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HIT STAFF 
 
Staff Writers & Illustrators 
 
S. Keys 

 
 
HIT Advisor: 
 
Maura Kane 

 
 
Our Assistant Principals 

 
Queens: Mr. Bill Cornelius, Ms. Sharon Fennessy 
Bronx: Mr. George Lombardi, Mr. Robert Walpole 
Manhattan: Mr. James Maresca, Mr. John Curcio 
Brooklyn: Ms. Geraldine Langella, Georgia Campbell 
Staten Island: Mr. Joseph Paternoster 
 
 
Our Principal 

 
Ms. Ramona Pizarro 

 
* Special thanks to Todd Alessandro, Robert Oliver, Pam Sanzaro & our  
WONDERFUL Principal Ramona Pizarro for all their help in producing this 
magazine!! 
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HIT MAGAZINE 
Home Instruction Teens Magazine 

 
Welcome back to another year of HIT MAGAZINE  

These magazines are written by Home Instruction students for  
Home Instruction students. They provide an opportunity for 

 students to communicate and share ideas. 
 

All students (K-12) are invited to participate in the  
production of these magazines.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

You don’t have to be a great writer to be involved.  
There are all kinds of things that will help in the  

production of each issue. 
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You can send us : 
 

photography 

puzzles 

jokes  

riddles  

poems 

stories  

movie reviews  

book reviews 

video game reviews 

sports reviews 

whatever you would like to share. 

 

We need staff members who would like to work at home  

helping to put the magazines together every month. We will ask 
 you to do a little typing and to feel free to share any ideas you have to 

 improve our magazines. Frequently we are able to arrange for our 
 secondary students to get school credit for their work on the magazine.  

If you would like more information about becoming  
a staff member, email us at: 

 

HITMAGAZINE@AOL.COM 
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WANTED: EDITOR-in-CHIEF 
& Staff EDITORS 

 
Please	contact	us	ASAP	if	you’re	interested	in	these	positions.	

Requirements	include:	basic	knowledge	and	interest	in	learning	about	
basic	layout/design	using	Microsoft	Word,	editing	other	students	

submissions,	some	typing,	ability	to	work	under		
tight	deadlines	and	creativity.	

	

	
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If interested, please e-mail us at: 

HITMAGAZINE@AOL.COM 
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AVAILABLE HIT Staff Positions  
for students interested in  

receiving Journalism credits 
 
Columnists/ Staff Writers: who would each be in charge of a monthly column  
(based on their interests.)  
 
Possible monthly columns might include:  

• Sports   
• Art  
• Book Reviews  
• Movie Reviews  
• Current Events  
• Poetry  
• Puzzles & Games 

 
Almost anything that is of interest to a student who’s dedicated to submitting something 
each month & also willing to help out with the editing and typing of other students 
submissions.  
 
Illustrator/Editor would illustrate articles and design covers 
Photographer/Editor 
All staff members should submit at least one article every month. 
All Staff members should be encouraged to contribute ideas on: 
        • how to improve the magazine 
        • how to capture interest of readers 
        • how to get more students to contribute. 
 
All staff members should be willing to help with production, layout/design of the 
magazine.  
 
All staff members should also be willing to help proofread for incorrect, 
inappropriate material 
All staff members might be required to submit at least one: 
        Editorial 
        Interview 
        News story 
 
All staff members will learn the importance of ethics in journalism 
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ARTS & 
ENTERTAINMENT 

 
	
Book	Review	of	Flowers	for	Algernon	
By	S.	Keys		
	

The	book	“Flowers	for	Algernon”	written	by	Daniel	Keyes,	published	in	

the	late	1960’s	is	a	very	original	and	wonderful	story.	It	portrays	a	mentally	retarded	

adult	named	Charlie	Gordon,	age	32	who	is	about	to	undergo	a	surgery	that	will	most	

definitely	change	his	life!	The	book	leads	us	down	the	path	of	Charlie’s	experiences	

before	and	after	his	“intelligence	enhancing”	surgery	as	he	struggles	to	remember	who	

he	is,	in	the	sense	of	memory,	family,	and	love.	

	

Charlie	Gordon’s	mental	state	as	you	begin	reading	is	apparent	to	be	child-like.	The	way	

he	writes	(as	Daniel	Keyes	means	to	leave	it)	is	with	many	errors	in	spelling	and	does	not	

use	grammar.	The	way	he	analyzes	things	such	as	the	Rorschach	test	that	he	describes	

very	literally,	just	the	way	Charlie	has	always	been.	The	Beekman	University	in	NY	is	

where	the	studies	are	being	done	are	Charlie	for	his	new	experimental	brain	surgery	

done	only	once	before	on	a	mouse	named	Algernon.	Alice	Kinnian,	Charlie’s	teacher	in	

his	special	adult	learning	class	at	the	Beekman	University	thinks	he	would	be	a	great	

candidate	for	the	operation,	She	see	a	great	potential	in	him	and	he	is	very	determined.	

This	is	how	he	gets	to	where	he	is	at	the	beginning	of	the	book,	being	tested	and	

agreeing	to	have	this	new	surgery	done.	Although	in	his	condition,	Charlie	functioned	on	

his	own.	He	held	a	job	in	the	bakery,	cleaning	up	toilets	and	floors	for	17	years	that	his	

uncle	Herman	had	gotten	him	that.	The	owner	was	like	a	father	to	him	after	his	uncle	

died,	He’d	even	given	him	a	place	to	stay	after	he	was	admitted	into	the	Warren	state	
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home	(a	home	in	Long	Island	for	retardates	and	people	who	can	longer	take	care	of	

themselves)	after	only	one	day	of	being	there.	His	co-workers	were	very	mean	to	him,	

although	at	the	time	Charlie	didn’t	realize	he	just	laughed	at	their	mean	jokes	and	

pranks,	thinking	it	was	all	in	good	fun.	When	Charlie	went	home,	he	was	alone.	His	

parents	had	left	him	with	his	Uncle	and	even	after	he	died	(which	they	hadn’t	even	

known	about)	they	had	never	seen	or	talked	to	him.	He	had	nothing	to	lose.	Being	the	

very	determined	young	man	that	he	was,	he	had	agreed	to	undergo	the	surgery	as	a	

part	of	his	obsession	to	become	smarter.	As	the	story	continues,	his	spelling	becomes	

correct	and	grammar	begins	to	appear.	Is	Charlie	getting	smart?	

	

Through	the	passing	weeks	it	is	evident	that	Charlie’s	operation	is	a	success	but	there	

are	2	problems.	The	first	and	main	concern	is	if	the	operation	sticks,	it	is	just	an	

experiment.	The	second	problem	is	that	Charlie	begins	to	gain	knowledge	and	is	leaving	

behind	the	lovable,	sweet	and	caring	old	Charlie	and	is	becoming	the	new	self-centered	

and	arrogant	Charlie.	Learning	new	emotions	he	begins	to	fall	in	love	with	his	teacher	

Ms.	Alice	Kinnian.	Apart	from	feeling	love,	he	is	now	terrified	of	old	and	horrible	

memories!	They	now	haunt	him	as	he	begins	to	understand	what	was	once	a	confusing	

blur.	The	terrible	chaos	in	which	he	grew	up	in	was	mostly	a	direct	result	of	his	mother.	

She	could	not	stand	him	being	“slower”	or	“below	average”	like	doctors	and	teachers	

would	so	often	say.	She	struggled	to	make	him	learn,	beating	him	and	torturing	him,	

whatever	she	could	do.	The	overwhelming	flashbacks	create	a	terrible	experience	for	

Charlie	in	this	“new”	world.	His	attitude	toward	many	things	changes	drastically,	he	is	

very	self-centered	and	most	people	around	him	grow	tired	of	the	act.	Nobody	can	

understand	him,	except	maybe	Algernon.	

	

I	found	this	to	be	a	great	book,	and	now	one	of	my	favorites.	Charlie	goes	through	a	lot	

more	then	what	I	can	explain	in	a	review.	I	found	“Flowers	for	Algernon”	to	be	touching	

and	very	interesting.	Hopefully	this	made	you	want	to	read	the	book!	It’s	entertaining	

and	original	and	I’d	recommend	to	anyone	of	all	ages.	
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BEYOND HIGH 
SCHOOL 

 
If you are graduating in June, you may be thinking about taking the SAT. 

For information, got to: 
http://sat.collegeboard.org/register/sat-dates	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	
We need an editor for this column. 

 
Are you a junior or senior  

in high school? 
 

Would you be interested in being 
responsible for a column on “life  

in junior and senior year” and  
“life after high school”? 

 
We have lots of material and  

ideas to help you. 
 

Let us know if you’re interested. 
 

HITMAGAZINE@AOL.COM 
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HIT BOOK CLUB 
HAVE YOU READ ANY GOOD BOOKS LATELY? 

HOW ABOUT BAD BOOKS? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEND US REVIEWS AT: 

HITMAGAZINE@AOL.COM 

WE WIL PRINT THEM 
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JUST FOR FUN 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	

	
DO	YOU	ENJOY	COOKING?		

	
IF	SO,	PLEASE	SEND	US	YOUR	FAVORITE	RECIPES!	

	
DO	YOU	ENJOY	PUZZLES,	WORD	SEARCHES	OR	GAMES?		

	
TRY	CREATING	YOUR	OWN	AND	THEM	TO	US	At:	

	

HITMAGAZINE	@AOL.COM	
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 I hereby give permission for my child's photograph, artwork, poetry or other work produced in conjunction 
with a school project, class or extracurricular activity, to be put on the Department of Education's World 
Wide Web (WWW) site, in accordance with the policies set forth in the DOE's Internet Acceptable Use 
Policy. 

I understand that the information to be posted does not include information from my child's academic, 
guidance, permanent or cumulative record (i.e. grades or attendance records). I also understand that the 
information to be posted does not include other personal identifiable information such as my child's address, 
phone number, or social security number. 

I hereby give permission for my child's photograph, artwork, poetry or other work produced in conjunction 
with a school project, class or extracurricular activity, to be printed in HOME INSTRUCTION TEENS 
(HIT) and/or HOME INSTRUCTION KIDS (HI KIDS) magazines. 

 
Name of Student_________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Parent’s Signature_____________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date__________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

This document is to be sent to and retained by the school.  
 

 

 

 

 


