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From the Director’s Desk
Christina Pineda, Executive Director
It is easy to write off the idea of heritage as an old,
antiquated concept. It can bring to mind images of
crumbling castles in the English countryside or elderly
people telling stories about how different things were
when they were growing up. With seemingly all the
trappings of the ultimate yawn-fest, why does ‘heritage’
really get such a bad rap?
Could it be that some people have relegated
their definition of heritage to a very tiny box containing
some stuff that they may one day find important but not
particularly relevant today? For young adults who are
entrenched in the ever-quickening insta-culture of social media, the thought of
finding value in things of the past pales in comparison to the thought of
upgrading to the shiniest, newest, fastest piece of handheld technology.
Others simply do not have a full appreciation of what heritage actually
is. Yes, it’s easy to state that heritage is anything inherited from the past. But
on deeper reflection, we should come to understand that heritage encompasses everything from the language you speak, the colour of your eyes, your
ancestral background, your family’s country of origin, the natural environment
of that country along with cultural and historic sites and traditional foods.
Here’s where outdated perceptions of heritage go awry: It assumes
that heritage is backwards looking only. On the contrary, the whole point of
heritage preservation is to in fact secure the future. And not just in a “do it for
our children and grandchildren” old-fashioned-quaker-oats way that doesn’t
envisage any immediate benefits. Although heritage will always have its
historic links, that doesn’t mean that it isn’t alive, vibrant and still very relevant
today. It is because of our individual, and now global, heritage that we are
able to enjoy everything that we do today. Without the celebration and
preservation of our heritage, our individual and collective identities will become
more and more vulnerable over time.
The challenge we must now surmount as the guardians of Cayman’s
heritage is what CEO of English Heritage, Simon Thurley calls the “heritage
cycle”. This strategy prescribes creating a better understanding of heritage,
to help people value it. When people value it, they will want to care for it. By
caring for it, they will enjoy it and help others enjoy it. When people enjoy
heritage, a greater thirst for understanding develops thus bringing it full circle.
We firmly believe that on some level, everyone cares about their
heritage. It is our intention this year to help people realise (and perhaps
remember) just how important it is to them by developing their understanding
of what heritage is, how it contributes to their everyday life and how it can
positively impact their future.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
JULY
 Fri, July 17th - Little Cayman Visitor’s Centre Renaming Ceremony
 Mon, July 27th– National Trust Summer Camp starts
AUGUST
 Fri, Aug 7th– Summer Camp ends
 Sat, Aug 29th - Families in the Wild: International Bat Night
SEPTEMBER
 Mon, Sept 21st — Island Offsets Launch Event
 Thurs, Sept 24th– Annual General Meeting (GT Yacht Club)
 Sat, 26th Sept - Sounds of September Fundraiser (WB District Committee)
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Current Partnership
Opportunities

Mission House open
by appointment only

Kid Friendly Restaurant Placemats
The Trust will be launching a range of colourful, educational kid’s
placemats that have been designed for restaurants to keep little
ones entertained and parents at ease. Not only are these
placemats entertaining but they offer an abundance of
knowledge about the unique
heritage and environment of the
Cayman Islands in a fun and
creative way.
Crayons will also be
provided and are also
available for corporate
branding. Please contact
Danielle Watler at
markeing@nationaltrust.org.ky
or call 749-1121 for more information.

Nature Reserve Sponsorship
Sponsoring our nature reserves helps us to properly monitor and
maintain these important sites, not only for the plants and animals
living there, but also for human visitors to these special places.
Choose from one of our reserves: Mastic Reserve, Governor Gore’s
Bird Sanctuary, Brac Parrot Reserve, Collier’s Wilderness Reserve,
Salina Reserve, Little Cayman Booby Pond Reserve

Sponsorship levels:
Platinum - CI$15,000
Silver - CI$5,000
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Gold - CI$10,000
Bronze - CI$2,500

The Mission House, National Trust historic
property has moved to an appointment only
basis as of October 2014 in order to align
with best practices worldwide and make the
tours much more enjoyable for guests.
Despite missing a few drop-in
visitors, the service to the public for groups
(minimum of 6 persons) and pre-arranged
visits will remain the same. Visitors,
residents and schools are encouraged to
reserve guided tours and utilize the venue
for school or family portraits, weddings,
dinners and more.
“Unfortunately the Trust is not in a
financial position to hire someone to be
posted at Mission House on a permanent
basis. Nonetheless, we are determined not
let this prevent us from providing the same
quality of service that we have in the past.”
added Trust Executive Director Christina
Pineda.
Interested visitors are asked to give
a minimum of 24 hours notice for groups up
to 10 and one week notice for larger than
10 so that volunteers may be put in place to
ensure a seamless experience.
“The Trust hopes to streamline our
process and increase the viability of the
Mission House as a small house museum
and tourist attraction, to ensure that it will
be a fixture in Cayman’s tourism and
heritage landscape for a long time to come,”
said Denise Bodden, Historic
Programmes Manager
For bookings and further
information on the Mission House email
Denise Bodden at
mission@nationaltrust.org.ky or call
749-1121.

Protected Areas Workshop with RSPB
Catherine Childs, Environmental Programmes Assistant
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) visited
the Cayman Islands to hold a workshop in conjunction with
the National Trusts of the Cayman Islands and Anguilla.
This workshop was made possible by a Darwin Plus grant to
promote the creation and appropriate management of
protected areas in the UK Overseas Territories (UKOTs) by
focusing on ecosystem services, or the benefits that we, as
humans, receive from nature.
Protection from storms, nurseries for fish destined
for human consumption, and the health of the coral reefs
that attract our visitors are just a few of the many services
we rely upon intact ecosystems to provide for us. The
natural environment in the UKOTs is incredibly diverse, in
fact 94% of unique British species are found in the
territories, but they are currently under protected. Many of
our important natural areas have survived to the present
day because of their remote locations and difficulty of
access. Those deterrents to development have become less
important and many natural areas are now in danger of
imminent and permanent change. With many indigenous
species experiencing dwindling populations, a single event
such as a forest fire or hurricane is capable of wiping out a
species forever. Protected areas are therefore critical not
only to indigenous species of flora and fauna, but also to
the human society that calls these islands home.
The RSPB scientists also discussed climate change
adaptation as a component of to protected area
management. Climate change will affect our coastal areas
in a variety of ways including sea level rise, changes in the
frequency and intensity of storms, changes in precipitation,
and warmer ocean temperatures. In addition, rising
atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide (CO2) are
causing the oceans to absorb more of the gas and become
more acidic, which could threaten coral reefs as well as
other species. Natural shoreline features, such as
wetlands, aquatic vegetation, and coral reefs currently
provide large‐scale services, such as flood protection,
storm buffering, fisheries habitat, recreational facilities and
water filtration, at almost no cost. These services would be
prohibitively expensive to replicate with human‐built
systems. If we preserve key natural areas, they can help us
adapt to the effects of climate change in a cost-effective
way while also delivering additional benefits such as I
increased biodiversity and ecosystem services.
Conservation and restoration of reefs and vegetation have
great potential to protect our island communities into the
future.
The National Trust invited key local stakeholders to

Wallace Platts (right) from Cayman Brac guides Vivienne Booth
(left) and Olly Watts (center) from RSPB in the UK

the workshop including representatives from the
Department of Environment, the Department of
Agriculture, UCCI, St. Matthews University, Cayman
Renewable Energy Association, and Sustainable Cayman.

The workshop held at the GT Yacht Club

Her Excellency Governor Kilpatrick kindly organised
a cocktail reception at her residence after the first day of
meetings to welcome the visiting scientists to the island. A
great deal of valuable information was shared between
agencies and organisations and connections were made
and reestablished. The Trust will publish a report at the
end of the year that will be made available to the
public.
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Saving Nurse Leila’s Historic Home
Urgent work is needed to restore the structural integrity
of an historic home on West Church Street just off the
four-way junction in West Bay, according to the National
Trust.
The building was once the home of nurse and
midwife Irksie Leila Yates, fondly known locally as Nurse
Leila.
The National Trust’s West Bay District Committee
held a fundraiser at Ristorante Papagallo in National
Hero’s Day on January 26 to raise money for the
restoration by auctioning unique paintings, thatch work
and sculptures donated by Caymanian artists, including
Darvin Ebanks, Charles Frederick, Lizzie Powell, Pat
Nicholson and Deal Ebanks. The event raised
approximately $16,000, which will help with structural
surveys needed before restoration works can begin.

Nurse Leila Yates as featured on “Pioneers in our History” stamp

History
Irksie Leila Yates was born in 1899 and was the
youngest of six children born to Arthur and Jacintha
Yates. When she decided to pursue a career in nursing,
she walked from West Bay to George Town to attend
lectures. She began her training under Dr. George
Overton in 1917.
In 1921, she progressed to midwifery. By the time
she retired in 1971, she had delivered more than 1,000
babies, many of them in women’s homes or at her West
Bay home, which the National Trust has owned since
2006 thanks to a donation from Maples FS.
Originally located near what was Prentice Powell’s
shop on Boggy Sand Road, the home was moved in 1917
to where it sits today, due to beach erosion and hurricane
damage. It is said to be the first house in Cayman to have
glass windows installed, an event which caused great
excitement among neighborhood children, whom Nurse
Leila recalled gathering outside in order to peer through
the panes.
The house stands as an example of architectural
and construction development in Cayman, and also sits in
an area of historical importance for West Bay, in close
proximity to Mr. Dick’s Bakery, Mr. Stafford’s Ice Cream
Shop, Capt. Lorraine Henning’s house and Caleb Powell’s
house on Henning Lane, which was used by doctors,
dentists and Mrs. Rose, the dispenser.
The West Bay home, which rests on endemic
ironwood tree posts is important both because of Nurse
Leila’s contributions to the community and the increasing
rarity of Cayman’s wattle and daub buildings.
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Peter O’Sullivan, nephew of the late Nurse Leila and Alice Mae
Coe (right), West Bay District Committee Chairperson

Miss Cayman contestants Anika Connolly (left), 2nd runner up
Adrianna Christian and Kamala Murugesu mingle with the guest.

There are no houses of this kind left in the Sister Islands,
and those in Grand Cayman are gradually disappearing.
“It is vital for the Trust to have the needed repairs
carried out on Nurse Leila’s historic home as this is the
only wattle and daub home the Trust has in its portfolio
of historic properties,” said Christina Pineda, executive
director of the National Trust. “Nurse Leila was too
important a fixture in Cayman’s history for us to do
anything less than our best to honor her memory and her
life’s work.”
Restoration work on the property is estimated to
cost between $150,000 and $200,000.
Recognition
Nurse Leila, who died in 1996, has been
posthumously recognised for her achievements. She
already graces Cayman Islands stamps as part of the
“Pioneers in our History” range, released in 2011, and she
was honored this year at the National Heroes Awards,
which recognized those who have contributed to the
development of health services and wellness in the
Cayman Islands.

One of a kind auction items were on display from local artists.

Deputy Governor Franz Manderson and family (above)

Miss Cayman contestant Latrese Haylock

Save our Sites Campaign
This year, the Trust has set an annual fundraising goal of CI$30,000 to assist with the repair and restoration of Nurse
Leila’s House in West Bay. Your gift of $100, $500, $1,000 or $5,000 can make all the difference in preserving our
priceless heritage.
Your gift is extremely important to the National Trust because it provides resources that make an
immediate impact. You can help us continue to serve you and your loved ones by ensuring that important parts of our
history are still around for you to enjoy today, and for future generations to enjoy as well.
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Major Fire in the Salina Reserve
Christina Pineda, Executive Director

National Trust cautions against reckless fire
clearing practices

planes and police helicopter. Despite limited resources, the
MRCU generously agreed to assist in firefighting efforts on
Wednesday evening free of charge and at considerable
The Trust was notified by an East End resident
operational expense.
around 5:00pm on Tuesday, January 27th of a major fire
The Salina Reserve is a Protected Area and also a
burning in the vicinity of the Trust protected Salina
National Trust Reserve because of its wetlands and Dry
Reserve.
forest edges. Particularly, this wetland area is the only
Trust representatives learned that the fire, which
known location for the endemic Agalinis kingsii plant. The
originated on an adjoining property whose owner had been
Salina is one of the reserves where the Blue Iguana
undertaking what was described as “regular clearing
Recovery Programme has released two year old Blue
activities”, quickly spread to the Trust- owned reserve,
Iguanas.
devastating much of the interior shrubland habitat.
National Trust and Department of Environment
Due to the remote and dangerous terrain of the
officials agree that this is the most comprehensive and
reserve, fire service trucks and emergency response teams
damaging fire the Salina Reserve has sustained to date.
were unable to access the interior to fight the fire which,
It was estimated that over 200 acres were damaged
consequently, continued to burn throughout the night and
by the fire. The release area for Blue Iguanas which is
into the evening of Wednesday, 28th. The Trust credits the
forested appeared relatively undamaged and fortunately
Department of Environment for coordinating a timely
there is no evidence that any iguanas were injured as a
Government response to this disaster including MRCU
result of the fire.
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The Threat of the Green Iguana
Paul Watler, Environmental Programmes Manager
The National Trust for the Cayman Islands is participating
in a cross-territory project titled Conserving Species and
Sites of International Importance by the Eradication of
Invasive Alien Species in the Caribbean UK Overseas
Territories, which is being led by the Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds. Funding for the project has been
generously provided through the European Union’s
Preparatory Action “Best” – Voluntary Scheme for
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services in EU Outermost
Regions and Overseas Countries and Territories.
It should come as no surprise that the Invasive
Alien Species being targeted in Cayman is the nefarious
Common Iguana, perhaps better known as the Green
Iguana (Iguana iguana). Ironically, this species is
threatened by overexploitation in its native range, which
extends from Central into South America. Apparently,
Common Iguanas are easily detected and harvested in
the breeding and nesting season – which coincides with
Lent. As their meat is white, this species faces seasonally
high rates of pressure from humans, at the worst time, in
addition to the more consistent pressures from
predatory species that naturally control it.

While we cannot be certain how the Common
Iguana was introduced to the Cayman Islands, we know
that the introduction was unintentional – in other
words, this species was not purposefully introduced in
order to provide a perceived benefit. The
disadvantages, on the other hand, are readily
apparent, to the point that several sectors of the
Caymanian community are wondering what can to be
done to reduce their numbers. Indeed, there are those
currently offering their services to property owners to
have them removed.
Enter Rick van Veen, who serves on the
International Union for the Conservation of Nature’s
Iguana Specialist Group. Rick has led research on
Jamaican Iguanas, so he is familiar with the Caribbean in
terms of territory. He also had a major role in assessing
the biosecurity issue posed by the Common Iguana in
Fiji (interestingly, Common Iguanas were purposefully
introduced by a wealthy landowner for entertainment).
Rick was able to spend the month of January with the
Trust, conducting a similar assessment, and made
several interesting points.

Iguana specialist Rick Van Veen surveys the wetlands for green iguana populations
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Firstly, he pointed out that we are dealing with
“super iguanas.” Common Iguanas were previously bred
in their native range as livestock. Subsequently, they
were bred for the pet trade. All told, there were two
separate instances where artificial selection was
employed in order to yield iguanas that were larger,
bred more often, and produced more eggs.
Consequently, and, I might add, depressingly, the
Common Iguanas currently running rampant in our
country are different from their more natural
conspecifics in that they are much more fecund – able to
produce more eggs as well as breed more often. Add
this to the lack of predatory pressure in the Cayman
Islands, and you can see how their population came to
explode in such a short time.
We were able to visit the Sister Islands to try to
get a firmer handle on the Common Iguana situation
there. Rick’s assessment was that the Common Iguana
populations on the Sister Islands had begun breeding,
and that quick action would be needed to bring their
numbers down. He indicated that said actions had a
deadline of about 18 months before they become
permanently established. For many residents of both
Cayman Brac and Little Cayman, this was an eye-opener.
We were able to come to a deeper appreciation
for the threat posed by Common Iguanas. Formerly, we
were particularly concerned about direct predation of
birds. However, Rick pointed out that, while this
concern is valid, of note is the fact that their sheer
numbers present an indirect threat. Consider the
challenge to breeding birds when an ideal nesting tree is
swarmed with upwards of 30 iguanas. Their movements
cause branches to shake to the point that the nest would
become compromised. Rick also pointed out that
Common Iguanas are defoliating the trees and other
vegetation they routinely feed upon, and thus also
constitute a threat to plant life.
Rick’s work is meant to inform an overall
strategy for controlling the population of Common
Iguanas. He trialed new techniques, in addition to the
best methods currently employed, and was able to list
the ideal combination of methods which should be
employed when serious attention can be devoted to
culling. Rick also came up with innovative measures for
biosecurity on the Sister Islands. Apparently, there are
sniffer dogs in Fiji that have not only been trained to
detect iguanas in trees and underground nests, but, this
ability has been so highly refined that Green Iguanas are
not confused with native wildlife.
The sad fact is that Cayman’s environment is
under serious threat from Common Iguanas, which
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represent a prime example of an Invasive Alien Species.
Happily, we’ll have a solid recommendation from Rick
van Veen in due course, which will inform the best
combination of methods for both controlling their
population, as well as preventing their spread to the
Sister Islands. There is general support from the
community at large, at least from the perspective of
people knowing that this animal represents an Invasive
Alien Species, and agreement with the principle that
something ought to be done. The recently established
National Conservation Council has now formed an
Invasive Alien Species subcommittee which has already
started meeting to formulate a plan to address the issue.

Green Iguanas:
1 - Long Straggly spines
2 - Flat plate on cheek
3 - Spines under threat
4 - Conspicuous dark band across tail
5 - Vivid green hatchling
Blue Iguanas:
1 - Even, stiff spines
2 - Spiky cheek
3 - Smooth throat
4 - Dark tail, very little banding
5 - High patterned, camouflaged hatchling

Activity Round Up
Danielle Watler, Development and Marketing Coordinator

Thank you Cayman Turtle Farm for your donation of
$1600 towards the Blue Iguana Recovery Programme.
The CTF Aviary sold bird feeding portions for $1 a pop
between September and December 2014. Danielle
Watler (left) accepts donation cheque from Geddes
Hislop, Curator, Terrestrial Exhibits and Education
Programmes at the Cayman Turtle Farm.

Guests are invited to taste mango ice cream made from liquid
nitrogen (above) and enjoy pre-dinner cocktails in the scenic
outdoor setting (below) and one of the dishes Ravioli Oxtail
(second below)

“Families in the Wild” Scavenger Hunt
The National Trust led a nature scavenger hunt
with Trust Field Officer Stuart Mailer at the QEII
Botanic Park in February 2015. Participants discovered
interesting facts about Cayman’s plants and animals
while taking on challenges in each garden.
Cooking Soiree: For the Love of Food
In anticipation of Valentine’s Day guests enjoyed
an evening of unrivalled ambience, impeccable service
and world class cuisine enhanced by the freshest local
Caribbean ingredients at Osetra Bay Restaurant and
Lounge in February 2015.
Osetra Bay also celebrated Earth Day with the
Trust in April for their “Mingle and Jingle” charity series
in April and offered menu options that are locally grown
and seasonally fresh. $5 per dinner was donated back to
the Trust.
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Earth Month at the Trust
Local environmentalist and Trust volunteer Laura
Butz spearheaded the first ever Earth Hour Event for the
Cayman Islands in at the Crescent, Camana Bay.
Cayman’s very own, local musicians: Earl La Pierre,
David Innis and the Singrays provided stellar
performances. The acoustic music, with the backdrop of
the Crescent Fountain, was enjoyed by all in
attendance. The night also included, star gazing. The
Astronomical Society of the Cayman Islands, brought their
epic telescope so attendees could gaze at the moon and
stars.
From 8:30pm-9:30pm, the lights of The Crescent
Fountain were turned off. Earth Hour was created by the
World Wildlife Fund and is internationally recognised.
All around the world on March 28th, from 8:30pm-9:30pm,
citizens from participating countries are asked to unite in
turning off non-essential lighting as a global act of green.
Back to Nature Family Fun Fair
In celebration of Earth Month 2015, families were
invited to get "Back to Nature" by spending an afternoon
outdoors at the Queen Elizabeth Botanic Park in April.
Members of the community came together to enjoy a
variety of family fun events and educational programmes
designed to reflect on the importance of our natural
surroundings. Activities included several nature, blue
iguana and heritage tours, scavenger hunts, exhibitions,
games, face painting and workshops.
New Lionfish Cookbook
Visit our merchandise store at Dart Family Park to
purchase our new Lionfish Cookbook. $5 of the proceeds
goes to Cayman Sea Sense and the National Trust to
promote reef health and the local use of sustainable
seafood. Thanks to Divetech and all our sponsors for
making this publication possible.
Trust Speaker Series
Nature and wildlife photographer Dr. Steve
Barten led the Trust speaker series in February 2015 at
St. Matthew’s University. Guests went on a Photographic
journey through Pantanal, Brazil and learned why
wetland ecosystems are so vital to preserve for future
generations.
A genealogy speaker series "Tracing Your Roots"
was held in March at the CI National Archive in George
Town. Open to the public, local enthusiasts Olivaire
Watler, Cathy Frazier, Brainard Watler along with Denise
Bodden of the National Trust led the panel discussion
which identified how to trace one's Caymanian roots.
In celebration of International Day of the Seafarer
on June 25, the National Trust for the Cayman Islands
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partnered with the CI Seafarer's Association to host a
panel discussion entitled “The Future of Seafaring in the
Cayman Islands” where panelists Roy Bodden, David
Carmichael, Capt. Paul Hurlston and Owen Foster
examined whether seafaring is still a relevant industry in
the Cayman Islands. The conclusion was that despite
decline in the seafaring way of life that Cayman is still
playing a role in the seafaring industry through the
Maritime Authority and local seafarers working in
tourism and internationally.

Hatitude Gala 2015
The National Trust held its 2nd annual “Hatitude”
gala in April at one of Cayman’s iconic historic sites,
Pedro St. James. Located on seven landscaped acres by
the sea, guests were invited to light up the lawn in their
beautiful hats, contributing to a ‘day at the races’
atmosphere.
Following on from the first year’s success,
returning highlights featured a dressage parade
performed by students of the Equestrian Centre, a pony
petting station, the much anticipated "Most Hatitude"
competition, live music by local artists Hi-Tide, Andy
Blake, Nathan Herrera, Toca Nova and Jose Zambrano.
There was also a tea and dessert station thanks
to Harney and Sons, unlimited Fantinel Prosecco,
flamenco dancers, floral dress parade worn by Miss
Cayman Tonie Chisholm and sponsored by Celebrations.
Live and silent auctions featured one-of-a-kind
items such as handmade fascinators from designer Laura
Anderton, sculpture by Horacio Esteban, and painting by
Gordon Solomon among others.
Special thanks to Melissa Wolfe for
photography and Imagination Events and Productions.
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“Two Few Blues” Jurassic World Movie Film-raiser
The National Trust and Walkers held it's 'Too Few
Blues' Jurassic World Movie Premiere Film-raiser for the
Blue Iguana Recovery Programme on Friday, 12 June.
The Trust's Blue Iguana mascot “Iggy” was on
hand to take photos with guests as they enjoyed
cocktails and tapas thanks to Abacus Restaurant
before a private viewing of the movie, all for just CI$25.
As an added bonus, guests who signed up to
become a member of the National Trust at the Movie
Premiere were automatically entered into a raffle for one
of two JetBlue Airways roundtrip tickets from Grand
Cayman to New York City.
KPMG Glow Run 5K 2015
Doubling participation from last year, with a total
of 635 registered runners, The National Trust partnered
with KPMG to host the 2nd annual Glow Run 5K on
Saturday, June 20th at Camana Bay. Participants came
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dressed in brightly coloured costumes, face paint,
luminous accessories and flashing lights. The race started
in Camana Bay’s Town Centre, in front of Abacus
Restaurant, for a two loop route which took runners up
to the recycling bins area then back to the International
School.
People of all ages and fitness levels showed up to
walk or run and received a runner's pack with glow items
from sponsors.
Tobias Muchene successfully defended his title as
King of the Glow Run by placing first for the second year
in a row in the men's division. Second and third place in
the men’s category went to Samuel Young and
Christopher Burke respectively. Kym Bailey took home
first prize for the female division, with Alta Wolf and
Maya Lewis taking second and third place.
Category winners received a round trip flight to
Miami courtesy of Cayman Airways and an Anytime
Fitness gym membership.

Top boys and girls received Regal Cinema Movie
tickets, gift Book Nook and Atlantic Kids certificates and
medals from George Town Crafts.
For her Marge Simpson costume, National
Conservation Council Chairperson Christine Rose-Smyth
won a roundtrip flight to the Sister Islands in the best
costume category. Get Active participants were awarded
the newly added Team Spirit category. Get Active
promotes a healthy lifestyle which includes activity in
sports and recreation.
Six-A-Side Cricket Competition
Cayman Cricket (formerly known as The Cayman Islands
Cricket Association (CICA) and the National Trust’s
George Town District Committee invited companies to
participate in a Cricket Fun Day and Corporate Sixes
Tournament which was held at the Smith Road Oval in
June.

Change to Fund Change
Thank you Deloitte Cayman Islands for donating almost
CI $1000 of proceeds raised from gathering loose
change from employees along with your corporate dress
down day! Just goes to show that a little goes a long
way! Lillieth McLaughlin (left), Tristan Relly, Danielle
Watler and Elaine Wills (right)

The Six-a-Side Corporate Cricket Competition was
a fun day open to the public, and featured a food stall,
bar and entertainment. The George Town District
Committee raised funds for enhancements to the Fort
George historic site and Dr. Roy’s Ironshore site in an
effort to make both sites more user friendly, interesting
and memorable places for everyone to experience.
Land Reserve Fund
The National Trust held its annual Land Reserve Fund
(LRF) Giving Campaign between January and March 2015.
Spearheaded by Janet Walker, staunch supporters were
invited to commit to an annual gift of CI$2,500, $5,000 or
CI$10,000.
An appreciation dinner was held in April for all
LRF Donors at the Brasserie Restaurant where the Trust’s
environmental accomplishments were highlighted. The
Trust now owns a little more than 5% of all the land in
the Cayman Islands. With the help of donors the aim is
to reach a goal of 10% protected status by 2020.

The Trust was created to preserve and protect
environmentally sensitive and historically significant
sites across all three Cayman Islands. Thanks to our
donors like Britcay the area of Trust-protected land has
risen steadily. John Cameron, General Manager, British
Caymanian Insurance presented a donation cheque to
Danielle Watler, Marketing Coordinator at the Trust.
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Volunteer profile: Laura Butz

I

t is a rare not-for-profit that doesn’t rely on
numerous dedicated volunteers to keep things
running smoothly. Here at the National Trust we
certainly can attest that a lot of the essential work that
gets done both in and outside of the office benefits
greatly from the help of volunteers who do everything
from answer the phone to trail maintenance. In this
series, we will be profiling the people who work so
tirelessly behind the scenes at the Trust.

What kinds of things do you do as a volunteer?
I enjoy helping out with event planning, volunteering at
events and fundraising. Recently, I planned the first
ever Earth Hour event in the Cayman Islands for the
benefit of the Trust.
What you like most about volunteering?
What I love most is being able to work alongside an
important organization such as the National Trust, and
take part in helping the Trust continue their efforts to
protect and preserve both our heritage and
environment. It has been an incredible opportunity to
give back to the community. The Trust has a wonderful
team of people that does amazing workout throughout
the year. I am proud to be apart of their team as a
volunteer.
Volunteer Opportunities
The Trust currently has volunteer opportunities in the
following areas:

Name: Laura Butz
Originally from: Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands
Interests: : Photography, writing, travel, baking and
snorkeling
How did you find out about the National Trust?
I was first introduced to the National Trust as a child. I
would attend summer camps hosted by the National
Trust, they were awesome!
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Front Desk and Retail shop;



Fundraising and Events;



Historic site maintenance;



Historic research;



Mastic Trail maintenance;



Community Outreach and Education;



Marketing Campaigns and Focus Groups; and



Membership and Volunteer management.

If you are interested in volunteering with the trust
please contact education@nationaltrust.org.ky or call
749-1122.

New Phase for Blue Iguanas
Christina Pineda, Executive Director
The recovery of the endangered Grand Cayman Blue
Iguana (Cyclura lewisi) species has become a world
renowned success story that international conservation
groups have studied and attempted to emulate.
However with each success have come matching
challenges to surmount.

the ‘1,000 in the wild’ target at the end of 2016, the
endangered species finds itself further away from that
goal than ever.
Blue Iguanas only know how to instinctively avoid
native predators, such as the Cayman racer snake. Today
there is an increase in threats which did not previously
exist in the Cayman Islands, and which the Blue Iguanas
Humble beginnings
do not recognise or fear. Feral and domestic cats, dogs,
The original wild population of Grand Cayman
cars and habitat loss through unsustainable development
Blue Iguanas had been reduced from a near island-wide
are all introduced threats which are making it impossible
distribution to a near-extinct remnant. So much so that
for the recovering Blue Iguana population to ever be
by 2002, there were only an estimated 10-25
viable without human intervention.
individuals left in the
“The only
wild, making them
reason the
functionally
population appears
extinction.
steady at the
In the 11
moment is because
years to follow,
the BIRP continues
thanks to the
to head-start and
efforts of Fred
release iguanas into
Burton and a small
the wild.” said
group of dedicated
Department of
staff and volunteers,
Environment’s
the Blue Iguana took
Terrestrial Officer
a step back from
Jane Haakonsson,
extinction when it
“This means that we
was officially down
are simply replacing
listed from critically
the individuals that
endangered to
have succumbed to
endangered in 2013
the increased
by the International (left) Shelley White, Walkers Senior Counsel and Blue Iguana Recovery
threats, and this is
Programme Volunteer, (middle) National Trust Director Christina Pineda
Union for
not a sustainable
and (right) Mark Lewis, Walkers Senior Partner
Conservation of
long term plan.”
Nature. Recovery
After careful
efforts for the Blue Iguanas are implemented by the Blue
monitoring and assessment, it was confirmed at a
Iguana Recovery Programme (“BIRP”), which operates
meeting of the BIRP working group in September 2014
under the auspices of the National Trust for the Cayman
that the success of a viable Blue Iguana population in the
Islands, with international and local partners, such as the
wild will require active management into the indefinite
Department of the Environment.
future.
The vision of the BIRP when it was first started
The programme now needs to consider
was a to see a population of at least 1,000 Grand
threat-management and mitigation measures that it had
Cayman Blue Iguanas, living freely within protected areas, not previously contemplated and will therefore require
reproducing naturally and continuing to evolve in step
additional funding for materials and to continue to
with their ever changing natural environment.
employ staff to carry out these measures.
To sustain this activity, a range of commercial
New Phase
activities will generate the sustained funding required,
The long-term aim was that by the time the 1,000 while an ongoing education and awareness effort will
Blue Iguana was released that it would join a vibrant and
ensure continued involvement and support by the local
viable self-sustaining population. Instead on the eve of
community.
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