
	   1	   



	   2	  

HIT	  STAFF	  
	  
	  
Staff	  Writers	  &	  Illustrators	  
Ashley	  Arroyo	  
Alexander	  Arthurton	  
Tiana	  Ayela	  (M)	  
Destiny	  B.	  
Shantavia	  Carroll	  
Chelsea	  Cora	  (M)	  
Ronan	  Frayman	  (Q)	  
Taylor	  Graves	  (BX)	  
Jasmine	  Green	  (Q)	  
Daryl	  Gutierrez	  
Tracy	  H	  (Q)	  
Ashley	  Hall	  (BX)	  

Ethan	  Hammock	  (Q)	  
Barry	  Hantman	  (Q)	  
R.	  Jahan	  (Q)	  
Sir-‐Weslynn	  Jones	  (M)	  
Gerald	  King	  (M)	  
Uzay	  Kolbasi	  (M)	  
Chris	  Madden	  (SI)	  
Salise	  Marin	  
Alicia	  Fine	  McCullough	  
Amara	  Morgulas	  (M)	  	  
Nick	  	  
Kinja	  Nsimba	  

Alyssa	  Pascalli	  (Q)	  
Henry	  Quiridumbay	  (Q)	  
Jasmine	  Ramos	  (Q)	  
Yendy	  Reyes	  
Kailee	  Rios	  (Q)	  
Christian	  Rosa	  (Q)	  
Crystal	  Rosario	  (M)	  
Justin	  Santos	  (Q)	  
Preeya	  Sahadeo	  (Q)	  
Micaela	  Schell	  (M)	  
Jenny	  Xu	  (Q)	  

	   	  
	  
Teachers	  who	  have	  encouraged	  us
Ann	  Boyle	  
Kevin	  Bradley	  (M)	  
Mary	  Bradley	  (M)	  
Barry	  Hantman	  (Q)	  
Pierre	  Barthlemy	  (M)	  
Gregg	  Benoff	  (Q)	  
Ellisa	  Cassuto	  (M)	  

Valerie	  Conklin	  (Q)	  
Joe	  Flynn	  (M)	  
Mike	  Corlis	  (BX)	  
Lauren	  Dunkel	  
Catherine	  Fenton	  (M)	  
Yevgeny	  Ginzburg	  (SI)	  
Narry	  Hantman	  (Q)	  	  	  

Kiran	  Kumari	  (Q)	  
Rebecca	  Mason	  (M)	  
Ann	  Metroka	  
David	  Simmons	  
Mr.	  Sinnreich	  (BX)	  
Bob	  Zaslow	  
Tara	  Zukas	  (M)	  

	   	  
	  
HIT	  Advisor:	  

	  	  Maura	  Kane	  
	  
Our	  Assistant	  Principals	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Queens:	  Mr.	  Daniel	  Rayder,	  Mr.	  Bill	  Cornelius,	  Ms.	  Sharon	  Fennessy	  
	   Bronx:	  Mr.	  George	  Lombardi,	  Mr.	  Robert	  Walpole	  
	   Manhattan:	  Mr.	  James	  Maresca,	  Mr. John Curcio	  
	   Brooklyn:	  Ms.	  Geraldine	  Langella,	  	  
	   Staten	  Island:	  Mr.	  Joseph	  Paternoster	  
	  
Our	  Principal	  
Ms.	  Ramona	  Pizarro	  

	  
*Special	  thanks	  to	  Michael	  Kucker,	  Michael	  Bollati,	  Pam	  Sanzaro	  &	  

Robert	  Oliver	  for	  all	  their	  help	  in	  producing	  this	  magazine	  
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In Memory of Jenny Xu (2000-2014): 
 

We are sorry to inform our readers that Jenny Xu passed away over Memorial Day weekend. 

Jenny was an 8th grader who enjoyed learning and drawing. In fact, Jenny drew the  

February, March and April 2014 covers for Home Instruction Teens. 

 

Our hearts are saddened as we remember and honor Jenny. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jenny Xu (Queens, Grade 8) 

Teacher: Barry Hantman 
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By Jenny Xu  
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Alexander Arthurton (Grade 12, Manhattan) 

Teachers: Mary Bradley & Kevin Bradley 
 

It all started in September of 2012, Alex was looking 

forward to another great year at the NYC iSchool and 

had only one goal in mind for his junior year: Develop 

valuable skills and experiences that will strengthen the 

academic foundation required for success in higher 

education and success in life. 

     But in late December of 2012, Alex took a major 

hit when discovering that he was suffering from a 

massive disc bulge in his back caused by a simple 

movement on his very own couch. At one point, Alex 

began to realize that his life has changed dramatically, 

knowing that he spent more time with doctors than he 

did with teachers and friends back at the iSchool. 

    The absences began to increase, the confusion began to increase, and to make matters worse, the back 

pain wasn't going anywhere. Junior year was, in fact, a rough stretch for Alex and his family. Towards the 

summer of 2013, Alex knew that summer school was the only alternative to get back on track 

academically and ensure the possibility of graduating high school on time. Having deaf and mute parents, 

Alex knew he had to grow up fast and advocate for himself as best as possible! However, the wonderful 

support system from the doctors, teachers and his family allowed him to transform his thinking and 

decision-making skills to better his health, lifestyle and more importantly his education. 

     When things began to improve at the beginning of his senior year, he realized that his health condition 

was declining once again. Alex suffered another injury, and this time it was a high-ankle sprain. Because 

of this minor injury, his back injury worsened after learning that the crutches he was required to walk on, 

gave him the most intense back spasms ever experienced. Luckily, he was given the opportunity to be on 

home instruction for the remainder of his senior year in hopes to graduate high school on a strong note. 

With his health condition, Alex knows what it is like to live tired of dependence on medication, guilty 

over needing help, and frustrated over fielding the frequent comment, “But you don’t look sick!” But to 

tune out all the noise, Alex is a determined student who understands the importance of education and 

works diligently. He is a person who holds dear family values and understands the importance of 

empathy. He knows his path to success is through education and acts accordingl 
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Yendy Reyes  (Grade 12) 

Teacher: David Simmons 
 

My name is Yendy Reyes, and all I have to say is that 

everything is possible. 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kinja Nsimba (Grade 12) 

Teacher: Ann Metroka 
 

It is with great pride and excitement that Kinja Nsimba 

announces her high school graduation. Kinja has a love of 

languages and speaks both English and French. She hopes 

to learn Portuguese in the future. She loves poetry, spoken 

word, and working on her novel. After graduating Kinja 

would like to pursue work in the music industry. Kinja is 

thankful to her parents and God for their support 

throughout her academic career.  
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Gerald King (Manhattan) 

Teacher: Joe Flynn  
 

Harlem is my home, just north of Central Park. 

While on home instruction I learned to solve many 

types of math problems, but social studies is my best 

subject. I pride myself on my reading and listening 

abilities, which are skills I've had to work at. My 

teacher and I have read many books together.  I 

follow current events and learn about our leaders in 

the Current events are sometimes funny in some 

surprising way and I have enjoyed sharing the 

humor with others, including my teacher. In the 

years ahead, I hope to continue improving my skills 

and learning.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Uzay Kolbasi  (Grade 12, Manhattan) 

Teacher: Tara Zukas 

 

Uzay Kolbasi is a 17 year old German-born Turk who spent most of his life living in various countries 

across the globe before moving to New York City. He and his family have been living there for the past 

two and a half years and have another two years ahead of them. With the assistance of Home Instruction 

Schools, Uzay will be graduating from Manhattan Hunter Science High School and plans on attending 

Hunter College this fall.  
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Chris Madden (Grade 12, Staten Island) 

Teacher: Yevgeny Ginzburg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crystal Rosario (Grade 12, Manhattan) 

Teacher: Joe Flynn  

     

I was born in NYC in 1993 the middle child in a 

family of three children.  We live in Washington 

Heights. On my way to school earlier this year I 

tripped on the subway stairs and broke my ankle. 

Surgery was required and so I became a home 

instruction student. This has been a busy year as I am 

recuperating from my injury, having physical therapy 

and also finishing my final year of school. I look ahead 

to things I would like to do in the days and years to 

come. I would like to attend college, work in an office 

or store, and have a family of my own. With my 

family I'd like to travel and go to the Dominican 

Republic, to Puerto Rico, and to Disney World.  
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Salise Marin (Grade 12) 

Teacher: Ann Boyle 
 

My name is Salise Marin.  I’m happy to be graduating high 

school in June 2014.  My plans for the future are to pursue a 

career in dance or figure skating.  I'm a pre-professional ice 

skater and have trained for five years.  Recently my love of 

dance has taken over. Although I only started dance classes 

two years ago, it   seems to come naturally to me.  I want a 

job that I will wake up happy to go to every morning.  

Dancing would fulfill that!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tiana Ayela (Grade 12, Manhattan) 

Teacher: Ann Boyle 
 

My experience with home instructions was a great one. I had 

wonderful teachers who pushed me to do my best and 

encouraged me the whole way through. After graduation I 

plan on moving and then enrolling in college.  

I’m excited to be finally graduating.  
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Ashley Hall (Bronx, Grade 12) 

Teacher: Mr. Sinnreich 

 

Ashley Hall 20yrs old and from Bronx,NY. She is a 

vocalist and pianist. After graduation she plans to 

volunteer at New York Presbyterian Hospital and 

major Music at NYU Performing Arts in 2015. Ashley 

would like to thank Home Instruction Organization for 

understanding her situation and helping her achieve 

her goal to graduate. She also wants to thank her 

teacher Mr. Sinnreich for supporting and encouraging 

her, and for being a wonderful teacher who influenced  

me to do better.    
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Congratulations to the 

Graduates of 2014!!!!! 
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	  I	  hereby	  give	  permission	  for	  my	  child's	  photograph,	  artwork,	  poetry	  or	  other	  work	  produced	  
in	  conjunction	  with	  a	  school	  project,	  class	  or	  extracurricular	  activity,	  to	  be	  put	  on	  the	  
Department	  of	  Education's	  World	  Wide	  Web	  (WWW)	  site,	  in	  accordance	  with	  the	  policies	  set	  
forth	  in	  the	  DOE's	  Internet	  Acceptable	  Use	  Policy.	  

I	  understand	  that	  the	  information	  to	  be	  posted	  does	  not	  include	  information	  from	  my	  child's	  
academic,	  guidance,	  permanent	  or	  cumulative	  record	  (i.e.	  grades	  or	  attendance	  records).	  I	  also	  
understand	  that	  the	  information	  to	  be	  posted	  does	  not	  include	  other	  personal	  identifiable	  
information	  such	  as	  my	  child's	  address,	  phone	  number,	  or	  social	  security	  number.	  

I	  hereby	  give	  permission	  for	  my	  child's	  photograph,	  artwork,	  poetry	  or	  other	  work	  produced	  
in	  conjunction	  with	  a	  school	  project,	  class	  or	  extracurricular	  activity,	  to	  be	  printed	  in	  HOME	  
INSTRUCTION	  TEENS	  (HIT)	  and/or	  HOME	  INSTRUCTION	  KIDS	  (HI	  KIDS)	  magazines.	  

	  
Name	  of	  Student_________________________________________________________	  

_______________________________________________________________________	  

Parent’s	  Signature_____________________________________________________________________	  

______________________________________________________________________________________	  

Date__________________________________________________________________________________	  

______________________________________________________________________________________	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

This	  document	  is	  to	  be	  sent	  to	  and	  retained	  by	  the	  school.	  

	  


