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Identifying a text from the Ptolemaic Period in the Hebrew Bible is not a difficult 

problem for those who answer affirmatively to Niels Peter Lemche’s question: “The 

Old Testament – A Hellenistic Book?” (SJOT 7, 1993, 163-193, repr.in: Did Moses 

Speak Attic? Jewish Historiography and Scripture in the Hellenistic Period, edited by 

Lester L. Grabbe, JSOTSup 317, Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 2001, 287–

318). However, Lemche’s position is less radical than often perceived at first glance. 

He actually assumes that earlier material has been incorporated in the Hebrew Bible. 

Nonetheless, the Hebrew Bible itself is in some sense undoubtedly a Hellenistic book 

because its formation continued into the 3rd and even 2nd centuries BCE. But which 

biblical texts really originated as late as the 3rd century and were not just handed 

down and passed on from earlier eras? This paper will propose three categories of 

texts in the Hebrew Bible that should possible be dated to the Ptolemaic period, and 

provide samples for each category: 1. Hebrew texts that are missing from the earliest 

Greek translations (especially in Jeremiah). An example of such a text is Jer 33:14–

26. 2. Texts alluding to Alexander the Great or transferring tales about Alexander to 

biblical heroes. Samples for this approach include Zech 9:9–10 and 2 Sam 23:13–17. 

3. Texts that presuppose the fall of the Persian Empire and interpret it as a cosmic 

judgment. This category will be illustrated by Isa 34:2-4 and Jer 45:4-5. A final 

section of the paper will briefly discuss other texts from the Hebrew Bible that – at 

least in part – probably stem from the 3rd century, but which are disputed and less 

clearly to date, such as Qoheleth, as well as parts of Daniel, Chronicles, and Proverbs. 
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