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We are walking, talking, thinking soil 
(Montag, 2007) 

The ‘Art in Soil’ initiative 

The Art in Soil initiative aims to raise the level of public awareness of soils and their importance 

to society and humankind. Soils are vital to many fundamental environmental services and 

are a lot more than agriculture alone. In our more and more urbanised environments soils and 

soil science have an image problem – often soils are only thought of as a nuisance —as dirt—

the stuff which you get on your clothes or vacuum off your floor.  

Soils impact on almost everything that we depend upon to be healthy people - without them 

we would be breathless, hungry, homeless, thirsty and naked!  

Not only do soils produce 95% of our food but they produce our clothes, our shelter, our fuels, 

they are our water filters, our nutrient cyclers, they maintain our biodiversity, are a carbon sink 

and they also help us to be more resilient against floods, droughts and climate change.  

By communicating and engaging through art this initiative hopes to positively impact people 

with soils, their importance to humankind, and the ways in which the public can help ensure 

the longevity of soils. The initiative is intended as the catalyst to an ongoing emotional public 

dialogue on the importance of soils in everyday life. The vision is to positively change the 

perception and image of soils to instigate practice change for the better, globally. 

“Let’s Get Dirty” – an artist in residence program 

‘Let’s Get Dirty’ is an artist in residence program and the first program of the Art in Soil 

initiative. ‘Let’s Get Dirty’ specifically aims to claim back the word ‘dirt’ as being positively 

associated with our soils and soil science.  

 ‘Let’s Get Dirty’ will be a 6 month program starting 

around World Soils Day in early December 2016. 

Artists can apply for $10,000 to develop a piece of 

work which will culminate in a public event showing 

the work at the end of the program. Over the course 

of that 6 months, the journey or the development of 

the work, will also be documented and promoted 

through various media. 

 

“Without soils we 
would be 

breathless, hungry, 
homeless, thirsty 

and naked!” 
 
 

http://www.artinsoil.org/


 

www.artinsoil.org  ‘Let’s Get Dirty’—Information sheet for artists 
 

This journey is designed to be the ongoing initiative dialogue whereby updates will be provided 

through a centralised webpage (www.artinsoil.org) using numerous media formats (social, 

print, multimedia etc.). It is expected that the artist will participate in the launch event (see 

important timelines below), the promotion of the work through that 6 month journey and the 

final exhibition of work. Community engagement will be a key function of the artist residency 

also. 

A ‘flexible’ residency 

This artists in residence program is a ‘flexible residency’ and there are opportunities for artists 

to work directly with soil scientists throughout the 

residency. This may include visiting places of work, 

whether this be in laboratories or in the field or it can 

simply be through conversation with scientists 

throughout the residency. It is not a pre-requisite for a 

successful applicant to work directly with scientists 

throughout this program, it is only available to the artist 

if interested – hence a ‘flexible’ residency. A list of 

potential soil scientists to collaborate with during this 

flexible residency is available to view at 

www.artinsoil.org.  

Get involved 

To apply to be part of the ‘Lets Get Dirty’ program please complete an expression of interest 

form available at www.artinsoil.org.  

Important timelines 

Expression of Interest (EOI) application available August 2016 

Expression of Interest (EOI) applications close September 30 2016 

Individual short list finalised October 21 2016 

Artists notified of outcome of EOI November 1-7 2016 

“Lets Get Dirty” launch event December 1-10 2016 

Journey or development of work December 2016 to June 2017 

Culmination event – Exhibition of final works July 2017 (exact date TBA) 

 

Contact us 

The ‘Art in Soil’ initiative is run through Soil Science Australia - Queensland branch. For further 

information please contact us by emailing qld@soilscienceaustralia.org or visit 

www.artinsoil.org   

“Soils have an 
image problem. 

 Through art we can 
positively change 
the perception of 

soils and soil 
science” 
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