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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
March 3, 2015 

 

Aloha Invitational set to bring top college teams to Oahu 
for premier sand volleyball competition April 24-25 

 

Four top-10 teams will square off in inaugural tournament, as University of Hawaii, 
Long Beach State University, UCLA and St. Mary’s College come to Queen’s Beach 

for regular season conclusion on fabled shores of Waikiki 
 

Waikiki, Hawaii – With the dramatic landscape of Diamond Head state monument and the Pacific Ocean 
serving as a fitting backdrop, four of the top teams in collegiate sand volleyball will meet later this spring at 
Queen’s Beach to compete in the inaugural Aloha Invitational. 
 
The tournament, set for April 24-25, will feature the University of Hawaii, Long Beach State University, UCLA 
and St. Mary’s – all ranked among the top 10 in the American Volleyball Coaches’ Association (AVCA) 
preseason poll. The Rainbows enter the season ranked fourth, followed by the 49ers (fifth), Bruins (seventh) 
and Gaels (eighth).  
 
“I couldn’t be more pleased with the field of teams that we’ve assembled for the inaugural Aloha Invitational,” 
said tournament producer Frank Tusieseina. “Sand volleyball is the fastest growing sport at the collegiate level, 
and the women from these four great schools will show fans watching in person and on TV all across the 
country just how dynamic and exciting a sport it is.” 
 
Free to all spectators, the Aloha Invitational will be nationally televised on CBS Sports Network and falls just 
one week before the AVCA National Championships. 
 
"We are very excited about the first annual Aloha Invitational,” said Jeff Hall, the head coach for the University 
of Hawaii. “It is a perfect opportunity for our team to compete against some of the best teams in sand volleyball 
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so close to the national championship tournament. This will be one of the best tournaments of the year and will 
continue to field the top programs for years to come. It also gives our local fans a great chance to see our UH 
Sand 'Bows compete up close and personal." 
 
"We are honored to be included in the Aloha Invitational with such outstanding programs as Hawaii, UCLA, 
and Long Beach State,” said Rob Browning, the head coach at St. Mary’s. “All indications are that it will be a 
fabulous tournament for many years to come. We will definitely be challenged with the strong field of teams, 
and we are looking forward to the opportunity." 
 
“We’re very excited to be participating in the Aloha Invitational, and the girls are really looking forward to the 
trip,” said Long Beach State head coach Mike Campbell. “The format of the tournament as well as the field will 
really prepare us in advance of the AVCA National Championships in Gulf Shores.” 
 
“We are very excited to come to Hawai’i, the birthplace of beach volleyball, and to be a part of such a 
prestigious event,” UCLA head coach Stein Metzger said. “It is so neat to go to the place where Duke Paoa 
Kahinu Mokoe Hulikohola Kahanamoku started the sport before bringing it to Santa Monica, Calif., which is 
where we live and where we played our first two seasons until sand courts were completed on our campus.” 
 
Play will be contested on five courts clustered on Queen’s Beach. On April 24, play will consist of team 
competition, with five squads from each school battling throughout the day. The No. 1 squads will meet in 
morning matches, with the two victors advancing to a winner’s match and the losers moving to a contenders’ 
match. The Nos. 2, 3, 4 and 5 squads will follow the same format, with a team champion crowned at the end of 
the day and awards given to the second- and third-place schools. 
 
Following play, current and former professional beach volleyball players will compete in a charity exhibition 
match, and the players, coaches and VIPs will be treated to a traditional Hawaiian luau.  
 
April 25 will feature a pairs competition, with winners crowned in gold, silver and bronze brackets. The Nos. 1, 
2 and 3 squads from each school will compete in the gold bracket. The silver bracket will consist of Nos. 4 and 
5 squads from each school as well as Nos. 2 and 3 teams that lose in the gold bracket. The bronze bracket will 
be filled by squads that lose in the silver bracket. 
 
The pairs format ensures that all teams will be afforded the opportunity to play a minimum of two matches on 
the second day of competition, which is a significant draw for teams traveling from the mainland, tournament 
director John King said. 
 
“The fact that a team is not out of the competition with their first loss is very appealing and keeps both teams 
and coaches focused on the opportunity to win,” King explained. 
 
CBS Sports Network will broadcast the semifinals and final of the gold bracket, as well as the silver bracket 
final. 
 
More information on the Aloha Invitational can be found at www.AlohaInvitational.com or at 
www.Twitter.com/AlohaInvite. #Aloha2015  
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