his 
responsibilities included applying for the patents, Luster 
quickly learned the demands of the highly technical writing 
that was required.  

Following retirement in 2004, Luster took an adult 
education woodworking class at Bellevue East High School, 
because he wanted to make a head board for a bedroom set. 

He got a lathe to turn the spindles. It wasn’t long before a 
hickory golfer friend came to him with a broken shaft. Luster, 
a long time golfer himself, sympathized with his buddy and 
volunteered to “make you a new shaft on my lathe.” Thus 
began his quest to turn out the perfect hickory shaft and his 
interest in hickory golf.

Starting in 2006 and working with Jensen, it took two years 
of trial and error to finally produce a playable shaft that met 
Jensen’s stringent requirements. Luster says having Jensen 
evaluate the shafts from a player’s perspective was a great 
help. A shaft needs to be of the proper weight, have a good 
straight grain and more than seven growth rings with 10 to 12 
being the optimum number. It also needs to be very stiff for 
today’s hickory player. After the two years of trial and error, 
Luster and Jensen felt they had perfected the qualities of a 
good replacement shaft for hickory clubs.  

They then discovered that the U.S. Department of 
Commerce, National Bureau of Standards, had commercial 
specifications for standard hickory golf shafts. Standard No. 
CS18-29 was withdrawn in 1955, but the standards document 
was still available. The document gave them the exact same 
specs they had already determined through their two years of 
experimenting. 

The key elements of a good hickory shaft?
Weight, grain, stiffness, and balance.  
Luster uses a Jet 14-by-42 variable speed lathe and hand 

tools. He carefully handpicks wood from Menards or Midwest 
Woodworking of Omaha in 1-by-4-by-8 dimensions. Often, 
he’ll come away disappointed, 
not finding any boards in an 
entire stock with the grain he 
likes to see – tight and straight. 
Each board is cut into 40-inch 
long square blanks. The blanks 
are turned into dowels on a 
power shaper, then put on the 
lathe for the final shaping. 
As I watched Luster finish a 
shaft the other day, it was like 
watching an artist at work, 

Our GCS Crafstmen

Woodworking Master
Ron Luster 
by duane baylor

Where the magic happens. Luster’s lathe is the birthplace of many a 
new hickory shaft, tooled with care, straight as an arrow.

Wood for dowels. Luster 
carefully selects wood planks, 

rejecting any that don’t have the 
required straight, tight grain.
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using his hands to feel the 
progress he was making.

While hickory is the 
standard, Luster has 
experimented with such 
different woods as osage 
orange, yellow heart, green 
heart, purple heart, ash, 
and fruit woods. As well as 
shafts, he has created some 
beautiful long nose clubs 
using a number of Jensen’s 
clubs as patterns. Luster 
showed me some of his 
sketches on graph paper of 
these pre-1900 clubs, and 
the final results are quite 
striking as perfect copies.

“Shafts break,” Luster 
says. “Surely Bobby Jones 
broke a few shafts in his 
day and had to have a shaft 
replaced.”  

Shaft making is no more than a hobby with Luster who is 
not interested in marketing his creations. He does them for 
friends, but is happy to share all he has learned with anyone 
interested in listening. One such student was Fred Smeltzer, 
who visited Luster to “pick Ron’s brain” before buying a lathe 
for himself. Smeltzer is now making and playing his own 
hickory shafts.

Luster never charged Jensen for the shafts he made for 
Classic Golf. It was always a horse trade deal. As a result, 
Luster has some nice old hickory clubs that never made it to 
retail at Classic Golf.

So, what’s in Ron’s bag?
• Burke Driver, 13 degrees
• Wilson 4200 spoon, 17 degrees
• Mills MSD1 brassie, 20 degrees
• Smith patent iron, Stewart, 30 degrees, very heavy
• Deep groove mashie, Stewart, 36 degrees
• Waterfall mashie niblick, Spalding, 40 degrees

• Deep groove mashie niblick, Stewart, 47 degrees
• Niblick, Condie, 52 degrees
• Fairlie anti-shank patent chipper/pitcher, 44 degrees
• Hagen concave sand wedge
• Long neck Hagen putter

The clubs, from brassie to sand wedge increase in 
frequency –R to XX; swing weight – C7 to D8; and total 
weight – 390g to 480g. Ever hear of MOI (moment of inertia) 
matching?

Luster is also one of six key people who pitched in to 
save the old Fontenelle Hills Golf Course in Bellevue from 
becoming an apartment complex. The nine-hole course 
now has 70 members, and Luster claims it has more mower 
traffic than golf cart traffic. Jensen says the old Fontenelle 
course is the perfect place to practice with pre-1900 clubs in 
preparation for Oakhurst.  

If you have any questions about shaft making and 
replacement, or pre-1900 wooden head making, just call 
Luster. His number is in the GCS directory.  The easiest way 
to reach him is via rluster1@cox.net. Just put “GCS Golf” in 
the subject line so he won’t mark you as spam. 

Now let’s go hit the old links!

Long nose replica clubhead Luster 
made for Randy Jensen.

the master holds a finished shaft, now affixed to an original 
Auchterlonie wood club head.

BRAID
continued from page 16

In James Braid and his Four 
Hundred Golf Courses, authors 
Moreton and Cumming present a 
detailed, chronological examination 
of Braid’s work. Over 308 pages with 
photographs, maps, letters and other 
supplementary material, offer the 
Braid enthusiast more than a simple 
listing of the great man’s work. 

From the great work at Gleneagles, 
Carnoustie, and Royal Musselburgh, 

wonderfully described, there are the 
lesser known, indeed hardly known, 
efforts at such as Tiverton in Devon 
or Copthorne in Sussex... so many! 

His work was brisk, straightforward 
and just right for the explosion of golf 
in Britain’s late 1880s. When you 
engaged Braid, you engaged the best 
of British golfing tradition.

Braid was prone to motion sickness 
and favored train travel to motor car 
or worse, boat. He never came to 
America. But he did cross his native 
British Isles (even a few ferry trips to 

Ireland and Europe) to leave a legacy 
that long endures.

This book is a treasure of those 
courses and a brilliant summation 
of this body of work, thanks to the 
tireless efforts it took to contact each 
and every course for information, 
photos, etc.

It is a valuable addition to the Braid 
library as well to the library of the 
golf architecture enthusiast.
£25, hardcover, dust jacket, 2,000 copies
www.grantbooks.co.uk
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A Hickory Golfer’s
Bucket List

by Michael Shiff

New GCS member Michael Shiff (No. 08133) is a retired architect who graduated from the Minnesota School of Architecture 
in 1969. He moved to Florida in 1971 and created Michael A. Shiff Architects, where he practiced until retirement in 2012. 
Michael started playing golf very early, learning and caddying at the Brookview Country Club in Minneapolis. He later was 
captain of his high school golf team and played as a freshman at the University of Arizona in Tucson. Michael’s interest in golf 
lapsed for nearly 20 years while he pursued an interest in breeding, raising, and showing quarter horses. He took up golf again 
in the early 2000s (he is a recent hickory golf convert) and has been a Fort Lauderdale Country Club member for the past 10 
years. He and his wife, Sally, have been married for 30 years and live in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. – Ed.

Golf.

Some would consider this a 
four letter word, I consider it a 

passion. It is an inspiring game that 
takes physical and mental acuity to an 
unparalleled level. It is a sport of great 
modern day interest, but also one with 
a vast history.  As a student of both golf 
and history, I began studying the life 
of golf icon Bobby Jones, and later to 
toy with the idea of playing on the four 
courses on which Jones won his Grand 
Slam in 1930. That idea really took hold 
when I was fortunate enough to play the 
home of The Masters, Augusta National, 
on Dec. 5, 2011.

I can safely say: one never forgets the 
day they play the home of The Masters.

But, the Grand Slam “bucket list”... 
here’s how it came about for me. 

A bucket list is, of course, those things 
we want to accomplish or to see before 
we “kick the bucket.” My list has 
recently had a more attainable and 
movable goal, set by year. Greg Beck, 
a fellow member at the Fort Lauderdale 
Country Club, was my partner in the 
2011 quest. Our round at Augusta was 
the third round on our golfers “bucket 
list” for 2011 – to play at the venues for 
all of golf’s “majors” that year. The first 
two were rounds at the Congressional 
Country Club in Bethesda, Md. (U.S. 
Open), and at The Royal St. George’s 
Golf Club in Sandwich, England (Open 
Championship). The fourth round would 
be the Atlanta Athletic Club, site of the 
2011 PGA. 

The very week following our round 

at Augusta, Greg and I were our way to 
the Atlanta Athletic Club. On the way, 
we stopped to play East Lake Country 
Club in Atlanta, which, until 1963, was 
the original site of the Atlanta Athletic 
Club. East Lake was also where 
Bobby Jones grew up playing golf. His 
presence is keenly felt at East Lake, as 
indeed it also is at the Atlanta Athletic 
Club. Both clubs honor the great 
golfer’s name. Although I have been 
playing golf for almost 60 years, until 
this time I had never thought of playing 
with a set of wooden-shafted clubs. 
While researching Bobby Jones on the 
Internet, I came across The St. Andrews 
Golf Company (formerly Heritage Golf) 
and purchased a replica set of Jones’ 
1930 hickory-shafted clubs. Out of the 
1,930 sets made, mine is No. 430. 

Around this time I was also the 

chairperson of the Fort Lauderdale 
Country Club (www.fortlauderdalecc.
com) Golf Committee and initiated our 
now annual Bobby Jones Day. Bobby 
Jones Day events involve a day where 
members and their spouses dress for 
golf as they would have done in the 
1920’s and 30’s and play a few rounds 
with local high school students serving 
as caddies. The day culminates with a 
theme dinner and party following the 
matches. 

I now had a set of hickory clubs and 
the period clothes to go with them. I 
was ready to begin my “Grand Slam 
Bucket List” for 2012. Greg wouldn’t 
be joining me on this quest, I’d be doing 
it on my own.

The four courses of the 1930 Grand 
Slam include:

Old Course, St. Andrews, Scotland – 
British Amateur

The Royal Liverpool Golf 
Club, Hoylake, England – Open 
Championship

Interlachen Country Club, 
Minneapolis, Minn. – U.S. Open

Merion Cricket Club, Philadelphia, 
Pa. – U.S. Amateur

Interlachen (www.interlachencc.
org) would be first up, in August 2012, 
to coincide with a trip to Minneapolis 
for my 50th high school reunion. 
Minneapolis had been my home until 
1971 and friends and family still live 
in the area. I played golf for the North 
High golf team, 1960-1962, and was 
captain all three years. My then golfing 
adversary, Jerry Gruidl, and I had some 
memorable battles at Interlachen. (I



 21 www.golfcollectors.comMarch 2014

ruined his undefeated senior high school 
record! We’re still friends, though, and 
he went on to have a successful amateur 
golfing career.)

As for Interlachen, until I began 
studying about Jones, I had no idea that 
it was one of the Grand Slam courses. 
I had played it as an untutored youth. 
Armed with this new knowledge, I 
would be playing the course with a 
different perspective and a greater 
appreciation for its history. And, I’d be 
playing it with my hickories.

Like many courses in the area, 
Interlachen is park-like with rolling 
hills and dense foliage. Playing on bent 
fairways and greens is quite a change 
from the Bermuda I have become 
accustomed to over the past 40 years in 
Ft. Lauderdale. It was fun being able 
to replace the divot if I hit my niblick 
correctly. And, it was great fun knowing 
I was walking in Jones’ footsteps.

Following Interlachen would come a 
visit to England. My club was hosting 
a Scotland outing that summer and 
The Old Course at St. Andrews, site 
of the 1930 British Amateur, was on 
our schedule (www.standrews.org.uk). 
With the dates set and tickets booked, 
I left for the U.K. just three days after 
returning from Minneapolis. I planned 
to visit Hoylake first, then meet up with 
my group in Edinburgh.

My first round would be at The Royal 
Liverpool Golf Club, Hoylake, site 
of the 1930 Open Championship. I 
arrived on a rather cold and windy 

day. No caddies were available and 
I would be playing on my own. As I 
enjoy conversing with golfing partners 
and learning about the history of a 
place, this was a disappointment. 
Hoylake is a traditional seaside course, 
with notoriously high winds and little 
foliage. Conditions such as these 
magnify any shot with even the slightest 
spin. Leaving any fairway puts one in 
the gorse, a tall, thin – depending upon 
the time of year – grass that makes any 
second shot difficult. I lost a few balls, 
but did not get in the famous bunker 
at the 16th from where Jones played a 
brilliant shot that helped him win the 
title. (www.Royal-Liverpool-Golf.com) 
Having played this course alone made 
photography difficult and I have few 
photos of the experience. These came 

from a photographer who was serving 
as a guide for a group from the U.S. 
They had already finished their play and 
left by the time I came through.

The next day, I was off to meet our 
group in Edinburgh. I had arranged with a 
niece who lives there to pick me up at the 
train station. Unfortunately, I got on the 
wrong train and was heading to Glasgow. 
Having to change train stations lugging 
two sets of golf clubs and all my clothes 
was like putting 13.5 speed greens in a 
Scottish wind. It was not easy.

Our Fort Lauderdale Country Club 
group enjoyed a wonderful Scottish 
golfing tour, playing Castle Steward 
and Nairn in northern Scotland; and, 
in more central Scotland, Carnoustie 
and Kingbarns, which was much like 
a southwest Irish course. But, for my 
Grand Slam Bucket List, I was looking 
forward to St. Andrews.

Playing the Old Course is much like 
playing at Augusta. An overwhelming 
atmosphere of history permeates the 
area and the feeling of actually standing 
there is truly hard to describe. Being at 
what many consider as the birthplace of 
golf combined with using hickory clubs 
and clothes from the era makes it that 
much better. Yes, I wore my plus-fours. 
They say I was the most photographed 
person on the course that day. I am 
proud to say that, with my hickories, 
I held my own against our group’s 
modern players. 

see BUCKET LIST, next page

A little niblick to the 9th green at Interlachen.

The final putt on a cold, windy – and solitary – round at Hoylake. 
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BUCKET LIST
continued from page 21 

Three down and one to go – Merion, 
the site of the 1930 U.S. Amateur.

Merion is a very private club. Obtaining 
the proper permission to play proved 
difficult, almost as hard as getting on 
at Augusta. Our pro tried through his 
golf connections, but to no avail. As at 
Augusta, a member must accompany 
a guest. In fact, at Augusta you are not 
even allowed on the grounds until your 
member arrives. I felt stymied. Until I 
met John Capers III.

My wife, Sally, and I had traveled to 
Merion to learn more about the club. 
John must have heard we were there, 
and why, and came out to meet us. He 
could not have been more gracious and 
gave us a complete tour of the Merion 
clubhouse, including his packed archives 
room. Incredibly, he has all the course superintendents’ daily 
notes – from the beginning of the course! There are hundreds 
of thousands of photos; I think he said 30,000 from the June 
U.S. Open alone. 

(By the way, although I met Bill Reed, then GCS president, a 
few times and was planning to join, meeting John sealed the deal.)

John said he would be happy to host 
me for a round in the pursuit of my 
“Grand Slam Bucket List” and scheduled 
a round for late October. Unfortunately, 
Hurricane Sandy also came to the party, 
shutting down the entire east coast. By 
the time things had finally cleared up at 
Merion, it was too late in the season and 
the round was postponed. My 2012 quest 
would have to wait until the following 
summer for the final round.

When summer finally came to Merion 
so did the U.S. Open. My sponsor felt 
that it would be best to wait until after 
the U.S. Open. Thus, we scheduled it to 
take place in mid-July, near the time of 
the U.S. Hickory Open at the Seaview 
Resort in Galloway, N.J.

As summer came on, I had purchased 
a set of Tad Moore’s reproduction 
hickory clubs and was really starting 
to get the hang of hickory golf. I 
joined the Society of Hickory Golfers 
and entered the U.S. Hickory Open. I 

enjoyed the experience and it was my good fortune to win the 
tournament’s Senior gross division. 

I couldn’t wait to get to Merion, though. So, following the 
tournament, Sally and I travelled to Pittsburgh for a round I 
won’t soon forget.

As with the Old Course at St. Andrews, playing at Merion 
was a special occasion. The history of the club dates to the 
end of the 19th century. The first nine holes were opened 
in 1896, on the original site. I kept thinking about the 
championships that had been played there and the fact that 
I was finishing my bucket list where Jones finished his 
competitive career. All this made for a very memorable day.

As for the course, the conditions were similar to the set up 
at the U.S. Open, although the rough had been cut down – a 
little. I cannot imagine how the pro’s dug it out of the rough. 
Even at a reduced height, the grass forced me to hit sideways 
most of the time. The fairways were the same width and the 
green speeds were similar – fast, but not too fast. 

I am happy that my Grand Slam Bucket List is now 
complete. Thanks to this quest, I have developed a greater 
appreciation for golf history and Bobby Jones and was 
introduced to, and have grown to delight in, hickory golf. I look 
forward to the 2014 tournament schedule. Perhaps even a new 
bucket list.

On the 11th at Merion where Jones 
completed a grand slam, beating 
Eugene Homans 8 and 7.
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auction activity
1875 Young & Old Tom Morris
Studio Portrait
From Old Tom Morris’ Personal 
Collection, from the Famous 
1997 “Stable Find”
Green Jacket Auctions
Sold Jan. 19, 2014
Starting bid: $5,000
Final bid: $19,850

Pinehurst Putterboy 
Bronze 10” Statue
Green Jacket Auctions
Sold Jan. 19, 2014
Starting bid: $100
Final bid: $1,497

1934 Masters Program
Green Jacket Auctions
Sold Jan. 19, 2014
Starting bid: $500
Final bid: $16,183

President Eisenhower 
Letter to Gene Sarazen 
Thanking Him for 
Putter
Green Jacket Auctions
Sold Jan. 19, 2014
Starting bid: $25
Final bid: $4,197

Ben Hogan Signed 1955 
Sports Illustrated Magazine
Green Jacket Auctions
Sold Jan. 19, 2014
Starting bid: $100
Final bid: $524

1891 Old Tom Morris 
70th Birthday Portrait
From Old Tom Morris’ Personal 
Collection, from the Famous 
1997 “Stable Find”
Green Jacket Auctions
Sold Jan. 19, 2014
Starting bid: $5,000
Final bid: $12,325

1946 Masters Players 
Gift-Plate Presented To 
Frank Stranahan-First In 
Series - Seldom Seen
The Golf Auction
Sold Dec. 18, 2013
Starting bid: $250
Final bid: $2,619

Byron Nelson Signed 
Vintage Golf Ball - Full 
JSA COA
The Golf Auction
Sold Dec. 18, 2013
Starting bid: $65
Final bid: $269
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museum corner

By Susan Wasser & Michael Trostel
USGA Museum

In February, the USGA Museum 
opened “More Than A Game,” 

a new exhibit focused on how the 
creation of African-American golf clubs 
positively impacted the community, 
despite the pervasive prejudice and 
racism of the Jim Crow era. They 
founded institutions that celebrated 
the game and their culture, setting a 
new standard for what a free and open 
society could be. 

The exhibit’s centerpiece is the 
story of William “Bill” Powell and the 
Clearview Golf Club. Founded in 1946 
in East Canton, Ohio, Clearview is the 
only public golf course in the United 
States designed, built and owned by 
an African American. Its existence is a 
testimonial to the vision, determination 
and integrity of Powell, who overcame 
numerous obstacles in the pursuit of 
his dream. The exhibit celebrates the 
contributions of Powell and the other 
men and women who made sacrifices 
in an effort to realize their dream of 
equality on the greens.

In 1946, Powell, a U.S. Army 
sergeant in World War II, returned 
home from Europe and set out to 
build his own golf course in Ohio. 
He faced several economic and racial 
challenges, but through his passion 
and determination moved forward and 
completed the course despite working 
another full-time job and raising a 
family of five. Clearview is just one 
example of how African Americans 
have been an integral part of the 
American golf narrative since the 
beginning. 

Artifacts that chronicle Bill Powell’s 
life are featured in the exhibit, including 
childhood photographs, his high school 
football helmet, Dog tags from his 

military career, and a 1960s routing of 
Clearview Golf Club as Powell sought 
to expand the course to 18 holes. 

Powell’s family has also been an 
integral part of Clearview’s legacy. His 
wife of 56 years, Marcella, raised their 
children, was the chair of the UGA 
Junior Committee at both the state and 
national level, and ran Clearview’s 
clubhouse until her death in 1996. 
Their children continue to work at 
the club, fostering the ideals set forth 
by Bill and Marcella. In 2001, the 
Clearview Legacy Foundation was 
established to preserve the course for 
future generations, to develop improved 
facilities for teaching the game of golf, 
and to expand turfgrass research.

In addition to the artifacts, a short 
film produced by Dan Levinson of 
Moxie Pictures will be shown on a 
continuous loop in the exhibit area to 
entertain and engage visitors with this 
story of passion and social justice. 

Powell’s Clearview Golf Club was 
not the only African-American golf 
institution founded in this era. As part of 
this exhibit, the USGA is honoring other 
clubs that made significant contributions 
to minority golf, including Shady Rest 

Country Club in Scotch Plains, N.J., 
home course of John Shippen; Langston 
Golf Course in Washington, D.C., home 
of the Wake Robin and the Royals Golf 
Clubs; and Freeway Golf Course in 
Sicklerville, N.J., home course of Bill 
Bishop. Also featured are significant 
trophies from the United Golfers 
Association, including the UGA Negro 
National Open Championship Trophy 
which was donated by Albert F. Harris 
in 1935. 

During the past decade, the USGA 
became concerned that the history of 
minorities in the game, specifically 
African Americans, was not being 
actively preserved and in danger of 
being lost to future generations. In 
2010, the USGA jointly founded 
the African-American Archive with 
the PGA of America to address this 
concern. Utilizing the USGA’s Museum 
resources, a preservation initiative was 
begun and today the growing archive 
houses thousands of documents, 
hundreds of artifacts and many oral 
histories. “More Than A Game” is the 
third exhibit in the USGA Museum 
since 2010 celebrating minority golf 
stories. 

USGA opens 
“More Than a  

Game” exhibit

copyright unknown/courtesy usga museum

the Powell family, c. 1960. From left: Bill Jr., Marcella, Larry, Bill, and Renee.
(Image loaned to the USGA for scanning by the Powell family)
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Any memorabilia pertaining to 
The California Golf Club of 
San Francisco, founded in 
1918. Contact: Member Ray 
Youngdahl, 650-703-8349; 
or Glen Smickley, GM, at 
650-244-0104, 
glen@calclub.org

Autographs of U.S. Open 
winners – Ray, Manero, 
Parks, Dutra, Armour, 
McFarlane, Walker, Barnes, 
McDermott, Smith, Sargent, 
and pre-1908 U.S. Open 
winners. Also, Lenox Lady 
Stein w/silver rim; Knight 
Rake Iron; Ram Horn Trophy 
with Silver Topper. Contact: 
Tlupinacci1943@hotmail.com 

George Nicoll 6 iron, CM 
hand “Big Ball” original 
compacton blade wood 
shaft. Contact Guy Salvato, 
614-307-0072; or 
LindaSalvato@hotmail.com

Ceramics. Art. Glassware 
(Hawkes, etc. and glass 
with sterling overlay – as 
seen in Sprung book.) Peter 
Helweg, Richmond, Va., 
804-683-4697 
prhelweg@gmail.com 

Jones carry bags without 
stand. No logos. Send 
pictures if possible. Tim 
Flynn, 859-523-2339, 
timf@ping.com

250 autographed golf balls, 
in racks, cubes & labeled; 
misc. statues, ashtrays 
& golf items; L.A. Young/
Walter Hagen sand wedge, 
Schenectady putter, Archie 
Simpson niblick rut or track 
iron, all in shadow boxes.  
Jon Lowell, 954-682-1914 
or sandtrap4sale@aol.com.  

Estate Sale! Golf clubs 
from all eras. Hundreds 
of vintage hickory-shaft 
clubs, plus hundreds of 
name-brand steel, graphite 
and titanium shafted clubs.  
Also, large inventory of 
heads, shafts, grips, etc. for 
club builders. Call Tim @ 
419-543-0254.

No Reserve Antique Golf 
Auction. Starts Friday, April 
11, 2014 and ends Tuesday 
April 29, 2014. Hundreds 
of excellent golf antiques. 
Below retail values. Must 
see. www.baileyshonor.com

Classifieds

Bulletin Deadlines
. . . deadlines are absolute . . .
Regarding Classifieds: The GCS 

does not warranty the sale or 
guarantee the authenticity of any 
item, nor can be held liable for 
difficulties with any transaction. 

Inclusion of display ads or 
inserts does not constitute an 
endorsement of the advertised 

products by the GCS.

All submissions and ads must 
be received no later than the 

following dates:

  June:  April 28, 2014
  Sept.: July 21, 2014
   Dec.:  Oct. 20, 2014 
 March:  Feb. 2, 2015

To Place an Ad
Type or print clearly, using 35 

words or less. Ad cost is $10 for 
members, $20 for non-members. 
Make check payable to GCS and 

send along with ad to:
GCS Classifieds
P.O. Box 2386

Florence, OR  97439

WANTEDWANTED NoN-mEmbEr

NoN-mEmbEr

Nov. 13-15
Las Vegas, Nev.

2014 GCS Annual 
Meeting & Trade Show

Suncoast Hotel & Casino

Dear Mr. Davis,
I enjoyed your review of “Rarities in 

the Library of Golf” in the most recent 
issue of the GCS Bulletin. However, I 
did want to make you aware that at 
least one golfer continues to write golf 
poetry and collect the best of the old 
golf poetry as well. 

My book “Golf Course of Rhymes” 
is a book about golf and golf history 
illustrated with poetry that goes back 
to 1638. And my eBook “If Only I Could 
Play That Hole Again” is a book of my 
poems.

In addition, I have a blog (now 
five years old), www.golfpoet.com, 
devoted to golf poetry. It has received 
more that 100,000 page views from 
more that 120 countries. 

I would not go so far as to say that 
golf poetry is alive and well, but I 
am doing my best to give today’s 

golfers the opportunity to experience 
reading it.

With best wishes for a happy new 
year,

Leon S. White, PhD (07682)
Thank you, Leon. It’s comforting to 

know there are individuals still 
within the greater golfing community 
who find poetry a thoughtful and 
entertaining complement to the auld 
game. I hope from time to time a few 
rhymes will find their way into The 
Bulletin for all to enjoy.

Ed.

letters
Dear Jim,
Just a note to say that the Kate Brophy 

article was well received. I’ve gotten four 
notes, two from fellow collectors, one from 
Western Hills CC, and a special note from 
Mike Whan, commissioner of the LPGA 
Tour. Plus the Women’s Greater Cincinnati 
Golf Association is posting the story on its 
website. That’s more response on anything 
I’ve written before.

John Fischer III (03061)
John’s article on Kate Brophy (“Golf’s 

First Lady”, Bulletin No. 197, December 
2013) told a very human story. His 
handling of the piece offered readers a 
thoughtful, telling portrait of a warm and 
generous lady.

Ed.
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swivel tees

Swivel tees, (sometimes 
called spinners) have been in 

existence since the turn of the 20th 
century. A patent was issued to Wm. 
Tyler and George E. Smith of Shelby, 
Vt. on July 31, 1900; patent No. 
654,692. 

During the 1900s, many versions 
were developed, each claiming 
to have better features than its 
predecessor.

The main idea was to insert the 
stem of the tee into the ground then 
place the ball on the other end and, 
on impact of the club, the ball holder 
swivels out of the way, thus the name.

The Tyler/Smith version was the 
simplest, consisting of bent, heavy 
gauge wire with a rubber coating that 

was to deter damage to the face of the 
club. This was suspect at best – see 
bottom tee in the picture.

Pictured here are samples of some 

of the numerous designs. As late as 
2010, a version of the “spinner,” made 
of plastic, has been marketed.

Top to bottom, 
approximate 
dates

1930
1950
1913
1910
1950
1920
1900

Selling on eBay
Tips from Jim Jeselnick

Jim, who gave a presentation on eBay to the Annual Meeting 
in Southern Pines this past November, begins a series of 
tips for those who wish to explore the world of eBay selling/
auctions. Jim’s eBay moniker is qcinc.

To be a successful seller on eBay you need to master the 
art of taking excellent photographs. Here are 10 things to 
remember:

• Buy a good camera, especially one with a solid macro 
(close up) feature.

• Master the camera’s features, on your own or with 
help, especially on how to upload photographs to your 
computer.

• Make certain that you either have natural sunlight or a 
very good lamp. Dark photos will really hurt your listing. 
And take the time to ensure shadows are not interfering 
with the photo.

• Take enough photos to attract the viewer and answer 
questions, especially showing damaged or missing parts.

• Take good CLOSE-UP photos of hard to see things, like 
maker’s marks, signatures, etc. Use the macro feature.

• If you see that you have missed a photo, go back and 
upload it to your listing. That may be the one that attracts 
a bid.

• Buy a piece of blue felt, a small blue throw blanket, and a 
few blue poster boards as backdrops for your pictures.

• If taking pictures of golf clubs, make sure you show all 
sides of the head, the shaft, the grip, and the end cap if 
applicable.

• If you use Auctiva to list eBay items, you can upload as 
many as 24 photographs.

• To conserve memory on your computer, be sure to 
DELETE photographs from your computer after the 
listing is totally finished or after the item sells.

the macro icon on most digital 
cameras is indicated by a flower symbol.
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From Pete League – 
“Here’s how to get 

some cool golf stuff. 
While working as 
a gallery guard on 
the 10th hole during 
the 2011 Masters 
Tournament, I 
happened to be hit 
on the upper left side 
of my back (on the fly) by Louis Oosthuizen’s tee 
shot. I saw and heard the forecaddie shout ‘Fore 
Right!!’ but I could not see the ball, so I turned 
away from the tee and covered my head with my 
arms to protect myself… and then “Whoompff” 
(or something like that). The ball  bounced off my 
back and into a fairly decent lie in the right rough.  
Mr. Oosthuizen came up to me and asked if I was 
okay (I was) and then reached into his bag and 
pulled out a glove and a ball, signed both, and gave 
them to me. The glove has the little red reminder 
dot that became famous after he won The Open at 
St. Andrews in 2010. For the record, the glove is 
a Footjoy, size ML. The ball is a Titleist ProV1x. 
His personal mark on this ball is a vertical red line 
directly over the number (this particular ball is a 
‘3’). This little bit of memorabilia is significant 
to me because I worked The Open as a gallery 
marshall in 2010 (Oosthuizen’s year).

Four items found by Pat Sutton 
recently include: a 1928 PGA 
Contestant’s badge (held at Five 
Farms C.C. and won by Leo 
Diegel); a 1946 Women’s U.S. 
Open Program and ticket (held at 
Spokane C.C.); and a 1910 Men’s 
U.S. Amateur 
contestants badge 
(won by William 
Fownes Jr. at The 
Country Club).

All you have to do is get hit by a tee shot

One more look from the Annual 
Meeting in Southern Pines

Clockwise from upper right: 
items from the Dieter display; 
long noses at Bob Hansen’s 
display; newly published 
history (three volumes) of the 
U.S. Amateur from Classics of 
Golf; Bob Muir (left) and Mike 
Fay; a silver inkwell purchased 
by Tad Moore; cover of an 
early photo album. 

Licensed Auctioneer Andrea Voss: TX 16406. Buyer’s Premium 19.5%. See HA.com for details.  
HERITAGE Reg. U.S. Pat & TM Off. 31743

HA.com/TwitterHA.com/FBSports

SPORTS COLLECTIBLES AUCTION 
J U N E  6 - 7 ,  2 0 1 4   |   D A L L A S   |   O N L I N E

Consignment 
Deadline: 
April 15

Auction Your Treasures Alongside Part III of The Most Significant  
Hall of Fame Golf Collection Ever Offered At Auction  

The Sam Snead Collection

Mike Gutierrez
Consignment Director 
MikeG@HA.com 
Ext. 1183

Chris Ivy
Director of  
Sports Auctions
CIvy@HA.com 
Ext. 1319

Call 877-HERITAGE (437-4824)  
or Email Today  

To Discuss Opportunities

Seeking Vintage Collections and Consignments  
for our June Golf Collectibles Auction

Annual Sales Exceed $800 Million  ❘  850,000+ Online Bidder-Members

3500 Maple Ave.  ❘  Dallas, TX 75219  ❘  877-HERITAGE (437-4824)  ❘  HA.com

DALLAS  ❘  NEW YORK  ❘  BEVERLY HILLS  ❘  SAN FRANCISCO  ❘  HOUSTON  ❘  PARIS  ❘  GENEVA

1995 Ryder Cup Captains Trophy 
Presented to Sam Snead.
Estimate: $10,000+

1952 Masters Championship 
Trophy Won by Sam Snead.

Estimate: $100,000+

1872 Replica British Open 
Championship Medal. 

Estimate: $10,000+

1942 PGA Championship Wanamaker 
Trophy Won by Sam Snead.

Estimate: $80,000+

Always Accepting Quality Consignments in 38 categories.  
Immediate Cash Advances up to $50 Million.

2002 Sam Snead Masters Bag  
Autographed by Masters 
Champions with Letter.
Estimate: $40,000+ 

1953 US Open Runner Up 
Medal Won by Sam Snead.  

Estimate: $10,000+ 

1937 St. Paul Open Championship 
Medal Won by Sam Snead.

Estimate: $10,000+ 

Gene Sarazen Golf Outfit from 
1965 Golf Magazine Cover.

Estimate: $2,000+
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The ArT of 
hinTermeisTer
American illustrator Henry (Hy) 
Hintermeister, 1897-1972, along 
with his father, John Henry “Hy” 
Hintermeister, were known for 
their illustrations and magazine 
cover art. Several calendar 
art companies featured their 
work, including Brown and 
Bigelow, The Osborne Co., 
Louis F. Kemper Thomas, and 
American Art Works. From the 
1890s-1940s, father and son, 
whose signatures are virtually 
identical, together produced 
more than 1,050 illustrations. 
Their work, often compared 
with that of Norman Rockwell, 
ranges from fishing and 
pastoral scenes to humorous 
golfing scenes. A sampling of 
the younger Hintermeister’s 
work appears in the Feb/March 
edition of Golf Sport.  “Banana 
Ball”, above, is estimated at 
between $5,000-$7,000. “Lining 
it Up”, left, fetched $2,300 at 
auction (July 2012).

Images courtesy of 
Copley Fine Art Auctions.


