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CONTESTS 
 
Every month we try to include a list of contests, which we hope you might enjoy entering. 
If you do, please let us know and also send us a copy of your entry so that we can print it 
in HIT. A number of our students have won these contests so you should really give it a 
try. If you have any questions please contact us at:   

 
HITMAGAZINE@AOL.COM 

 
 
 
YCteen Essay Contest 
Essay Contests 
Contest # 226: Have you kept difficult emotions to yourself and then eventually opened up to 
a friend, family member, or therapist? Describe how your behavior, actions, or attitude changed after 
you talked about your feelings with someone you trust. 
Deadline: January 30, 2015 
Info: http://www.ycteenmag.org/contests/ycteen.html 
 
Contest # 227: Write a letter to your parents telling them what's going on in your life that 
they should know about—and don't. [Note: The cash prize winners for our "Letters to Parents" contest 
are picked at random. To protect the identities of the writers, we won't publish any real names or list 
honorable mentions. All names and some details in the letters may be changed.] 
Deadline: March 27, 2015 
Info: http://www.ycteenmag.org/contests/ycteen.html 
 
 
High School Essay Contest 
Sponsored by: Society of Professional Journalists 
Topic: “Why is it important for journalists to seek the news and report it?” 
Prizes: 1st:  $1000 scholarship, 2nd: $500 scholarship, 3rd: $300 scholarship 
Deadline: February 28, 2015 
Info:  http://www.spj.org/a-hs.asp 
 
 
Art, Poetry, Prose & Film Contests for Middle School & High School Students 
Sponsored by: Ocean Awareness Student Contests 
Theme: “Our Oceans, Our Plastic” 
Middle and high school students from around the world are invited to compete in the 2015 Ocean 
Awareness Student Contest. The theme "Our Oceans, Our Plastic" allows you to explore and 
interpret the connections among the ocean, plastic pollution, society, and you. 
Info: http://www.fromthebowseat.org/contest.php 
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REFLECTIONS 
 

Midst of a New Beginning 
By J. Zhizin (Queens) 
Teacher: Maura Kane 
 
Resolutions are something I'm used to at least thinking about and making. Yet not many 
people have considered discussing resolutions this year as far as I see. The newspaper 
and magazines say stuff like, "resolutions? Yeah, right. You say you’ll do this and that 
but you won’t! So get over it!" Since when are public articles so um negative? Maybe it’s 
true though, a lot of us say we want to get this and that done but we don't because of 
something or another that happens for us to use as an excuse. Hey, still we at least want 
to think we had good intentions. Reading this newspaper over New Years was very 
depressing for me. I think the fact that we want to achieve should be good enough. 
However, we can’t hold off on the things we need to get done, forever. I believe this to 
be the reason why people haven't really considered making resolutions this year. Some 
people say, "What's the use of making promises if they are only made to be broken." So 
I guess it’s easier just to do nothing at all than to try?                                     

As for my so-called resolutions...I like everything the way it is right now. The only thing I 
want to have more of a hold on is my health. I need to exercise more. Go back on a raw 
food and juice kind of diet. Not because I think I'm fat or anything if that’s what anyone is 
thinking, but just because you can say I'm a health freak? lol. I love hanging out and 
going out with everybody every night but I really think I need to cut back on that and 
concentrate on me. I always say this, but it’s very tempting to have fun so those words of 
“cut back” and “concentrate on me” usually just go to the clouds. I can’t help wanting to 
have fun. Somehow I have to manage both, which will be hard because of the basic 
easiest skill that almost everyone has, of procrastination (as in procrastinating on what I 

should be doing and running away with a distraction instead.)  

Along with Christmas came New Years and along with New Years came my birthday. I 
am now seventeen and I have been thinking about my "sweet 16" year. I know everyone 
says being sixteen is wonderfully sweet and the best so I wanted to figure out if the past 
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year would qualify as sweet...I have come to the conclusion that this past year was a 
successful one. I bonded with my family a lot, (I think we even got each other pretty 
much figured out.) I'm getting myself into sign language courses, I am thinking about 
going back to school for this coming September and I looked into that. I got my photo 
I.D. card, I applied to two jobs and for a copy of my birth certificate in order to make 
progress with getting my permit. Lastly but not least whatsoever, lets not forget my first 
real kiss...Sixteen was sweet for me. There were a lot of tears alongside the smiles. With 
the death of three of my loved ones in the last couple of months but the many highlights 
are what keeps me from spoiling that year. I looked past what hurt without fully forgetting 
it. I wonder what 17 will bring; whatever it does I am going to face it like I do everything 

else, with strength and a smile.  
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POETRY PLACE 
 

The Answer 
By Anonymous 

 
Most people spend a lifetime searching 

for something to find, looking past,  

too far ahead, not leaving anything behind. 

But this is what defines us, the memories, 

when we are gone, there is information  

we must know so that we can live on.  

Here is the secret to all our troubles,  

try it and don’t fake it! Instead of  

searching for what’s not there,  

life is what you MAKE it. 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

 
Othello — “The Role that Race Plays Throughout the Play” 
By Rifat Hassan (Grade 12, Queens) 
Teacher: Maura Kane  
  
The play, Othello by William Shakespeare, is certainly the tragedy of racism. Examples 
of racism are common throughout the dialog. This racism is directed toward Othello, a 
brave soldier from Africa and currently supreme commander of the Venetian army. 
Nearly every character uses a racial slur to insult Othello at one point in the play. Even 
Emilia sinks to the level of insulting Othello based on the color of his skin. The character 
that most commonly makes racist remarks in Othello is Iago. It is very apparent that Iago 
uses racism as a scapegoat to hate and blame Othello. Societal racism takes its toll on 
its victims. The effect of racism on Othello is quite evident and is one of the main causes 
for his insecurity about his marriage. However, Othello is not wholly the tragedy of 
racism. The theme of jealousy is also extremely important in Othello. Racism may play a 
large part in the tragedy, Othello, but it certainly does not adequately explain the entire 
play. 
  
There are several characters in this play that portray this mentality. These characters 
include Brabantio, Emilia, and Othello. But by far, the face of racism in this play is that of 
Iago, who makes his intentions crystal clear in his soliloquy where he states I hate the 
Moor, (I, iii, 379). Throughout the play, Iago lays forward a number of reasons for his 
hatred, which leads to the ruin of most of the characters. It is most likely that the main 
reason behind Iago's hatred of Othello is the color of his skin. Similar to many other 
people of his time, Iago would have had little or no racial tolerance for others, and 
thereby saw Othello as an outcast that had risen to success which is a factor 
contributing to another of his reasons for hatred, jealousy. From the very first act of this 
play, and indeed the very first scene, Iago hurls racial insults at Othello, an example of 
which is "...very now, an old black ram is tupping your white ewe" (I, i, 89-90) - A 
statement that has both racist and vulgar connotations, as well as referring to Othello as 
a Barbary horse (I, i, 112) - Which is degrading him to the level of a filth.  
  
Just like Iago, the other characters too have moments of degradation towards Othello's 
skin color including Othello himself. Brabantio stated "She, in spite of nature, Of years, of 
country, credit, everything, To fall in love with what she fear'd to look on! It is a judgment 
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maim'd and most imperfect, That will confess perfection so could err Against all rules of 
nature" (1.3.6). Brabantio argues that Desdemona's love for Othello is unnatural and 
would never fall in love with a black man whom "she feared to look on". As for Emilia, 
around the end of the play Emilia stated "O, the more angel she, And you the blacker 
devil!" (5.2.36). Emilia is stating that he is a devil and black as well because he had killed 
her mistress Desdemona.  
  
When Othello realizes that he murdered Desdemona for no good reason (Desdemona 
has been faithful and loving all along), he imagines he's just like a "base Indian" who 
"threw a pearl away" without knowing its true worth. "Speak of me as I am; nothing 
extenuate, Nor set down aught in malice: then must you speak, Of one that loved not 
wisely but too well; Of one not easily jealous, but being wrought perplex'd in the extreme; 
of one whose hand, like the base Indian, threw a pearl away richer than all his tribe; of 
one whose subdued eyes, albeit unused to the melting mood, drop tears as fast as the 
Arabian trees their medicinal gum" (5.2.68). What's interesting about this passage is the 
way Othello's comparison gives voice to a common notion among Elizabethans – that 
Native Americans and black Africans alike are "base," or uncivilized. This is Othello's 
view towards himself when he realizes how he's just been led on all this time by Iago 
and ruined his relationship with everyone around him.   
 
Because of racism, Othello becomes much more vulnerable to manipulation and is 
easily tricked by Iago. Racism assures that Othello will remain isolated from his peers 
while Iago tinkers with his mind by separating him from his white peers and making him 
the outsider. Although Othello is not solely the tragedy of racism, it truly could not be a 
tragedy without the negative pressures from racism. 
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Hamlet 
“Is Polonius’ Advice Relevant Today?” 
By Catherine Micelli (Queens, Grade 12) 
Teacher: Robert Cipriani 
 
I am currently reading “Hamlet” by William 
Shakespeare. I was struck by the advice that 
Polonius gives his son Laertes as he leaves for 
France in Act I, Scene III. Mr. Cipriani asked me if I 
thought that his advice to his son was as relevant 
today as it was then. I concluded, that most of what 

he said is relevant to today’s students. Although much of what Polonius says is 
contradictory, there are many grains of truth in what he says. 
 
Young people today can benefit from his advice. In particular, I found his advice to his 
son appealing when he tells him that he should be more guarded in what he says to 
people that he doesn’t really know. He should listen more and reserve his judgment 
rather than speak before he knows who’s he’s talking to. An example of this would be 
when someone tells you something “in secret” and says, “please don’t tell anyone else,” 
and then they tell you – and most likely you tell someone else – and soon the secret is 
all over the place. 
 
Polonius also goes on to tell his son that when he finds a loyal friend (which are hard to 
find,) he should hold to them, “grapple them to thy soul with hoops of steel.” I believe this 
is very insightful advice as true & loyal friends are extremely hard to find – if you have 
one you’re very lucky. 
 
In my opinion, the most important advice he gives his son is. “This above all to thine own 
self be true.” I find that to be the most important advice he gives to his son. This made 
the greatest impression on me, because with the all the temptations and peer pressure 
that all of us are faced with, we have to find within ourselves those core values that we 
hold dear and stick to them. 
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Book Review of Flowers for Algernon 
By Anonymous  
 
The book “Flowers for Algernon” written by Daniel Keyes, published in the late 1960’s is 
a very original and wonderful story. It portrays a mentally retarded adult named Charlie 
Gordon, age 32 who is about to undergo a surgery that will most definitely change his 
life! The book leads us down the path of Charlie’s experiences before and after his 
“intelligence enhancing” surgery as he struggles to remember who he is, in the sense of 
memory, family, and love. 
 
Charlie Gordon’s mental state as you begin reading is apparent to be child-like. The way 
he writes (as Daniel Keyes means to leave it) is with many errors in spelling and does 
not use grammar. The way he analyzes things such as the Rorschach test that he 
describes very literally, just the way Charlie has always been. The Beekman University 
in NY is where the studies are being done are Charlie for his new experimental brain 
surgery done only once before on a mouse named Algernon. Alice Kinnian, Charlie’s 
teacher in his special adult learning class at the Beekman University thinks he would be 
a great candidate for the operation, She see a great potential in him and he is very 
determined. This is how he gets to where he is at the beginning of the book, being tested 
and agreeing to have this new surgery done. Although in his condition, Charlie 
functioned on his own. He held a job in the bakery, cleaning up toilets and floors for 17 
years that his uncle Herman had gotten him that. The owner was like a father to him 
after his uncle died, He’d even given him a place to stay after he was admitted into the 
Warren state home (a home in Long Island for retardates and people who can longer 
take care of themselves) after only one day of being there. His co-workers were very 
mean to him, although at the time Charlie didn’t realize he just laughed at their mean 
jokes and pranks, thinking it was all in good fun. When Charlie went home, he was 
alone. His parents had left him with his Uncle and even after he died (which they hadn’t 
even known about) they had never seen or talked to him. He had nothing to lose. Being 
the very determined young man that he was, he had agreed to undergo the surgery as a 
part of his obsession to become smarter. As the story continues, his spelling becomes 
correct and grammar begins to appear. Is Charlie getting smart? 
 
Through the passing weeks it is evident that Charlie’s operation is a success but there 
are 2 problems. The first and main concern is if the operation sticks, it is just an 
experiment. The second problem is that Charlie begins to gain knowledge and is leaving 



 
 

12 

behind the lovable, sweet and caring old Charlie and is becoming the new self-centered 
and arrogant Charlie. Learning new emotions he begins to fall in love with his teacher 
Ms. Alice Kinnian. Apart from feeling love, he is now terrified of old and horrible 
memories! They now haunt him as he begins to understand what was once a confusing 
blur. The terrible chaos in which he grew up in was mostly a direct result of his mother. 
She could not stand him being “slower” or “below average” like doctors and teachers 
would so often say. She struggled to make him learn, beating him and torturing him, 
whatever she could do. The overwhelming flashbacks create a terrible experience for 
Charlie in this “new” world. His attitude toward many things changes drastically, he is 
very self-centered and most people around him grow tired of the act. Nobody can 
understand him, except maybe Algernon. 
 
I found this to be a great book, and now one of my favorites. Charlie goes through a lot 
more then what I can explain in a review. I found “Flowers for Algernon” to be touching 
and very interesting. Hopefully this made you want to read the book! It’s entertaining and 
original and I’d recommend to anyone of all ages. 
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BEYOND HIGH SCHOOL 

What to do After High School 
 

CAREER EXPLORATION 
Not everyone goes to college. What are some of your interests and talents? 

During junior and senior years you should be thinking about  
what comes after high school. 

 

 
 
Occupational Outlook Handbook 
http://www.bls.gov/ooh/ 
 
 
Career Exploration 
http://www.bls.gov/k12/content/students/careers/career‐exploration.htm 
 
 
http://www.careeronestop.org 
 
 
http://www.careeronestop.org/StudentsandCareerAdvisors/StudentsandCar
eerAdvisors.aspx 
 
 
http://www.careeronestop.org/TridionMultimedia/WMNM%20FINAL%20JA
N%2007%202013_tcm24‐13704.pdf 
 

 
Please share your research with us.  

Send articles on careers that  
might interest you. 

 

For excellent information on careers, here are some 
websites you might want to look at. 
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Take a look at the 
O*NET INTEREST PROFILER 

http://www.mynextmove.org/explore/ip 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Please send articles with your reactions, interests and 
opinions about what you’d like to do after high school! 
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If you are graduating in June,  

you may be thinking about taking the SAT. 

For information, go to: 
http://sat.collegeboard.org/register/sat‐dates 

 



 
 

17 

HIT / HI KIDS 
Home Instruction Teens Magazine 

Home Instruction Kids Magazine 
 

Welcome back to another year of HIT MAGAZINE and HI KIDS MAGAZINE!  
These magazines are written by Home Instruction students for  

Home Instruction students. They provide an opportunity for 
 students to communicate and share ideas. 

All students are invited to participate in the production of these magazines.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HI KIDS is for elementary students and  
HIT is for secondary students.  

You don’t have to be a great writer to be involved.  
There are all kinds of things that will help in the production of each issue. 
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You can send us : 

PLEASE SEND US: 
  

drawings 
photography 

puzzles 
jokes 

riddles 
poems 
stories 

movie reviews 
book reviews 

video game reviews 
sports review 

whatever you would like to share. 
 

We need staff members who would like to work at home  
helping to put the magazines together every month. We will ask you to do  
a little typing and to feel free to share any ideas you have to improve our 
magazines. Frequently we are able to arrange for our secondary students 

to get school  
credit for their work on the magazine.  

If you would like more information about becoming  
a staff member, email us at: 

 
HITMAGAZINE@AOL.COM 

or 
HIKIDSMAG@AOL.COM 
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WANTED:  

EDITOR-in-CHIEF 

& Staff EDITORS 
 

Please contact us ASAP if you’re interested in these positions. 
Requirements include: basic knowledge and interest in learning 
about basic layout/design using Microsoft Word, editing other 
students submissions, some typing, ability to work under tight  

deadlines and creativity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If interested, please e-mail us at: 

HITMAGAZINE@AOL.COM 
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HIT BOOK CLUB 
HAVE YOU READ ANY GOOD BOOKS LATELY? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOW ABOUT BAD BOOKS? 
 

SEND US REVIEWS AT:  

HITMAGAZINE@AOL.COM 

WE WIL PRINT THEM 
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Check out our WONDERFUL 

Home Instruction Schools Website @: 
 

www.homeinstructionschools.com 
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I hereby give permission for my child's photograph, artwork, poetry or other work produced 
in conjunction with a school project, class or extracurricular activity, to be put on the 
Department of Education's World Wide Web (WWW) site, in accordance with the policies set 
forth in the DOE's Internet Acceptable Use Policy. 

I understand that the information to be posted does not include information from my child's 
academic, guidance, permanent or cumulative record (i.e. grades or attendance records). I also 
understand that the information to be posted does not include other personal identifiable 
information such as my child's address, phone number, or social security number. 

I hereby give permission for my child's photograph, artwork, poetry or other work produced 
in conjunction with a school project, class or extracurricular activity, to be printed in HOME 
INSTRUCTION TEENS (HIT) and/or HOME INSTRUCTION KIDS (HI KIDS) magazines. 

 
Name of Student_________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Parent’s Signature_____________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date__________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

This document is to be sent to and retained by the school. 

 


